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NOTICE. 



The greater part of the volume now published was 
priyately printed some years ago. The interest which 
many hare expressed in the career of Hugh Elliot has 
induced his descendants to give it to a larger circle^ 
the desire to make him better known to his country- 
men having outweighed the considerations which have 
hitherto prevented the publication of so slight and im- 
perfect a sketch of his life. 

To the contents of the original volume as privately 
printed, which terminated with the correspondence of 
1785, have been added a few chapters containing a 
narrative of his various diplomatic missions subsequent 
to that period; his own papers, whether public or 
private, having been invariably the source whence the 
information given about him has been drawn. 

As the concluding chapters, which deal with public 
aflGurs, may be said to have somewhat of a historic 
character, it has been thought desirable to give trans- 
lations of the original letters addressed by sovereigns to 
Mr. Elliot, or by him to sovereigns. 

MiNTO, Sept, 1, 1868. 




PREFACE 

CrO THE VOL. PRINTED PRIVATELY IN 1862.) 



The correspondence of Hugh Elliot may be divided 
inio two portions: the first collected firom the Minto 
MSSv containing letters addressed to his fiunily^ by 
himself or by others, on matters afiS^ting him; of 
these none are earlier in date than 1762, none later 
than 1776: the second portion composed of several 
volomes of letters, private and official, written to him 
by various persons between 1772 and 1785. These 
were all in his own keeping at the time of his death, 
and were sent to Minto a few years ago by my mother,^ 
along witii some other MSS. of a later date, which had 
also belonged to him. 

The letters bound in volumes have been generally 

1 Emma, daughter of the Right Honourable Hugh Elliot, married 
General Sir Thomas Hialop, Bart, G.C.B. 
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collected under three heads : Family Letters ; Foreign 
Miscellaneous Letters; English Miscellaneous Letters. 
There are, however, two or three volumes entirely 
occupied by the correspondence of particular friends, 
as Mr. Liston, Sir James and Lady Harris, and others ; 
and tiiere are volumes of official correspondence with 
the Office and with his colleagues at foreign Courts; 
among whom were Lord Stormont,^ Sir R. Keith,^ 
and Messrs. De Vismes,^ Wroughton,^ Morton Eden, 
and Osbom. 

All these pi^rs, and many otiiers which have 
undergone no such process of classification, were left 
witii other property of Mr. Elliot's at Dresden in 1802, 
when he was transferred from that mission to Naples ; 
and he appears to have taken no steps for their 
removal before the French occupation of Dresden in 
1806, which rendered their recovery impossible. Mr. 
Elliot had long since given them up for lost, when, 
some time after the peace, he, being then governor of 
Madras, received a letter from Dresden, which informed 
him that his property had been safely preserved by 
some friends there, who, having saved it from falling 
into the hands of the French, now only waited his 

* Minister at Vienna and Paris. ' Stockholm. 

'-' Vienna. * Warsaw. 
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directions to restore it to hinu As it comprised plate^ 
pictures, china, and other things ten more valuable as 
plunder than manuscripts, he was as much surprised as 
pleased by the communication; nevertheless, with his 
habitual carelessness, he took no steps to recover his 
losses for some years, and it was not till 1826 that he 
was prevailed on to let his youngest son Frederick, 
who was then a mere lad, proceed to Dresden in quest 
of the long-lost property. There, accordingly, in a 
cellar, perfectly intact and iminjured, were found some 
of the most valuable contents of the ci-devant Hdtd 
du Ministre Britannique, which, in the moment of 
flight, had been abandoned to their fate. 

The only paper which my grand&ther had been 
anxious to recover was a private memorandum in 
Mr. Pitfs handwriting, containing instructions for his 
guidance, and this, on regaining it, he sent to the 
Foreign Office. 

The mixture of order and disorder in the arrange- 
ment of these papers is extraordinary. It might be 
supposed that some one, acting on a suggestion that all 
the letters should be classified under specified heads, 
had thrown the contents of desks and drawers into so 
many several heaps, and had then, without further 
selection, proceeded to bind them together. Along 
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with letters bom royal personages, generals, and states- 
men, are found the most trivial notes. Letters of 
introduction to insignificant persons are preserved as 
carefolly as those from Mirabeau, Romanzow, and 
Nelson. More than a third of these bulky volumes 
might be burnt without loss, and yet enough would 
remain to give a finished picture of the society in which 
my grand&ther spent his youth. 

The letters of 1775 and 1776 are so numerous, and 
so abundant in personal details, that one feels on inti- 
mate terms with the writers and the correspondents. 

Strange that it should be so 1 that, after so long a 
silence, the dead should speak again, — should be re- 
stored to our knowledge in all the freshness of their 
youth, introducing us to sorrows which they themselves 
long outlived, and to sentiments forgotten sooner stilL 
But if these thoughts be startling to us, what would 
their feelings have been could they have foreseen that 
the follies of the moment were to be handed down to 
generations unborn ? What would the flirting dame de 
cour have said could she have guessed that the indolent 
Englishman, who rarely troubled himself to answer her 
notes, would preserve them for the amusement of his 
descendants ? And what would have been felt by the 
motiier and sisters, who believed themselves to possess 
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all his confidence, had they beeii told that to us would 
be ^yen the clue they never found, to the thoughts and 
affections of one of those dearest to them ? That Minto 
— ^that generation — ^has long since passed away, and we, 
now sojourning here, wonder whether they in their day 
knew as much of each other as we know of them. 
Truly, even in this world, all hearts are laid open, all 
aecrets made know; even here, a day of judgment ib 
for ever going on. KM. 

MiMTO, JiUy 1862. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

1762 to 1776. 

HUGH'S EDUCATION — EXPEDITION TO POLAND AND THE 
DAXUBIAN PROVINCES — MISSION TO MUNICH — RECALL 
TO ENGLAND. 

It has been impossible to me to read my grandfather's 
papers without conceiving a strong desire to make others 
of his family better acquainted with a man who played 
no unimportant part in the public affairs of his day, and 
whose name was never mentioned but with the tenderest 
affection in the home of my childhood. Since, however, 
no one but myself has leisure or inclination to attack 
masses of manuscript in depths of trunks, I see nothing 
for it but to attempt a slight sketch of his early career, 
founded on facts which I have gathered from his cor- 
respondence. 

With the laudable desire to begin at the beginning, 
I should gladly trace the manner in which my grand- 
father's earliest years were spent, but unfortunately I 
have no means of doing so; the oldest letter in my 
possession is of the date of 1762, when he was ten years 
old, and was living with his family at Twickenham ; and 
in none of the subsequent letters have I found any in- 
ternal evidence as to the locality which they looked 

B 
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upon as home. In none is there any allusion to favourite 
haunts, to gardens or games, to dependants or pets ; 
nothing to show affection for home as a place. Strong 
family affection has been ever a characteristic of the 
race, and to be together was at all times an object of 
tenderest longing, but where the meeting should take 
place seems to have been a matter of indifference. 

I therefore suppose that during the youth of the 
family their parents led an imsettled life, probably divid- 
ing their time between Parliamentary duties in London 
and visits to relations in Edinbuigh, occasionally living at 
Lochgelly and occasionally at Minto. It is possible, too, 
that the home Ufe may not have been of the kind to make 
itself remembered with unmixed pleasure. Sir Gilbert-*- 
was a grave, highly cultivated man, immersed in politics, 
and, like all fathers of his time, he seems to have inspired 
his family with as much awe as admiration. 

Lady Elliot,^ clever, high-spirited, and imaginative, 
was not, like one who filled her place in after years, 

** Blessed with a temper, whose unclouded ray, 
Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day." 

Her preference for those of her children^ who most re- 
sembled herself was openly avowed, and in Isabella and 
Hugh, she cultivated rather than repressed the imcon- 

1 Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, third Baronet, M.P., a Lord of the 
Admiralty, distinguished hy his literary tastes as well as his politic4il 
abilities. 

- Agues Murray Kynyumound, heiress of Melgund in Forfar, and 
of liochgelly and Kynynmound, in- Fifeshire. She was habitually nd- 
drossed as Lady Elliot Murray. 

- Isabella ; Gilbert (Ist Earl of Minto) ; Hugh, 6th April 1752 ; 
Alexander ; Robert ; Eleanor. 
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trolled sensibility, the romantic impulsiveness of charac- 
ter, and "high ilnaginings," which, iu the case of the 
sister, probably increased constitutional tendencies to 
the extent of rendering them morbid, and which in that 
of the brother diminished the successfulncss of his career 
and the happiness of his life. Her eldest son Gilbert^ 
and her youngest daughter Eleanor, were not supposed 
by her to be of the porcelain clay of which the rest were 
made, and her allusions, soon after Hugh left her, to 
Gilbert's coldness of manner, as compared with Hugh's 
more demonstrative nature, is not less striking, when we 
find that she lived to give her entire confidence to her 
eldest son, and to be on terms approaching to estrange- 
ment with the younger. 

To a want therefore of home sunshine, it is possible 
that we may in part ascribe the fact that the letters 
written firom home deal chiefly with news, with politics, 
or with advice, while those addressed there by the 
absent sons, are confined to matters afiecting their 
studies and pursuits. 

From their earUest years the boys were trammg for 
the world. 

" Life," says Byron, " has no Present," but childhood 
is a time of life which should form an exception to the 
rule, a time when stores of mental as of bodily health 
may be laid up in days of careless enjoyment. 

At twelve years old Hugh was with his elder brother 
in Paris, learning French and Vusage du monde under 
the auspices of David Hume. 

' The absence of Alick in India, and the youth of Roh, proventtHl 
thton from playing an equal part with the others in the family drama. 
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The circumstances of the family probably had much 
to do with the eagerness with which the boys were pre- 
pared to enter on the arena where honours were to be 
won. Poor, and proud of the position to which character 
and abilities had raised them, the parents strove to fit 
the sons to keep what themselves had gained. Gilbert^ 
writing to his mother from Edinburgh, in reply to a 
letter of congratulation on a successful display in the 
Rhetorical Society, deprecates her being too much elated 
by his success ; though, he says, he well knows the im- 
portance of obtaining the power of public speaking. 

I am, however, anticipating events ; so, to proceed 
with my story in order. In 1762, Mr. Listen^ was 
engaged to be their tutor, and during that and the 
following year his pupils appear to have lived at Twick- 
enham, and to have prosecuted the ordinary studies of 
their age under his superintendence. Towards the end 
of 1764 they went to Paris, where they spent two years in 
a militaiy school, directed by the Abb^ Choquart While 
there they 'made the acquaintance of Mirabeau, a boy of 
their own age, for whom the school of FAblxJ Choquart 
had been specially selected as being more like a prison 
than a school. "Je Tai mis chez TAbb^ Choquart," 
wrote the old Marquis de Mirabeau, " Tami des hommes," 
but certainly not the friend of Ids son, " cet hommc 
est roide, et force les punitions dans le besoin." 

No complaints of harsh treatment have, however, 
been recorded in the letters of the Elliots. In a style 

^ Robert LLston, Ksq., of New Listen, near Edinhiirgli, afterwards 
Sir R. Liston, miinster at Madrid, ambassador to Constantinople, etc ; 
liis salary or tutor was £25 a-year, l)ed, board, and washing. 
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of which the idiom soon became more French than 
English; they describe the little events of their school 
life: their studies in ancient and modem languages; 
their lessons in dancing^ swimming, fencing, tennis ; 
Uieir military drill on Sundays; their parties in fine 
weather to Argenteuil, " a village on the Seine not to be 
compared to Richmond," and in winter to the theatre to 
see Zaire, "a tragedy by Monsieur de Voltaire;" the 
changes in their uniforms from blue and gold in winter 
to blue and silver, with a blue silk waistcoat, in summer. 
These and similar topics form the staple commodity of 
the boys' letters. The two great field-days of the school 
year — ^the king's fSte-day, and "le jour des prix" — deserve 
fuller notice. 

" Gilbert told you in his last letter," wrote Hugh to 
hifl mother on the 12th of September 1765, "that I 
would give you an account of the ffete of St. Louis. I 
therefore begm in the foUowing terms :— 

" Our first appearance was in arms after having per- 
formed militaiy operations till dark. The place where 
we exhibited, which was in the middle of a small planta- 
tion at the end of our garden, which was excessively 
pretty when illuminated with garlands and lustres, was 
at once changed from a field of battle to a dancing- 
school. For having laid aside our arms we danced stage 
dances till ten o'clock, opera-singers warbling cantatas 
to the king's praises between every dance; then the 
whole was shut by a firework." 

Nothing could well be less like the amusements of a 
holiday at an English school than this mixture of mimic 
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war and the opera. The day of public examinationy at 
which Mr. Liston wrote that his pupils had gained some 
credit, is described by Gilbert: — "The Abb6 had 
thought to make a great coup by making the examina- 
tion open with a new exercise, which none of the troops 
in France will do till May ; but, alas ! it was throwing 
pearls before swine, for there was little else than ladies 
and clergymen to see it, who did not know the new fix)m 
the old one. Our friend Mirabeau then repeated a long 
discourse in praise of mathematics, composed by the 
Abb^ ; and after a general clap, was examined on that 
part of his studies. I was examined after him on the 
same subject. We were yesterday with the Countess of 
Boufflers, and dine with her on Sunday. We were with 
Madame de Forcalquier yesterday. " Ces dames," adds 
Hugh, in French, " nous re5oivent on ne pent paa mieux, 
ct nous avons un fond de babil assez honn6te." 

Mr. Hume, to whom they had been specially com- 
mended, showed them great kindness, and often visited 
them and superintended their studies. Nothing sur- 
prised Mr. Liston more than the absolute neglect by 
their friends of the French boys at the Abba's school ; 
from yearns end to year's end no one mquired for them. 

In 1766 they returned to their own country, and 
were sent to continue their studies in Edinburgh, under 
the superintendence of Professor George Stuart. In 
those days, as at present, the education given in Edin- 
burgh was of a multifonn description. Both brothers 
studied mathematics, classics, and rhetoric; attended 
lectures on natural and moral philosophy and chem- 
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istry ; learned drawing, fencing, and dancing ; and when 
to all these subjects Gilbert was made to add civil law, 
and Hugh bookkeepmg and writing, no wonder Gilbert 
informed his father that their studies were " much too 
crowded. What I mean is not that we have too many 
hours employed, but that we cannot give sufficient time 
to each subject. The scene shifts too quickly from one 
to the other." Their week-day time being thus fidly 
employed, Sundays found them glad to enjoy the recrea- 
tion of a quiet dinner party with their grandmamma ^ 
and aunts,^ who lived in Edinburgh. 

After a slight illness of Hugh's in 1766^ Mr. Stuart 
writes as follows to Sir Gilbert : — " Hugh's popularity 
is such that since he has been allowed to see any one 
hifl lev^ has been crowded." In the same letter he 
says, "Gilbert is pleased with himself; he does nothing 
for show." 

About this time Hugh wrote to his mother an ac- 
count of a visit which he paid to Mr. Liston's farm for 
change of air. " We are just returned from a jaimt to 
Mr. Liston's farm, where I have in a good measure 
made up all the beef I lost in my last illness. We 
arrived there at eight o'clock on Saturday night, and 
were most agreeably surprised by the sound of a fiddle. 
I immediately conjectured that it was a penny wedding, 
and directly ran into the bam from whence the sound 

^ Helen Stuart (Dowager I^ady Elliot), daught(;r of Sir Robert 
Stuart of Allanbank, Bart., Berwickshire, and widow of Ijord Minto, 
Justice-Clerk. 

' One of these. Miss Jane Elliot, was the authoress of the niuch- 
adinired balkd, **The Flowers of the Forest." 
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proceeded; but was greatly disappointed when I saw 
some young ladies of six feet high, with immense fly- 
caps and silk negligees, dancing with some farmers very 
near as tall as themselves. Quite vext at my own 
insignificance, and frightened that I should be crushed 
to pieces every moment, I could scarcely be prevailed 
on to dance ; however, the first tremour being over, and 
seeing the tallest and most terrible strain his ankle, so 
that he could not return to the dance, I ventured to 
take out his partner, whose apron-strings I scarcely* 
came up to, and danced down a country dance.'' 

In the spring of the foUowing year, after describing 
the order of their studies, Mr. Stuart writes : — ^^ In 
eveiything where Hugh's age admits, he is really 
wonderfuL" Two months later, he says, "Your two 
young men are going on well in their studies, and are 
superior to most of their companions. I never had 
occasion to see two brothers so contrasted, and indeed 
I should find it a more difficult task to manage Hugh, 
were it not for the example of his brother. He is 
lively, agreeable, and popular. No wonder if his viva- 
city is now and then above his reason. As it is, he 
needs a very sharp eye ;" and then follows an amusing 
account of some excesses into which poor Hugh had 
been led by the injudicious hospitalities of some of his 
friends. " Hugh has great honesty and candour," ho 
writes on another occasion; "if his quickness and 
vivacity hurry him away, it will not be for want of taste 
and penetration.'' 

Dr. Somenille, writing to Lady Elliot in January 
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1768y mentions a circumstance which confirms the 

above accoimt of Hugh's readiness : — " I attended them 

one evening to their Society (the Rhetorical); few of 

the young orators happened to be prepared upon the 

(piestion of the nighty and the debate was like to have 

come soon to a standi when Mr. Hugh stood up with 

great spirit^ and^ to good purpose^ spoke for some 

mmutes in reply to what had been thrown out before. 

It gave surprise to every person present, and I never 

before had reason to think so highly of his abilities. If 

Us appearance had not been superior to what might 

have been expected from many who are justly enough 

esteemed promising young men, I should not have said 

one word about it."^ 

At this period of their lives Hugh got into scrapes 
by " mixing too much salt with his repartees ; " while Gil- 
bert ran some danger of finding that sweets have their 
** Boure " too. It was surmised at home that he neglected 
his law-books for the society of a young lady of his 
^uaintance ; but his defence seems to have been com- 
plete when he wrote to his mother that, " after all, it 
had only made him take up Thomson's Seasons once or 
Wee instead of his Roman Histoiy ; " and he proceeds, 
perhaps in self -justification — "this town is proving 
idler every day. It is already much thinned. There 
^ at present in Edinburgh above a thousand people 
perfectly idle. The journeymen tailors have for some 
^ given up their work, insisting on higher wages. 

* For a further arn'oniit of Hiigli Elliot at this period, see Dr. 
Somerville's '* Life and Times,*' p. 125. 
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The masons and carpenters have all followed their 
example," etc. etc. 

In 1768 the brothers went to Oxford. Soon after 
Hugh's arrival he wrote a letter to his father, from which 
the following extract will suffice to show the manners and 
customs of Oxford nearly a century ago : — 

" My dear Father — We are now beginning to be a 
little settled to our business and situation, and I hope 
we may go on veiy well. As yet I have seen nothing 
which may interrupt us, for although most of the young 
people here are much idler than I could have conceived, 
yet as there are so many of them in the same way, and 
they have always enough to join in any idle scheme, 
they never trouble their heads about anybody else but 
those who are present. 

"This, I think, is the ordinary way the noblemen 
and gentlemen commoners spend their day : get up at 
eight and go to prayers ; breakfast at nine, and some 
hour in the forenoon read some Greek or Latin with 
their tutor ; the rest of the forenoon is given up either 
to tennis, riding, shooting, but for the most part to 
lounging; dine at one; after dinner, they invite one 
another to each other's rooms, and sit there mostly till 
between three and four ; then they go home and read 
another hour or two, and spend the evening between 
the coflFee-house, cards, and the billiard-table, till supper- 
time, when they sup at each other's rooms, where they 
stay, mostly, till twelve or one o'clock. ... I dare- 
say some spend the day to much better purpose. 

" The tutor we met with seems to be a veiy good 
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kind of man^ and a good classical scholar^ but I cannot 
find out that he has any other knowledge^ at least not 
to any degree of perfection (I include history in the 
classics). We haye just been dining with Dr. Markham^ 
and I do not know anybody that he has had twice in 
his house in so short a time. He asked us what part of 
learning we were most deficient in. My brother told 
him that we knew little Greek, but that we found our- 
selyes equal to most young men of our age in Latin, 
and that we had applied ourselves particularly to mathe- 
matiqubeSj and had got the rudiments of most of the 
sciences. He answered that, to be sure, math^matiques, 
and those kind of things, were very necessary for a 
gentleman, but that it was only classical and historical 
knowledge that make able statesmen, and then he went 
on to recommend the study of Greek. As, however, 
you intend me for the army,^ I should think it very 
improper in me to give my time to it, as long as I have 
any of what he calls those 'kind of things' to learn. 

^ General Scott of Scotstarbet, who was an intimate friend of 
Sir Gilbert's, presented his son, Mr. Hugh Elliot, in 1762, with a 
lieutenant's commission in a new levied regiment of which General 
Scott had got the colonelcy. — (Letter of Sir Gilbert to Justice-Clerk, 
1762.) Hugh Wiis bom in April 1752, and was at this time just 
ten years old. The favour was unsolicited, and, though an abuse, was 
considereil as a jirivilego of the colonel, and had been often exercised 
without attracting public notice or animadversion. According to 
the custom which had prevailed in other instances of commissions 
given to youtlis too young for actual service, Mr. Elliot's time should 
have counted from the date of his first commission, and should thus 
have entitled Mm to the same rank with those who hod been in the 
regiment during that period. 
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He also recommended the natural philosophy^ as some 
of its branches were very necessary for an officer to 
learn, especially hydrostatics. In short, I think he 
endeayoured to recommend eveiything which is taught 
here, and dis-recommend everything which is not taught 
here. As for myself, this is the plan which I have laid 
down : — If I am to read law, six to eight, law ; eight, 
prayers, which we all attend ; sup and breakfast, nine 
to ten ; we go to our tutors, ten to eleven ; law again ; 
eleven to one, history ; one to two, dine ; two to three, 
when I can get the dancing-master, who is very good, 
and who I shall soon have; draw, three to four; 
natural philosophy, four to five; after five, conique 
sections ; the astronomy, by all accounts, is nothing ; at 
half-past five I will go to the cofiee-house — everybody 
goes there. 

"We are told we must take great care never to 
speak upon politics, or prefer any other University to 
this. 

" Frederick Stewart had given himself the airs of 
despising eveiythmg that was English, and speaking of 
everything that was Scotch, and had offended my uncle 
by speaking in the coffee-house of his father's intrigue 
with the Princess of Wales. . . . 

"Pray, papa, if anybody asks you how we like 
Oxford, don't tell them that we find fault with anything, 
for I never saw people so bigoted to any place in my 
life, and they are jealous of the least thing that can be 
construed against it." 

In 1770 we again find both brothers at Paris. An 
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amusing letter from Hugh describes some of the first 
visits they paid on their arrival : — " As soon as we were 
equipped we waited on Mr. Walpole, who seems to be 
as dry and cold a kind of gentleman as ever I saw. He 
cleared up a little when he heard that we had some 
French acquaintance, and did not depend entirely upon 
him for introductions. His behaviour was not particular 
to us in this respect, but is the same to all the young 
English ; and, indeed, I think he is so far in the right, 
as it would be impossible to take any charge of such a 
parcel of raw ignorant boys as most of them seem to 
be." In the same letter he describes a visit to Madame 
de Boufflers,^ " who was at her studies in her bed- 
chamber. She received us very kindly, and spoke about 
all our Scotch and English authors; if she had time, 
die would set about translating Mr. Smith's Moral 
Sentiments — ' II a des id^es si justes de la sympathie.' 
This book is now in great vogue here ; this doctrine of 
sympathy bids fair for cutting out David Hume's Imma^ 
terialism, especially with the ladies, ever since they heard 
of his marriage. 

'* Madame du Deffand has told us to come to her 
petits soupers whenever we please. We are both a little 
awkward yet in company, and not so much at our ease ; 
that, however, is wearing off eveiy day, and by the time 
we shall see you again, we hope to be quite masters at 
least of our bodies. As to our studies — the police did 
not give us back our books till yesterday, and we have 

' Comtesse de Boufflcrs, frequently mentioned in Walpole^s Cor- 
respondence as VIdole du Temple. 
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met with a great check in the poor old AbW Choquart, 
who, by all accounts, is one of the best men of France 
for composition, being in the Temple, the French Fleet 
prison. I would go to him there, if it was not such an 
immense way off, and that there is no standing the 
stench of his room when once you are in it. He is to 
give us a list of military books. I am now reading 
Blond's Artillery. We are lodguig at the HOtel de 
Londres, Rue Dauphine, and are to pay 5 louis per 
month ; we could not find anything under which would 
do." 

Gilbert, writmg in French, describes, with some 
particularity, the society of Madame Geofifrin,^ and 
dwells on the trouble it gave her to "gouvemer ses 
savans." The coterie of Madame Geofirin was divided 
into two sets, which met alternately at her house on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, and disastrous would have 
been the fate of hun who, by intention or mischance, 
should have presented himself before her on the wrong 
day. '^ Si les deux venaient par hasard h se rencontrer, 
elle dit que sa maison serait jet^e par les fenStres I " 
Gilbert gave the preference to the Wednesday meetings, 
on account of the presence of Mademoiselle TEspinasse.^ 
Madame du Deffand*s society they described as " plus 

^ Madame GeofTrin was celebrated in her day as a bel-esprit, and 
the patroness of literary men, the most eminent among whom met 
frequently at her house. Montesquieu, the EncyclopidisttSj I'Abb^ 
Delille, and La Harpe, were among her most intimate friends. — See 
article on Madame Geoffrin, Bibliothdqtie Portative. 

* The ci-devant companion of Madame du DefTand, the friend of 
D'Alembert, and authoress of some celebrated lettei-s. 
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ile?^ que le Pamasse de Madame GeoflFrin," and it was, 
as we know from Walpole, composed of all that was 
eminent in France, either by intellect or position.^ 

Gilbert writes at this time with some brotheriy pride 
of Hugh's popularity with men and women, but a more 
impaL 4Lony to the merits of both brothers wiU 
be found in Madame du Deffand's published corre- 
spondence with Horace Walpole:^ — "Nous ayons ici 
les enfknts de M. Elliot. lis sont infiniment aimables. 
lis savent parfaitement le fran9ais, ils sont gais, doux, et 
polls, et plaisent h tout le monde. Je les Tois souvent, 
j'ai pour eux toutes les attentions possibles, mais ils 
n'ont besoin de personne pour les faire valoir, on leur 
trouve une fort jolie figure." 

In the autumn of 1770 Gilbert returned to Christ 
Church, and Hugh ^ proceeded to Metz, where he pro- 
posed to study military science, and especially fortificar 
tion, a camp being at that time held there for the 
instruction of the Duke de Chartres ; and Madame de 
Boufflers and others gave him introductions to the 
officers in command. He seems to have been struck by 
the absence of courtesy on the part of the French 
officers to their English guests : " The Swiss and Ger- 

^ From Madame Riccoboni, another celebrated literary lady, and 
the authoress of several novels, there are two or three letters in this 
collection written to my grandfather at Munich. 

« VoL il p. 81. 

' It appears from the letters that Sir Gilbert, believing that his 
son's claim to regimental rank would be in nowise affected by deferring 
the moment at which he should join, was anxious that his previous 
military education should be as complete as passible. 
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man are, however, all the more civil to us on that 
account, for they are on ill terms with the French." 
From Metz, Hugh went to Strasburgh, and thence 
returned to England. What became of him during the 
following year I do not discover; but it was in the 
course of 1771, and when he had barely attained his 
nineteenth year, that he met with a disappointment which 
rankled in his mind through life. Having received, as 
has already been said, when still in his early childhood, 
a commission in the army, an honour which procured 
him the notoriety of an allusion in No. 45 of the North 
Briton, he now learnt that Lord Harrington refused to 
ratify the appointment, on the ground that such com- 
missions, passmg over inferior grades of rank, could only 
be given to princes of the blood-royal. The rank of 
captain, however, appears to have been granted him for 
the purpose, as we learn from one of his father^s letters, 
of enabling hun to enter a foreign army with certain 
advantages.^ 

The blow to Hugh must have been severe. All 
the military ardour which had been fostered by his 
supposed destination in life was blighted, and at that 
time his love for the profession of arms is described 
as a " passion." He did not, however, at once for^o 
his hope of gratifying it ; but, with the consent of his 
family, he set out for Vienna, in the spring of 1772, 
with letters of introduction to Lord Stormont, General 
Prince Poniatowski, and to General Langlais. 

^ At that time no officer of the Austrian army holding a rank 
inferior to that of captain was received in Viennese society. 
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It is impossible to read this episode in my grand- 
father's life, given with all the details of mireserved 
family correspondence, without remarking the change — 
it must be admitted for the better — which has taken 
place since those days, lx>th in the manner of granting 
and of receiving appointments in the public service. 
Publicity has depressed patronage, and has made it 
necessaiy that young men should have such claims to 
preferment as will bear the investigation of the envious 
or the less fortunate ; and the disappointed candidate 
hardly wonders while he grumbles at the discovery 
that, for every vacant appointment there are found 
"five hundred good as he." In 1772, the refusal to 
ratify such an appointment as that claimed by Hugh 
Elliot was looked on as the most cutting insult, the 
cruellest injury: foes were supposed to triumph over 
80 great a disgrace ; Mends could not do enough to wipe 
out so crying an injustice. 

A short stay at Vienna sufficed to show there was 
little or no chance of obtaining the desired admission 
with rank into the Austrian army, but the time spent 
there was not without results, as it gained for Hugh the 
cordial friendship of Lord Stormont, the British Minister 
at Vienna, who remained his fast and useful friend.^ From 
that period, too, dates his correspondence with Countess 
Thun, one of the most agreeable and cultivated women 
in Viennese society, of whom Wraxall ^ in his Memoirs 

* Hugh was presented to the Emperor Joseph while at Vienna, and 
his father, in one of his letters, congratulates him on an opportunity of 
seeing that ** remarkable young sovereign." 

* Wraxall's Memoirs^ vol. it. 

C 
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of the Court of Berlin, etc., thus writes : " No capital 
in Europe can produce persons more distinguished by 
natural and acquired endowments, or of minds more 
liberal and enlarged than the Countess Thun and 
Countess Pergen; the houses of both are the rendez- 
vous of everything that pretends to refinement in this 
capital." Years afterwards, Madame de Thun, in speak- 
ing of Hugh Elliot's appearance at this time at Vienna, 
said to Mr. Brydone, " Such as he was at eighteen years, 
so would I wish my son to be."^ 

Nothing can more strongly prove the engaging and 
attractive character of his manners at this time, than the 
interest he inspired in persons so well acquainted with 
the world as Lord Stormont and Countess Thun, and I 
cannot resist giving one more extmct in his praise from 
a letter of Lord Stormont's, which, though shown to his 
family, had not been written for their eyes. 

" Viennay Aug. 5, 1772. 

" I must leave off, as I have several letters on hand, 
and give a little farewell dinner for Elliot, who sets out 
to-morrow. I really see him go with much concern. The 
sweetness of his disposition, the manner in which the 
* elements are blended ' in him, the variety of his accom- 
plishments and pursuits, make him a young man so 
much after my heart, that I often lament in secret I am 

' Mr. Brydone, writing from Vienna to Hugh in 1776, says, 
** Madame de Thun haa everything but beauty. I have never seen a 
more agreeable or sensible woman. Her only wish, she says, is that 
her son should be like you." — MS. Letters, 1776. 

Mr. Brydone, the Sicilian traveller, had l^en, like many other Eng- 
lish travellers, introduced by my grandfather to Madame de Thun. 
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not the father of such a son, though^ God knows^ I never 
was less disposed than at present to try my chance." 

In writing to Sir Gilbert, Lord Stormont expresses 
a hope that, though Hugh had failed in the object of 
his journey to Vienna, "he would have no reason to 
repent it ; it is an advantage to an Englishman to exa- 
mine the detail, and contemplate all the consequences 
of severe discipline, though he may not expect, and per- 
haps should not attempt, to introduce it at home." 

Spurred on by a thirst for military adventure, Hugh 
proceeded from Vienna to Warsaw, taking advantage 
of the escort of the Pope's nuncio ; " who," wrote one 
of Sir Gilbert's correspondents from Vienna, "is the 
most sacred character under whose wing your son can 
be sheltered against confederates fighting for their 
religion; and the most abandoned of them will fall 
down and worship him." 

From Warsaw Hugh wrote to his father on the 30th 
September 1772 : " I have met with a veiy favourable 
reception here. The King's^ person and manner are 
strikingly engaging and manly. I never was so moved 
with any scene as with the first aspect of this court. 
Remorse or despair get the better of the forced cheer- 
fulness with which they endeavour to veil the approach 
of ruin, slavery, and oppression.^ But these only 
prompt them to complaints; not one man is bold 
enough to draw his sword in the common cause. All 
the blood that has been shed in the numberless con- 

^ Stanislas Augustus Poniatowski. 
■ The partition of Poland was determined in 1772. 
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federations was only the consequence of private piques 
and jealousies^ fomented by the intrigues of France. 

" I could not help expressing my surprise to the 
King (the last time I was with him) that he did not 
raise his standard in some part of the kingdom, as I 
was sure, from my own feelings, that he would soon have 
an army of volunteers, able at least to defend his person 
from danger. He took me by the hand, and said : — 
*• Ah I mon cher Elliot, nous ne sommes pas des 
Anglais.' He is now reduced to the greatest distress, 
as his revenues are entirely in the hands of his enemies ; 
he has hardly wherewithal to pay his household ser- 
vants, much less an army." 

In spite of the deplorable condition of the country, 
overrun by the armies of the three great powers, and of 
a monarchy tottering to its fall, Warsaw was at that 
time the most brilliant and dissipated Court in exist- 
ence; and though the haughty minister^ of Catherine 
did not think it worth while to rise from his chair when 
the King approached,^ yet Stanislas Augustus, gifted 
himself with eveiy grace, ruled over a nobility un- 
equalled in Europe for beauty of person, for polish of 
manners, and for every accomplishment which lends a 
charm to society. No wonder then that the young 
Englishman should have found attractions enough to 
delay him there. From the correspondence which he 

^ Stackelbcrg. 

' Everybody knew Stackelberg to be the real King. If Stanislas 
entered the room when the Ambassador was at cards, the haughty 
Russian, without leaving his seat, motioned to the King to take 
another. — Wraxall's Ilemoirs. 
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Bubsequently carried on with the British Minister at 
Warsaw, Mr. Wroughton/ it appears that Princesses 
had conspired to detain him, and that the great Ambas- 
sador, Count Stackelbeig himself, had been glad to see 
him go. 

The "red planet Mars" was, however, still in the 
ascendant, and under its influence he again set forth to 
join the Russian army, then employed in Moldavia 
against the Turks. Finding on his arrival at Bucharest 
that nothing in a military way was passing there, owing 
to the '^ unexpected prolongation of the armistice and 
the meeting of the congress there," he joined an English 
officer on a further expedition to Constantinople, from 
whence he wrote to his &ther, December 17, 1772, that 
having received from the Turkish Ambassador at Bu- 
charest a permission to see the Turkish army, he and his 
companion, Colonel Ainslie, had visited Schumlat, their 
headquarters, and had passed some time with the Great 
Vizier and other principal officers of the Porte. The 
Vizier had shown them much civility, presenting each of 
them with a horse. " We have had in this jaunt the 
advantage of seeing an army of which Europeans in 
general have little acquaintance, and form very false 
conjectures : the people, the manners, the government, 
seem to be as little understood." 

FVom Constantinople he returned to Bucharest, 
where he appears to have been laid up for nearly two 

^ Mr. Wrcmghton, afterwards Sir Thomafl, and miniRter at Stock- 
holm. It was said that in his youth he had been a favoured admirer 
of Catherine II., and that he was removed from St Petersburg by the 
(rrand Dake's desire. 
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months with a severe attack of fever; from which he 
had barely recovered when he joined the headquarters 
of Marshal Romanzow at Jassy. 

The expedition to Constantinople^ when known in 
England, seems to have been viewed with some dis- 
pleasure by Sir Gilbert, who wrote his son several letters 
in a somewhat severe tone, on the instability of purpose 
and want of self-control displayed by him, in converting 
a journey to Vienna in search of miUtaiy employment 
into a pleasiu^-trip for the gratification of curiosity. 

To these letters, which also enjoined his immediate 
return to England, Hugh replied from Jassy that, with 
every desire to obey his father at once and implicitly, he 
owed it to his name and his imiform not to quit an 
army on the eve of its commencing hostilities ; that to 
do so after a s^jour of five months would be a disgrace 
which he, the only English officer with the Russian 
troops, could not incur; and in consequence he an- 
nounced his intention to join the division of Colonel 
SoltikoiF, which was about to attack Russig, a fortress 
and town on the other side of the Danube; and to retiu-n. 
to England as soon as it shall ^^ be clear to all that the 
desire of obeying his father's orders, and not the desire 
of avoiding danger, alone makes him quit the field." 
He added that the hope which had guided him through 
all his wanderings was that of obtaining such military 
distinction as would induce the authorities at home *' to 
realise" the military rank which he nominally held in 
the British army. ., .. 

Most unfortunately I can find no details of ilS^' 
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episode in his life^ though allusions to some brilliant 
exploits of his^ in an action before Silistria^ are frequent 
in the correspondence.^ The fullest account of Hugh's 
movements while with the Russian army is given in the 
following letter from Marshal Romanzow to Sir R. 
Gunning, British Minister at St Petersburg : — 

" Monsieur — ^Votre Excellence voudra bien permettre 
qu' encourage par les Bont^s que Messieurs ses Pr^d^ces- 
seurs ont cues pour mbi, j'ose lui addresser la pr^sente. 
Saisissant avec bien de Fempressement I'occasion de lier 
un commerce avec elle, je Tentretiendrai un pen ample- 
ment au sujet d un de ses compatriotes, M. Elliot. 

" Get officier, ayant appris I'automne pass^e, a 
Varsovie, que les P16nipotentiaires pour le Congrfes de 
Fockiany se sont s^pares, dans la persuasion que les 
hostilit^s recommenceraient, se rendit k notre arm6e^ en 
vue d*y servir comme volontaire. La n^gociation 

* Since writing thia, I have seeu a fourth edition of Tooke's Life of 
Catherine the Second, in which, after an account of a surprise of the 
Russian army at Giurgevo by the Turks in the campaign of 1773, the 
following passage occurs. "An Englishman named Elliot, in the 
service of Russia distinguished himself in an extraordinary maimer 
at Giurgevo. He sprang with no less agility than boldness over the 
heads and sabres of the Spahis, and fell into the river, which he 
croHsed by swimming." A family tradition exists of his having ac- 
curaplished jxart of -the distance by holding on to the tail of a Cossack's 
horse. Another story is alluded to in the family letters, which must 
have happened about this time, of a wonderfully rapid journey made 
by him (probably from the camp to Warsaw), all the authorities on 
the route vying with each other in expediting the traveller, who repre- 
sented liimself to be the husband of a Moldavian princess, fl}'ing back 
W her after a triumphant campaign. 
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renou^e, il profita de cet intervalle pour fiure une course 
h Constantinople. II yient h mon Quartier-G^n^nd au 
moment que la demi6re n^gociation tiralt vers sa fin. 
II apprend que la guerre va recommencer, et me 
demande d'etre employ^. En attendant^ il lui arriye^ 
k ce que j^apprends h present, des ordres de Monsieur 
son pfere, qui lui enjoignent de revenir en Angleterre. 
N*^tant point de la trempe de cet officier, it qui un 
Maix^chal r^pondit (lorsqu'il lui demanda k Fouverture 
d*une campagne la pennission de pouvoir se retirer de 
rarm^e, pix5textant des ordres de ses parents pour cet 
eflfet): * Honore pfere et mfere, et tu vivras long-temps :' 
— il me conjure de Texp^dier pour un corps oil je 
croyais qu'il y aurait le plut6t affaire. Je Fenvois en 
Vallachie. lA on lui dit que les Turcs passent prfes de 
SiliHtria. II se rend en poste au corps du O^n^ral 
Potemkin. On y vient aux mains; et dans le rapport 
que ce g^ndral me fiedt de cette affaire, il me dit 
merveille de Monsieur Elliot, de fa9on que je n'ai 
pu me dispenser d*en faire mention k ma souve- 
raine. Je me crois encore oblig^ k lui rendre justice 
aupr^s de votre Excellence. Ses aimables qualit^s ainsi 
que sa conduite k cette occasion lui ont acquis mon 
estime, et je ne nie point k votre Excellence que je 
m'int^resse beaucoup k lui. J'ose done la prior tr^ 
humblement de calmer Monsieur son p^re, et de faire 
connaitre k sa cour, Fardeur militaire de ce jeune 
officier. II m^rite d'fetrc encourag<5. J'aurai les plus 
grandes obligations k votre Excellence de cette conde- 
scendauce pour moi. Je finis cette lettrc, pent 6tre d^ja 
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trop longue, par lui presenter les assurances de la 
consideration avec laquelle j'ai Thonneur d'dtre^ Mon- 
sieur, de voire Excellence le tr6s humble et trte 

ob^isaant senritcur, ^ ^ 

Cte. Romanzow. 

Writing on the same day to Hugh himself/ Marshal 
Romanzow congratulates him on the distinction he had 
achieved^ and goes on thus : — 

'' Permettez que je youb parle h cette heure en ami. 
VouB avez parfaitement soutenu Vid6e que j'ai con9ue de 
vous, que j'ai g^ndralement de votre nation. Vous vous 
Stes expos^ une fois, ne le faites plus. Consenrez yos 
jours pour des exploits dignes d'un bon citoyen qui se 
doit k sa patrie. Peut-Stre aunds-je un jour la satis- 
faction d'admirer^ h la i&te de yos braves compatriotes, 
les talens que vous venez de deployer chez nous ; et de 
me rappeller avec bien du contentement qu'en suivant 
votre penchant^ vous vous Stes pn^par^ k Tarm^e que j'ai 
llionneur de commander^ les voyes, qui vous conduiront 
par la suite dans le chemin de la gloire^ dont vous avez, 
j'en suis convaincu^ les plus justes notions." 

In spite of this friendly advice, Hugh apparently 
could not tear himself away from the army ; for we find 

' From this letter it appears that Hugh had been serving with tho 
diTision under Potemkin. 

Potemkin, who was disliked and distrusted by Romanzow, was 
shortly afterwards sent to St Petersburg with desx>atches, and was almost 
immediately installed in the post of favourite, from which time his power 

scarcely less than that of the Empress herself .—Xi/« of Potemkin. 
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him writing to his father from the camp at Jalamutz on 
the ^^ 1773. 

" My dear Father — Since my last I left Count Solti- 
kofiTs army^ and hurried night and day to be present 
with the Feld-Marechal at his enterprise upon Silistria. 
I^ however^ found him abeady across the Danube^ and a 
short march from the place. All the officers of note, 
who have seen other armies and other wars^ agree that 
never were troops in a more desperate situation^ or with- 
drawn with more skilL The present existence of every 
individual in this army is merely owing to the conduct 
and capacity of the Marechal^ joined to the bravery of 
Greneral Weisman, who made our retreat good^ though 
at the expense of his life. I shall not endeavour to give 
a detail of the several operations which distinguished the 
attack of the town^ and our retreat of thirty miles in a 
country where a regular army would scarce attempt to 
pass in the most profound peace. I hope that you will 
not think me advantageous -^ if I mention that the Mar- 
shal was so good as to give me equal marks of approba- 
tion for my conduct during this expedition as in the 
former rencontres^ when he was pleased to treat me with 
a most flattering distinction. 

" I am most uneasy to know how you will take my 
disobedience." 

Sir Gilbert was naturally much mollified by the dis- 
tinction gamed by his son during his short period of 

^ A Gallicism, owing, no doubt, to his constant use at this time 
of French, in which language avantcigeux sometimes means vain or 
boastful 
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service with the Russian army^ and by the praises of his 
spirit and conduct which flowed in from all quarters. 
M. PouBchkin, Russian ambassador in London^ was 
desired to report to the English Grovemment the very 
strong expressions of approbation with which Marshal 
Romanzow had mentioned the young Englishman in his 
despatches to his own government ; and Mr. Wroughton^ 
in a letter to the Earl of Suffolk (Secretary of State for 
the Northern Department), dated Warsaw, 29th July 
1773, thus writes: "Field-Marshal Romanzow, in his 
relation" (to Count Stackelberg of a victory over the 
Grand Vizier) " speaks of Captain Elliot with imcommon 
praise, who, by all accoimts from the army, has distin- 
guished himself with a truly British courage ; he is in- 
deed a young man of extraordinary merit." 

In a letter which Hugh addressed to the Marshal 
after his return to England, he ascribes his appointment 
as Minister to the Court of Munich to the favourable 
impression which had been produced on the King by the 
praises which Romanzow had bestowed upon him during 
his stay with the army, and he characteristically adds — 
" Pardonnez si j'ose regretter leurs effets, puisque le 
Roi a jug^ qu'elles me rendaient dignes d'un avancement 
fort pen. ordinaire dans ce pays k mon age : quoique je 
me sens fort flatt^ de cette distinction, c'est avec bien 
de la peine que je me vois forc^ de laisser partir seuls 
deux de mes compatriotes qui vont vous chercher aux 
bords du Danube." 

The first intimation of Lord Suffolk's intention to 
admit him into the '^ foreign minister line " was given to 
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his father in the spring of 1773^ and is mentioned in a 
letter addressed to Hugh at Warsaw. From this time 
Sir Gilbert naturally became most impatient for his son's 
return to England, which, however, did not take place 
till the autumn of the year. On the 27th September 
1 773, Sir Gilbert wrote to Hugh that he was appointed 
plenipotentiary at Munich in Bavaria, with a salary of 
£5 per diem,^ though his immediate predecessor had 
been reduced to £3, a sum manifestly inadequate to 
the expenses of a foreign minister, however economical 
he might be. 

Though he was aware of his destination so early as 
September 1773, it appears that his appointment was 
not officially made until the spring of the following year. 
It bears the date of 29th April 1774. 

From the allusions which are made to this period in 
the subsequent correspondence with his family, I imagine 
the winter to have been spent by them all in London, 
and that Hugh took his full share of the amusements of 
the day. His maccaronism seems to have been a subject 
of jest among his friends, and his fun and his '' flames," 
his adventures and masquerades, and his attendance at 
Ranelagh, are frequently referred to in his sister^s letters. 

The feelings with which Hugh set out on his new 
career may be guessed at by his letter to Marshal Ro- 

' This was a mistake. Lord Suffolk, when making the appointment, 
expressed his intention of raising the salary from £3 to £5 per diem, and 
did not apprehend there would be any difficulty in so doing ; but from 
subsequent letters I find that no such alteration was made, and the 
salary remained as it had been in M. de Yismes* time. Mr. HaniB at 
Berlin had £1500 a-year, and spent, it was said, £8000. 




1774] MUNICH. 29 

manzow. In announcing his appointment to a fnend, 
he goes on: — "The only thing that consoles me is," 
etc., and he probably shared fully in the sentiments of 
disapprobation which were excited among his quondam 
comrades by the announcement of his new profession. 
"Comment," writes to him Lieutenant-Colonel Peter- 
sohn,^ from Koutschouk Cainardgi, 25th July 1774, 
"vous d^sertez les drapeaux de Mars et yous rentrez 
sous le joug de la politique ? Mais ce sont des contes ! 
Eh quoi ! cet Elliot aimable, sociable, l^er, ^tourdi, 
galant, petit maitre, consent k s'enfermer dans le fond 
des cabinets ! mais c'est im larcin fait k la soci^t^ I Cela 
me confond dans mes id^es. Quoi le vif et l^er Elliot, 
Ta done prendre sur soi Pair sombre et flegmatique d'un 
ministre, aprfes ce ph^nomfene je ne diJsesp^re pas un jour 
de voir le Pape habill^ en hussard." 

On his way to Munich, Hugh made some stay in 
Paris, where the political changes which followed on the 
accession of Louis XVI. gave him matter for some inter- 
esting communications to his Government. 

His first despatch from Munich is dated 2dd June 
1774. 

There was at that time little or no business of any 
interest depending between the Courts of Munich and 
of London«^ The questions which occupy the chief 

* Colonel Peteroohn, chargi-cC affaires of the Russian Court. 

' Since the conclusion of the Seven Years' War (1763) Austria and 
Prossia had continued to be rivals for power, within the Germanic 
Empire, while France was suspected of a design to check the ambitious 
views of both, by instigating an alliance of the secondary German powers. 
The duty of an English minister consisted in watching the progress of 
their vuious intrigues. 
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portions of my grandfather^s official correspondence 
late to matters which affected the Grerman Empire and 
the Eling of Great Britain in his electoral capacity ; per- 
haps for that Teiy reason they were all the more inter- 
esting to the King, whose cordial approval of the young 
Minister's despatches was frequently signified Uirougli 
Lord Suffolk in public and private letters. 

It appears to me, as far as I am able to judge, that 
though no important events occurred to call forth the 
manifestation of superior abilities in him during his resi- 
dence at Mimich, he displayed, nevertheless, from his first 
entrance into public life, considerable tact and unusual 
decision of character. A rapid penetration into men's 
motives, and a readiness in availing himself of the know- 
ledge he had gained, were evidently characteristics of 
his mind ; and on one occasion they were conspicuously 
shown, when, in conducting a delicate n^otiation with 
the Electoral Court, having reason to suspect that the 
Bavarian ministry were influenced by Austrian intrigues,^ 
he spiritedly refused to transact the business through 
them, and in a personal interview with the Elector, took 
on himself the responsibility of urging a policy on that 
Prince which, as being adverse to the interests of the 
House of Austria, was viewed with ill-will by the minister, 
Count Seinsheim, whose sympathies were known to be 
Austrian; 

His conduct on this occasion received much approval 
both abroad and at home. 

* Relating to the succession to the Duchy of Saxe-Lunenburg, in 
which the Hanoverian and Havarian interests were opposed. 
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If the political correspondence of the British lega- 
tion at Munich is deficient in interest^ the same cannot 
be said of the mass of private letters which flowed from 
and to^ and throtighy as will -be seen^ the hands of the 
minister. The only difficulty in dealing with these is 
where to stop in our selections. In turning them oyer, 
the eye is caught by names of such celebrity or noto- 
riety as would rejoice the heart of a collector of 
autographs; but experience obliges us to confess that 
leas imposing personages might often have written better 
letters. 

Madame du Deffand gives us nothing so amusing as 
an account, by a young English traveller, of an evening 
at her house, when a Salade h la G^noise was concocted, 
^th much fun and laughter, by some of the most brilliant 
members of her society. Prince Potemkin's interest in 
Bavaria seems to have been limited to the concerns of a 
few pretty women. The first of a long series of letters 
from Dr. Mesmer opens with a trait which is more enter- 
twning than anything that follows : — " Un remfede contre 
Jw nerfs doit fort int^resser votre nation /" 

The great majority of the miscellaneous letters are 
occupied with gossip, and were written to Hugh Elliot 
from Munich when he was at Ratisbon, or vice versd. 
The contents are often purposely disguised under an 
involved style — initial letters standing for names. Thus, 
* correspondent, writing from Ratisbon, tells us that 
"leg nouvelles particuliferes d'ici se r^duisent k peu 
^e choses, les amours dc M. de B, et de la Comtesse 
^' sont finis quant h Text^rieur, ils s'aiment encore. 
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mais n'osent se le dire. Lc Directeur de Madlle. C. la 
portc k renoncer k son inclination pour M. qui la 
dcmande en manage. Ellc d^lare qu'elle renonce & 
lui, la bouche le dit, le ccBur nc le pense pas; ils s'aiment 
toujours, et n'en sont que plus malheureux. Les 
amours du gros L. et de Madame d'Y. sont finis et 
assez mal^ car ils nWt pu venir k Tamiti^ aprfes leur 
rupture ; ceux de N. avec R. sont plus tranquils/' etc 
etc. 

The only impression left on the uninitiated reader 
by such a composition as this, is that the letters of 
the alphabet have taken to disorderly courses. But 
after a careful examination of many such documents, 
order rises out of chaos, and something like a vision 
of the social life of the Bavarian capital dawns upon the 
mind. 

At the period of Hugh Elliot's arrival in Bavaria, 
nothing could exceed the poverty and misery of the 
people, or the extravagance and gaiety of the Court 

In an official letter to Mr. Eden, 10th September 
1 774, he writes : — " To draw any picture of the state of 
this country would be to go back two ages in the pro- 
gress of society. They are in nothing on a par with the 
rest of Europe, except in music and debauchery. . . . 
That you may judge of the universal ignorance that 
overspreads this country, I shall only give you two 
anecdotes which have fallen under my own observation. 
The trial by torture is the ordinary method, in this 
Electorate, of convicting criminals. Some time since, 
three poor fellows, after having been by this means 




:i. 774] MUNICH. 33 

forced to a confession^ suffered capital punishment. A 

^ew days aaerwards, their innocence waB proved by the 

capture of the really guilty parties. An Englishman 

^ho happened to be here at the time, expressed his 

surprise that so cruel a catastrophe should have occurred 

under the generally mild government of the Elector; 

this remark had like to have provoked a discussion, to 

avoid which the Englishman said that this point was 

much better treated of in a chapter in L'Esprit dea 

Lois, than by anything he could say on the subject 

Our Premier, with whom he was speaking, repeated 

several times the word esprit, on which the Englishman 

asked him if he had not read it. He said he believed 

it was among the number of books which the Pope had, 

considering his situation, given him a dispensation to 

i^, but that, for his part, il n'aimait pas les esprits 

forts. 

" Speaking lately with the President of Finances of 
the calamities occasioned by the late famine, and of the 
various plans proposed for avoiding the recurrence of 
such misfortunes, he said that in other countries pre- 
cautions might be necessary, but in this, in case of a 
^^t of grain, they had an easy resource in the course 
of the Danube, by which they could always send off 
numbers of people on a short warning, and that they 
"^ already experienced the advantage of this method 
of getting rid of the superfluous mouths in the last 
famine, when many thousands went to live in the 
^^rian dominions. To this ingenious plan is owing 
^^^ present unpopulousness of this once peopled country. 

D 
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I am told the Austrians have now in their service enough 
of Bavarian subjects to conquer the whole Electorate." 

Mr Listen/ writing to Lady Elliot a few months 
after their arrival at Munich^ tells her^ " that several of 
our people of fashion and men of letters are still 
employed in search of the philosopher's stone^^ and Mr. 
Elliot has almost drawn a challenge on himself, by 
venturing to doubt that burning the hand with St 
Hubert's key was an infallible cure for the bite of a mad 
dog." 

Miracles, too, were rife in Bavaria, and the young 
protdg4 of Hume and of Madame du Deffand must 
have had some difficulty in listening with patience to 
the feats of a certain Gassner, who, under the protec- 
tion of the Bishop of Ratisbon, undertook to exorcise 
devils for the benefit of the Electorate.^ He was said 
to have expelled legions of evil spirits from the poorer 
orders; and, to judge by the descriptions of Munidb 
society, it is much to be feared that the fiends must 
have taken refuge with the higher. 

The Court at that time consisted of the Elector and 
Electress, who were childless (the question of the Bava- 
rian succession loomed already in the distance) ; of the 
Electress of Saxony, sister of the Elector of Bavaria 
and daughter of the Emperor Charles the Seventh ; of 
the Elector Palatine and his wife, who, like the 

' Mr. Liston had accompanied my graDdfather to Munich in the 
capacity of private secretary. 

* Wraxall in 1779, found the Viennese nobility engaged in the 
same search. — See his Memoirs of the Court of Berlin, etc., voL ii. 

^ See account in Wraxall's Memoirs of the Court ofBerHn, etc. 
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Electress of Saxony, were only occasional though fre- 
quent nsitors to Munich ; and of the Prince of Deux- 
ponts/ who claimed to be in the Bavarian succession 
after the death of the Elector Palatine, the immediate 
heir of the Elector of Bavaria, but who, like him, was 
childless. An old Margravine of Baden completed the 
circle of royal personages, and her death followed the 
arrival of my grandfather within the year, and was thus 
notified to him by a fair maid of honour whose letters 
are among his correspondence : — "La pauvre Margravine 
se meurt d'une hydropisie, et cela pour une pudeur mal 
plao^e, ne voulant montrer ses jambes qui ^taient 
cnfl^ Grands Dieux ! oh la pudeur va-t-elle se 
placer." 

The Elector, an agreeable and accomplished, though 
vcak man, seems at once to have been propitiated by 
Mr. Elliot's pleasing appearance and manners, and to 
have made him his frequent companion in his hunting 
and shooting expeditions. " The Elector," wrote Mr. 
Listen, " is extremely fond of hunting, and Mr. Elliot 
has added considerably to the favour in which he 
already stood, by attending him every day he has taken 
^hat exercise, not to mention his having made almost 
the whole Electoral family drunk with punch, once or 
t^ce, after their return from the chase in the evening." 
The Electress, of whom we hear little, except that she 

Prince Maximilian of Deux-Ponts, afterwards King of Bavaria by 
^ name of Maximilian I., became an intimate friend and a frequent 
^^^^ffespondent of Mr. Elliot's. He was godfather to mv uncle of the 
^^^ name, bom at Dresden 1796. 
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had the unfortunate habit of winking her eyes in 
moments of miusual emotion, was surrounded by a hevj 
of fair ladies, among whom Madame Daun/ the corre- 
spondent, already alluded to, and the ^^ black-eyed 
Saleme," were the most admired.^ 

The other chief personages, whose names or letters 
arc of frequent occurrence in the correspondence, are 
the Prime Minister, Count Seinsheim; the Austrian 
Minister, Count Hartig, " a little decrepit man," who is 
described as constantly pushing forvrard to attract the 
Elector^s attention, while the latter coolly talked over 
his head to my grand&ther, to the great amusement of 
the Court; M. de Folard, the French Minister; Baron 
Samy, the confidential counsellor of the Elector ; and to 
these we may add the Preisings, Torrings, Bereheims, 
and others, all leading members of the Bavarian nobility. 

* This lady, though unmarried, had brevet rank in virtue of her 
appointment at Court Her letters are ftigned Delta. 

' A testimony to the attractions of Madlle. de Salerne may be read 
in Mozart's letters, where the following passages occur: — 

•* Munich, Sep. 29, 1777. 

** This afternoon I wont to Count Saleme'a His daughter is a maid 
of honour, and was one of the hunting party (at Court). Tonng 
Countess Saleme recognised me at once, and waved her hand tome 
repeatedly (as she passed in a procession from the royal chapel). 

**Oct. 2, 1777. — Yesterday I was again at Count Saleme's. Papa 
most not, however, imagine that I like to be at Count Saleme's on 
account of the yoimg lady ; by no means, for she is unhappily in 
waiting, and therefore never at home ; but I am to see her at Court 
to-morrow. 

*' Countess Saleme is a Frenchwoman. The daughter plays nicely, 
but fails in time. I thought this arose from want of ear on her part, 
but I find 1 can blame no one but her teacher. " 
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Madame de Torring-Seefeld enjoyed the unquestionable 
dishonour of representing Madame de Montespan at a 
court which boasted to be a Versailles in miniature ; 
and to prove that French sentiments on such subjects 
were m the ascendant^ I need only quote a curious 
phrase in a note of Delta's to my grandfather : — " Notre 
pauvre Adelaide" (Madame de Torring-Seefeld) "con- 
tinae toujours malade^ et Ton parle m^me en yille de 
choses qui me percent le cceur et qui me rendent triste. 
On dit qu'elle devrait se retirer ; clle n'est ma foi^ pas 
encore d'ftge k cela." The scene of the chief pleasures 
of the Court was Nymphenburg, a country palace of the 
£Iector^8 which Pollnitz describes in his letters as a lieu, 
^nchant^; gardens, waters, woods, hunting-grounds, 
diversified its delights. Three times a-week during the 
summer the Electress held a court there, when tables 
for play were prepared in the galleries, while, for those 
vho preferred them, gilded gondolas floated on the lake, 
wid pony phaetons driven by a " cavalier" were at the 
orders of the ladies who chose a moonlight drive through 
the woods. A supper, to which all foreigners were 
Emitted, closed the entertainment. In Munich itself, 
the amusements were not fewer : — " La Cour de Bavifere 
^t, sans contredit," says Pollnitz, " la plus galante et la 
plus polie de TAUemagne. Nous y avons Com^die 
Fran9aifle,^ bal, et jeu tons les jours. II y a trois fois 

* In 1774 they had an opera too, for on the 17th January of that 
year my grandfather writes that he is just ** come home from hearing 
*° Opera Buffa composed by the famous Mozart, whom you may 
^^ember when only eight years old in England. He is now maUre 
^ ^pelU to the Bishop of Salzburg, and receives about three guineas 
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par seniaine concert^ tout le monde y assiste masqu^ ; 
aprfes le concert on joue et Ton danse. Ces assembles 
publiques^ oti TElecteur et toute sa cour assistant, sont 
d'un grand revenu pour les valets-de-chambre de I'Elec- 
teur; car outre que chacun paye k I'entr^, ils ont aussi 
Taigent des cartes, et ils sont int^ress^s dans presque 
toutes les banques. De sorte que ces domestiques ont 
presque tout Tai^nt de la noblesse."^ Mr. Liston, too, 
speaks of similar expenses at Nymphenburg as being 
very heavy. 

Such were the scenes, and such the dramatis person^B 
to which the young diplomatist was introduced in the 
summer of 1774, at the early age of twenty-two. The 
accounts of his presentation at Court are amusingly con- 
trasted in his own and Mr. Liston's letters. '' Le bon 
liston,'* as he is frequently called by Hugh's foreign 
correspondents, gives a somewhat pompous description 
of the ceremony; of the dignity and grace of the 
Minister, which put the Princes themselves out of coun- 
tenance, while the poor Electress took to opening and 
shutting one of her eyes " with the quick involuntary 
motion" which " invariably betrays her embarrassment :" 
— of the extravagant praises of the ladies of the Court, 
and the open envy of the Austrian envoy ; and last, not 
least, of the '^ bare-faced advances" and '^ masculine 
attacks" made on him by the fiEur sex in general, winding 
up thus : — " What I admire the most is, that he has con- 

a-month salarj-. I never felt the power of music l)efore, but am now a 
convert, and have already begun to play upon the flute." 
* iMJre^^ du Baron FdllnitZy torn. i. p. 328. 
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trived not to make enemies of those ho has refused^ a 
point which is surely not to be managed without diffi- 
culty." There certainly does not appear to have been 
much scope for romance at the Court of Munich^ and 
perhaps it was lucky for my grandfather that, as he him- 
self says^ '^ there is not one good-looking woman in this 
town, by good fortune, for I should be in great danger 
of learning to talk en Pastor Fido, such is the style of 
this country." 

His letter to his mother, written (July) after his pre- 
sentation to the Electoral family, is full of boyish fun : — 
" I made my speech and bows with becoming gravity, 
and did not once lose command of my upper lip, which 
I find sometimes apt to betray the mournful composure 
to which I can now at conunand bring the rest of my 
feoe.*' On leaving the presence of the Electress a terrible 
dilenmia presented itself — how to retreat without turning 
his back on the courtly circle ; happily the terpsichorean 
instructions of M. Gallini rushed on his mind, and a 
neatly-executed pirouette extracted him from the diffi- 
culty " in a manner which could not have wounded 
the susceptibilities of the most sensitive Frau in the 
empire." 

His letters to his father are formal and constrained, 
recalling old Fuller's remark that, " Some, for fear their 
orations should giggle, will not even let them smile." 
To his mother went all the fim, the folly, the sentiment, 
and speculation, which found themselves at the tip of 
his pen : — " I wish you was as thoroughly convinced as 
I am of the maxim that to enjoy is to- obey. I really 
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believe that one would better deserve canonisaticHi for 
having established societies for the reception de VcMegro^ 
than for having founded the most mortified, starved com- 
munity of monks that ever wearied Heaven and th^n- 
selves with their gloomy penances and prayers. As for 
me, I believe I have spirits enough to enliven a whole 
German court I am now settled at Munich. The town and 
society are both very agreeable ; and my future prospects 
promise nothing that is tinged with a sable dye.'' 

And so he began his new life — '^ youth at the prow, 
and pleasure at the helm;" but by the spring of 1775 
clouds were appearing on the horiion; diasatkfiiction 
with the tedious frivolity of the society, disgust with the 
'^ venal creatures" who preyed upon the Court, and daily- 
increasing money difficulties, contributed to give a tone 
of gloom to his mind. The most cheerful feature of 
the time consisted in the occasional presence of young 
English travellers, who, amid much folly and vice, were 
not wholly unmindful of better things. Among these 
the most conspicuous were Mr. Pitt,^ one of my grand- 
father's constant correspondents ; Mr. Stanley,^ a son of 
Lord Derby's ; Mr. Bagnall, of whose romantic passion 
for a fair Bavarian Delta writes as follows : — *^ II est 
devant ime jolie femme conmae en presence d'une laide 
ImpiSratrice,— c'est bien Anglais;" and Lord Lindsay,^ 
who was travelling with Mr. Brydone. Mr. Brydone, 
Mr. Pitt, and my grandfather, in their subsequent corre- 

* William Morton Pitt, afterwanis M. P. for Dorsetshire. 
« Mr. Stanley died in 1779. 

* Only son of the Duke of Ancaster, succeeded liis father, and died 
in 177R 
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qpondence^ frequently allude to a scheme which appears 
to have originated with my grandfather^ and of which 
the object was the formation of a society of patriotic 
oien. " I mean/* writes Mr. Rtt, " of true patriotic men 

^Bot such as the word now means — who should unite 

to carry on good schemes during their whole liyes."^ 

'^ Bow many hours we have spent in discussing the 

plan/' he writes on another occasion, and how infinitely 

superior to the society in which they lived did such dis- 

cvufflons make them I All glory to English influences, 

^hich, in the midst of idle dissipation, can still suffice 

to raise ennobling aspirations. To borrow a phrase of 

South's, " leaning on hope's anchor, they did not stick 

H in the mud," but looked on from present follies and 

Mures to future years of useful life at home. 

Dreaming patriots, and black-eyed maids of honour, 
^hat fiftte was yours ? Did the beguiling phantoms of 
jour youth become the haunting ghosts of after years ? 
I know not; but to one of you life was checkered 
henceforth with joy and sorrow, with &ilure and success, 
^ a greater degree than common, and time floated him 
•^pidly away from the sheltered scenes of youth. 

It seems to haye been the misfortune of my 
Sfandfather^s temperament, and one which was strength- 

^ One of those schemes appears to have been the emancipation of 
tQ« Roman Catholics. A great impression had been produced in these 
young Englishmen by the sight of the numbers of their countr3rmen 
^"0. with English hearts, were serving in foreign armies. Mr. Pitt 
^^ntions that four hundred English officers belonging to the Austrian 
*nny had been presented in one day to the Duke of Gloucester, then 
^TiTelling abroad. Many of those brave men were affected to tears . 



/' 
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ened by circumstances, that fits of energy and of high 
aspiration were rapidly succeeded by depression and 
ennuu With romantic notions of honour, he combined 
habits of carelessness and irr^ularity, and a fecility of 
disposition which could not fail to bring his affidrs into 
disorder; with a peculiarly sensitive and imagiuatiye 
mind, he was placed by circumstances in a society 
which ignored every species of delicacy; with intel- 
lectual tastes, his life led him among singularly unculti- 
vated minds. And these contradictions of temperament 
and of conditions were not overruled, as they might 
have been, by a determined will. There was in him a 
certain indolence and instability of character which 
made performance ever lag behind promise; liking 
display but hating restraints ; doing as others did with 
a dissatisfied consciousness that he should have done 
better ; loving keenly his absent friends, but alienating 
them by unpunctuality or n^lect in his correspondence; 
morbidly brooding over disappointments, while forgetful 
of the singular good fortune of his career — ^his letters at 
this period give one the feeling of a character that was 
out of joint. 

To an application, early in 1775, which he made for 
leave, for the purpose of setting his afiairs in order, 
Lord Suffolk returned a most kind and friendly refusaL 
Nevertheless, on the score of ill-health, he did shortly 
after absent himself from his post, and placed himself 
under the treatment of a celebrated quack doctor at 
Berne, M. Shuppach.^ 

* Shuppach was a Swiss peasant of small learning, but " i^ith fifty 
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That the reasons for this journey were chiefly 
connected with money matters is proved by the fact 
of his assuming a faise name — that of Mr. Thomas 
Bellamy. 

From his boyish days Hugh seems to have been 
careless and extraTagant in his habits. From Warsaw, 
when setting out for Constantinople, he wrote to his 
father thus : — " As I am living on my patrimony now, 
I must live on nothing hereafter;" a communication to 
which his father might have replied, like the man in a 
French play, " L'air, monsieur, est un fort sot aliment." 
But no previous difficulties had approached in gravity 
to those which he was now obliged to confess to his 
family, and Sir Gilbert's letters to his son are both 
severe and affecting. In one of them he expatiates on 
the mortification he had experienced in abandoning 
some intended improvements at Minto — a step which 
the demands made upon him by his sons had obliged 
him to take. In another letter he says, with admirable 
good sense, "We may certainly live happy in great 
poverty, but in modem Europe one cannot act in any 
public situation without great fortune or unrelenting 
economy." 

It does not appear firom the correspondence that the 
embarrassments my grandfather had to contend with 
were attributable to any other cause than carelessness 
in his general habits. At a period when the leading 
young men of his country were confirmed gamblers, he 

years' experience of the practice of medicine," during which he had 
disoovered the effect of many herbs, and was supposed to have been 
successful in the treatment of various diseases. 
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seems to have had no taste for play, though living at a 
place where it formed the staple amusement. He no 
doubt did play, and may have lost more than he could 
afford, but of serious debts incurred on this account 
there are no traces. The unfavourable reports of his 
manner of life which seem to have reached his friends 
in England at this time, are by them referred to two 
heads : 1^^, Expensive habits and a taste for show ; 2d, 
An undisguised contempt for the society in which he 
lived. To these accusations Mr. Liston replied in detaiL^ 
The first charge he dismissed at once, by the statement 
that from the moment my grandfather had perceived 
the inadequacy of his means to support the ministerial 
dignity, according to the notions he conceived of it^ he 
had manfiilly entered on a system of economy and 
retrenchment. The second charge was not to be so 
lightly disposed of. '^ I wish the dislike were more 
owing to maccaronism than it really is. That affecta- 
tion would soon wear off, while the unconunon delicacy 
he feels with regard to characters and manners is likely 
to attend him through life. He has indeed too much 
good sense, and is much too well bred to discover the 
least symptoms of disapprobation to the persons con- 
cerned; but it is difficult to reject the addresses of 
almost every woman in the place, without giving offence 

^ Some of the unavoidable expenses of a foreign minister are 
described as very large. At Munich he was expected to fee eveiy 
officer of the Elector's household on his introduction at Court ; to be 
driven in a coach-and-four when accompanjnng the Elector to his 
country seats ; and to pay largely when mounted on the Elector's 
horses. 
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to some, and his dislike to the society in general is be- 
trayed by a constant preference of English men, English 
ideas, and English things. He has, however, really 
much regard for the Elector, the French Minister, and 
some others." Mr. Liston's letters^ at this time not 
only throw much light on my grandfather's life, but 
proTe the writer of them to have been a wise and kind 
friend, and a judicious adviser. 

It appears in those days the personnel of a mission 
at one of the minor Courts was confined to the minister 
himself. Mr. Liston, who acted as Mr. Elliot's secretaiy, 
went out with him in an unofficial capacity,^ and during 
this very year, 1775, he had to consider the eligibility 
of accepting a professorship at Edinburgh, which, how- 
ever, he rejected for the sake of remaining near my 
grand&ther. During the latter's frequent absences from 
his post, Mr. Liston was from time to time called on to 
correspond with the Foreign Office, and he was at last 
p^ularly admitted into the diplomatic body as charg^ 
d'affaires. 

Mr. de Vismes, Mr. Elliot's predecessor at the Court 
of Munich, had no secretaiy, " contenting himself with 
a boy, who understood no language but his own, merely 
to copy for him." 

To return from this digression to my grandfather's 

^ In these letters, Hugh Elliot is named under the disguise of the 
Prince of Monaco. 

* Among my grandfather's papers is a letter introducing a gentleman 
who had officiated as a tutor to the sons of '*Mr. Penn, the proprietor 
of Pennsylvania,** and who was now anxious to be employed as secretary, 
or in some similar capacity. 
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concerns. — Haying spoken of the weaknesses to which 
his money difficulties were in part attributable^ it must 
not be overlooked that his virtues also led him into acts 
of prodigality which prudence condenmed* " Have 
you," says Mr. de Vismes, writing fix)m Stockholm, 
'' discovered a gold deposit, that you think yourself jus- 
tified in giving a hundred louis to Madam* Samy V* 

Madame Samy was the widow of the Elector's meet 
confidential and favourite adviser, Baron Samy, who in 
his lifetime had been of signal use to my grand&ther, 
both by showing him personal kindness, and by further- 
ing English views of policy in opposition to those of 
Austria. He had died suddenly, leaving his widow in 
circumstances of great distress, from which no one but 
my grandfather showed any readiness to relieve her. In 
a grateful letter, which she addressed to him at this time, 
she wrote : " The Elector has been with me, and is veiy 
kind, but he did not say anything of assisting me." 

Shortly " after Mr. Elliot's arrival at Munich, a cir- 
cumstance occurred which attracted general attention to 
him. During a violent thunderstorm, the lightning set 
fire to a village in sight of the Palace of Nymphenbui^g, 
where the Court then was. While the courtiers were 
crossing themselves, and praying that the next bolt might 
not strike the palace, Mr. Elliot hurried out of the 
drawing-room, and ran through the storm to the village. 
Arrived there, he found* the people panic-stricken, and 
instantly set them an example of courage and activity, 
by going to the assistance of those belonging to the 
burning house, at the same time putting his purse, in 
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which there were from ten to fifteen gumeas^ m the 
hands of one of the suflferers." ^ 

To his servants my grandfather was indulgent to a 
fiault ; and the fourberies of a certain yalet^ La Coste, 
who had his prototypes in the Scapins of French comedy, 
are ifrequently alluded to in the correspondence. 

The early part of 1775 found the young diplomatist 
rusticating in Switzerland.^ How he passed his time 
there is not told us ; but from a letter of Madame de 
Thun's, it seems that he had written to her in higher 
praise of the scenery of the country than of its passion- 
less and apathetic inhabitants, for she writes thus in 
reply : — . . . " Je n'aime pas h, me persuader ' que 
rhomme ddgenhre quand il n'est que laborieux, frugal, et 

^ Letter from Mr. Liston to Lady Elliot 

' Daring Mr. Elliot's absence from his post, Sir R. Keith passed 
through Munich, and visited many of its lions in company with Mr. 
Liston. **0n Friday," writes Mr. Liston, 16th April 1775, **we saw 
the ordinary procession of the day, which is sufficiently ridiculous. Sir 
K. was much amused with the idea of Seefield's acting le bon IHeu 
on this occasion, which he did as usual. We spent that afternoon in 
the gardens of Nymphenburg. On our return to town we went and 
saw the procession of the Slaves of Virtue. It consists of the Elec- 
tresses, the Dames des Clefs and Dames de Cour, and some of the 
nobility (of these last were Madame Max Preising, the Bcrcheim, and 
half-a-dozen more), followed by a dozen of poor girls, who are educated 
at the Electress's expense. They visited all the churches and chapels 
in town, and some on foot from three o'clock till near eight. The dress 
gives them the look of nuns, but it is white and handsome, and serves 
rather to set them off than otherwise. I observed that your good 
friend the Daun, not to mention others, had thought a little rouge 
would give relief to her charms ; the Daun especially was plastered up 
to the eyes. ' 
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aans passions,' il me parait si difficile de bien dinger oee 
demifercs que je n'aime pas k me conyaincre qu'elles sont 
absolument n^cessaires pour 61eyer Tftme. . • . Je 
ne saurais m'emp6cher de croire que le peuple sans 
passions sera le plus heureux et contribuera davantage k 
la tranquillity g^n^rale." And then she adds with some 
malice, '^ Si tos provinciaux en Am^rique, par example, 
^taient comme les Suisses des montagnes^ ils yous don- 
neraient bien moins de besogne aujourd'hui. • . • 
Vous conyiendrez avec moi que s'ils n'6taient que frugal, 
laborieux, et sans passions, ils se seraient laiss^ impoeer 
les lois par I'Angleterre, qui n'^tant point on^reuses ne 
peuvent choquer que leur passion de Tind^pendance. 

'' Je YOUS demande mille pardons. J'^tais Boston!- 
enne de coeur. Je le suis un pen moins k pr^nt; 
Dependant j'ai toutes les peines du monde k me rendre 
bonne Anglaise dans cette occasion." — (Luxembouig, 24 
Aoftt 1775.) 

The Austrian fine ladies were, like their sisters of 
Paris, '^ Bostoniennes de coeur;" but a few more years 
of the reign of the reforming Emperor Joseph, and a few 
more steps taken in the direction of revolution in France, 
sufficed to change the current of their sympathies. 

In Munich itself, the dread word Reform was heard 
in the current year, and was received by the courtiers 
much as the blast of the last trumpet may hereafter 
be. 

A visit from an Austrian Archduke led to expensive 
ft'tca at court, and to still more expensive presents. 
Tliongh the visitor was grave, taciturn, and shy, " in- 
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Henffible comme uii Anglais" to the adranceB of the 
dameai de cour, still etiquette required that he should 
be made to feast and to dance ; not a pearl or a diamond 
was left at home when the court assembled to do him 
honour, and when he went away, parting gifts of extra- 
orlinary splendour were bestowed upon him. Delta's 
next letters hint of a day of reckoning. *^ On fait des 
projets d'(^nomie ; M. de Bercheim les conduit tant bien 
que mal k leur fin, et tout le monde se borne k le maudire 
et k d^iircr le voir pendrc ; nous, femmes de la cour som- 
mcH de ce nonibrc.*' Again, '' <)u vcut toujours &ire des 
KefurmcH. Oh ! mon Dicu ! que fera t-on de nous ?" 

\ play (I fiiil to decipher its name) came out which 
attacked the prodigality and corruption of the govern- 
ment and the nobilitv. Certain well-known anecdotes 
were intrixluccd in the dialogue, the house applauded ; 
more delicate allusicmH were loudly interpreted by the 
audience. Voices calle<l out *' Cest pire que cela, telle 
ct telle chose a 6i6 oubli<^, j*ai donned pour ce senrice \h 
une bague de 1000 f. ;'* and the epigrams of the stage 
received their point from the pit. Delta ends this 
curious account of a first night by the remark, '^ On 
croit qu*on ne donnera plus cette pi6ce.*' 

The (.'ourt betook itself to prayer : — " A ce point 
nous Hommes k la devotion, surtout k la cour ; Imhi gr6 
mal gn^ il faut prier!'* Was it in an ectmomiml mood 
that the maids of honour sent to the tailor for an old coat 
€>f the young minister's, with the professed intention of 
dividing the velvet and embroidery among themselvi 
** IIal>it de velours, Nacarath — broderie en or ?** 

K 
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My grandfEither returned to Bayaria in the ooutBe of 
June or July^ his afiairs haying been arranged and hk 
health re-established ; and, except during short interralsy 
he remained there until he finally left the countiy in the 
autumn of the following year. 

For economical reasons, and perhaps partly too in 
indulgence of a morbid dislike to society, the life which 
he now entered upon at Ratisbon^ [December 1775] 
was one of such extreme seclusion as to cause much 
remark and censure among his friends.^ The econo- 
mical yiews which justified it were probably those 
which he was most anxious to conceal fix>m the public, 
and, with his usual heedlessness of the opinion of 
the society in which he liyed, he did not, by disguising 
that he despised it, seek to ayoid giying ofience. Seyeral 
of his correspondents at this time condenm his uniyersal 

^ He was accredited to the Diet at Ratisbon as representatiTe of the 
Elector of Hanover. 

* "I am here," he wrote to his father, "in an inferior position, 
which requires neither show nor expense. I am master of erery 
minute in the day. . . . That I might bo still less liable to inter- 
ruption, I have taken a small house upon an island in the Danube, 
where I am fed by the woman it belongs to, without trouble to mjtelf, 
and at a moderate price. I have already b^un the course which I 
intend to follow as long as I remain here. I rise early about six ^ 
till breakfast I do any business that is necessary. The whole momin^^ 
till two I am employed in reading, chiefly a plan of study as an introduc- 
tion to this line, which Lord Stormont gave me at Paris. .... 
From two to three I make a solitary dinner. From three to five I 
have German and fencing masters, and then I walk, ride, or drive 
about the hills and woods that surround us till dusk, when I go into 
the Danube ; and after that I walk about my island, and am often with 
you and my family." — 13^ August 1775. 
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flocptidsn. ** YoQ arc too hard on the fidr sex/ oajs 
one. *' I had rather not be so clear-sighted as to men's 
motiTeSy" sajs another. It was a phase of feeling 
which most men pass through. Self-doceiyed oven 
more than deceived by others, they have still to learn 
that life will reflect their own imago — '^ as in water face 
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." 

^\liilc a young man does not pay Us debts, all men 
are rogues to him ; while he makes love to twenty 
women, the fiiithlessness of the sex will be his favourite 
theme. 

It must have been in a sanguine mood that Hugh 
Elliot, fitmi his retirement at Itatisbon, wrote to various 
friends at Munich, in the hope of firing them with the 
charms of philosophy. To Delta CHpccially he seems 
to have urged the great superiority of friendMhip over 
love. ** Distinguons *' is easily said, but under certain 
cirrumstanccs it requires a strong head and a subtle 
wit U) do it 

She replied : ** Vous Otes vraiment singulier ! bien 
^loigntk; de vous taxcr d'impolitesse, votre lettrc et la 
belle franchise qui y r^gne m*a fait l)eaucoup de 
plaisir; du reste, joubliais de vous fairc des remer- 
ciments des conseils c)ue vous me donnez. Jc les trouvo 
grands et beaux, et vous avez raison ; mais on s'ennuie 
parfois avcc toutes ces combinaisons. Kxcusez si je 
TouA dis que vos reflexions sont une suite de votre 
d^iart** At all events, if she was to take up philo- 
aopby, she wishetl to hear him philosophise. " Quo 
j€ voudrais vous entendre discourir ; quelles reflexions I 




62 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [177-^ 

quelle yariet^ ! et tout cela avec Liston^ yotre chien et> 
les champs pour les seuls auditeurs." 

His retirement at Ratisbon provoked two excellent 
letters from Countess Thun. 

'^ Je suis r^solue de vous grondcr^ et cela tout de 
bon. Allons^ justifiez tous. Viyez-Yous comme un 
ours ? pourquoi fuyez-vous le monde ? pourquoi yiyei- 
yous comme une taupe dans un trou? Pourquoi 
maltraitez-yous les femmes? que yous ont elles done 
fait ces pauyres femmes ? yous ne les halssiez pas trop 
autrefois ! Pourquoi cachez-yous les talens que le del 
vous a donnds ; et enfin^ pourquoi n'6tes-yous plus oet 
aimable gar9on d'autrefois? Si c'est humeur, il ne faut pas 
se la passer ; si c'est m^lancolie, il faut fidre un effort 
pour s en tirer ; si c'est chagrin, il faut se dissiper ; si 
cest une passion tendre, c'est trop : fi ! je ne yeux pa» 
seulement le croire, il faut une raison plus essentielle et 
plus sdrieuse pour un changcment comme celui-lk." 

Mr. Elliot must have replied to this letter by m 
statement of the pecuniary difficulties which had made 
it incumbent on him to withdraw from the expenses of 
society, for, in a letter dated December 1 4, 1 775, after 
congratulating herself on haying drawn from him a confi- 
dence so honourable to liim, she proceeds to giye him 
some excellent adyice on the necessity of making his 
system of economy compatible with the other require- 
ments of his daily life, since ^' le moycn d'une retraite 
absolue" is not always within one's power, though no 
doubt more agreeable to a young man's humour than a 
constant carefulness in the management of his expenses. 
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To his misanthropical objections to society, she also 
^^plies with no less good sense (Vienna, 1775) : — 

** Je ne pretends pas que vous voyiez le monde avec 
les monies yeux dont vous I'ayez vu avant de le con- 
naitre, — il est impossible d'fitre longtemps la dupe de 
8oa n^t. . . . Mais que diriez-yous d'un acteur qui se 
trouvant sur la sc^ne s'occuperait de Tillusion au lieu de 
remplir son esprit et son coeur de son r61e ? Chacun se 
doit k 8oi-m@me et aux autres de jouer son rdle de son 
nueux tant qu'il est sur la sc@ne, . . . Rien n'est plus 
dwigereux pour un jeune homme avec votre esprit, votre 
ccaur et vos talens, que ce systfcme d'indiflKrence. II 
Test d'autant plus, que vous sentant par T^l^vation de 
v<>s sentimens, et par le m^pris de ce qui fait Tobjet des 
d^irs du commun des hommes, au-dessus du reste de 
VWmanit^, vous ne vous en d^fiez pas ! 

** Quand on ne trouve rien dans ce globe digne de la 
P^ine de F^treindre, quand on raisonne lorsqu*on devndt 
^r, quand on laisse ^teindre ses passions plutOt que 
ie les dinger, et qu'alors on manque de Taiguillon que 
*^ Nature nous a donn^ pour nous fidre agir, on reste 
^^iw une inaction qui finit par nous rendre coupable. 
^^ c'est lit oil vos raisonnements vous conduiront insen- 
^Wement. Je suis de votre avis qu*un homme qui se 
^^^e au d^sir de se faire une reputation est bien la 
d^pe; mais je crois aussi qu'il y a une sorte d'ambition 
q^il ne fitut jamais laisser ^teindre en soi, — celle d'6tre 
utile k 8es semblables. Ce but Ik est grand par soi- 
Difime, et m^rite bien la peine de s'en occuper. Quand 
*^ femmes, vous pensez bien que je ne vous en parlerai 
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pas B^rieufiement. J'en demande pardon k men sexe, 
mais j'aime bien mieux qu'on ne parle k aucune que de 
s'occuper uniquement de toutes. Je ne oonnais nea 
dans la nature plus m^prisable qu'un homme qui en fiiit 
son unique affaire." 

Of an indifference to feme, or an unreadineBS to aeek 
it in active exertion, Hugh Elliot could not be accuaed ; 
his mistake lay in supposing that he could only usefully 
serve his country in one way, and that way one which 
was not open to him. Either while iu Switzeriand, or 
soon after his return to Germany, he had conununicated 
privately to Lord Suffolk his ardent desire to join the 
army in America as a volunteer. 

Believiog that his knowledge of foreign languages 
and of foreign armies might make him useful in acting 
¥dth the foreign contingent, he begged that if his ser- 
vices could be made available, he might on any terms 
rejoin his old profession. 

Lord Suffolk's answer is most kind. (Private, 
August 1775.) 

" The personal activity with which you are eager to 
support the cause of Great Britain does you the greatest 
honour, and I must request you not to think me insensible 
to the spirit which animates you on this occasion, if I 
attempt to check the zeal of it at present, and advise 
you to defer, at least, the execution of the ideas it has 
suggested. I don't say that the time may not come 
when such an example as you propose may be of essen- 
tial service ; if it should, I will join with you in laying 
aside all other considerations, and recommend it to you 
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to set it But at this moment I should not act with the 
r^ard I feel for you if I did not dissuade you from 
quitting the walk you are in^ in which you do so well^ 
and are so likely to be advanced." 

In the followmg spring Hugh again repeated his 
desire to join the army^ and was again with equal kind- 
ness dissuaded from doing so by Lord Suffolk. By this 
time, however, his intentions and wishes had reached 
his family, and had naturally excited their warm opposi- 
tion, and apparently the matter soon afterwards dropped. 

Sir Gilbert's letters on the subject show more impa- 
tience of his son's Quixotism than of sympathy with his 
feelmgs. His mother warns him thatTcaL of his 
countiy would not be much advanced by his losing an 
arm or a leg; while Mr. Eden,^ already a friend and 
soon to become a relation, writes as follows : — 

'' I fully feel with you that the period is come when 
the noble enthusiasm of individuals in the Old World is 
the only weapon that can be brandished with success 
against the mad multitude of the New, but your &ther 
sees and thinks that there are spirited Britons enough 
stiU left to answer the national purposes, without his 
hazarding a son who has too fair a prospect in his pre- 
sent line of life to turn from it without some more press- 
ing exigency than yet exists." 

The mania of volunteering for the army appears to 
have seized at the same moment upon all the young 

' William Eden, Esq., Private Secretary to Lord Suffolk. He 
married, in the autumn of 1776, Eleanor Elliot, Hugh's youngest sister, 
and in 1789 was created Lord Auckland. 
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Englishmen who had spent the winter of 1774 or 1775 
at Munich together. One of them, Mr. Stanley/ did 
accompany his uncle, General Bui^oyne, to America; 
the rest were obliged by their families to content them- 
selves with vain aspirations after " distinctions to be 
earned on Bunker's Hill." 

Lord Lindsay, the only son of the Duke of Ancaster, 
was one of those most bent on volunteering for the anny. 
He was prevented from doing so by the commands of 
his father and the tears of his mother; while Hugh 
Elliot, who was supposed to have inoculated him with 
the obnoxious idea, was reproached bitterly by his own 
family for having countenanced so wild and senseless a 
plan. The parents of Lord Lindsay might have seen 
cause to reconsider their determination could they have 
read the letters written about their son by his mentor 
and companions at this time. That an active profession 
was the only chance of saving him from a wasted and 
disgraceful life was an opinion shared by all. 

Madame de Thun, who had become acquainted with 
Lord Lindsay at Vienna, prays that when her son grows 
up, she may not be so blind to his real interest as '^ cette 
pauvre Duchesse." Mr. Brydone, in one of several 
letters from Vienna, thanks my grandfather for having 
inspired Lord Lindsay with some of that " generous and 
noble patriotic zeal which you alone seem capable of 
communicating to all who converse with you. 
Till he had the good fortune to meet with you, I 
always dreaded that pleasure would hate been the 

* General Burgoyne had married Lady Charlotte Stanley. 
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only puTBoit of his life ; you have convinced him of 
the extreme insipidity and contemptibleness of such a 
character." 

IMadame de Thun's wise advice had fallen on good 
grovmd, and was bringing forth fruit. 

The summer of 1776 was probably the most agree- 
able which my grandfather had passed since his arrival 
in Oermany. At Ratisbon he became intimate with a 
coterie of pleasant people, of whom the Count ^ and 
Coruitess Neipperg formed the centre. Count Neipperg 
repreBented Bohemia in the Diet; he was afterwards, 
for many years, Austrian Minister at Naples, and was 
^^11 known as a cultivated agreeable man ; his wife, 
youag, pretty, and by all accounts of most engaging 
n^^nners, was supposed by the fair ladies of Ratisbon to 
'^ve some share in drawing forth " le sauvage Elliot " 
fr^Bi his retirement. However that may have been, he 
^^^came the life and soul of the set. Many pleasant 
"^^tings took place at the Neippeigs' countiy-house at 
Stauff; and, when these were over, and my grandfather 
^*^ recalled to England, " in order," as Lord Suffolk 
^^te to him privately, " that he might be intrusted with 
^ftirs of greater importance, his Majesty having been 
^ Well satisfied with his previous conduct," we learn 
^^ch of the r^rets his absence caused, from the letters 
^' Mr. Liston, and of the Marquis Louis d' Yve, a near 

His sister was the celebrated Princess of Auersperg, who, for 

^"^y years, was the object of the devotions of the Emperor Francis ; 

^ Ust act of his life had been to give her a draft on the Koyal 

^^**«ury for 20,000 francs ; the first act of Maria Theresa's widow- 

W was to confirm it. 
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relation of the Neippergs^ and not an unfrequent cor- 
respondent of my grandfather in after years. 

Mr. Liston, who, from being tutor, secretary, and 
adviser, had now become the confidant of a sentimental 
correspondence, writes with most amusing distress to 
the volatile Minister of the diificulty he had in inventing 
probable excuses for his chief, when post after post 
arrived without any letters for a certain lady ; while, on 
the contraiy, hers were so heavy and frequent, that Mr. 
Liston was obliged to take them out of their coveia — 
'Hhough, on my honour, I don't read a word" — and 
even then the postage was ruinous ! 

Again, the lady would learn English, and ce hon 
Liston was made to undertake the part of instructor. 
'^ I should not so much mind," said he, ^^ if tiie 
husband" (who was a literary character) "were not 
always present, puzzling me with questions about gram- 
mar." 

On one occasion an archery /(^ was held at Stanff, 
and, as a delicate compliment to England, the target 
was made to represent an American, " revdtu de toutes 
les marques distinctives dont vos ennemis se sont 
d^cor^s," and the fair Countess herself had the good 
fortune to knock down the head — a feat which afforded 
no small pleasure to her, and some amusement to her 
guests. Tlie scene was retailed in a letter by Mr. 
Liston to my grandfather, and he adds, "They over- 
whcbn mc with the most flattering distinctions, which, 
however, lead uie into many expenses." Poor Mr. 
Liston ! neither loving nor beloved, his place was no 
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Binecure. He had to remonstrate, to moderate, to 
excuse, to write, to teach, and to pay I Whatever 
scrapes his chief got into, il laissait r4diger Us pieces 
justificatwes by his secretary. And he did not even 
stop there, for he often required his friend to hold out 
to others the helping hand so readily extended to him- 
selfl The despatches which passed through the British 
legation, and reached their final destination under the 
protecting seals of England, were by no means confined 
to political subjects. '^Nineteen in a week from the 
Prince to his chkre Caroline are too much I" wrote the 
greatly harassed Liston; but there was worse behind. 
It was one thing to receiye them, another to find an 
opportunity for passing them on to their rightful 
owners. And when on one occasion they were greatly 
in arrear, the lady, accompanied by a chaperon, came in 
person to make inquiries of the minister, who was in 
the confidence of both parties. " To my horror," said 
Liiston, '^ as you were not there, I had to appear, and to 
confess being in the secret ; however, they did not seem 
to mind at all, and ui^ed on me the importance of 
immediately forwarding all that should pass through 
my hands; and if it were not for my age and figure, 
I really might think that the old one was incUned to 
make up to me. I am not so fastidious as you, but that 
I can't stand I" 

The writers of the letters were personages of suflB- 
cient importance to make the confidence a doubtful 
advantage — the gentleman being the Prince Max de 
Deux Pouts (afterwards Eang of Bavaria), who, by all 
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accounts, was ^^frantically in lorn;'' and the lady a 
beautiful young married woman of a noble Bavarian 
family. 

Various circumstances, and among others the jea- 
lousy of her husband, who determined to carry her off to 
the country, invested this afiiEdr with an unusual degree 
of interest. It is alluded to in all the letters : — '^ Le 
Prince Max est fou de la jeune P. ; tons les jours 
nouvelles scenes; toute Tillustre fiEunille Electorate 
s'agite ; le mari est jaloux k Texc^s, tout le monde est 
soup9onn6^ de faire des rapports." At last the prince 
was ordered to rejoin his raiment in garrison at Stras- 
burg, and the parting scene appears to have taken place 
in public, for an eye-witness says, '^ He was beside 
himself, and, but for the assistants, would have &Uen 
on his sword." 

The writer, an English traveller, had himself been 
much struck with the same lady, but, discouraged from 
all thoughts of further rivaliy by the scene at which he 
had assisted, he quietly withdrew to Vienna, from 
whence he wrote to his friend that '^ he felt himself a 
pitiful ass for having stayed so long." 

Towards the end of the summer of 1776 Hugh 
Elliot's first mission came to an end, and Mr. Morton 
Eden '' reigned in his stead ;" the latter made his dAut 
at Munich with great success ; the people pronouncedf 
him " engel'Schon," and the dames de coxir smiled 
graciously on one who promised to be less indifferent 
to their charms than his predecessor had been. 

I wish, for the sake of my grandfather s reputation 
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for politeness, I could have ended this chapter of his 
history without mentioning a trait, which is, however, 
too characteristic to be omitted. " How could you," 
says his friend Mr. Pitt, writing to him some time after- 
wards, ''think yourself justified in telling your Munich 
friends that the day of your departure was the happiest 
of your life ? Was it not unnecessary to make a round 
of visits for that purpose ?" 

Note. — On hia way through Paris my grandfather visited Madame 
da Defiand, and thus she writes of him to Horace Walpole : — " Le 
petit Elliot est tout-k-fait aimable ; il a beaucoup d'esprit, il sent 
encore xm peu T^cole, mais c'est qu'il est modeste, et qu'il est la 
centre partie de Charles Fox ; la sorte de timidity qu'il a encore sied 
Men k son fige ; surtout quand elle n'emp^che pas qu'on en dem^le le 
bon sens et Vesprit.*' — Carres, de Madame du Deffand, 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

1772 to 1777. 
THE FAMILY. 

I HAVE now brought down the narrative of my grand- 
father's early life to the period of his return to England 
and the close of his first mission, in the autumn of 1776, 
and in doing so I have confined myself solely to that 
portion of liis correspondence which bears directly upon 
his affairs. It will therefore be desirable, before going 
any further, to cast a backward glance over the other 
portion of the letters now before me^ — that which relates 
to the circumstances of his correspondents. An addi- 
tional reason for doing so, before entering on another 
year, consists in the changes which occurred in the 
family in the early part of 1777, and which amounted to 
a break-up of the family home. 

When, in 1 771, Hugh " tore himself from his mother's 
arms," as she expresses it, " to seek honourable employ- 
ment in a foreign land,'' the family group had already 
lost one of its members by the departure of Alick for 
India, which had taken place some time before ; but there 
still remained under the paternal roof-tree two sons and 
two daughters. Gilbert, the eldest, was pursuing hb 
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ntodies at Oxford. Bob was a Westminster school-boy. 
Isabella, a young lady going out in the world, was the 
delight of her mother's life. Eleanor, a wild young girl, 
called by her brothers by many aliaseSy was studying 
French, with no great success, under the chaige of Ma- 
dame Duniont, and setting all rules of English grammar 
and orthogri4>hy at defiance. 

It could not be expected that Sir Gilbert's letters 
to a son under the age of twenty would contain any 
cvmfidential communications on |>olitical matters. Nor 
do they. But there are indications in the general cor- 
respondence of his political influence having suffered 
some diminution about this time, or rather before it 

Horace Wal|N»le, in his last Journals, under the date 
of February 1773, mentions Sir Gilbert Elliot as the 
man '^ whom the King most truRte<l, next to Ijord Bute, 
but who nevertheless hail been acting discontent for the 
last two years.** He also frequently alludes to misunder- 
standings between Sir Gilbert and Lord North, and on 
one occasion describes a popular vote of Sir Gilbert s, 
on which he divided the House against Ministers, as a 
revenge for Lord Barrington's refusal to give a commis- 
sion in the army to one of his sons. 

This theonr is not, however, consistent with two 
others e<]ually put forwanl by Walixile. Firni^ That 
Sir (filbert, in opiMwing Ijord North, was acting secretly 
by the King's instigation. Senpnd^ Tlmt military |mtnm- 
age was entirely at the disiMwal of the King. For it is 
obvious that, had Sir Gillierts influence with the King 
at this time been so great as Walinile sup{X)sed it, he 
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would not have met with the treatment from Lord 
Barrington, by which he thought himself so much 
aggrieved. 

Certain allusions in the letters rather lead one to 
suppose that the King himself may have been somewhat 
cool in the matter of Hugh's commission, and that when 
the latter left England, his father's position at Court 
was not what it had been. At all events, there can be 
no doubt that Sir Gilbert saw in the refusal of Lord 
Barrington to nominate his son to a captauicy in the 
Guards, a studied insult to himself, and a triumph to 
his enemies. It was " a party move," as indeed eveiy 
question affecting a '^ Scot" was sure to be considered 
in those days. Lady Elliot not only shared in her hus- 
band's feelings, but was still more sensitive to the hard- 
ship of parting with her promising and brilliant son, at 
a moment when she had believed him to be about to 
enter an honourable career in the service of his country ; 
this distress bore all the harder upon her because she 
was at the time suffering from ill health, and smarting 
under the disappointment of a hope she had conceived 
of seeing her eldest daughter suitably married. Many a 
long letter did she write to her absent son on the subject 
of her grievances. 

" These things give me a disgust to the world that I 
can hardly overcome, but yet am chained to the oar, and 
called upon to drag still into public a dispirited tor- 
mented mind. I can seldom go anywhere without 
meeting persons and objects mortifying to me. Lord 
Barrington — faugh I my soul rises at hunl — is very 
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^^^dioufl to make up to me when we meet^ which polite- 
ness I return with equal politeness, although I see an 
Evident sneer on the face of a false heart What a farce 
U this world 1"^ 

Again she writes, '' One sees one's-self, from fiek^ion 
and narrow jealousy, an object of uniyersal ill-will, and 
Qo support from any quarter except the talents of a 
person howeyer in some degree upon the decline." Lady 
Elliot's style, like her feelings, was yehcment, and that 
her family did not share in the latter to their fullest 
extent, is evident from another passage in the same 
letter, in which she says, " You know the characters of 
your father and brother's philosophic minds so well as 
to know that they cannot enter into nor understand 
what agitates me; their affections are equal to mine, 
but their imaginations are not so sensible, and they often 
do not perceive, or do not care for, what agitates me/' 

This assertion is partly justified by the very concise 
manner in which Gilbert informs his brother of the event 
that had so wrung his mother's spirit — ^namely, the mar- 
riage of Isabella's faithless adorer to another lady. '' Mr. 
R.'s marriage gives us all great satisfaction. My sister 
is glad he is out of her way ;" and in the autumn of the 
same year, he rejoices that an alarm of opposition to Sir 
Gilbert in the county was to cany them all to Minto, 
and would give Lady Elliot an occupation she was better 
fitted for than that of match-making. A few months 
more sufficed to give her some of her children's philo- 
sophy ; and, alluding to her once desired son-in-law, she 

1 Lady EUiot to Hugh, 1772. 
P 
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barely admits " that he might have made a good huB- 
band^ though corpulent and a money-worm." 

The summer of 1772 was a melancholy one in Eng- 
land and Scotland, owing to the numerous fidlures of 
banks^ among which that of Fordyce was the most felt 
Dismal are the scenes described. ''Not a workman to 
be seen in the Adelphi, the Adams haying stopped pay- 
ment. For some days eveiybody alarmed and suspidous, 
and the run on the banks so great that it was a wonder 
any of them stood it." In the midst of these dreaiy 
descriptions it is refreshing to find Isabella writing 
cheerily of her London amusements.^ " The Opera is 
still good^ though the departure of Madame Heinel half 
broke the maccaronis' hearts. The pleasantest thing 
we have done was a water-party to Richmond in papa's 
barge. We dined there, and walked and drank tea. 
We had Banks and Solander,^ and their music^ that, if 
they had gone round the world, would have gone with 
them. At Richmond we met another party, with your 
friend Colonel Harcourt and his music, and we joined 
parties and went together to Yauxhall. We stopped at 
Eew, and serenaded the Prince of Wales. Solander is 
very happy that he is not sure of going his voyage, 
though he does not dare say so. They have quanelled 
with Captain Cook, who goes in the ' Resolution.'" 

The autumn found the family at Minto, where th^ 
were joined by Gilbert in time for the Kelso races; lie 

* Isabella to Hugh, June 23. 

' Sir Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander, both eminent natDialiBtii 
accompanied Captain Cook on his first voyage round the world (1768). 
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^i^fiking his journey from Scarborough in a collier, which 
^^as unable to make the Tjne at Newcastle, and landed 
lUm and a friend on the Durham coast. 

While in the north, Lady Elliot and some of the 

family went to Edinburgh to see the Dowager Lady 

Elliot, who died in the following year ; and from thence 

Lady Elliot writes thus characteristically of the society 

to her son Hugh : — 

^' The misses are, I am afraid, the most rotten part 
of the society. Envy and jealousy of their rivals have, 
I fear, a possession in their minds, especially the old part 
of the young ladies, who grow perfect beldames in that 
small society ; but upon the whole there are many worthy, 
agreeable, weU-principled people, if you get over the lan- 
guage, manner, and address, which are at first striking." 

Early in 1773 we find Lady Elliot writing again from 
London. As I have already said. Sir Gilbert was taking 
an active part in Parliament, and one not always friendly 
to Lord North ; but the kind letters of Lord Stormont 
respecting Hugh, and the active friendship of Lord 
Suffolk, were producing kindly civilities on the part of 
the King ; and before the summer Sir Gilbert wrote to 
his son that it was intended to send him Plenipotentiary 
to Munich. The letters from Sir R. Gunning and Mr. 
Wroughton, which were addressed to the Foreign OflBce 
in London, and made such gratifying mention of Hugh's 
military exploits, were read by the family at Minto with 
equal pride and rejoicing ; and before the winter arrived 
they had had the happiness of welcoming him to England, 
and of embracing him again in his London home. 




68 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1773-4 

At that time Hugh was clearly his mothei's &YOiirite 
son ; '' the joy of my life^ the friend of my heart/' as she 
frequently calls him ; '^ planted firmly in the hearts of 
all;" and all the dearer to her, perhaps, because not all 
her pride in the parts and character of her eldest son 
could ever make her overlook his habits of silence and 
reserve, which were probably increased in her presence 
by her utter absence of self-control. In the course of 
1773 he was entered at Lincoln's Inn, and, his moth^ 
tells us, was highly popular there, '^ where prepossession 
in a man's favour is nine points of the game." No 
doubt that during the following winter both the brothers 
entered fully into the amusements and follies of the 
town, for their subsequent correspondence has many a 
reference to those "meny days," with no less fre- 
quent reflections on the drain they had inflicted on 
" ths Rhinor 

From the correspondence which recommenced on 
Hugh's departure for Munich, early in 1774, we gather 
that the well-known figure of the young maccaroni riding 
a long-tailed pony in the park had been sketched by 
Lord Townshend for the benefit of his pretty new wife, 
and that she carried it about in her work-bag, though 
not deeming it '^ prudent " to let her young adorer have 
a copy of her own portrait Miss Walter, the great 
^' fortune," afterwards Lady Grimston,^ had been much 
touched by the sight of Hugh's dejection on bidding her 

^ James, third Yiscount Grimston/married, 28th July 1774, EEarriet, 
only dauglitcr and heiress of Edward Walter, Esq., of Stalbriidge, 
county Dorset. 
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good-bye, though '^ she was not so romantic as I should 

baye been," said Lady Elliot, " and preferred a rich peer 

to a young envoy ;" but " Miss" somebody else " would 

i^y have done for you, and made you a rich good 

^e, if you had not been determined to say she was 

crooked and squinted, before you looked at her." His 

''old flames" the Duchesses of Northumberland and of 

Qdeensberry, ^Hhe latter beautiful and coquettish as 

^^er/ are mentioned as frequently inquiring for him, 

^d, 80 too did the King and Queen. " No one ever 

'eft 80 many friends," said his mother. " We are cer- 

^^^iuly the happiest family in the world in ourselves," wrote 

'^ sister, " but I think of all I love you and my mother 

^^^Bt;" and Gilbert in the same strain says, — " I lose in 

y^Ur absence, my dear Hugh, more than anything you 

^ve left behind can make up — a true friend and almost 

^^e only companion I perfectly love. We have all lost 

^ great deal of cheerfulness, and all know it will not 

^tom till it brings you with it." 

Tet, in spite of all this love and praise. Lady Elliot's 

first letter after her son's departure for Munich shows 

tbat she was not blind to the defects which threatened 

to obscure his many remarkable qualities. Love — true 

love — is never blind; quick to see the first germ of 

good, it is no less quick to discern the quarter whence 

danger may come to the thing beloved. It is the triumph 

of love not to love blindly, but knowing all, seeing all, 

to love on, through all, and in spite of all. 

Writing to Hugh fix)m Minto, July 28, 1774, his 
mother tells him she had begun to write letters to him, 
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which on reflection she had destroyed, but that she iras 
now determined, once for all, to enter fiilly, to him, into 
her ideas of his character, and of the dangers his peculiar 
temperament would expose him to, sparing nritib^ 
praise nor blame, " for I hare never known an ingenuoiu-' 
mind the worse for praise, nor a candid one for blame ;" } 
and she then proceeds to draw and to contrast two ideal 
portraits of a young man who, possessed of certain good 
qualities and defects, rose, in the one case, by OTercomfaig 
his faults, to the height of fortune, and, in the other, by 
want of the same powers of self-control, disappointed all 
the expectations which had been formed of him. 

The letter is too long to transcribe, and has all the 
peculiar faults of Lady Elliot's style — exaggeration in 
expression and a redundancy of words — but it is the 
production of a clever woman and of a tender mother. 
The picture she gives of Hugh is distinct. Slight and 
slim of figure, with handsome features and a spirited 
countenance, his appearance pleased, even before his 
lively wit and soft and gentle manners confirmed the 
first impression. Cultivated in mind, and posaesfflng 
all manly accomplishments, he had made himself ^'a 
name in courts and camps before attaining his fifth 
lustrum," and yet remained the ''best of sona and 
brothers, and the most romantic of lovers." 

But now comes le revera de mMaUle, and we are 
told of the possibility that this uncommon character 
might ''be rendered useless by a want of economy 
which ruined his affairs ; by giving himself up to the 
indulgence of ridiculing characters that he despised; 
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bj neglecting the common forms of civility and at- 
tentions, as Tisits, letters, etc., and yielding to an 
hereditaiy saontering, cUias indolence, which prevented 
him from coItiTating his talents — led him to lie in bed 
in the morning — ^to lounge undressed till near dinner- 
time (as is practised at Horsman*s coffee-house, Oxford) 
— ^to dress in a hurry, and be too late for dinner — to 
neglect his accounts and bills, by which his &mily and 
mflEurs went into confusion, his despatches were ne- 
glected, and his friends at home disgusted. Having 
formed his taste for characters that are rarely to be met 
with, the same want of self-restraint led him to be openly 
impatient of others of a different cast, and to show them 
a repulsive coldness ; thus he contracted an ennui that 
blasted all the promises of fortune." 

It is remaiiuible that this letter, which was written 
in July 1774, a month after Hugh's arrival at Munich, 
mntidpates eveiy chaige which was afterwards brought 
against him during his residence there, by relatives at 
liome or friends on the spot^ 

Other passages in the same letter show that an idle 
winter in London had not been unattended with ill 
effects, and that his mother rejoiced over his removal 
from ** that noxious nest," where frivolity and extrava- 
gance were the order of the day, and his brother 
maocartmis — 'Uhe absurd puppies of the age'* — were 
given over to gaming and vice. 

While Lady Elliot was taking advantage of the 

* 8m the letien of Sir Gilbert, of Mr. Liston, Mr. Pitt, Maduike de 
Tbtm, 1776-76. 
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retirement of Minto to give good counsel to her scm, 
Isabella was deploring that he was not with them ''to 
partake of our dancing to a bagpipe^ and the channing 
sweet sounds of backgammon and billiards^ and the 
magic-lantern, which are our deyices this summer for 
passing the eyening when we have company, which^ after 
a good ride in the morning, and a good dinner^ prepare 
for a comfortable sleep at night." Kelso races were pai^ 
ticularly brilliant that year. In those days the dwellere 
on the southern Border seem to have frequented them 
as regularly as the inhabitants of the four counties 
(Roxbuighshire, the Merse, the Forest, and Tweeddale), 
the Northumberlands and Delavals being as constant 
attendants as the Buccleuchs, Douglasses, Kerrs, and 
Elliots. 

Parliament was dissolved in October, and, before 
the new one had assembled, the fiEunily left Minto, none 
of them ever to return, except Gilbert, whose home 
it was to be, and Isabella, who went there once obly, 
and for a very short period, on a visit to her broths. 
It does not appear that any of them, except, peihape, 
Sir Gilbert himself, entertained any affection for the 
place, and the ladies certainly considered that going 
down there '^ was a great breach in society*" The 
love of Minto, which we now guard like some here- 
ditary spell, came in with a stranger, for Gilbert's 
wife was the first who is said to have ''loved Minto 
passionately." 

But the Minto of those days was not the Minto of 
these. The sheet of water which now reflects labor- 
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nums and rhododendrons in sight of the windows, was 
then a narrow bum running under banks shaggy with 
thorns ; where the flower-garden is now, stood a dismal 
little church in a comer dark with yews^ and dreary 
with unkept graves; the manse, surrounded by a few 
untidy cottages, oreriooked the little glen, and was 
near enough to the house for the minister to see the 
fiunily as they sat at dinner in the round room on the 
ground-floor, known as the '' big room " by uncles and 
aunts, and as the '' school-room ** by the children of to- 
day. The rocks may hare been finer then when no 
woods hung like drapeiy on their sides, but from the 
old castle one must hare looked down on muirs and 
heaths where now lie the woods of the Lamblairs, or 
the green slopes and com-fields which smile in pleasant 
Teriotdale. 

The green hUls are possibly the only feature in the 
place which remain unchanged, though the Tillage which 
clusteni at their feet is new. 

In those days roads were few, and drains were not, 
and the dwellers in a land where high fanning triumphs 
will sometimes lament the days when fences were odious 
and turnips undiscoTcred. Yet, on the whole, though 
tunny days may then hare shown bright stretches of 
whin or of heather which have disappeared now, we 
most admit that wo live on a drier soil, and in a more 
^* inneriie " countiy, and have a greater rariety of cheer- 
ful pleasures than fell to the lot of our forefiithers; so 
peace be to their ashes ! even though they did not care 
far Minto. 
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The meeting of Parliament in December 1774 had, 
as I have said, assembled the fiEunily in town* Gilbert, 
who had taken his first fee at Durham in the preceding 
summer, was now steadily applying to law, and Isabella 
is the chief chronicler of the amusements and an dits of 
the town during the ensuing season.^ ''There are tortj 
young Etonians in the new Parliament, and about 170 
new faces. Bob, the waiter at White's, is chosen for the 
same place with Mr. Wedderbum, upon which Lord Suf- 
folk said, he made no doubt they would make a Yerj 
distinguished figure, being both bred to the Bar J* 

On the 20th February 1775, we find in Walpole's 
Journal^ that Lord North astounded the House by a 
proposal of conceding to the Americans the right of 
taxing themselyes, such taxes to be revised by the 
Legislature at home ; this last clause, however, to be 
merely formal. Walpole describes the debate t^ 
graphically, and his account is confirmed in most parti- 
culars by the letters. Lady Elliot says, '' Sir Oilboi's 
part was much applauded. ... I fanc^ the measure 
will be abused in the long-run, according to the presoat 
spirit of the nation ; and for my own part, I am per- 
suaded, though every means should be taken to prevent 
the English and Americans firom destroying each other, 
that this is much too crude and hasty a concession not 
to have the appearance, on the other side of the world, 
of fear, and therefore will make them ten times more 
refractory than ever." 

'' The King does not like this new piano opera. He^ 

1 Isabella to Hugh. * Vol. i p. 468. 
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like joUf haa more taste for the braTura songs : but I 
hate them, and am gbid to hear cantabile, for I hate hiss- 
ing and cat-calls. Lord Suffolk sings loud in the choms 
of the piano piece ; his first secretaiy, the handsome one 
(Eden), has been much about Lord North of late."^ 

Hie Opera occupies a larger space than Parliament 
in the letters of the sisters.^ ^' There is a new opera of 
Raufidni's composing, which is the prettiest music I ever 
beard, upon the stoiy of I^rramus and Tlusbe, which is 
Tery much admired He rii^ and acts admirably, and 
ml! the ladies who haye any feeling ciy at it I should 
also hare been much affected if I had not unluckily sat 
bdund Beckie Scott,^ who 909pirid and piangered so 
much, and wet her handkerchief so plentifully, that I 
was like to die with laughing at the time Rauziini was 
in the agonies of death. And you must not be angry, 
but I assure you Lord Stormont turned quite pale, which 
also direrted my obdurate heart Fop's Alley was also 
much mored, so you may with truth assure his friends 
at Munich, he, like Orpheus, can more oaks and stones 
with the diTine powers of harmony.'* 

Lord Stormont's unretumed passion for Lady Henri- 
etta Stanhope,^ is alluded to in the published memoirs 
of the time, and yeiy frequently in this correspondence. 
^ There is no describing," wrote Lady Elliot, " how ridicu- 
lous such a passion is in this dispassionate town, where 

* Thit letter is partlj in cipher. ' InbelU to Hngfa, Uaj 1775. 
' 81m aftenrmixLi ran mwmj with her moiic-mMter. See Walpole's 
Imat Joomali, toL i *' A most dismal marriage,** wrote Imbella. 
^ Daughter of Lord Harrington, married to Mr. Foley. 
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genuine serious persevering loTe never appears;" and then 
ever keen to feel a slight put upon her friend^ and plain- 
spoken in the expression of it^ she pronounces the lady 
^^ a sailing peacock^ and an insufferable rigid coquette, 
who made a jest of the poor soul to her feather-headed 
companions." 

In the same letter, intended, as the writer said, to 
amuse and not to instruct, we learn that ^* the town was 
in its usual state as to amusements, gaming, and extrava- 
gance this winter. A new married duchess has been 
the observed of all observers. The newspapers have 
handled her much too roughly on account of her dress, 
which is only fiemtastical ; she is giddy and beautiful, 
and her mother, a woman of unexampled qualities, tries 
to restrain her, but she has given herself up to the 
guidance of the club ladies. There was an intention of 
a play being to be acted when all the fine ladies and 
gentlemen were to perform. There was to have been a 
grand ballet in which the Duchess of D., Lady B. Stanley, 
Lady Jersey, Lady Melbourne, Lady Cranboume, Mrs. 
Hubert, etc., were to have showed off, but friends and 
husbands interposed. The same people, with the two 
Royal Dukes, are to have a great/(^ on the river the 5th of 
June. It is to be a race of boats; twelve small boats, just 
large enough to keep above water and to contain two mem, 
are to sail from Westminster Bridge, and to row against one 
another, and it is thought they will go sixteen miles an 
hour. All the city barges are now painting and deco- 
rating for it, and the different trades are to have baiges 
with pageants. The whole is to end in a masquerade 
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at Ranelagh. It will cost an immense sum^ but nobody 
knows how it is to be paid ; in shorty never were people 
BO foolish as in the great world just now ; but^ thank 
God I it does not seem to spread below a certain set^ 
who are laughed at by the rest of the world." 

When in June the boat-race took place^ Isabella wrote 
— " Alas ! for the first time for three weeks, to the utter 
distress of beaux, belles, and watermen, the eycning was 
blowing and cloudy, and at about seven o'clock, when the 
boats were to set off, a violent shower of rain came down." 

Then, as now, all London talked for weeks oifiteSj 
which, when they came to pass, were voted " the stupidest 
thing imaginable." Nightly at Ranelagh 4000 people 
met ; 5000 tickets were issued for one night's admission 
to the Pantheon, to hear a woman sing, whose voice had 
a greater range than the harpsichord. Masquerades, 
private balls, and regattas, for the amusement of the two 
Royal Dukes, occupied the world of fashion, and " we 
had some very good parties ourselves," at one of which, 
" a little private party," Franky North personated the 
young Lady Sutherland, just arrived firom the north, and 
'^ so well, that your friend Cadogan was quite taken in, 
and made up to the fortune, till all of a sudden Franky 
gave a great Westminster halloo, to poor Cadogan's 
extreme confusion." 

While the sisters, and chiefly Isabella, were writing 
to their brother on such topics as these, his parents 
found painful matter of correspondence in the condition 
of Hugh's affairs, which became known to them at this 
time. Anxiety for his health also disturbed his mother's 
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mind^ and when to these causes of disturbance were 
added the flight of a clerk from Sir Gilbert's office^ with 
a sum of £10,000^ for which he became liable^ and the 
graye and threatening aspect of political aflhirs^ whidi 
in Sir Gilbert's opinion made the existence of the 
Ministiy veiy doubtful^ it is not to be wondered at that 
the letters of the parents in no wise partook of the cheer- 
ful tone of their children* 

^^ As to the house in general/' wrote Sir Gilbert,^ " I 
should not be surprised if they were soon obliged to 
break up altogether. The want of foresight^ manage- 
menty etc., has been terrible. As to your old dog Boat- 
swain^^ he is as &t and lasEy as ever; he does very well 
to keep the hall, and has a good tongue there, but is 
not fit for the field. 

** Gage returns ; Howe gets the command ; the ships 
are in great forwardness. I can't say so much for the 
army. Your old friend^ sticks to rules, tape, and pack- 
thread. Procrastination is the ruin of business ; dispatoh 
in eyeiything is half the battle. Enthusiasm and vigour 
prevail abroad, and they have certainly officers. 

^' Our troops have been too few, and their conduct 
what you see. So we always b^^; perhaps things 
may mend." 

Turning to his son's affairs, he says — ''The oolj 
difficulty you have to struggle with is money, and that 
is a great one. Your total ignorance of its value^ and 
of what it would do at your first setting out, has been 
not only a great loss to you, but I am afraid will be felt 

* 8l8t August 1775. * Lord North. * Lord Btfrington. 
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by yoa through much of the career you have still to 
niL It 18 most di£Bcult to reooTer what might have 
been easily sared. A profuse indulgence to worthleas 
•enrants is the most thankless and least creditable of all 
expenses — it would ruin a prince. 

** Your coming to your present situation so young 
wants nothing but a resolute manly forbearance for one 
or two years^ to render your future progress most pros- 
perous and comfortable. Foreign situations yield enough 
to subsist ouy and to act too, but not to represent the 
country as they ought ; but the country must see to that 
— the indiyidual gets no thanks for ruining himselL 

** I pray God may bless you, and that many great 
and amiable talents may not lose their effect by the want 
of a few Tulgar and ordinary ones ; but of all mistakes 
none can be greater than to become poor for fear of be- 
ing thought so. Depend upon it, something is always 
wrong when a man is ashamed of his real situation, and 
seeks to hide it** 

The pleasantest feature in the family correspondence 
at this date is the delight with which all hail the sue- 
ccarful d/biU of Gilbert Elliot at the bar. Ereiy letter 
from home dilates upon it, and Hugh's answers are full 
of joy and affection. Lady Elliot telk it yeiy character- 
istically to Mr. ListoUy in a letter which he describes as 
filling thirteen pages, ** beautifully written.** 

** I know/* she says, '' the pleasure it will give you 
to learn the success my son has had in his first appear- 
aiioe in his profession. He has giren a rare instance of 
readution in withdrawing himself from the pursuits of 
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the world to those of the most persevering studj. Whea 
it came to the pointy you may believe I had much trein* 
dation, although I had always comforted myself that if 
he failed in this^ it would be the first thing that ever he 
fiuled in that he attempted in his life ; yet^ as I had so 
seldom heard him speak^ I had some d^ree of doubt of 
the rapidity of his tongue and the strength of his voioa 
But I was soon relieved with a note firom Sir John Dal- 
rymple^ sayings ^ Thanks to the Gods I the boy has dom 
his duty f to which was added^ ' The Deil a fears o* 
him ;' to which I answered^ * Son of .^hnilius, and tkf/ 
cousin^ PauluSy he must do more, and by the Oods he 
will r He is now deemed a counsel learned in the law. 
He is greatly encouraged by his success^ and firmly 
rooted in the ground on which his ancestors on bolli 
sides flourished." 

Sir Gilbert's account is not less full; and Isabella writes 
that her &ther's anxiety was greater than her brothei^s. 

The summer of 1775 found the ladies of the fiunily 
at Tunbridge Wells. From thence they wrote long and 
characteristic letters to the absent Hugh. 

^ In one of Hugh's early letters to his mother, he congratolitiei 
himself on having inherited through her the "Dalrympian gift of 
rhetoric ! *' Sir John Dalrymple and Lady EUliot were cousina. Her 
father, Hew Dalrymple, second son of the Honourable Sir David 
Dalrymple of Hailes, Lord Advocate, and grandson of the first Yiaoount 
Stair, Lord President, had assumed the names of Murray- Eynnynmomid, 
on his succession to the estates of his nephew Sir Alexander Mumy 
Kynnynmound, of Melgund, etc., who died without issue. Lady Elliot* 
Murray- Kynnynmound was the only child of Hew Dalrymple by hii 
marriage with Isabella second <laughtcr of Hugh Somerville, of the house 
of Cambusnethan. — See DmiglaSs Peerage^ edit. 1818, vol. ii. p. 685. 
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** I lire at home at my ease/' says Lady Elliot/ ^' with 
good sensible old women with whom this place abounds. 
Among them is Mrs. Carter, the translator of Epictetus, 
a being full of piety and virtue ; and before I finish the 
subject of the society here, I must tell you that there ia 
an old friend of yours who resides about a mile from the 
WelLs with his mother, who makes the soul of all assem- 
blies or companies he is with, — I mean poor Tom 
Enkine, the father of three children, and a fourth about 
to come into the world, with the glorious funds of a 
lieutenant's pay to support his family ! Ah I let us 
comfiare ancl reflect on the contrasts in human life. 
Your fate appears to him full of felicity; yet he has 
that candour of mind to rejoice in what he thinks your 
good fortune, and to wish only he had been as fortunate. 
I wish Tou would write him a few lines to assure him of 
your friendship and remembrance ; but they must be on 
the same companionable footing you were originally 
together, for his situation renders him proud and touchy, 
the natural conse<iuencc of a depressed high spirit He 
has indceil a viTacity, talents, accomplishments, and 
knowle<lge, that I think will at last prevail and raise 
him fn»m his obscurity and poverty. Every one who 
knows him becomes interested for him with a leal that 
will certainly some time or other make his fortune, in 
spite of the cruel embarrassments he has brought himself 
into by his mad marriage to a frightful, long-nosed, 
awkward woman, who has nevertheless douceur, virtue, 
and amiableness, to recommend her, and a love of him 

* Augoft 1775. 
O 
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as strong as it is romantic His mother has, I beliere, 
about £400 a-ycar^ on which she maintains him and his 
family^ besides an unmarried daughter, • . . and what 
shows the power of religion, they are cheerful and con- 
tent, only he is forming schemes of adTancement as fiill 
of humour as of impracticability." 

A great portion of this letter relates to Isabella's 
loYers. ^' It has been the decree of Heaven that seyeral 
have felt her power on their hearts — ^haye writhed under 
it, struggled, and, by the intervention of some mysteriouB 
power, got firee," a termination which did not prevent 
Lady Elliot from describing most amusingly the intri- 
cacies of each particular case : — ^^ In one instance,** 8h6 
wrote, *' it pleased Providence to raise up an object to 
supplant her — detestable to the eyes and feelings of all 
others I You may say it was an escape. No ; he is one 
of the best of husbands to a most disagreeable and 
troublesome wife/' In another case, probably the one 
already referred to, Lady Elliot confesses that, to her 
" shame, the object was not of the value she put upon 
it." More than once Isabella herself proved deaf to her 
lovers* prayers and her mother's counsels. " A young 
man with more character than is usual, with parta^ 
learning, exact principles, and £10,000 a-year, very much 
made for domestic life, made acquaintance last winter at 
public places, and seemed very much an admirer. Wb 
plan was to walk about the world, both in town, and in 
the summer at public places, and then to fix for life on 
the person who, in his rounds, appeared to him the most 
to his taste. I have little doubt myself, by what I saw, 




1775] TUNBRIDGE. 83 

who this would have been^ had not cruel incidents inter- 

Tened In shorty he came to Tunbridge ; and before he 

went to pursue his intended tour to foreign places^ he 

told a person there^ who repeated it to me^ that he was 

80 much in loye^ that if he had stayed any longer he 

could not have commanded his desire to unite himself 

for eyer.to the person he adored ; and he therefore went 

away veiy abruptly." This prudent gentleman^ who was 

ohviously the original of " Coelebs in search of a wife," 

'^ving continued his tour, and completed it at Bright- 

'^^Imstone, returned to Tunbridge, to throw himself at 

Isabella's feet, " for he was sincerely attached ;" but, in 

**^e meanwhile, whatever preference she may at one time 

*^^e been disposed to feel for him, had been dissipated 

^y his own inconsistencies. They both, in short, expe- 

'^^nced the truth of the French epigram — 

** L'absence est k ramoar 
Ce qu^est au feu le rent 
II ^teint le petit 
£t augmente le grand." 

^^He grew morose and jealous, and sbe^ thinking him a 
i)otorious puppy, would have nothing to say to him, 
though I could not but believe him to be a good man, 
with a wrong head and a strange temper." In the 
following spring Lady Elliot wrote that " he" (the dis- 
carded lover) " had been shut up with the vapours all the 
winter, and I have no doubt he is hypochondriacally 
mad. Another escape, you'll say 1" 

Eleanor, too, makes her first appearance in public 
life at this time, and a little romance of hers, which 
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ended veiy tragically by the death of the hero, " young 
Dclayal, the only son of the Delayak/' caused some 
diversion to her mother's agitations respecting Isabella; 
but Eleanor was very young, veiy gay and pretty, " with 
the sort of beauty which engages the men without alarm- 
ing the women," and '^ a few jaunts'' about the countiy 
suiBced to restore her spirits. Her own letters on the 
subject are pleasing and natural. 

From Tunbridge the elder members of the fiEunily 
went on a tour of visits, and, among other places, to 
Luton, Lord Bute's, and to the Norths. 

^' Luton is the finest and most expensiTe palace I 
ever saw," writes Isabella (Nov. 4) — '^ pictures and 
every other refinement of taste that can be collected; 
but it shows plainly that these things are no ways 
conducive to checrfukicss or happiness, as it is a kind of 
melancholy grandeur that is inexpressible. He himself 
struck me very much ; he is now the gayest of the 
family, and amuses himself with his library and vertH^ 
and seems to have in a degree forgot past times, but 
has a sort of horror for all the world, and we are the 
only visitors, except his own family, that have seen this 
magnificent fabric. His manners are vastly amiable — a 
little romantic, which, you know, is to my taste; but 
a disgust, which the ingratitude of the world has given 
him, makes him too sauvage to mix with it, and his 
family, when with him in the country, take the colour of 
their minds from his. I cannot but wonder at the 
difierence, coming from the one to the other ci this 
family, contrasted with the simplicity, jollity, good- 
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humour, and easinefls of Lord North's life and conTcrsa- 
tion ; but I should think something between both would 
be the more happy medium, though never were there 
better people than the latter." She had written in May 
of the same year, when the bad news arrived from 
America, that they had been staying with the Norths. 
When the minister received it, '^ ho seemed very easy, 
to our great surprise; but he is the most likeable 
creature I ever saw, and one must love him and all the 
&mi]y for their good humour and kindness." 

October brought the world to town. Parliament 
re-assembled, and '' The House of Peers sat the first 
day till half-past 11, and the House of Conunons till 
half-past 4 in the morning, and the second day till near 
1 o'clock. There was a very great debate and fine 
MpcMking. Young Adam, who comes in for Gatton, Sir 
W. Mayne s borough, attacked Lord North as a friend, 
but accuMcd him in plain terms of a degree of [illegible] 
and indolence which made his very great abilities of no 
UM, and blamed him for having allowed these natural 
dii^KMdtions to get so fiir the better of him, that they 
were in part cause of the mischief in America. This 
rauaed Lord North, who owned his faults, thanked Mr. 
Adam as a friend, and assured the House that no 
exertion of his should be wanting at the present crisis, 
and, in short, made one of the greatest appearances that 
ever was made. He has gained universal credit My 
bther spoke after, and they say amazingly well and 
akilfully. Mr. Fox, on the side of Opposition, made a 
great appearance, Burke and Barr^ but indifferent, and 
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Mr. Fox went away in low spirits^ saying there had been 
much greater power shown on the side of Government 
than Opposition."^ The Queen's first drawing-room was 
unusually full. Prince Orloff^ coyered with diamonds, 
was one of the lions of the day^ but so many of the great 
people had only just come to town^ and had unpadced 
nothing finer than '^Queen's ware/'^ that few ente^ 
tainments were given him. '^ I hear he is not at all 
pleased with the reception he has met with in England, 
as he was immensely f<^t^ at Paris, and the EmpreiB 
says that no Frenchman shall ever come to her Court 
without feeling the good effects of it, but here people's 
heads are taken up with other things."^ He was, however, 
happy to stare at the beautiful Lady Mary Somerset, who 
had lately ^^come out," and at the equally beautiful 
Duchess of Devonshire, '' the most charming figure in tbe 
world." The news from America grew blacker by eveiy 
mail ; but Eleanor probably spoke the truth, when she 
wrote in fun, ^' The trial of the Duchess of Kingston fiUs 
the mind of all the inhabitants of this great metropolis; 
people seem much more sincerely interested in this 
cause than in the American war." 

The Norths seem at this time to have been the most 
intimate friends of the younger branches of the Elliot 
family. '^ Miss North is still the same charming 
amiable creature as ever," writes Eleanor. " I was at 
Bushy for a fortnight, where I saw Mr. Eden several 
times. He and Lord North took it into their heads to 

» Isabella to Hugh, Octoher 30. « The New Wedgwood potteiy. 

' November 1775. 
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tell me your illness was cured by a laige hump growing 
upon your back^ higher than your head; and they 
talked so much about it that they frightened me out of 
my senses. They had a good laugh at me^ because I 
said I would rather have it myself^ or that any of my 
other brothers should have it, for they were not so 
handsome ; besides that Gilbert, besides being an elder 
son, might put his councillor's wig upon it, Alick might 
coyer it with Indian gold, Bob's gown would hide it, but 
Hugh and a hump would never do." 

No such deformity as that imagined by Lord North 
could have been more unnatural or grotesque than the 
edifice which London ladies were then erecting on their 
heads. " The heads in France are now higher than ever, 
and England follows apace. Two or three ladies have 
sported such a quantity of feathers, blonde, flowers, arti- 
ficial cherries, plums, strawberries, grass, radishes (which 
is called coiffures cb la Ugume), cauliflowers, etc. etc., all 
at once upon the same head, that it has frightened and 
surprised the less adventurous part of the sex." 

The year 1776 was prolific of letters, and accordingly 
it has a whole volume of the correspondence to itself. 

Several letters from Sir Gilbert and Lady Elliot 
relate to Hugh's desire to abandon the diplomatic 
profession in order to join the army in America as a 
volunteer. Both write to him in very different styles, 
but with equal good sense, on the subject. 

" You are not a Hercules or a Samson," wrote his 
fether,^ " with your single arm to perform wonders, and 

* January 24. 
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as a Bubaliem officer or volunteer you are undistin- 
guished in the mass^ and less serving your countiy than 
in the more important situation where you now are, and 
where a great deal may depend on your own ability and 
diligence. .... Though to speculate on subjects 
of this kind is generaUy frivolous^ yet I cannot help 
recollecting what I think Bacon says on the choice of a 
profession. One consideration is^ not to adhere too 
closely to our first destination where circumstances 
seem chiefly to obstruct us^ or where we are likely to 
meet too many rivals possessed of superior advantages. 
Thus^ says he, Ccesar quitted eloquence at the bar, 
finding Caius Hortensius in his way^ and took at once to 
arms^ where Pompey alone was considerable. In what 
line are there fewer competitors than in yours ? And in 
a state broken into so many distinct departments, and 
each department into so many ranks, where can one 
hope to go so high, and that, too, by one's own merit and 
industry f To get on in youth is a great considerationi 
and that seldom can happen in formed societies. 

^' To be continually conversant in important national 
business, and always corresponding and in confidence 
with those at the head of affairs, are circumstances 
not without their value, especially when compared to 
the minute and obscure drudgery which i^ inseparable 
firom most professions, especially on their first outset, 
and during many of the best years of our youth." 

" If," wrote his mother,^ " you could succeed in 
your object, you might indeed be in your element^ 

» February 6, 1776. 
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^d in joy while the war continued^ and you were 
^^mying on great exploits (wherein, however, you might 
probably lose your limbs — I don't speak of life, as I 
\now you would look upon that as nothing) ; but 
^hen the peace comes, and you are reduced to half-pay 
and a dreary, tiresome, inactiye, countiy-quarters life, 
without an eye, or a leg, or an arm, with balls lodged 
perhaps in your body — faugh I away with your army I 
you had better fight the windmills. But seriously, you 
would be ten times more miserable, poor Uncle Toby ! 
than you now are, seeing on your crutches your succes- 
sor at Berlin coming home to some situation of business 
in the state, with a rich wife and all the douceurs a 
handsome young foreign Minister may aspire to. 

" My dear Hugh, cure your chimerical brain ; there 
is no mortal thinking of America here, except to pity 
those that are starving at Boston, and those that are 
goiqg to starve. For those that are come home with 
wooden legs or a hole in their lungs, they are no more 
thought of than an old Chelsea pensioner is. They 
obtain a word at the lev^, and a very, very little 
smart-money for their sores, and then their wounds are 
supposed to be healed, and they and their wives and 
children may shift as they may ; an instance of which I 
saw this very day. 

^' I shall say no more on the subject. I find your 
fiEither has wrote you a very serious letter upon it ; he 
is hurt with what he thinks fickleness of mind and 
restlessness of temper, and a perfect want of reason." 
And then, with a tender desire to mitigate the severity 
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of her husband's judgment, warring against her conscious- 
ness of its justice, she adds — '^ I see it in a different light; 
but still as the highest absurdity." 

What followed might have been expected. Hugh 
submitted to his father, and turned upon his mother. 
Out of the texts she had taught him in his childhood, 
from scriptural stories and Watt's hymns, he brought 
a battery to bear on her worldly motiyes and selfish 
prudential considerations, to which attack she replied 
with perhaps a Uttle momentary foigetfulness. '' My 
dearest life — ^Don't think I blamed your idea. I am 
not so destitute of spirit as not to have gloried in 
it; but I saw your ruin by it, and I was con- 
founded and frightened. I confess I am no Roman 
matron; and however indifferent you may be about 
your limbs, I am not so, and should grieye hugely over 
the loss of a leg or an arm. I see you are monstrouB 
angry that I should suppose such a thing possible. I 
don't remember a word that was in my letter, but I 
think it was all within bounds. Grod forbid I should 
ever mince matters with you ; confidence and freedom 
are what I have always used with those nearest to my 
heart. You was angry when you wrote me, whidi I 
know by your calling me a Presbyterian, which is a yeiy 
[illegible] word for you, though my own opinion is that 
it is, not essentially but rationally, the purest mode of 
Christian profession. But now I will write no more 
sentiments but facts. Your friend Lord Stormont has 
taken to himself a wife of the house of Cathcart ; her 
age eighteen. She is improved in her person since you 
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8^ vr her ; people say she will be very handsome when she 
<^c^ines back £rom Paris. She is accomplished ; that is 
^^o say^ she sings well. I am disposed to think well of 
^^r ; and she sets out with an intention to be a good 
"^^^e. I have no other intelligence to give you. Adieu^ 
^■^tiy dearest Hugh. — ^Yours ever and ever." 

' When Hugh had been persuaded to abandon his 

^^Xiilitary schemes^ it was admitted that the chivalry of 

^le idea; though of the De la Mancha school^ had not 

V>een unappreciated by those to whom it was known. 

The King had been struck with it^ and from this time 

seems to have been especially gracious in his inquiries 

for the young minister. 

A letter of Lady Elliot's, of the date of February 
1776, gives some curious particulars concerning the 
Ministiy of the day : — " The King, always good and 
well-intentioned, must be much harassed by the embar- 
rassed state of the public^ and his own servants. As far 
as I know, he is firm to his servants without favouritism. 
The Premier is a man of the best nature and humour I 
ever knew, and with superior talents as a speaker; I 
believe he is a well-intentioned, honest man, but he has 
no enlarged views either in men or things. He has been 
the dupe of little tricking jobbing knaves, the foremost 
of which is the new baronet, Sir Grey Cooper . . . who 
has been playing to disunite Lord North and Lord Suf- 

* In a letter from Mr. Pitt to Hugh Elliot, dated Vienna, February 
1776, it is stated that Prince George of Mecklenborg-Strelitz, brother 
of Queen Charlotte, told the writer that, as far as he could judge (pro- 
bably from letters of the Queen's), the King had at this time scarcely 
a hope of succeeding in America. 
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folk ; but thanks to the good sense^ faimeBS^ and abilities 
of Mr. Eden^ they are^ in spite of all schemes to defeat 
it; thoroughly united at present. That Lord Sandwich 
is omnipotent at the Admiralty, and Lord Barrington 
in the Army, is most true ; it is no less true that few 
ministers except Lord North would submit to this ; but, 
however, I fancy he either must, or quit the helm, as at 
least the Army department seems to be one a higher 
power will never relinquish.^ This, however, creates 
great embarrassment and confusion in business, • . . 

^ A letter from Mr. Stanley, who had lately returned from America, 
where he had been serving on General Borgoyne's 8ta£^ corroborates 
Lady Elliot on this point. Writing to Hngh from Knowsley, January 
16, 1776, he says : — ** I shall certainly have a troop by the time I get 
back to America. Our miUual friend Lord Barrington haa opposed me 
violently ; he says young Stanhope, Lady Harrington's son, is an older 
comet by a good deal ; but the King told Lord Greorge Oermaine and 
Mr. Burgoyne, who both interested themselves for me, that Stanhope 
had not been in America, and therefore I should have it.*' In the 
same letter occurs a passage which, though riot to the point, is enters 
taining enough to justify its introduction here. " We acted the tra- 
gedy of Zaro, two nights before I left Boston, for the benefit of the 
widows and children. The prologue was spoken by Lord Rawdon, a 
very fine fellow and good soldier. I wish you knew him. We took 
above £100 at the door. I hear a great many people blame us for act- 
ing, and think we might have found something better to do ; but 
General Howe follows the example of the King of Prussia, who, when 
Prince Ferdinand wrote him a long letter mentioning aU the difficulties 
and distresses of the army, sent back the following condae answer — 
' De la gaiet^, encore de la gaiety, et toujours de la gaiety ! ' The female 
parts were filled by young ladies, though some of the Boston ladies were 
so prudish as to say this was improper." A letter from Mr. Stanley, 
giving an account of the Battle of Bunker's Hill, will be found in the 
Appendix. 
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!From the nature of the man who goyems the fleets and 
the gnb-govemor of the army^ all [business^] is carried on 
ID the most irr^ular^ slovenly^ if not mercenary manner, 
and their creatures employed, — witness Gage and Greaves. 
Things are, however, becoming too serious for trifling, and 
they are now obliged to look for men of real abilities.*' 

In the same letter she deprecates Hugh's impatience 
of the society in which he lived abroad, and points out 
how little he had to regret in his removal from the temp- 
tations of an idle life in London. 

'' I will say, that if fortune had placed you in a 
situation to exist among these beings of dissipation and 
extravagance, you would soon have lost the richer gifts 
with which she has endowed you. ... It is true 
there is now and then a genius and character amongst 
them that rises in spite of defects and all disadvantages 
of habit and education, such is Charles Fox, such is 
Lord Lyttelton ; but what would they have been if they 
bad applied their whole force to embellishing their great 
talents, and to fulfiUing the noble duties of their birth ! 
What are they now? ruined profligate gamesters, and 
obliged to devote themselves to party for subsistence, 
disregarded and distrusted." 

Most of these letters, at the length of which " your 
&ther grumbles," contain passages of religious advice 
and reflections, and among them is a paper drawn up by 
Lady Elliot for the use of her youngest daughter when 
preparing for confirmation, which shows a cultivated and 
liberal mind, as well as deep religious sentiment. 

? Word iUegible. 
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When Lady Elliot was writing to her son, as she 
constantly did at this time^ of the insufficiency of earthly 
pleasures^ and of the transitory and fleeting nature of all 
earthly things, she little knew that events in her own 
family were about forcibly to illustrate the truths she 
inculcated. 

In the spring of the year 1776 Alick had returned, 
somewhat unexpectedly, from Indite, with the reputation 
of being the " first young man there for character and 
abilities." At that time, or soon after, it became known 
to Sir Gilbert that Lord Suffolk proposed to recall Hugh 
from Munich in autumn, in order that he might be sent 
to the far more important post of Berlin. Circumstances 
of yarious kinds preyented the &mily from making their 
annual visit to Minto at the close of the session, and 
summer found Lady Elliot preparing to take possession 
of a house at Twickenham, with the joyful hope in her 
heart of shortly seeing all her children re-assembled 
about her again in the scenes familiar to their childhood. 
They had parted years ago, in their promising youth ; 
they were about to be united, still young, with the pro- 
mise fulfilled ; each of the three elder sons had estab- 
lished for himself a reputation which betokened a dis- 
tinguished career. Gilbert had just returned from 
Morpeth, and entered Parliament with every prospect of 
attaining a position there. Hugh and Alick were both, in 
spite of their youth, high in the confidence of the govern- 
ments they served. Eleanor's approaching marriage 
with Mr. Eden, "whose abilities," Sir Gilbert said, 
" will cany him high," was a joj-fiil event already loom- 
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ing at a Tery near distance.^ Isabella, the one whose 
future was perhaps the least assured, was idolised at 
home and admired abroad, and entere<l into the successes 
of the others with the most cordial and unselfish 
mffection ; and, strange to say, for that one summer 
Bob himself, showed steadiness and an inclination to 
work« To complete the family picture, we must not 
omit the parents, both of whom were scarcely past the 
prime of life ; Lady Elliot, being not much above forty, 
looked, as we are told by her daughter, ''ten years 
yoonger, and very handsome;" and both she and Sir 
Gilbert might with reason anticipate a long possession 
in the future of their prosperous lot, influential in poli- 
tics, popular in society, and happy at home. At this 
moment of their lives, at all events, they seem to have 
been conscious that ''the lines were cast to them in 
pleasant places." 

The family correspondence proves this. " What joy,** 
writes Lady Elliot, " to have your father and all the six 
with me again ! • • • We shall revisit the old places. 
Your old school-room still exists." Alick writes : — " I 
have visite<l the mill, and the rivulet, and the Thames, 
the spots where we first learned to love each other, and 
DOW only you are wanting to make us perfectly happy." 
And Hugh, writing of the anticipated meeting at Twick* 
enham, says : — " What family can be happier than ours 
b now, all meeting again happy and prosperous, and 
loving each other as well as of old V 

The meeting took place in the month of September, 

' 8h« was nuuTi«d in September 1776. 
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and was followed by a few brief days of happiness ; but 
even during these a speck was in the sky. Sir Oilbeit 
had returned from his son's election^ and from a hasty 
visit to Minto^ with a neglected cold and cough« Hectic 
symptoms rapidly appeared. Soon after the meeting of 
Parliament; he found himself unable to attend the 
House of Commons. A change of climate was ordered 
by the physicians ; and early in November he was on his 
way to NicC; with Lady Elliot and Isabella, and mider 
the especial charge of Hugh. 

A letter from Gilbert^ dated Lincoln's Inn, 19th 
November 1776, well describes the sympathy which Sir 
Gilbert's illness had excited among his friends. 

" The warmth, and I really believe the sincerity, with 
which almost everybody I meet receives the account <rf 
your journey and its success, is affecting, particularly in 
the House of Commons, where he is truly missed hj 
every man who has the least soul, and who knew the 
part he used to fill there. 

" Perhaps his absence, by withdrawing him from all 
those little competitions which warp vulgar, and I am 
afraid, even superior minds, may have made the univerBal 
concern for his situation more sincere than was expected 
in that callous scene. But whatever the reason is, it is 
certainly so ; and to me is a subject of the most sensible 
and touching pleasure I now experience, and yet it makes 
me melancholy. To find nothing but an affectionate re- 
membrance of one who used to be so principal when pre- 
sent there, is a change that makes one feel, and makes one 
think a little of what all this is that we are busy about." 
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Hugh accompanied his femily as &r as Avignon; 
tliere he was relieved in his melancholy duties by his 
brother Alick ; and; apparently on account of matters 
connected with his recent appointment to Berlin^ he 
Tetumed to England^ after a parting so sad and painful, 
that Sir Gilbert is described as frequently recurring to it, 
saying, with a sigh, " Poor, poor Hugh I how unhappy 
he was to leave us." 

And far bitterer still that parting would have been, 
could a glance into the future have revealed to him that 
not only of his father, but of mother and brother^ he 
was taking a last farewell ; and that when he should see 
his favourite sister again, his chosen and cheerful com- 
psnion, there would be " upon her face the tint of grief, 
the settled shadow of an inward strife," and even he, 
l^er best and dearest, would have no power to bring 
relief to " that which preyed upon her mind, a spectre 
rfthepast!" 

* Alick did not return to England till after his brother's departure 
">r Berlin in the spring of 1777, and early in the summer of the same 
y^ he went out to India, where he died in 1778. 



H 




98 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [17 



CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

1777. 
BERLIN. 

The month of January 1777 was marked by two such 
events as make epochs in the history of every family — 
the death of the head of the family, and the marriage of 
him destined to fill the vacant place ; by the one event 
two generations change places, by the other the founda- 
tion of a new family is laid, which may or may not link 
the past to future hopes. 

The nature of the change which had taken place b 
significantly marked in this correspondence. Hitherto 
the brothers had written to each other on personal tojucs 
chiefly; from the parents came more general informa- 
tion, and sometimes counsel, remonstrance, and reproof; 
henceforth Lady Elliot's letters will be but few, and 
those few will relate to matters of a purely domestic 
character, to her health, her sorrows, and her altered 
circumstances ; while the letters of her eldest son become, 
and continue, the most valuable portion of the corre- 
spondence. 

The new Sir Gilbert was well fitted to take the chief 
place in the family. 
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Less ambitious and less laborious than his &ther, 
less brilliant and enthusiastic than his mother^ without 
his brother's handsome person and lively manners^ his 
were the gifts which need only to be known to gain for 
their possessor love and honour, and ^* troops of friends.** 
From his earliest years he seems to have mspired his 
family with the most entire reliance on his character and 
conduct, and also on his tenderness and indulgence to 
those less free than himself from reproach. 

Mrhen young he accused himself of indolence, and in 
after years his wife took up the tale ; but whatever more 
he might have done, he did lire to fill high situations 
with honour, an<l to be distinguished among the band of 
eminent men who during many years opposed at once 
the encroachments of the Crown at home, and the influx 
of Jacobinical principles from abroad. 

From his wife^ there are but few letters among my 
gnuidfather's correspondence, these, however, are easily 
and pleasantly written ; and we know that she was a 
woman of strong character and of warm heart, with looks 
and manners which betrayed her southern origin, an an- 
cestor of her father. Sir George Amyand, having been a 
Huguenot refugee.^ 

' Anna MarU Amyand, eldnt daoghtfr of Sir O. Amjand. She 
and her cUtfr Harriet had been brought np bj Ladj Northampton, wife 
^ their ancle Mr. Amjrand. 

' The family of Amyand came originally from the aonth of France. 

Uvly Elliot'e eldest brother changed hit name to that of Cornewall on 

hU marriage with an heireta, Mies Vrlten C omewall, of Moccas Court, 

Hcrrfordahire. He was the lather of Lady Hereford, of Lady Dnlf 

Gordon, of Kri. FrankUnd Lewis, and of other children. 
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From various remarks in Lady Elliot's letters while 
the wooing was in progress^ it appears that the marriage 
was not desired by her^ and possibly the young lady's 
want of pereonal beauty was no slight demerit in the 
eyes of one who had a large share of the good gift her- 
self; in her earliest allusions to her son's attachment 
she talks of it as an '^ unnatural passion for an ugly 
woman;" but mobility of expression may do more to 
make a face attractive than regular beauty of features, 
when these '' have been created without the preamble of 
* Let there be light' " At all events, Sir Gilbert never 
grew tired of admiring his wife's dark eyes and lively 
looks. 

The marriage, which took place in London on the 
3d January 1777, appears not to have been known at 
Marseilles before Sir Gilbert's death on the 11th. That 
he had given a cordial assent is clear from some exprea- 
sions of his quoted by Lady Elliot in her account of hk 
last hours. "He said," she writes, "about five days 
before the last one, ' By Miss Amyand's letters she is a 
sensible good woman, and I believe will be a good wife 
and comfortable relation ;' and then he added with great 
energy — ' What a wise man Gilbert has been to leave 
the skirts of the fine people and associate with men of 
sense and character who have led him into a conduct of 
virtue and wisdom which I hope he is now established 
in following.' I told him that you suffered cruelly that 
your affairs had not admitted of your attending him on 
this journey. He said, ' I know Gilbert feels much that 
his nature will not permit him to show.'" Of all his 
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children Sir Gilbert seems to have spoken tenderly and 
frequently, while still cheered by the hope of again being 
restored to them and to health; but the sufferings 
caused by paroxysms of coughing which followed on 
any agitation, led him gradually to avoid all affecting 
and exciting topics ; — " If," writes Lady Elliot from 
Marseilles, '' I ever gave him any strong expressions 
of affection, he said, ^ Don't — don't — the least thing 
would' — and then he stopped, fixing his eyes with 
pity and tenderness on me and on his daughter. As 
he lived so he died, a pattern of meekness, patience, 
and fortitude." 

The return of Lady Elliot to England did not follow 
immediately on her husband's death; with a natural 
reluctance to leave the scenes where she had last beheld 
him, she lingered on in the south of France till the 
month of March ; arrangements were, however, inmie- 
diately carried out for the interment of the body at 
Minto, where, nevertheless, it did not arrive till the 
following August 

In a letter written at this period to Hugh, his mother 
quotes some lines composed by her husband on his 
bther's death, which, she says, are applicable to many of 
the circumstances which accompanied his own : — 

** sacred flame, 
Devotion pure, whose energy divine 
Exalts with humble hope the lowly mind, 
And trust and fortitude bestowest, thou fiU'dst 
His pious breast, and resignation taught 
That first great lesson — best preparative 
For life and death — he leamt it and obey'd. 
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His mind refined and strong, no sense impaired. 

Nor feeling of humanity, nor taste 

Of social life, and e'en his latest hour 

In sweet domestic cheerfulness was past 

Sublimely calm his ripen'd spirit fled. 

His family surrounding, and his friends. 

A wife and daughter closed his eyes, on them 

Was turned his latest gaze, and o'er his grave — 

Their father's grave — his sons the green turf spread. 

Such be my fate, indulgent Providence, 

When from the tumult of a noisier scene, 

The same still grave shall, near a father's side. 

Receive the ashes of a son he loved." 

** All is accomplished," wrote Lady Elliot in oooti- 
nuation, *' but the last part, and I hope that is not ftr 
distant I have also a strong cordial in his having signi- 
fied to me that my presence with him was his comfort 
I have a cordial, indeed, in my dear children's duty and 
affection, which nothing can surpass, and in their virtues 
and qualities ; I balance all these things, and I acknow- 
ledge the providence of God ; yet nature will weep for 
what is past, and tremble for what may come." 

On the arrival of the sad news in England, steps 
were immediately taken to ensure the succession oi 
Gilbert Elliot to the representation in Parliament of the 
county of Roxburgh, vacated by his father s death. The 
first letter, addressed by Gilbert to his brother Hugh in 
the spring of 1777, is written from Minto to Hugh in 
London, and is occupied with the details of his canvass 
in the county. After describing his prospects of support 
— the friendship of the Duke of Buccleuch ; the almost 
paternal kindness of Hugh Scott of Harden ; the strong 
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dispomtion of the county gentlemen in general in his 
favour — Sir Gilbert winds up thus : — ^^ I cannot shut my 
letter without giving you all the comfort our misfortunes 
leave us, and that which I have found a very real and 
affecting one to myself— I mean the adoration with 
which my fieither is, by almost all ranks of men here, 
remembered." 

It appears from the letters relating to county politics 
at this time, that a political alliance was in process of 
formation between the Dukes of Buccleuch and Rox- 
bui^hcy which, unless opposed with infinite spirit and 
union by the other gentlemen of the county, would, it 
was feared, place the representation of Roxbui^hshire 
entirely at the disposal of the two Dukes. On this 
occasion the Duke of Roxbui^he, at the instance of the 
Duke of Buccleuch, withdrew his brother, Lord R Kerr, 
in fisivour of Sir Gilbert Elliot, though Lord Robert's 
canvass ha«l actually commenced 

So great a sacrifice made by the Duke of Roxbuighe 
as an act of friendship for the Duke of Buccleuch, who, 
besiiles being kindly disposed to Sir Gilbert himself, 
was unwilling to thwart the wishes of the county gentle- 
men declared pretty unanimously in his &vour, snflS- 
ciently attested the intimate nature of the connection 
between the two great peers; and it was generally 
believed that a private understanding subsisted between 
them to the effect that the withdrawal of Lord Robert 
on the present occasion would ensure for him the 
Buccleuch interest at another election. Jealousy of this 
alliance lie t ween the two Dukes laid the foundations of 
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a new party in the county, which, under the name of the 
independent interest, frequently and successfully con- 
tested in after years the representation of Roxbui^hshire 
with the nominees of the Duke of Buccleuch. On this 
occasion Sir Gilbert was returned without a contest; 
and haying previously resigned his seat for Moipeth, be 
returned to town at the end of February as M.P. for 
Roxburghshire. 

About the same time Hugh departed for his new 
post at Berlin, which he reached on the 1st of ApiiL 

The Court to which my grandfiather was now 
accredited was as unlike as possible that which he had 
just left In place of the gay and dissipated Munidi, 
he found a capital of regular and handsome architecture 
indeed, but in " the streets of which reigned an air (tf 
dejection at noon-day, scarcely any passengers being 
seen except soldiers."^ The only court held there was 
that of the Queen, the n^lected wife of Frederick die 
Great; to her all presentations were made, and her 
receptions, at rare and stated intervals, were the only 
royal entertainments at which Berliners were called upon 
to assist; but so parsimonious were the habits of die 
Court, that the occasional glimmer of an old lamp in the 
staircase of the palace was sufficient to make a passer* 
by exclaim — '' Her Majesty doubtless holds high festival 
to-day !" and so scanty were the provisions at the royal 
table, that those who had the honour of partaking of 
them previously fortified themselves with a repast at 
home. Thidbault tells us, that on one occasion a greaiJt 

1 WrazalPtt MemoirSy vol. i. 
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ladj especially recommended by Her Majesty to the care 
of the aasistantSy receiTed for her entire portion one pre- 
served cherry I 

The f6te-day of the Queen was the grand gaU of the 
year, for then Frederick honoured her with his presence, 
and taking off his military boots for that day only, 
appeared for the space of half-an-hour in silk stockings, 
which, ungartered and ill-fitting, fell in folds around his 
legs. 

No less unlike to the splendours of Nymphenbui^ 
was the residence of the Prussian King at Potsdam, 
*^ rather a military station than a city. Guards and 
boasani constituted half its inhabitants;" while the 
little palace of Sans Bouci, a quarter of a mile off, 
ooDsisted only of one range of apartments on the ground 
floor.^ '' A sandy barren soil and groTcs of gloomy fir 
gave an air of melancholy to the surrounding scenery ,7 
nys an English traTeller whose words I hare before 
quoted: and after expatiating on the CTidenoe of 
military despotism apparent throughout the land, he 
adds — ** The Prussian monarchy reminds me of a vast 
prison, in the centre of which iq>pcarH the great keeper 
occupied in the care of his captives.'*^ 

As a parallel to the Englishman's opinion, we may 
place that of the Marquis liouis d'Yve, a friend of 
Hugh Elliot s in Ratisbon days, who, on hearing of his 
appointment to Berlin, wrote to him thus : — '' Je crois 
que le s^jour de Beriin tous couTiendra k de certains 

* The new palace of Sanii Souri was then in proceai of building. 

* WrazalL 
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^ards — on y traite les ministres k la Y ^nitieiiiie ; la 
cour et la yille ont peu de communicatioii ayec eux, les 
personnes auxquellcs ils se lient^ et les maisons qulls 
fr^quentent deyiennent mdmes suspectes; ils TiTcnt 
beaucoup entre eux^ ou seuls, selon leur g^nie; lean 
soci^t^s sont des esp^ces de klops (clubs) anglais, its 
n'ont pas besoin de briller par les ^uipages, et le senl 
train n^cessaire est d'etre en ^tat de bien donner k 
diner h leurs amis — ^voil& bien des titres pour Berlin 
vis-k-vis de vous ! D'un autre cdt^, il y a beauooop 
de princes qui ont chacun une mani^re de petite coor, 
il faut les voir et ceci est une g@ne un peu multiplide.'*^ 
The princes alluded to by the Marquis Louis dTTe 
were, besides the King and Queen, the prince^ and 
princess^ of Prussia — ^both of whom became subse- 
quently fnends and correspondents of my grandfather- 
Prince Henry, the Ring's brother, who lived chiefly ai 
the castle of Rheinsberg, at about twelye miles firom 
Berlm, and the princes of Brunswick, nephews of tbe 
Queen,— other princes and princesses there were who 
came and went, and some who lived constantly afc 
Berlin, but in a degree of retirement which prevented 
them from being known to the foreigners who at thia 
date visited Berlin. 

Mr. Elliot appears to have formed his earliest social 
relations in the country among the members of Prino0 

» Ratisbonc, 27 7»«* /7«. 

• Afterwards King Frederick William, nephew of Frederick 
Cireat. 

' A princess of Hetise- Darmstadt. 
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Heni7*8 court at Rheinsbei^. Among these were his 
aide»-de-€anip the two Counts Wrech, designated as le 
gros et le petit ; '' le brillant Kaphengst/' of whose 
^ hot youth '* Thi^bault tells wild stories : *' le beau 
Kniphauseny beau commc TApollon de Behed^re/' and 
aflerwanls too well known in my grand&ther's story. 
Among the ladies the most prominent were the 
Countess de Verelst, widow of a late Dutch minister at 
Berlin, and her '' fairest daughter" — ** sans contredit la 
plus belle personne de ce |)ay8.** Madame de Verelst, 
'* n^ Sophia Ton Platen** (Thi^bault tells us she was a 
demoiselle de Brcdow),^ had been one of the band of 
high-bom and beautiful dames de cour of the Queen 
Sophia I>on)thea — mother of Frederick the Great 
From thotw days she had kept up relations of amity 
and confidence with various members of the royal 
fiunily, especially with Prince Ilenry, at whose castle of 
Rbeinslicrg she spent every summer. She had been 
marrieil en premiircs noccs to M. Von Krauth, a 
Prussian officer, by whom she ha«l one daughter, a 
beauty and a rcputeil heiress, whose charms, though 
she was barely sixteen, had endangered the peace of 
the last English envoy,*'' and were destined to have a 
more powerful influence over his successor. 

The general society of Berlin was composed of the 
native aristocracy, wliidi, from want of means, contri- 
lNite<l little to its brilliancy ; of foreign diplomatists ; of 
strangers ; and of men of letters — these last were chiefly 

' By IWrlin r*tii|uKt4> nil danus tie cour wm anmrnrrifd. 
'Mr. llAfTts, aftmranU Sir JuaitB, and fint £«i of lUlmeihiiry. 
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Frenchmen who had been induced by Frederick t 
an academy at Berlin. 

Mr. Harris had described them to his succee 
"little above our village schoolmasters;" bi 
grandfather/ who had both literaiy and sci 
tastes, seems to have frequented their society a 
have liked it There are many letters from i 
academicians in this correspondence, but the mt 
best known from the amusing memoirs of Thi^bau 
of their number. 

To Mr. Harris my grandfather was indebted 
pithy description of the members of the diplomatic 
among whom he was now to take his place. 

I insert it here — ^it will be seen that the nan 
in the second column, the qualities of the propriei 
the first 



French Minister. — 
Optimiis. 


Pons, Marquis de. 


Palatine Minister. — 
Good ; to be consulted about 
visits. 


Schlipp. 


Sardinian. — 
Ingenious ; odd ; suits me ; good 
for an Italian. 


Rosignan. 


Austrian.— 
Clever ; honest ; morgue. 


•Swieten.J 



^ During his idlest days at Mimich he had correspond) 
Mesmer on the subject of animal magnetism, and with Mr. Bry 
electricity and kindred topics. 

' He was soon removed, and was succeeded by Count Coben 
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SWEDEX.— 

Enfant atcc de U barbe . 



Dutch Mixistbr.— 
Prieo'l of Harrif ; faulU, bot good. 



Heyilen. 



Nihil. I ^* J^»»^ip>»^'»>^y- 

8wet<'rheim. 



Odd ; avoid familiarity. j Michel. 

AToid generally toutes les femnies. 



In addition to this sketch of diplomatic pereonageSy 
there is a similar table describing the chief persons in 
socictj ; but as it can no longer contain anj interest, I 
shall only transcribe one entir. 



Trixcs Henry'm Court.— 
TraraMieni, faux, imperii nenUi. 



Ilanm* Kniphauaeu, Kaphengtt, 
Denon, Marechalo. Avoid all 
of the name of Wreoh. 



Mailamtf Vcr»>lMt--Oood ; mention Harriaa mt]>ect and eatcem aa 
often a« {MMAiMe. 

I find no letters from Mr. Elliot describing his first 
impressions of Berlin ; but in the letters addressed to 
him there are passages which throw some light both on 
the reception ho met with, and on his own views of the 
place and people. 

Thus Mr. Brydone, writing on the 2d May 1777, 
says, — '* It gave me great pleasure to know you have 
met with so agreeable and so gracious a reception ; I 
was sure, indee<l, this would be the case, as you are 
exactly the character the king likes.'* And Madame de 
Tbun writes : — '^ J*ai ^Ui bien agrdablement surprise de 
Toir par Totre lettre que mcs ahurmes sur les d^sagrd- 
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mens que je croyais que vous trouyeriez dons la BodM 
de Berlin sent inutiles^ et que vous dies si content & 
voire s^jour ; I'dloge que vous en faites, qaelque pom- 
peux qu il soit^ ne me tente cependant pas^ et je vom 
avoue que je ne me fais pas Fid^e d'une 90ciiU sur 
laquelle la subordination s'^tend, ni des agr^mens d'nne 
mile qui doit son existence au fer et au feu, encore mmuB 
d'une capitale qui est un camp ; oil on ne peut fiuie 
canipagne gaiement 

^' Vraiment si je ne savais pas combien cm est 
charm^ de passer son temps avec vous, je croirab qnH 
doit 7 avoir 5. Berlin d'autres agr^mens, moins h^riasfr 
de baionnettes, de tambours, et de manoeuvres, puisque 
Harvey/ que je ne crois pas militairc aussi passionii^ 
que vous, y reste si longtemps." 

My grand&ther's military tastes had led him to foim 
an enthusiastic admiration for the great soldier of hb 
age, and no doubt the military manoeuvres which formed 
the staple amusement of Berliners were peculiarity inter- 
esting to him, but as Madame de Thun shrewdly su^ 
mised, Berlin had other attractions too. 

Of these, however, he did not think it necesaaiy to 
write home, and they find no place in a gay letter to his 
sister Eleanor, written in the summer of 1777^ in wfaidi 
he describes his life at Berlin : — 

''I very often place myself at your looking-j^aa 
window at Greenwich, and hear you call me mad with 
the greatest pleasure, while Eden's never-resting fingen 
write notes and politics with that wonderful punctuality 

1 WUliam Harvey, Esq. 
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which none of your indolent brothers ever could attain. 
I nuppoee mjfieify then, asking for a sandwich, derouring 
TiconderagOy and Philadelphia, while you arc making 
oonqucsts for Lady Anna Maria,^ and Lady Priscilla,^ 
pMBing in review the good kind of men, and good kind 
of estates, upon whom your friends might rationally 
bestow their sentiments and persons m exchange for 
dirty acrai and irresistible gold You arc in your scariet 
ri<ling-4lres8, just dismounted from Paet^ and I am 
hagge<l with sitting up last night and winning tweWe 
hundred from as needy a younger brother as myself I 

'' What shall we talk about ? 

'^ Madam begins. Well, Hugh, how do you like 
Beriin? 

'^ Hugh, Monstrously ; the tallest grenadiers you 
crer saw, the most melodious drums, the sweetest 
tmmpets, the most delicious artillery, and the loveliest 
basHani. 

** Madam. Are your women handsome ? 

" Hugh, Prodigious I Six feet high, six feet round, 
as brawny as your chairman : then they eat, and, bless 
the pretty creatures, they drink a little too — a set of jolly 
dogs, I assure you. 

'^ Madam, How do you pass your time ? 

'^ Hugh. Harvey and I seldom meet till twelve, 
when we go to a lecture on Natural Philosophy: at 
ooc we mount ; Brilliant and the brown horse gallop as 
hard as they can lay legs to ground till two, in a beauti- 
fal park ; at two, dine, drink one bottle Buigundy, 

> XMy Anna Maru SUnhope. • Udy PriadlU Bertie. 
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success to old England, play at cribbage till four; at 
four, go to a lecture on Chemistry ; at fire, mount the 
nags again, or, if there should be a violent supper in 
town, dress, arrive there at seven ; from seven to nine, 
play at shilling whist ; at nine, sit down to supper with 
forty people, faire Tagr^able with amiable neighbour; 
to bed at one, and rise next morning with a comfortable 
headache, and melancholy reflections upon high living 
and poverty," but of Madame Verelst's ''fidrest daughter," 
not one word I ! 

And now, what was thought of Hugh at Berlin ? 

Thi^bault tells us that at this time arrived ''H. 
Elliot, homme d'esprit et d^li^; de plus, asaei bel 
hommc, trfes-vif, ct trbs-aimable, original sans doute; 
on n'est point anglais sans ccla ;" and then, to prove die 
originality of the Minister's opinions, he goes on to 
tell us, that one day giving a dinner to some academi- 
cians, 'Ml nous soutint" that Shakspeare was sublime, 
and much more so than Comeille, while Racine was 
never sublime at all. To these assertions such a flood 
of eloquence was replied that the host appears to have 
closed the discussion by the assurance that he had 
much admiration for Racine, who was one of his 
favourite authors. 

On another occasion, says the same writer, he Qnde^ 
took to prove to us that the French language, which he 
spoke perfectly, was, when compared with any other 
modem language, and more especially the En^iah 
language, an essentially poor one. 

There was certainly some originality in propounding 
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iliese views to a dinner party composed of French 

academicians. 

1 find among Mr. Elliot's papers a draft of a letter 
written to a foreign friend at this time/ on literary- 
topics, in which the following passage occurs : — " On ne 
connait pas assez nos bons ^rivains dans ce pays cL Je 
ne cache pas ma jalousie en voyant chez le Prince Henri, 
Voltaire, M aupertuis et pas un seul Anglais. Je viens 
de finir la lecture d'un livre oh. mes pauvres compatriotes 
ont itk impitoyablement vol^s, lliistoire politique et phi- 
lofiophique des ^tablissements par TAbb^ Raynal. I 
Diust write in English, because I am angiy, and I know 
one dare not be angry at Berlin with the favourite 
^nch hterary puppets. A few plodding, bob-wig'd, 
sensible English traders have enriched their country 
^th some of the leading facts and leading principles of 
^nimerce, navigation, and colonies, truth their object, 
^^rience their guide, and plain unaffected language 
weir medium for conveying to their countrymen a know- 
ledge of the subject they treat of; they n^lected all 
wiose impertinent pretensions which are meant to catch 
^^Inairation for the author at the expense of the judg- 
*^t of the reader. Not one exclamation to ' Hommes 
J*e la terre !* ' Peuplcs ^coutez ma voix, c*est ITiuman- 
^^ qui parle !* They contrived to say in a few words 
'^hat Monsieur TAbb^ has dressed in all the luxuriance 
^'^ French superfluities. In the same sentence you have 

/P*^^, the philosophy of Confucius, the threadbare sub- 

J^ of Monkish Christianity, the natural history of the 

* Berlin, June 1777. 
I 
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globe^ and les a^mens du scxe enchanteur ; and this 
strange lottery of which ideas should come uppermost^ 
a compound worthy of some hysterical woman with a 
bad digestion, passes in Europe for a profound and 
original work I" 

The first occasion^ on which my grandfeidier came 
very prominently before the notice of the Berlin public 
was one not calculated to improye his position there. 
I allude to the seizure of the papers of two American 
agents who had lately arrived in Berlin, with the parpoBe, 
as it was supposed, of carrying on secret n^;otiation8 with 
the Court, promising future conunercial advantages in 
return for present assistance of officers and money. 

The very first official despatch,^ addressed by Lord 
Suffolk to Mr. Elliot at Berlin desires him to watch the 
conduct of these '' rebel agents,'' Messrs Lee and Sayre; 
and the second despatch describes Mr. Sayre as a man 
of desperate fortune. Mr. Lee was said to possees 
higher abilities, and to be most in the confidence of 
Messrs. SDas Deanc and Franklin. 

The presence of these persons at Berlin was an- 
nounced by the Prussian minister to the English repre- 
sentative, he being at the same time informed that the 
King of Prussia had too high a sense of the regal dig- 
nity to give his sanction to the rebellious colonieB fay 
receiving their emissaries, who were therefore obliged to 
maintain a strict incognito. 

Mr. Elliot, however, saw some reason to doubt the 
friendly assurances of the Prussian ministers ; and the 

» Juno? 1777. 2 5^t. James's, 9th May 1777. Cypher. 
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rest of the storyy written at length by himself to the 
Prince of Prussia, and to his own government, may be 
shortly told as follows : — ^Certain persons were desired 
by Mr. Elliot to watch the proceedings of two soi-disant 
Americans lately arrived at Berlin, known to be agents 
of the rebel Congress. Offers were made to Mn Elliot 
to procure him secretly the papers of the strangers, and 
to replace them without risk of discovery ; which offers 
were accepted by Mr. Elliot, and pn>niiscs of reward 
were given to those who made them. Nevertheless, 
Dothing came of these proposals, the risk attending on 
their execution being found too great A German ser- 
vant, however, in Mr. Elliot h establishment, having l)een 
made aware of his master s anxiety to procure evidence 
of the secret objects which the Americans had in view at 
Beriin, by overhearing hhn say at his dinner-table that he 
would glailly give a sum of money to any one who should 
bring him their impers, waited for no further nutliorisa- 
tion, but in the most imprudent and reckless manner 
broke inU) the apartments occupie<l by the Americans in 
a certain hotel ; entering the room by the window, he 
force«l o|)en the bureau, and carrieil off, *'k toutes 
jamlies,'* the {m])ers it contained. 

The master of the house instantly accused Mr. Elliot s 
•errant of the theft, stating that he had been offerc<l a 
thousand {nmnds only a few days l>efore to become an 
acciMnplii*e t4i it ; Hcveral persons l>elouging t^i the hotel 
were arrcsteil : ami the police were pursuing active 
inquiries into the circumstances of the affair, when Mr. 
Klli<»t came forward and declared that he considered 
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himself to be solely responsible for what had oocum 
One of his senrants^ he said^ was undoubtedly the calpi 
and had been led to commit the act by Mr. Elliot's o 
imprudence^ he having in the servant's presence expr 
sed himself in the indiscreet manner before mentiont 
No time had been lost in restoring the papers to ih 
rightful owners^ and Mr. Elliot submitted himself entir 
to the judgment of the King of Prussia^ acquitting 
court of any share in so unjustifiable a transaction.^ 

The king gave to this candid avowal a grade 
answer, to the effect that he should wish the 8ubj> 
dropped ; but Mr. Elliot thought it his duty to adi; 
his own government to recaU hun from a post where 1 
credit of his court might possibly be impaired by i 
conduct of its representative on this occasion. 

Mr. Liston was sent home at once with lett 
explanatory of the circumstances, and on the Ist 
August Lord Suffolk wrote to Mr. Elliot as follows : 
*^ It gives me real concern when I find it my duty 
convey any intimation of His Majesty's dissatisfSEU^ 
with the conduct of a minister whose zeal in the "pub 
service is as little doubted as his ability ; and who, 

^ My attention having been called to the diacrepancy hetween 
account given in the text of this transaction and that to be found In 
6th voL of Mr. Carlyle's Ilistory of Frederick the Oreat, I have onl^ 
say, that I have translated all but verbatim Mr. Elliot's letter on 
subject to the Prince of l^russio, and have accurately copied the n 
important possiiges relating to it from Lord Suffolk's despatches i 
Mr. Eden's h'ttors ; and that no papers, public or private, contain 
any different version from that given in the text, liave been presen 
in tlie MSS. of my grandfather. 




17771 DESPATCH PROM LORD SUFFOLK. 117 

mn cxceiM of the former quality, baa been induced to 
swerve from that discreet regard to hia own situation 
and the dignified principles of his court, which ought 
on every moment and on every occasion to regulate both 
his actions and his language*" 

Lord Suffolk goes on to conunent on the expressions 
which, by Mr. Elliot's confession, he had hazarded at hia 
table — ** expressions which, however they might arise in 
the warmth of conversation without any serious meaning 
being intended], were highly improper to be used by the 
representative of a court which disdained, and will ever 
disdain, to trust the crooked i>aths of duplicity and 
trcacheiy." 

After stating that the generous behaviour of the 
King of I^russia on tliis occasion to Mr. Elliot prevente<l 
the necessity of adopting Mr. Elliot s suggestion that he 
should be recalled, the des|)atch ends by recommending 
him for the future to *' abstain from vivacities of language, 
and to control and discourage so criminal an activity on 
die imrt of his dependants." A little later another 
desimtch informs Mr. Elliot that the King of England 
hail entirely overlooked the exceptional circumstances in 
the business, in consideration of the l(»yal zeal which occa- 
sioned] them ; and the despatch closes by the announce* 
nient that the expenses incurretl by Mr. Elliot would bo 
imlemnifietl bv the crown. 

Mr. E<len, writing confidentially to his brotlier-in- 
law— October 1777 — tells him tliat the King of Prussia's 
feelings on the subject were not i|uite such as he luul 
been led to uiiagiuc :— 
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*' We had the best reason to know that they were bj 
no means quieted to the degree you supposed ; when yoo 
were told that the outrage was forgiven, we had absolute 
proof that you were only told so, and that it was likely 
to be seriously resented. .... The infonnation 
itself we had already obtained through another 
channel. . • . You have now only to appear, 
and to be veiy discreet in your attention, and in all 
other respects to pursue the engaging conduct that youm 
own nature would dictate." 

This letter, most affectionate and friendly throughout- 
dwells much on the almost parental feeling of Lorc3 
Suffolk for Hugh Elliot, on the kindly disposition o'i 
the ^' closet" towards the yoimg minister, and ends thus : 
" Let me, however, give you one official caution — 
recollect always that your letters are for the Royal eye, 
which is so constructed as to be shock'd at any coarse 
expression. You lately said 'that a certain prince 
would do anything to ^ get a shilling.' I altered tbe 
three last words to 'gain an advantage for his people."' 

It has been necessaiy to tell this stoiy at some 
length, because the subsequent relations of Mr. Elliot 
with the court of Berlin were affected by it in no slight 
degree. 

From that period he never recovered the ground 
which he seems originally to have occupied in the king's 
good graces, nor does he appear to have adopted Mr. 
Eden's conciliatory advice, nor to have sought to n^ain 
the Royal favour bv attentions and deference. 

The king condescended to ** bowler" the young 
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eiiToy — the latter affectc<l to disregard the king — the 
king, growing gradually more and more hostile to Eng- 
land, aniuised himself by twitting her ropreftentative with 
the fiulures of her policy, and the uiiBuccessfuIness of 
her anns; and the minister retaliated by replies, of 
which the sarcasm was equally delicate and sharp. 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

1777 to 1778. 
THE FAMILY. 

While Mr. Elliot had been employed, as we have wc^r 
at Berlin, his &mily had not n^lected to keep him vcM^ 
formed of what was passing in London. Early in Mard> 
the Dowager Lady Elliot and Isabella had returned U^ 
England, Sir Gilbert and his wife having gone to VmB 
to meet them. 

A curious succession of accidents caused the Tarious 
members of the family to miss each other, though actu- 
ally crossing the channel or approaching its shores on 
the same day; thus Hugh had sailed from Grayesend 
(for Cuxhaven) a few hours before Sir Gilbert and Lad^ 
Elliot arrived there, and they, during a passage of finir 
hours to Calais, crossed Alick on his way to England, 
while the Dowager Lady Elliot and Isabella, who were 
travelling leisurely from Paris, were passed on the road 
by Sir Gilbert and his wife hunying to join them in the 
French capital I 

The delay of a day in Paris gave the Elliots an 
opportunity of seeing something of the town — of dining 
with Lord Stormont and his young wife, and with her 
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sister, the *' charming Mrs. Graham/*^ and also of renew- 
ing acquaintance with Madame Du DeffEmd. ^' I saw 
her, and was charmed and warmed towards her by the 
sincerity of her concern in me and mine^ and all of us." 

Uunying away from Paris, they retraced their steps 
again to Calais, and there rejoined their mother and sister. 
'' What that meeting was, you may imagine !" writes 
one of the i>arty. 

Returning to England together, they were met at 
Caiiterbuiy by Mr. Eden and Eleanor, and all proceeded 
to London, dreading, as othere have dreaded, the first 
sight of familiar objects aft8ociate<l with bygone days. 
In deference to the feeling which made Lady Elliot 
shrink from returning to the *^ dark house," the ^' long 
imlorely street," the 

'* Door*, where hrr heart wm uaed to bemt 
So qaickly, waiting for a hand, 
A luuid that can be clatped no roorr,** 

her children had arranged that nhe should not revisit 
her old home, but should bo conducted at once to a 
small cheerful houiae in Clarges Street, which they had 
Uken pains to prepare for her arrivaL There, accord- 
ingly, she was fioon installed, with some of her children 
about her, and pictures of Uio absent ones hanging on 
ibe walls; and there she and Isabella remained till 
Hiunmer sent them to look for *^ charming air, and gar* 
dens and green fields — in KnighUbridge.'* 

But before that time arrived, their spirits weiv further 

> WhoM* husband liecanic liord I<yiic<loch,— a |iortrait of her by 
(iauubofoagh was one of the gema of the Manrheater KxhibitioD. 
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tried by another paiiiful parting. Alick's leave 
terminated, he returned early in May to India, and 
departure produced a sad letter from his mother 
Hugh. " That your fate and Alick's," she wrote, ^ 
withstanding all your advantages, require peipetiuu3 
absence, is a heavy sorrow. May I not say with tb^e 
Duchess of York in Richard — 

** * But death has snatch*d my husband from my anns. 

And pluckt two crutches from my feeble hands^ « 

Clarence and Edward. what cause hare 1/ etc. etc 

You both live, thanks to heaven I but you are both loBft 
to me ; you, perhaps, I may still embrace, though per- 
haps not, but Alick, I daresay, I have parted with for 
ever, his picture is now before me in my snuff-box, and 
that is all I have of him who lightened my burdens wiA 
unwearied duty. May heaven bless and preserve him, 
but he is gone to a climate which will, I am sure, destroy 
him." 

Alick himself returned to his distant post full of 
energy and spirit, and with what appeared to be a wdl* 
grounded hope that he might live to achieve a brilliaiit 
and useful career; but the event proved ere long that 
his mother's forebodings were more truthful than his own 
anticipations. He went to India by the overiand routei 
and from Constantinople he wrote to Hugh that tbe 
various wonderful exploits performed by the latter during 
the war on the Danube, were still the theme of ccmTO^ 
sation in the society there. 

During the simng, Isabella and Eleanor both wrote 
frequently to Hugh, and in their letters we get glimpses 
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of many old fncnds, besides more distinct views of the 
membcni of the family group. 

- Both the sisters agree that ** Maria is most loreable 
and charming, with every good and agreeable quality/' 
worthy even of " my brother. ** " They are indeed a very 
pleasant couple/* writes the mother. 

Tlie letters of the Edens are sunshine itself ^' The 
worid still wags on as it did when you was with us/* 
writer Eleanor ; ^* some are happy, some are unhappy, 
but of the former none are a (juarter so happy as votre 
(letite sivur." And her husband tells her brother that 
** Eleanor is the delightfulcst creature in the worid — 
defies and despises i)oliticH — and makes preparations of 
pap!** And then, with the coulcur de nwe of home 
reflected on the Foreign Office, he declares ** the political 
borizim of EuroiH)** to bo '' clearing up, the American 
bniil waxing fiiintcr, and at all events England more 
rcscilutc and more cheerful than ever.*' 

*' Hob,** we hear, '' cuts bis hair h I'abb^, which is 
the first step in the church/' and Isabella gradually 
returns into a little quiet society, is touche<l by the 
kindness of her reception on her first ap]>earancc at 
ciourt, and meets here and there with old ** flames" and 
friends of IIugh*s, of whom she makes mention to him : — 
** Mr. Pitt was very agreeable at the o\Km last night 
Miss North, merry as ever, bids me tell you she is very 
much in love with one person, and going to marry 
another : and her brother is at Oxfonl, ready to hang 
himself liecause Miss Egerton has rcfuseil him** — ** which 
I believe he is very glad of,** adds Isabella. ** Lord 
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Lindsay^ outrageous as cver^ was so smitten with the 
sight of Lady Banymore, just returned from Paris, thai 
he wanted to cany her home instead of the chainnac 
fit)m his mother's party ; but Mr. Fawkener, who was tc 
have been his partner, being afinid of the &tigue, k 
had to give it up ; he goes to America, and the po(» 
duchess cries night and day about it" 

Lord Suffolk, Hugh's kind and constant friend 
married Lady Charlotte Finch in the course of the 
summer, and this event gave rise to many lemarim fimn 
both sisters on the charms and merits of the bride — 
" She is really a very good kind of girl," writes Mra. 
Eden, '^ but no doubt you will infer she is not handsome, 
as that would have come first, and I vrill not attempt to 
describe her, as all the answer I should receive from jon 
in return would be. All the better for her soul — ^which is 
all I ever get from you or Mr. Eden if I do not begin by 
saying, * She is very pretty, or rather handsome,' when yott 
will listen to other qualifications with tolerable patience. 

'^ However, though I cannot say this of Lady SnflMk, 
she has qualities which vrill make his life happy and 
comfortable, so much so that most of his friends have 
thought his marriage a subject on which he might with 
great propriety be congratulated 1 Upon my word, Hugh, 
you are the greatest gig in the world. I dareeaj you 
will say that we all know no one can rejoice in his hap- 
piness more sincerely than you do, but if you will not 
even be at the trouble of writing him a letter to tell him 
so, you nmst own he is not obliged to find it out" 

A description of Mr. Harris making an imposing 
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figure at Ranelagh — '' making love in a box, and eating 
bread and butter in the regular way" — prepares us for 
another marriage ; and before the summer was over the 
** dangling diplomate" lllul become one of the fiunily by 
marrying Harriet Amyand, youngest sister of Lady 
Elliot The wedding is so graphically described by Mr. 
Liston, who assisted at it during his visit to London on 
bosinem connecteii with the affaini of the rebel agents, 
that I cannot do better than to insert it here. 

" Yesterday (29th July) was a very busy day 
with your friends here — a marriage and a christening 
within a few hours of each other; your niece was 
baptised by the name of Eleanor Agnes, your mother 
mud sister standing godmothers;^ and after dinner, 
during which many jokes were cut at Harris, the 
company acyoumed to Lincoln's Inn Fields, where they 
found the bride, her two brothers. Lady Comewall, 
your brother Bob, Miss Harris, and Lord Northingtom 
Here a most trying scene ensued. Six o clock was the 
hour named for the ceremony. The priest was ready in 
bis pontificals. The young lady sitting anxious, arrayed 
in riTf^n white. The bridegroom standing upon the 
tiptoe of expectation, a frock extremely galanif colour 
of soupirs 6touff6s,^ lining^ and waistcoat bleu de cicl, a 
very handsome embroidery, beautiful brundebourgs. 

* El4«iior Agnrt, rhlctt daughter of Mr. and Hn. Eden, nuurifd in 
1799 th« Karl of HuckiughAxnAhlre. She wu my godmother, and one 
of my rarlieat and best lovrd friends. 

* S^apir ttoaffe— a pale lilac— was the fiuhiunable colour of 1778. 
In Madame D'Arhlay'a IHary, roL i., p. 87, it it thoa mentioned : — 

** Wc had been talking of colonns and of the fantaatic ounea giren to 
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These were looked at and admired by ereiybody. 
Why don't we proceed ? said some one. The license is 
not come. Good God 1 what shall we do ? When it 
came to be inquired into^ it was found that they had 
not had an adequate idea of the possible delays of tiit 
law^ and had not applied time enough to give allowance 
for accidents. But the proctor, who ought to have under- 
stood that matter, had faithfully promised to be there at 
six o'clock. After waiting an hour in a veiy awkwaid 
situation, Sir Gilbert went to the proctor's house to 
inquire for him. He had set out in the moming to 
wait on the Archbishop, whose intervention was neces- 
sary in the case, and who happened to be fourteen miles 
out of town. He was not returned. When this 
answer was brought a dozen of suppositions wne 
formed, one more comfortless than the other. The 
man was robbed. He was killed by a fell from his 
horse. He had not found the Archbishop at home. 
As they had not employed the Archbishop's own proctffl*, 
it was to be feared he had found means to raise some 
difficulties that might have induced the Archbishop to 
refuse giving his consent. This uncertainty, than whidi 
it is not easy to conceive anything more completely 
disagreeable, lasted till near ten o'clock at night, when 
the license arrive<l and they were at last mairicd. I 
must do Mr. Harris and his young wife the justice to 

them, and why the palest lilac should be called a ttoupir Uoufi^ 9Sa^ 
when Dr. Johnson came in she (Mrs. Thrnle) applied to him. 

***Why, Madam,' said he, with wonderful readinesa, *it is cJW 
a stifled sigh, bccfiusc i^ is checked in its progress, and only half * 
colour/" 



i 
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aaj, they boro it in a way that did tliem great honour. 
Tbcy both have a degree of patience, or a command of 
hcCf much beyond what I can boaist oV 

Mrs. Harris, who was only sixteen, writing herself 
to Hugh, says, ** Never was so meny a wedding as mine I 
We waite<I four hours for the license ! your humble 
■errant behaving like an angel, or rather like patience 
on a monument smiling at the ' Bear tcas'd by Bees ' on 
the chinmey-piece, the only tolerable sign of grief in 
the iMuty.*" 

To this letter Mr. Harris appended some lover-like 
remarks on the lady s beauty, as she appeared on that 
eventful day, which, however, are not corroborated by 
other corres{x>ndents of my grandfather, who, whenever 
they allude to her looks, invariably confine their appro- 
bation t«) her " very fine hair." Her letters are ex- 
tremely lively, and in allusicm to the vichiity of the 
rooms which she and Hugh Elliot had at one time 
occupic<l under Sir Gillx^rt s roof, she usually addresses 
him as '' IVramus,*' signing hernclf ^* Thisbe.** On their 
way to SL Petenbui^, the Harrises spent a couple of 
days at Berlin, which they seem to liave found very 
pleasant ones, and soon after their arrival at their pcmt. 
Mm. Harris reports to Hugh the number of incpiiries 
she receives concerning him from his old military friends, 
Marshal Itouuuiasow among them. '' He i>rcsented me 
to his mother, a fine old lady of past eighty, who has 
seen I>mis XIV., Queen Anne, the KliHrtrcsa Sophia, 
Peter the (Jrcat, and the prct*ent King of Prussias 
grandfather, and Uilks of thcni all m« we should of 
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Eang George and Queen Charlotte. She was in Berlin 
just after the battle of Pultawa, — she is Dame da 
Portrait to the Empress^ and sits up every morning till 
two or three o'clock." 

Mr. Harris was supposed not to dislike display, and 
one of my grandfather's correspondents wril^s i this 
time : — '^ He is likely to figure still more magnificently 
at Petersburg than he did at Berlin ; the lady's taste 
for ^cMt being at least equal to his. He has bespoke a 
sumptuous service of silver plate. He proposed to omit 
the covers to the dishes as not being absolutely necessaiy, 
and as making the difference of £1000. ^ Pshaw !' said la 
petite ambassadrice^ ' what signifies a thousand pounds! 
have the covers : ' the covers were accordingly ordered" 

Shortly after the marriage^ the Dowager Lady Elliot 
went to a house in Knightsbridge^ '' quiet as Teviotside ;* 
and Sir Gilbert and Lady Elliot proceeded to Sootlaiidy 
whence all accounts agree in describing her unbounded 
popularity^ and her thorough enjoyment of Minto. 
From Mr. Liston we hear of her gaily dancing with 
the colliers at Lochgelly ; her impressions of Roxbuigfa- 
shire let her tell for herself: — 

Minto y Sept 13. — ^After a few remarks on her sister^s 
late marriage she goes on : — '^ I don% however^ beliere 
she is half as much delighted with papas and mammiHy 
and uncles and aunts^ as I am with the bums, the glens^ 
the rocks, and the Nutbank. I am even partial to 
Ruberslaw and the Dunion, charmed with Mount Teriot 
and the Yielding (Eildon) Hills^ overcome with the 
beauties of the smooth^ green Minto Hill, and in ecstasieB 
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with Denholm I>enc. But all these delights have been 
interrupted by Kelso races, which kept us all last week 
from home. The meeting was callctl thin ; excellent sport, 
and g(>o<l balls, where I flatter myself with having made 
new con<iuests in an uncommon way, some by talking, 
some by laughing, some by dancing, and some by strong 
beer ; how shocke<l will you be at this last, it is not at 
all sublime or delicate, but purely rustic and natural. I 
bad the pleasure of knowing the whole time that I was 
the object of staring and observation, and the dread of 
a drunken husband every evening; somehow or other, 
however, he escaped all inconvenient jollity, though 
many of the geniuses sat up all the three nights, dancing 
on tables and climbing up the walls. I can*t say how 
glail I was when it was all over. We spent a day with 
Lady Diana Scott ; their phice is quite delightful, the 
prettiest I have seen except our own, but I like my own 
the best 

" We have a l>all at Jedburgh in view, so no prospect 
of tran(|uillity as yet ... I declare, when I look 
back U) the last twelve months, it is so full of circum- 
■lances, and those of the most material ones in our lives, 
that it is quite a dream — that is, like one ; God forbid 
it should be really so, that would be a bad joke. You 
will have the Harrises soon at Berlin ; I must in that 
respect envy you and them."* A few allusions to Bob 
wearying over his studies, and to Alick broiling under a 
tropical sun ; t«> Flleanor s anxieties alniut Iter baby, and 
to Ijuiy Elliot s melancholy state of feeling, occupy the 
mnaimler of the letter, which terminates thus : — ** And 

K 
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when I look round I find no one without difitresses but 
myself." Had they been written at the time, she might 
have quoted the words of Longfellow — 

** And only the sorrow of others 
Throws its shadow over me." 

The chief event of the autumn, in the estdmation d 
the family, was the first public appearance of Sir Gilbeit 
Elliot in the House of Commons, of which Isabella thus 
writes (Nov. 28) : — ^You will, I am sure, rejoice to hear 
that my brother has made his first appearance in the 
House of Commons, with veiy great approbation. He 
seconded the address, and though he was vastly terrified 
when he went down to the House — ^poor soul 1 he was 
as cold as ice — notwithstanding so great a disadvantage 
everybody joined in giving him the highest degree of 
praise, and there was the greatest disposition poedUe 
in the House in his favour." 

On the 16th of December Sir Gilbert wrote to Iiis 
brother a description of the scene which ensued in the 
House on the receipt of the disastrous intelligenoe of 
General Burgoyne's surrender. " The House of Com- 
mons sat the very day on which the news from Canada 
was received. It was a singular moment Lord Geoige 
Germaine very shortly, but in a manly way enough, toU 
the story to the House ; Opposition began, by the moit 
extravagant expressions of deep sorrow, from whidi 
there was a pretty sudden transition to violent n«e^ 
mixed here and there with a spice of triumph ; and tlie 
patriotic grief which opened the debate had aom de- 
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penerated, an all other topics and feelings generally do 
n the Houfle, into invectives against ministers, threaten- 
ngs of impeachments, and motions for immediate in- 
luiries into their conduct The House, although deeply 
iSected by the loss of our army, and by the share of 
lishonour which must for a time fall on our arms, were 
perfectly steady, and betrayed no marks of weakness, 
rbey rcfrainc<I from coming to any resolution whatever 
iiat day, lM>th for want of evidence, and because we 
were not quite cool enough for deliberation. In general, 
lowever, although all acknowledged the event as a 
leavy calamity, yet the idea of considering the fate of the 
uUkm as depending on it, or that Great Britain should 
liaiid or fall by the success or failure of a single expe- 
lition, was rejected with proper spirit. Preparations are 
amrying on with more vigour than before. Both fleet 
ind army are to l>e augmental, and, I believe, the plan 
if the war changed. It is said the commanders too. 
rhe country has not altere<l its tone. Manchester, 
iiiroe<liately on the receipt of the bad news, offered to 
poTemment to raise and equip a thousand men. I 
uelieve some declaration will, at the same time, be made 
it our claims on America, that the ultimate question 
we are fighting for may l)e somewhat more definite, and 
the Americans may not have their uncertainty on this 
liead to plead in aid of their cause. For my own private 
part, I could have wished that this declaration, if it is 
to be maile, had come at any other time. Lord North 
ua, however, pretty much committed himself on this 
mnt in the House." Mr. Eden, writing from Downing 
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Street on the same day, by the same mail, 8ay% '' Tkr« 
story" (of Burgoyne's disaster) ** is mortifying and emba^ 
rassing enough ; but the nation is steady, the pariiameKi; 
temperate, the administration firm. We haye full can- 
viction, indeed, that the Americans are no cowards, but 
that is no reason with us against fighting them, and 
all the world, if necessaiy, in a just and honouiaUe 
cause." 

Such were the views of politicians. Mib. Eden 
probably described with tolerable accuracy the general 
impression produced on the more frivolous part of Lon- 
don society by the evil tidings from the colonies. " News 
is arrived from America," she wrote, " which Govern- 
ment people say is nothing, and the Opposition say is 
very bad." 

Similar differences of opinion have been seen in oar 
time between ins and outs, and go far to justify sensible 
women in '' defying and despising politics" — betaking 
themselves to preparations of pap ! 

The letters which were written to Hugh by his 
family during the winter of 1 777 and 1 778, oonfeas a 
melancholy fact, which might have been surmised from 
the rarity of his mother's letters among his correspond- 
ence of the preceding summer — namely, the existence ofi 
a partial estrangement between herself and her favourite 
son. Misunderstandings appear to have existed on both 
sides, and to have dated from the time of Hugh's la8= 
return to his father s roof — that time of re-union so joy^ 
fully anticipated, so sad in the reality, so painful in Urn 
retrospection. 
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If the renewal of pereonal iniercouree had not tended 
to stren^hen the sympathies of mother and son, subse- 
quent neglects of punctuality in corres{>ondence, which 
led to suspicions of reserve and of diminished confidence, 
had serveil to increase these mutual discontents, till at 
laiit Sir Gilbert openly alluded to them, and in his usual 
lender manner assured his brother that on the side of 
the family there was no diminution of the warm affec- 
lion all had ever borne to Hugh. 

He writes — " My idea is that you, in the course of 
last summer, conceived that your family and friends 
here hud in some respects neglected you, and ha^l [)er- 
haps |)emiitted your absence to cool their aifection and 
lore for you ; and that you have farther conceived that 
some circumstances in your public conduct may have 
ck*priviMl you of a share of your favour with those in 
(jkivcnmient, with whom you are more ]>articularly con- 
nectetl. You see I state a subject which, between any 
other two men might seem a delicate one, (luite plainly. 
The fact Is, that no subject between us can be delicate, 
because vou know mv heart and its sinceritv as well as 
I do myself, or as if it were in your own breast I have 
mentioned! this apprehension of mine merely to assure 
yoa that if you have in fact, as I supiM)se, mimitted such 
feaiH, ycm may and must immediately dismiss them. 
With resi>ect to myself, eternal absence, and even eternal 
ailence on Inith our parts, would make no difference in 
the truth and warmth of my admiration and affection 
for a character which I know thoroughly. I can make 
the same assurances for ever}' one with whom blood or 
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friendship has connected you ; with respect to the oth^ 
part of the apprehension which I haye imputed to jo^j 
I have made it my business to inquire, and can 
you with truth that your conduct has giyen entire 
faction, and has not only been approved but applauded 
Before I quit this subject, let me ask you if tiiere is uoi 
an awkwardness between my mother and you — jroii 
know the powers of her imagination; trifles lij^t 
air, etc." 

" Alas ! how light a canse may more 

Dissensions between hearts that loye, 
Hearts that the world in Tain had tried. 

And sorrow but more closely tied ; 
That stood the storm when wares were roo^ 

Yet in a sunny hour fell off. 
Like ships that have gone down at sea 

When heaven was all tranquillity ! 
A soTnething^ light as air — a look, 

A word unkind, or wrongly taken ; 
Oh, love that tempests never shook, 

A breath, a touch like this hath shaken.*' 

Sir Gilbert s appeal could not fail to meet an imnr 
diate response from so warm a heart as his brothe 
and accordingly Hugh must, on receiying it, haye writ 
to his mother in a strain which produced from her 
following reply : — " My dearest and well-beloyed sc 
Your letter has touched me with the most liyely f 
tions of joy, tenderness, and affection. These pitK 
affection from a bcloyed child are the rewar 
parents for all they haye suffered on their account 

The mists which had hung between them 
dispersed, and during the short remainder of l 
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they never formed again, — and it would have been 
needless to refer to what was so transient in dura- 
tkm, except to expkdn certain allusions in the eor- 
respondence. 

There is something sad and striking in the change 
uf relations which had produced this passing misunder- 
standing between a parent and child so full of reciprocal 
mSection ; — a few short years ago, and Hugh was to her 
** her dearest joy,** her " best comforter," her " darling 
child,*' who took away with him the brightest light of 
home ; the yean went on, the boy became a man, 
*' with whom," she writes, *' it would be but a parent's 
foolish dotage to interfere, for manhood is the best 
judge of its own conduct and aflBurs, and expostulations 
make unpleasant society.** 

Absence, in giving to each independent interests 
and pursuits, had worked its usual effect; for as my^ 
gnuid&ther himself wrote to one of his foreign cor- 
respondents^ about this time: — '' Le genre humain est 
une si maudite race que sans lliabitude de se voir, on 
peid lliabitude dc ho ch6rir, et Tintimitd la plus parfiuto 
passe k la politesse, aux phrases, et aux compliments ; 
de 14 il n'y a qu'uii pas k ToublL*' The renuuk is 
intended only to apply to ordinary friendships — often 
no more than habits of personal intercourse accidentally 
formed and carelessly broken ; but in a modified 
degree it holds true in the case of even the earliest and 
tenderest affections when no care is taken to counteract 
tlie baneful influence of time and separation* The 

> Count Monti^aL 
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adage, '' Let well alone/' is no safe guide in matten c 
this nature, — ^let them alone, and they soon beoom 
anything but weU. There are perhaps no more painfii 
surprises in life than those which attend the reonioii 
of long-parted friends, whose affections haye rested oa 
what once was, but is not, and who find out too late, 
that to suit each other always, they should haye giown 
with each other's growth, nor should have allowed the 
influences which moulded the one to leaye the other 
unchanged* 

To grapple with adyerse circumstance was not one 
of my grandfather's characteristics ; but, if his mother 
knew better than her son how to hold loye fast, perhaps 
it was harder to her to let go imrepiningly the feelingiB 
she had no power to retain. The parent's destinj 
seemed too hard for her ; not to be loyed less, but tc 
«6ee others loved more ; to resign such sympathies and 
confidences as belong to similar ages, and tastes, and 
pursuits ; and to rest satisfied with the conyiction thai 
in his sadder hours he would surely return to seek thai 
comfort in her love which belongs to him '^ whom hii 
mother comforteth." 

From the time of her husband's death. Lady Elliot^i 
health, which had never been strong, showed symptom 
of rapid deterioration ; perfectly conscious herself tha 
such was the case, her letters about this time ben 
evidence of a disposition to put her house in oide 
before setting forth on the journey whence there is n. 
return. Her counsels to her son read like fiurewelL 
Her remarks on the prospects of her other childre 
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are in the tone of one whose own future is not of this 
worid. 

Writing to Hugh, in January 1778, of the actual 
mtuation, and the probable future of her children, she 
thus expresses herself concerning her eldest son Gilbert : 
— ** Nothing can exceed the excellence of his heart and 
head ; all he wants is a further stimulus to exertion* • . • 
His appearance in Parliament has raised him high in 
ofHuion, or rather in expectation^ for it must be followed 
by subsequent ones, which I hope it will this session. 
• • • lie is in a dc^^ree independent, and I am sure 
very much unconnected, except with the King and Lord 
Suffolk. At the same time I ho])e that politics — that 
waning inconstant planet — will never be his principal 
object, having a so much greater, and as I think, nobler 
and more indei)endent one, in the certainty of law, if 
aoce he take root in tliat great field. I suppose you 
would differ from me in this opinion, and would prefer 
the other line ; but I speak and know from ex})erienoe 
the difference there is to a man of spirit between what 
depends on his own actual strength, and on the fluctu- 
ating conditions of faction, intrigue, or favour. • . . 
Therefore, I most devoutly wish the bar to be my son's 
ultimate object I lis domestic ha{>piness in his wife is 
at great as it is possible to desire. She is indeed a 
charming creature, and is to me the greatest possible 
comfort. Her love for her husband will make her con- 
form to every circumstance that is for his interest and 
honour. It is impossible for two people to suit more 
entirely. * 
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l8al)clla\s sitiuitioii, which at her iiiothtT'h <k'iilii 
would become one of painful loneliness, or of dependence 
on others, weighed heavily on her mother s mind ; and 
though Sir Gilbert and his wife uiged her in the most 
tender terms to entrust them with the charge of thdr 
sister. Lady Elliot strongly felt, that '^ to fix the point 
of their living together would be unwise, in spite of the 
reciprocal affection subsisting between the parties; for 
manners, tastes, and tempers, must all correspond to 
make living together agreeable ; and should it be ODoe 
determined on, and then given up, a quarrel is supposed 
to be the cause, whicli is an injuiy to the peace of botk 
Therefore, I think, a certain time should be spedfied, 
and it may be prolonged at pleasure." 

Lady Elliot's uneasiness on this score was subse- 
quently removed by a kind offer, on the part of the 
Queen, to provide for Miss Elliot, by attaching her, 
when the occasion should arise, to the household oo^ 
day to be formed for the Princess of Wales. 

Long, however, before it became needful to take 
steps for the arrangement of such a household, 
Isabella Elliot had been laid in her grave ; but the com 
fort which her mother found in the belief that an ii 
pendent and agreeable position was secured to 
favourite child, served to remove her chief cause 
distress from the last moments of her life. 

I^iblic affairs never lost their interest for 
Elliot ; though she wrote, ** I can give you little intelS.:B- 
gcncc about them. 

'' A French war is much believed ; I see no end o^ 
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that but one, the loss of credit, and oonaequent oon- 
iuflioiL • • • It is curious to see a thoughtless 
pampered people beginning to wake from their fallacious 
dream of security, which they belieyed scarcely Heayen 
itself could orerthrow.^ The first result is the spirited 
imisiiig of regiments for the service. I do not belieye, 
if the storm comes, the Premier will fietce it Lord 
Chatham is thought the most likely, but that can only 
eam*e from a hard nece$9iiy.'' — (JaiL 28.) 

On the 2d February Lady Elliot wrote again, under 
the impression that a union had been effected between 
Lord North and Lord Chatham, that the latter '' had 
offered his services at this crisis and had been accepted. 
His expression, I hear, to the king was, that he * would 
go to the other side of the Atlantic for llis Miyesty*s 
service.*^ I do not pretend to judge,'* she proceeds, 
** but it seems to me tliat Lord Chatham has made a 
fidse step in this afiair, and from impatience for power 
and office has ruined himself with his friends by coming 
among his enemies, unsupported but by one man in the 
cabinet, and if his iMilicy is unsuccessful he tcill be the 
eacrifice at UuiS' 

Rumours of Lord Chatham's recall to office were rife 

* Mr. Luton ha<l l»ren struck the year before hj " the mif{ frotd 
with which {MKiple tiUk of eutering un a war with the whole llotue of 
BoorUm. " 

' (*«mi|iare with thiji iipe<>i'h, attribntinl to Ix>nl Chatham bjtome of 
\j^y Elliot's courtly frirnda, that which Wali»ole, with prolmbly juat 
mm httl« truth, puts into hb mouth a few months later. **The king 
aafde nrw orerturrs to Ixml Chatham. He said h*" wonJd not meddle 
with the dirty people of the Court. If the king liked dirty company 
he might keep it.*'— 9ralpoU'$ lad JoumaU, roL^^Ui. 
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through London in the first weeks of 1778 ; the gloomj 
aspect of public affairs had given rise to a general desire 
that he should resume the reins of power ; and when it 
became known that an attempt at negotiation with 
Lord Chatham on the part of the Rockingham part; 
had failed, owing to the antagonism of their views od 
American policy, which made a common action impos- 
sible, the world immediately decided that Lord Chatham 
was preparing to support Grovemment against those who 
were for giving way to the Americans.^ 

Gossiping stories were also afloat concerning an 
alliance between Lord Bute and Lord Chatham, which 
had no better foundation than an interchange of oom- 
plimentary messages between the two veteran statesmen. 
To these reports Lady Elliot could hardly lend an ear, 
remembering ''the perpetual endeavours that were 
exerted to.preserve his ^ union with the king in the end 
of last reign and the beginning of this, and the jealoua; 
and coldness this produced from our first connectionSi" 

The policy of Lord North's ministiy had been so 
uniformly unsuccessful from the time of their advent to 
power, that the most sanguine of their supporters 
began to feel disheartened. Uncomfortable misgivinp 
clouded the cheerful confidence of Mr. Eden : — " The 
short and plain truth," said he, writing from Downing 
Street, January 9, '' is, that the poor old island is in a 
devilish crisis, and the embarrassments in which she is 

^ Vol. iv. of CJuitham Corrcsj)ond€ncc. Letter from Lord Boddng* 
ham, Lord Malion's Hist, of Emj. vol. vi. p. 212. 
^ Lord Chatham's. 
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uiToIvcd become every hour more numerous and more 
complicated ; nevertheleflB, there iH a zeal, loyalty, 
composure, and firmness in the general class of the 
people that exceeds anything ever known in history. 
Our naval force, too, is immense, and our money 
reeoarccs by no means deficient We want soldiers, 
and what is equally material, we want generals. It has 
no happened, whether by necessity or misconduct I 
know not, that the navy has for the whole summer been 
aacrificod to the army, and the army has as yet done 
nothing towards the main business. Burgoyne's cata- 
strophe we criticise, of course, because we are disap- 
pointed. I fear, however, there is too much cause for 
criticism ; and it is not the least part of my censure, 
now the miK*hief is done, that he indirectly throws the 
blame on his orden, which onleni were settled person- 
ally with him, and in part actually dictated by him ; 
those onlers, too, at the same time that they tell him to 
make the junction his main object, left him a discretion 
according to circumstances; and if they hml not, 1 
ondentand it must have been im[>lied in every military 
construction of orders to be executed at that distance. 
Besides, he capitulated in the act of retreating, after 
aajing that his orders left him no power to retreat 

** WTiether the ex[)edition was ill conceived, or ill 
executed, or not, the event is very unfortunate to this 
country, and has given a considerable degree of firmness 
and consistency to the rebellion. We have, however, 
no alternative, we must go on ; the rebels, in their 
present disposition, would not return even to a sub- 
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mission of the slightest kind. France and Spain ip^tli^ 
openly encourage them. Prussia does the same 8ecretlf> 
The measures which such conduct induces keep us eiet^ 
moment on the edge of war^ but we are stout" 

On the 10th February Su- Gilbert wrote— "Of tte 
public I have little to say ; the prospect of recoTeiinp 
America by war is certainly at an end. The people are^ 
I doubt; pretty unanimous ; the countiy would ddend 
itself almost without troops, and they have lai^ge and 
well-disciplined armies to oppose to ours. All that cam 
be said in our present situation is, that if new exertions 
have but a chance of recovering any part of our authority 
in America, and of redeeming the honour of our countiy ^ 
it is our duty to make them.*' 

A subsequent letter by the same writer gives ^ 
sketch of the conciliatory measures proposed by Lord 
North, the debates on which arc fully ^ven in WalpokTm 
Last Journals; and early in March it was known thai 
Lord Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Mr. Jackson, were to be 
the commissioners appointed under one of the new ads 
to treat with the Americans for peace. 

On the 13th of March M. de Noailles delivered to 
Lord Weymouth a declaration from the King of Fmno^ 
acquainting his Britannic Majesty of the conclusion of •• 
treaty of commerce and amity with the indqi^idflBi 
states of America. On the 31st Sir Gilbert wrote to Ui 
brother — ^' We consider war as certain, and it is noi 
easy to one unacquainted with the etiquette of pobGc 
transactions to know why the declaration of war 10 
delayed. France and England are making the firrt 
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hostile salute, which fencers do before an assault, who 
present their foils, take measure, stamp with their feet 
and take off their hats to each other and to all the spec- 
tators. Thej have sent us messages, to which we have 
giren angry answers. Both our ambassadors are at 
home; we have detained each other's ships, and are 
making mutual preparations for war. The militia is 
called out, and there is a spirit among the gentlemen to 
lake part in it I rather think we wish for an invasion. 
The militia is only between 25,000 and 30,000 men«** 

Throughout the island went the call to arms. The 
Duke of Buccleuch ofTeretl to raise 2000 men in the 
aoath of Scotland for the defence of Scotland; '' 1000 
were accepted, others are preparing to do the same ; and 
the king will be able to withdraw the regular troops 
from the north, and we undertake to take care of our- 
aelres. This is so much at my own door, and I so 
CBtirely love and approve the motive of the plan, which 
is purely public spirit, that I shall have a hard battle 
with myself if I resist it As to me, the state of the 
qaeHtion is this, it would at once knock up my law."^ 

** The bustle is beyond all description,** wrote Isa- 
bella (17th March). '' Even* creature, from high to 
low, is full of nothing but the war, and the thought of 
beating the French is very popular and pleasant to the 
people in general, who hate them heartily ; but I cannot 
help feeling the horrors of bloodshed which now only an 
mm of the sea parts from us. The House of Commons 
will sit this, and almost every night this week, till three 

* Sir QUbert to Hugh. 
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or four in the morning. It was reported to-day that tb^ 
war would be declared at Charing Cross to-morrow; bim^ 
this is certainly not so. London appears fuller than ait^ 
town I ever saw, and the buzz in the streets, and tb^ 
faces of the people, are beyond description. The wbxH^ 
world are in red coats ; most of the militia hxk 
* bourgeois f but are fond of showing themseWes off I 
Fop's Alley." 

A month later (April 20th) Isabella describeid 
London as empty, " and many people not intending t^^^ 
return through summer, as the mUitia were to be ei»- 
camped in various places. Lady Derby, Lady CracK— 
bourne, and many other ladies, intended to follow Hm^ 
camp, but this the king has absolutely forbade, as i^ 
would have been such a scene of amusement ; so th&u* 
camp equipages, uniforms, etc, are of no use. There i0 
no chit-chat at present; people are yery sober and 
settled, except what is called the fine set, who are too 
much above humanity to interrupt their pleasures for 
any earthly or heavenly reason, and they make the coin 
vcrsation of the rest of the world, which is not worth 
repeating by letter." Isabella is, as usual, the chief 
chronicler of the gossip of the town — Mrs. Eden occs* 
sionally assisting with a droll account of somebody^iB 
love afiairs, prosperous or otherwise ; but ever persisfcent 
in her contempt for politics. " I hear," she wrote, *' yott 
are in dolcfiil spirits about the nation — so is eveiybody* 
We shall be ruined and undone ; but, as it cannot ^ 
helped, 1 shall not make myself unhappy about it — 
though I sincerely wish the war were over, that so noa**J 
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pe<^le might not be killed, and that my dear sweet 
husband might not have so much business, as it makes 
him very thin/' 

In Isabellas letters of last year (1777) we read that 
Lord Lindsay was on the point of setting out for America. 
Early in the present year (1778) she mentions him as 
letumed from the seat of war on leave of absence, during 
winter, '' wild and agreeable, and handsome as ever ; 
decidedly improved, but making the rhino fly in a sad 
way.** He returned to America in April, with Colonel 
Stewart, Lord Bute's son, marrie<l to ** the fortune," 
MiM Bertie, only a few days before his departure. Other 
newly-married cx)uples were under the same sad necessity 
of an imme<liate parting. The Duke of Hamilton had 
undertaken to raise a regiment, and was to go to America 
at captain in it, '' which perhaps will be more to your 
taale than his. He is going to be married to Miss Bur^ 
lell, who is a pretty little girl, very shy, and quite un- 
known to most of the worhl, as she is very young, an<l 
the fine bulies are all a little displeased ; but U coup est 
porU, he is to go six weeks aRer his marriage'— a step 
which Mrs. Eden remains on as '' nw9i wonderful.'' ^ 

Another marriage on the iapi$ occupied some space 



I MiM Burrrll mu a (Uughtrr of Petir Rurrfll, E*)., callMi Lucky 
BmmU. Hrr iiist4*r injuTi«Ml I/onl Pifrry, her brother Lidj PrMcilU 
IWrtie, fUughter of the Ihike of Ancaster, who, At her hiuibukd't reqaeit, 
cbttaged hrr nain«> from PruicilU to Elizabeth. XjkAy PritrtlU, at her 
bcother'* <leath, inherited ^^reat part of the Anraat<*r proprrtj, and the 
herwlitary offiri* of High Steward. ** I wijih/* naid Mr. Kden on that 
nrraainn. ** that Lucky Rurrell comroandtKl the Channel fleet in the 
of Sir C. Hardr • 

h 
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in the letters of both sisters — one projected betwe^ 
Lord Shelbume and Hugh's former love Miss Moles- 
worth ; '' lie is at least eight-and-forty ; she not aboie 
twenty^ handsome and rich." But the sequel of the stoij 
contained the remarkable feature in it, and it is thm 
related by Isabella : — '* Your divine Miss Molesworth has 
surprised the world by breaking oiF from Lord Shelbuinei 
She dined at his house, and sat at the head of the taUe, 
and was seen to cry all dinner-time. Her aunt, who 
she came home, asked her what was the matter. She 
made no answer, but ran up stairs to her own room, and 
sent Lady Lucan a letter to tell her she found she had 
an antipathy to Lord Shelbume, and b^ged she wooM 
break off the detested match; which was aocordii^ 
done, by showing his Lordship the letter. He wu 
angry, as you will believe, to lose £40,000 and so preU; 
a wife, but put a good face upon it, and said it wu 
proper the ladies should settle those matters. So tbe 
coast is clear again for your Excellency.*' 

The appointment of Mr. Eden as one of the oom- 
missioners to America, and the preparations for Us 
departure, and for that of his wife, are the chief subject 
of the letters written in April. " Eleanor, poor soul !" 
had been bemoaning her hard lot, '^ in having to aft 
patiently all the winter listening to the fiddles;** but 
the condition of her health seems never to have oocoired 
to her as a reason for not accompanying her husband on 
a long sea voyage in time of war. She writes herself 
^' As to my staying behind him, it was an idea that could 
never have entered my head for a moment, and I flatter 
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mynelf was never an instant in his. Had he proposed 
such a thing ever so gently I could never have forgiven 
him ; and it is mj pride, comfort, and boast, that he 
woald have found it as hard a matter to leave me behind, 
as I should have found it an impossible one to let him 
go without me. As to any dangers or hardsliips I may 
meet with whilst with him, I think I shall have but little 
fear ; few accidents can happen to one which will not be 
cxmimon to both ; and whilst that is the case I am con- 
tent. So good bye, and Qod bless you, dearest and 
BKMit beloved Hugh." 

But another parting was inevitable — that with her 
baby ; and it was with a sharp heart-twinge that Mrs. 
Eden confided it to the caro of her mother and sister. 
The Edens set out early in ApriL 

** Eden concealed from us the day they were to go, 
and she did not even know it herself. She was playing 
with her little girl on Monday morning, when Mr. Eden 
desired her to come down to take leave of Lady Suffolk. 
She went out and the chaise was waiting in Bridge 
Street : when she saw it she guessed how it was, and 
fell a-crying, but got in, and was drove offl It was a 
fi^rent shock, but on the whole the best way. I brought 
home the little girl, and she amuses my beloved mother 
nnd me with her little pretty innocent looks." ^ 

Isabella tells Hugh that it was thought very ridicu- 
IcMis of Mr. Storer to join the party, " merely out of 
affection for Lord Carlisle, and crowding the ship sadly.** 
And before thev left St Helen s, '' Storer and Eleanor 

' ImIwIU to Hugh, April. 




148 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [17: 

had a quarrel. He has carried a pianoforte with hii 
to charm the Americans, and found out that Eleanor 
cabin would be the best place for it ; but as she is m 
fond of music, she begged to be excused ; and tiiey wei 
both vciy warm upon it, so (Jovemor Johnston begge 
they would take the piano and leave the.^^rfe."^ 

These small difficulties at starting must soon bai 
given way, for Mr. Eden, writing off St Helen's, Api 
16, says — '^ The Captain^ has exerted himself in conii 
vances for our comfort Eleanor has a regular dressiii^ 
room and toilet. We have sailed ten miles in a del^itf 
morning, through a fleet consisting of 3d ships of the Kd 
completely ready for sea, exercising guns, etc, the gron 
much improved by frigates and Indiamen." 

On the eve of his departure from England, Mf 
Eden wrote to his brother-in-law Hugh a long and kiDC 
letter, from which the following passage is an extnct 
— " And now allow me the liberty of a sort of death-bee 
to give you a little advice. You have the affectikNiati 
friendship of our Principal, and the favourable opinioi 
of his Principal ; but they have each a notion that yov 
have a predominancy of the Hotspur vivacity in yon 

* Lord Carlisle is described by Walpole as a young man of fcihia 
and pleasure. Mr. Storer was a well-known maccaroni, and an tff^ 
able man. 

Governor Johnston had replaced Jajckmm^ who had been origiBil 
appointed to the commission. Sir O. EUiot says of Jackson, that "^ 
universal and detailed knowledge was never of use to him, and left 1 
opinions as undecided and more confused than those of the m^ 
ignorant. " 

* Captain John Elliot, son of the Lord Justice-Clerk, and brotb 
of the late Sir Gilbert. 
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character. This would do well in many stations, but in 
joure it gives alarm. Be of good heart, and take heed, 
my dear Hugh, and you cannot fisdl of acting an eminent, 
honourable, and important part on the great stage of 
the world." 

The summer of 1 778 found the Edens saUing on the 
high seas ; the Dowager Lady Elliot nursing her foiling 
health in strict retirement, cheered by the society of her 
children and grandchild ; Sir Gilbert preparing to put 
aiiide his wig, and to stick a cockade in his hat ; Isabella 
linng *' with a few friends," of whom she says — " The 
Duchess of Ancaster, liady Griinston, Lady Priscilla, 
and Mrs. Lockhart make the chief jmrt Lady Priscilla 
sang last night like an angel ; and Lady Stormont like 
a human being I** and the rest of the world allait tou- 
jours son train. '' Lord North and Lord 0. Germayne 
hare a great deal of abuse to bear this session." '' There 
are more bankruptcies in the fine set than ever ; execu- 
tkms in private houses, and maccaronis flying abroad.'* 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

1777 to 1778. 
BERLIN. 

It is probable that the sense of a change in his relatioDB 
with his family was one of the causes for the deep 
depression which hung over my grandficrilier's spirit 
during the winter of 77 and 78 ; but the sole cause it 
was not, for money difficulties constantly harassed him, 
and were all the more sensibly felt as his attachment 
for the fair Mademoiselle de Krauth took a deeper and 
more serious character. Writing to Mr. Pitt,^ who 
had lately visited Berlin on a tour to the nortfaen 
Courts, he says — " I believe you doubt of the realitf 
of my reasons of uneasiness, and attribute to nerra 
and temper a state of mind occasioned by anxiety and 
distress respecting objects over which I have no com- 
mand, and that ought not to affect me more than the 
rest of mankind. Whatever be the cause, I know the 
effect, and rather than submit to it would bunt this 
embryo of existence, and, in the words of the poet> 
spring to light, or sink to darkness, as I think either 
better than the long tedious glimmering of the feeble 

* November 1777. 
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lamp of life, which throws such false shades over every 
image within the verge of human comprehension. But 
I acknowledge Hamlet's dread of the dream that may 
follow ; and although six feet underground may be an 
^^lum for all the passions, inquietudes, misfortunes, 
3*id pain which have seized upon the surface, yet what 
^ther base, cursed fiends may await us in that fathom- 
*^8s abyss, to which the grave is the only entrance, who 
has ever emerged to tell ? My coward soul recoils at 
*he brink, nor dares to plimge. Do not think I am 
^riously weighing to he or not to he. You know a 
^^ifficient reason why I can never determine for the latter ; 
"Ut if that reason did not exist, I verily believe I should 
fet go my hold, and drop without further struggle to 
^at common centre which attracts all our species. I 
^^^an this letter with an intent to make excuses for the 
^^utinual gauntlet your spirits, gaiety, and gallantly run 
^^hrough my battalion of spleen, disappointment, and 
^tire. I believe, however, they are too tough to have 
t^^en sensible of the efforts of my feeble and dispirited 
garrison." 

Such was the mobility of my grandfather's tempera- 
ment, that barely a month before he wrote this gloomy 
letter he had described himself to some of his cor- 
'^^spondents as thoroughly enjoying an agreeable and 
brilliant position ; and to Mr. Brydone he had written 
^^^ of all places he had ever seen he liked Berlin * 
"®^ — " a great victorious monarch with a numerous 
*^^y ! I would not change for Etna with all its 
^^ptions." 
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Rapid Tariations of mood have been ever accepted as 
a lover's normal state, but^ in the present instance, thej 
may, perhaps, be no less naturally accounted for by the 
disordered condition of Mr. Elliot's health, which aboat 
this period began to show symptoms of long-standing 
and serious derangement 

The year 1778 was spent by him entirely at Berlin; 
and, to judge from the letters he wrote and received, its 
course was one of checkered light and shade. 

He continued at times to exult over the agr^mem 
of his life ; at others, to lament the manifold expenses 
into which these led him. We find him at one moment 
writing admirable philosophy to his friends on the 
employment of time, and the adoption of the highest 
motives for action ; and at another, laying himself open 
to their retorts by his own inconsistencies and waywud- 
ness. Heaven is just — ^it gives to some the power of 
reasoning, and to others that of acting conformably to 
reason. My grandfather, at this period of his life, shone 
pre-eminently in the former class. 

The spring found him attending on the death-bed 
of his old friend. Lord Marischal, as he was common^ 
called. This remarkable man, who to the end of his 
days retained the titular dignity to which, as bead of 
his family, he had an hereditary right, was the eldest 
sou of Lord Keith, hereditary Eari Marischal of Scot- 
land. Bom in 1685, he lived to within seven yean of a 
century ; having in his youth sensed under Marlborou|^ 
he died in the reign of George the Third. A devoted 
adherent of the Stuarts, he left his native land on the 
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accessioii of Gteorge the First ; passed with some other 
Jacobite oflBcers into the service of Spain ; and only left 
those more genial skies to settle at Berlin, when his 
yoimger brother, Marshal Keith,^ entered the service of 
Frederick the Great. From that time he was fre- 
quently employed by the King of Prussia on missions of 

• 

^Aportance, but finally returned to spend his last years 

• 

ui his adopted countiy, where he lived and died in a 
Cottage built for him by Frederick the Great, close to 
*«e palace of Sans SoucL Gay, courteous, and agree- 
*We, as well as worthy of all respect for more essential 
sifts, Lord Marischal appears to have been generally 
*oved and lamented. The king, with whose philo- 
sophical tastes he had much sympathy, lived with 
"iju on terms of the most familiar intimacy ; and the 
S^Heral estimation in which Lord Marischal was held 

• 

^ thus described by my grandfather in a letter to his 
^*t>ther : — 

'' Experience gained in the school of adversity, great 
Penetration, sound judgment, retentive memoiy, made 
Wm equally instructive and entertaining. He will long 
^ cited in this countiy as a model of wisdom, bene- 
volence, and virtue. I sincerely loved and honoured him. 
1 have just learnt that an accident destroyed lately a 
^^Bsiderable part of his correspondence, which would have 
thrown great light upon the principal characters of those 
^es, when, to use his own expression, ' we were fighting 
w a king and not for an empire.'"*^ 

A few days before his death, Lord Marischal suni- 

' Marshal Keith was kiUed in 1768. « Hugh EUiot to Sir GUbert 
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moned my grandfather to his bedside. ''Tou may, 
perhaps/' he said, *' have some commission to give me 
for Lord Chatham.^ I shall see him in a day or two !" 
While in attendance on his dying friend Mr. Elliot 
wrote the following note, probably (for it has no addres) 
to Mr. Hervey : — 

^* Wednesday, May, — Lord Marischal's existence is 
astonishing; were it not for a feyerish pulse and a 
labouring respiration, his body would be, in all leepectB, 
a corpse. There is only enough life left in his animal 
frame to allow him at intervals the fiGiculty of showing 
that the mental powers have survived the corporeal 
When he musters up strength to express a few words, 
he discovers more clearness of judgment and memoiy 
than I thought it possible nature would permit bo 
exhausted a frame to possess. If it were worth idiik 
to form any wish concerning so indifferent a drcnmstanoe 
as the manner in which one would chuse to take leave 
of a scene that flies from us, ' Que je meurs comme oe 
juste,' would be muie. As you are not fond of contem- 
plating death, I do not advise you to come here ; as I, 
on the contrary, wish to have as much intercoarse as 
possible with a gentleman, who will one day fbne 
himself on my acquaintance, I shall remain here to 
contemplate him in his most engaging form; it will 
make me less loth to obey his summons when oalbd 
upon. Adieu. Spring has spread its fairest tint on 
the beauties of Potsdam; Lord Marischal alone ex- 
cepted, all nature revives.'' 

* He had died a, fortnight before. 
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The position of England at this time was one which 
coiild not Sedl to give uneasiness to all lovers of their 
coimtiy. At open war with her colonies, on the verge 
of war with France, without such commanders for her 
fleet and armies as could alone make her military 
operations effective, and distracted in her counsels by 
^terminable struggles for power between half-a-dozen 
political leaders, her history during the first twenty 
years of the reign of George the Third is one little 
calculated to thrill the reader's breast with patriotic 
pride. 

Hugh Elliot, young, spirited, and full of military 
'^our, had many a mortification to devour in silence, 
^bile acting as England's representative at a court of 
'^hose sentiments he thus writes to Lord Suffolk : — ^ 

''As to this Court, it is composed of individuals 

tt^oronghly ill inclined to Great Britain; but too sensible 

of tbeir own situation not to know that the day is perhaps 

i^oti hr distant when the existence of their power may 

^^^pend upon its assistance. It is much to be regretted 

^^^ there are no means of curbing the licentiousness 

^f our public prints — I believe I should say of our 

Pullic speakers. The Duke of Richmond's speeches, 

^^'^odated into eveiy foreign gazette, are fatal to nego- 

^■^on. I beg your lordship's excuse for mentioning a 

^^'^nmstance which may appear trivial in England, but 

^hieh is certainly of bad consequence abroad." 

to a more &miliar correspondent he wrote that, 
-'^ough the wild rumours of England and its news- 

^ 5th June. 
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papers are treated at home with the contempt they 
deserve^ abroad our politicians are too greedy not to 
swallow eveiything. I wish it were possible to publish 
eveiy week an authentic negative gazette, for instance :— 

'^ Gibraltar is not taken. 

^'The French are not landed on the coast d 
Sussex. 

" Ministry have not resigned. 

" The fleet is not rotten. 

^' The Duke of Richmond's and Fitzpatrick's speecheB 
are not gospel. 

" For my own part I am silent, land keep my breath 
till I can join in the chorus with the British lion. One 
roar will drown all this impertinent clamour, and frighten 
Europe into its senses." 

To another friend he exclaims in despair — ^''For 
God's sake tell me what you think of Old Englaad; 
from this distance she seems old indeed, aans eyes 
sans teeth, sans everything." 

About this time Isabella was writing to her brother 
that " there was a very comical scene at the opera last 
night Lord North came into the house for the fint 
time this winter, and was very soon sent for; upoa 
which the whole people here were led to believe that 
the French had landed on the Sussex coast, and that 
there wa^ a rebellion there. The story gained credit^ 
and before the end of the opera, you never saw such aa 
excitement. However, the gentlemen in their militia 
uniforms seemed very bmve, and ready to kill Frendi- 
men by dozens; and the whole foundation for the 
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report wan florae smugglere that had refiuied to enlist 
in the railitia.** 

To Mr. Eklcn, the news of whoBc noraination to be 
one of the commisfdoners to treat for peace with America 
had reached him some time before, my grandfather gave 
his views of the probable results of the negotiation in 
the following words : — 

** The loTc of glory, that last infirmity of noble minds, 
must be set aside by our philosophic country till some 
clear, daring half-madman once more directs our thunder, 
or tramples on prudence, and on what people, who think 
themselves wise, call reason. This is too mad a world 
to act sensibly in. The same line of conduct that brings 
either an individual or a state into a scrape, often pushes 
Ibem through it Had we never engage<l in a war with 
America, it might have l)ecn better for us. As it is, 1 
femr we have stoppe<l short at the very moment we ought 
lo have risked everything. My conjectures are, that 
their terms will be haughty and overbearing. In time 
the natural interests of Great Britain and her colonies 
will trim the balance, which at present hangs so uneven. 
Bat ha«l it been possible to have added the weight of 
10,000 men to your commission, I should have had 
better hopes of your obtaining a peace acceptable to a 
nation unaccustome<l to temporise, and whose spirit is 
more able to straggle with all the difficulties of debt and 

, than U} brook disgrace and dishonour.** 

However great may have been his secret misgivings 
to the ultimate results of the war between Great 
Britain and her colonies, Mr. Elliot invariably main- 
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tained an appearance of the most serene compoenre 
when the subject came under discussion in the sodetj 
of Berlin. 

Thi^bault says, '^ Souvent dans la soci^ on pailait 
de cette guerre k M. Elliot, et ceux qui cherchaient k 
lui plaire en paraissaient quelquefois effrayds, surtoiit 
aprfes que les Fran^ais se furent d^lar^s pour ks 
Amdricains. Jamais il ne r6pondait qu'en montrant one 
par&ite s6curit6. 

" ' Tout ce qui pent nous arriver de pire/ disait-fl k 
la fin, ' c'est qu'au lieu d'etre le premier peuple du monde, 
nous serous le second.' "^ 

In this state of suppressed irritation^ my grandfiitlier 
no doubt hailed the departure of the court and garrison 
from Berlin as a welcome relief from the presence of 
those whose ill-concealed triumph over England's humi- 
liation was a daily trial of his patience. 

It is impossible to over-estimate the self-control 
required from a man* who, in a moment of national 
humiliation, is living abroad among governments or 
nations hostile to his country. Though in secret he 
may acknowledge her blunders, and lament her policy, 
to him she is still ^'an ill-favoured thing, but mini 
Ofcn;'' and when her bitterest enemies can triumphantly 
appeal in support of their assertions to the words of 
Englishmen at home, it is not unnatural that he ahoold 
find himself in a position of antagonism to all who, from 
whatever motives, are unveiling her errors, and proclaim- 
ing her weakness. Party tactics, however indispensable 

• Thiebault, torn. xi. p. 809. 
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lo the working of parliamentary QoTemmentSy are ill 
nndemtood on the Continent. Foreigners attach more 
importance to the Htatements made in the course of a 
debate than to the aiguments deduced from them, or 
the ends to which these are directed ; and when an elo- 
quent Opposition has clearlj demonstrated that Eng^d 
has neither admirals nor generals, fleets nor armies, that 
her counsels are distracted, her people disheartened, and 
that a state of universal rottenness exists, foreigners are 
alow to peroeiTe that a mere change of Miawfyaini, as 
the Germans say, will often suflBce to make the most 
despondent of our {mlitical seers burst forth into a song 
of thanksgiring : — " How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob : 
and thy tabernacles, O Israel I** 

We hare so many grounds for gratitude to our 
national institutions, that we can afford to put up with 
Home inconveniences which arise from them ; but it is a 
bore that they forbid us to act on Napoleon's advice, to 
" lavcr notre linge sale en famille.'' Europe assists at 
oar periodical lustrations (which generally usher in our 
greatest undertakings), and when the heat of the struggle 
m over, and the clouds of steam have evaporated, we 
are sur|irisod to find her quoting us against ourselves, 
and pn>ving to demonstration that we have '' written 
onmelvca down asses.*' In the innocence of our hearts 
we exclaim, '' Qui te Ta ditf No such surprise, how- 
ever, awaits him who has watched the progress of events 
from a foreign land. 

The war known as that of the Bavarian succession 
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broke out in July 1778; and on the 14th of the month 
Frederick put himself at the head of his army and 
entered Bohemia. 

All the princes of the blood were also in the field. 
Rheinsberg was left to solitude and silence ; and, in the 
absence of royalties and warriors, the diplomatists found 
themselves in imusually advantageous circumstances to 
faire VagrAible. 

How far Mr. Elliot profited by these may be gueesed 
by the more irequent mention in his correspondence of 
the fair Mademoiselle de Krauth. 

Letters from travellers returned home inquire ten- 
derly for " la belle des belles," or more irreverently refer 
to Hugh's taste for " cabbage." 

" Beware of Miss Cabbage," writes one, " for she is 
artfiil, and knows veiy well you love her." " If you fijed 
on sprouts," says Sir J. Harris, from the distance of 
St Petersburg, '^ you will find them hard of digestion." 
Alarming rumours reach the family in England, and pro- 
duce good advice from Sir Gilbert, who warns his broiher 
against asking a spoilt young beauty to share with hin 
an income which had never sufficed for him alone I It 
seems to have been a peculiarity of my grandfeitliei'i^ 
that whenever he found he had not enough to live on, 
he invariably proposed retiring upon nothing ; and aoooidr 
ingly his letters at this time abound in plans for giviiC 
up a luxurious world, and betaking himself to goatskin^ 
locusts, and wild honey. 

The letters to which I have been referring are, with 
many more on the same subject, filed and docketed \t! 
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Mr. Elliot himflclf. They are by no means the sweepings 
of desks, or the overlooked contents of portfolios, but, 
strange as it may seem, have been carefully arranged, 
and are bound in cal&kin in their chronological order, 
with the date of the year, in gilt letters, on the back of 
each volume. 

Stranger still, we find bound in similar manner 
the subsequent congratulations of the same writers on 
his marriage ; and, strangest of all I there are among 
these volumes copies of his own letters containing his 
first impressions of Mademoiselle de Krauth, when re- 
p^mrding her merely as a beautiful girl, iri7A the manners 
of Berlin — which, from his pen, was not a complimentary 
riescription. 

It is impossible to guess the motives which led to 
tlie preflcrvation of such lettem as these. Perhaps some 
of them may have appeare<l to their receiver as counsels 
of perfection worthy to be kept, though too hard to be 
rollowecL IV*rhaps the shrewd and caustic remarks on 
'* Miss Cabbage,'* ccmtrasted subsequently with the 
respectful homage of the same writers to the charms 
Rnd merit of Madame Elliot, may have served to eluci- 
date some philosophical theory on the worthlessness of 
hainan testimonv. 

PcMwibly these letters may have been preserved to be 
neaii in penance for the slighting of so much sense, or as 
proofs that first impressions are best At all events they 
kare been presenetl, and those of my friends who are 
icared by a simple suggestion that even in this worid all 
iccrets may become known, should take comfort from the 
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reflection thatrery fewpeople are at bo much trouble asiraB 
my grandfather to ensure that none of his should be hid. 

That the subject of marriage, though in his mind, 
was not at this moment contemplated from what ire 
shoidd now call an " earnest'' point of view, may be 
gathered from a congratulatory note to his firiend, Mar- 
quis de Bombelles, who had lately married. 

" Tout le monde se marie — -je commence k 6tre hoB- 
teux de mon c^libat. Dans le si6cle oil nous sommeB 3 
faut ou d^truire ou procr6er. II y a des risques it coiuir 
dans les deux mdtiers, nos ennemis gagnent par nos 
pertcs dans le premier, nos amis gagnent quand nous 
sommes malheureux dans le second." 

About this time ^ he wrote to Countess Tliun in the 
following lively strain — " Je n'ose pas me vanter d'toe 
parfaitoment hcureux; peut-@tre y at-il de ma fiante; 
mais malheureusemcnt cela ne console pas. Je suis moitf 
philosophe que je ne Tai ^t6, au moment qu'il me oon- 
viendrait fort de TStre. Je crois que c'est aases le sort 
de tons les philosophes. On surmonte toutes lea pas- 
sions, toutcs les difiicult6s, quand on n'en a pas; od 
succombc tout comme si on n'^tait pas philoaophe quaad 
on en a. 

'' Berlin me plait iufiniment ; on a du loiair, de la 
liberty, et pen de bruit. La soci^t6 y est m6I^ comme 
partout ailleurs, il y a du bon et du mauvais, en ^fsokA 
la bonhommie y r5gne plus que la vivacity et Fespiit 
Les femmes sont sans talens, sans beauts, et aaiu 
graces. Elles n'en jouent pas moins oonatamment an 

1 Julv 16th. 
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hist, mu manillc, ct aavent rester quatre heuree k aouper, 
n bemu milieu de Yiii^ sans a'apercevoir ri leur Toimn 
langc ou dorty cela d<^pend dc luL On n'est pas du 
Mit oblig6 d'dtre aimablc, et ricn n'c8t plua commode 
our un Anglais ; dc terns en tems un offieier fran^aia 
oQa arriTey la janibe en Fair, chantant, Toltigcant, oon- 
int toutoft Ics plaifMinteries de Tannic paante k Paris, 
roos en somnies enchant68, nous chantons, nous vol- 
igeons, et nous contons k notrc tour, un peu moins 
Sgi^rement il est vrai, mais on est assez bon pour nous 
roorer chamiants ee jour \k et |)our en eiter Tagrdment 
t reste de Tannde. I)*ailleurs nous avons des personnes 
*iine socidtd bien douce, et nous avons des beautds qui 
; seraient en tout pavH." 

Writing more confidentially to an English friend, he 
STii : — '* I wish I could tell you that any fovourable crisis 
mi taken place in my affairs ; they are deep gone in a 
oBsumption, and can only be saved by a hearty in- 
iBiim of metah^ which are not to be met with. Qrcatly 
illing with a falling state is the derUe ; it is, however, 
poor comfort I am in CobenUsels house, |)erfectly 
reli plcaiHMl with it I am on a very goo<l footing with 
be world in general ; and, though not a little criticised, 
m, I believe, as well as nee<l be. On the whole, I am 
lore an<l more attache<l to Berlin, and shall be very 
omr when circumstances oblige me to leave it The 
Sim is very empty and very pleasant**^ The letter closes 
rith bis speculations cm the probable conduct and poa* 
ibie consequences of the war between Prussia and 
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Austria^ of 110 interest at the present date ; from the 
scene of war he heard but little^ since no officers yentured 
to correspond on military matters with foreign ministen. 
That he himself set no store by the partial and scantr 
information he recciyed, is plain by the following extract 
from a letter to a friend in the camp of Prince Henir:^ 
— " Votre campagne fiiit aujourd'hui le sujet de toutes 
les conversations. On en parle k tort et h trayers. Sam 
trop savoir ce qu'on dit^ j'ai jiistement assez de coimaift- 
sances militaires pour croire que ceux qui ne sayent pas 
tout, nc savent ri^n ; et nous autres Berlinois et Beriin- 
oises qui nous ayisons de tracer vos marches et de didder 
de Yos operations militaires^ m^ritons parfititement le m^ 
pris avec lequcl vous traitez nos savantes discussions." 

The distinction gained by the Prince of Pmssia in 
this campaign was particularly grateful to Mr. Elliot, 
who always experienced cordial kindness at his hands. 
He says — "The Prince seems to have greatly distin- 
guished himself, and to have merited and obtained a 
perfect reconciliation with the king — a great event for 
this coimtry, whose existence depends upon the abilities 
and harmony of its princes.** 

No amount of pre-occupation concerning thinp 
nearer at hand diverted my grand&ther*s attention from 
the fluctuating fortunes of England ; and his letters to 
his old friend, Mr. Pitt, and to Lord J. Clinton^ show 
how keenly his interest was directed to affiurs at home. 
Mr. Pitt had spent the greater part of the year at the 
northern courts, studying the governments and manners 

> To Baron Kaphengst, aidc-de-cAnip to Prince Henry, Nov. 1778. 
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of other natioiMy with a view of presently taking an 
actiTe part in public life at home. ^* I cannot help 
Uiinking/ wrote Mr. Elliot to him, 'Uhat you devote 
too much time to a very barren soil. Your own country 
Dever was in a greater crisis than at present — never was 
a moment when more was to be learnt or done. My 
dear Pitt, with your application and desire of getting 
information, London will afford more objects worth your 
mttention in one day, than the Goths and Vandals in 
years" (Nov. 6). 

On another occasion he wrote to the same friend : — 
** I have had a variety of English of all sorts and sizes. 
The more I see of them the more I am convinced of the 
practicability of the grand design} The stuff is there, 
and recruits come in. I sincerely congratulate you upon 
the final conclusion of your Continental excursion. Per- 
ha|M I am wrong, but I am eveiy day more and more 
coDvincctl that the wear and tear of such fatiguing 
joamevs are not balance<l by the profit of knowledge 
acquire<l, applicable to the theatre of England. We arc 
a world aiiart It requires a life of perseverance and 
application to know that world, and it requires uninter- 
mpted habits of its manners, and constant residence in 
itii atmoKi)here, for the ablest to act in it As Ilousseau 
mys of himself that he does not pretend to describe 
whether he is better or worse than other men, but he is 
<?ertain #/ii*i7 ait autre — so may we say of our country. 

* S««r Iwt (-liA|»t('r. The design n*fefT«Hi to wm to form a band of 
•*tru^ pniriaU," who iihduM d<»votr all th^ir <»nergi«i to the fmlhrrmnce 
in rarluinrnt of i^rrtatn grand objcctit such u Catholic rmancipatioD, 
uit4nial rrfomiB, etc. etc. 
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I now consider you as on the point of mounting your 
great horse; I wish you may manage him as you intend.* 

Mr. Pitt's share in this correspondence leads one to 
suppose that he was possessed of good sense and 
industrious habits, rather than of remarkable abilities. 
His letters are chiefly interesting from the light thej 
throw on the character of his friend ; and though they 
occasionally savour slightly of a mentor's tone, and 
confess their writer to have been of opinion that his 
correspondent might be improved by acting ''a little 
more like other two-legged creatures/' they, neverthe- 
less, testify to his sincere regard and admiraticm for 
Hugh Elliot 

The comments which Mr. Pitt makes on his opinions 
and manners give a lively impression of the inconaBt- 
encies which alternately attracted and provoked his 
friends. A passionate lover of glory, he held in con* 
tempt the applause of the little world in which he lived. 
" You carry your contempt of the Qu'en diia-t-on too 
far," said Mr. Pitt. '^I agree with you in despising 
actions performed for the sake of obtaining f^plaue; 
but the good opinion of our friends and oomitiTnaa 
ought to be grateful to us." 

Disregarding the good fortune which had phoed 
him, at the age of twenty-six, in a great and responsible 
situation, he scarcely affected to conceal his di^g08t 
with the manners of the society to which that situatkm 
introduced him; and this very dislike to the genend 
tone of society threw him all the more readily into a 
small clique of clever, well-bred, but unprincipled 
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people, to whom Iuh imagination lent perfections which 
ibej never poeaesMed. 

So indolent were hiis bodily habits, that his friends 
talk of his sofa as |)art of himself; yet his activity of 
mind was unfailing; all intellectual subjects had an 
interest for him. Politics never spoilt his taste for 
literature and science ; and his powers of conversation 
made his society to be sought after by many of the most 
distinguished persons of his time. His spirits seem to 
have been equally uncontrollable in their glee and their 
depression — '^ spirits/* says Mr. Pitt, '' such as when, on 
bearing of that great and total defeat of Gates's anny 
by Burgoyiie, you threw a whole Imsin of milk over 
me"' — spirits such as those which, when excited to 
anger, \uu\ le<l to his enforcing a practical a|)plica- 
tion of Enghind s power cm a triumjiliant and insolent 
fuc. 

The story is told thus : — A vulgar Frenchman who 
IumI just heard of the acknowlegment by France of the 
iiide[)cndence of America, came up to my grandfather, 
and thrusting his face in that of the English minister, 
said with a sneer — '^ Voil& un fameux soufflet quo la 
France a donnd k rAngleterre." " Et voil& le soufHet 
que rAngleterre rend k la France i>ar ma main V* ex- 
claimed the representative of England, accompanying 
ibe wonls with a stinging box on the ear. 

* H|| the liUh S>{>t«*iiiU'r 1777 (t<*iit*rul ltiir){<>yu(* atUiknl Ciatcs'ii 
an»y oil Ilf hmii>« hfighu, *n*\ forcitl their pmition. Tliiii wan iin>l«My 
tbe •• tton rrportotl at hom« an a great and d<\'i«vf rictory. Mr. Pitt 
waa avcnw to the ArorricaD war. 
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Mr. Brydone had, in Ratisbon days, remarked on 
Hugh Elliot's singular power of communicating to others 
some of his own high spirit and ardent desire to serve 
his coimtry. 

That he contmued to urge on his friends the duty of 
exertion in public life, is shown in the following extract 
from a letter to Lord J. Clinton^ who was just com- 
pleting a tour of the chief capitals of Europe, haying, 
according to the regular routine, assisted at Prussian 
reviews, Viennese assemblies, and Parisian balls, and 
fallen desperately in love with Princess Frederick d 
Brunswick : — " My dear Lord — Rank, fortune, abilities, 
are yours ; do not run the dull, idle, tasteless course of 
your contemporaries ; the times, your country, ask for 
exertion. Pray, remember that Britain is your theatre, 
and your situation enables you to play the part on it 
you arc fitted for — that of a warm, steady, and judicious 
patriot. We are exiles without influence; you may 
touch the mainspring." 

Lord J. Clinton's letters are easily and pleasantly 
written, but do not display any conspicuous talent. On 
the 8th December, soon after having taken his seat in 
Parliament, he writes — " As I have attended my duly 
to Parliament some days, I can give you some little 
account of our miserable situation. Opposition paint it 
in very strong colours. Government allow that it is 
critical. Charles Fox, with his usual yehemence of 
oratory, declares that he sees the inconvenience d 
clogging the wheels of Government by Opposition at this 
moment ; but at the same time says he thinks it his 
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duty 80 to doy that we may by this means get rid of 
such a weak, wicked, etc., ministiy. Govcrmnent is 
daily cxcessiTely abused, but at the close of the debate 
has always a very considerable majority; people have 
not a better opinion of Opposition than of Government, 
mod therefore choose to side with the latter; perhaps 
also, the loaves and fishes make converts. Yesterday 
there was a debate in the House of Lords, during which 
< >p|MMition used every ailment to encourage America. 
. . . I will now tell you what I think of our manner 
of living here. I cannot say that I much like it ; people 
look M) very cold and uninteresting, that I never go 
Into com]>any without returning dc tr&s mauvaisc humcur. 
The women arc very beautiful, but few of them have des 
|>hyKiognomies int^^rcssantes ; and they know they are 
handsome, and ex|>ect great adoration. 

'' I wi»h you were here ; absence is the most power- 
ful cure for love. Some other object presents itself, 
and what with ])oIitics and present occupations, you 
grow by degrees much cooler for the one that is miles 
diiitant You will say, ' This man does not know 
what love is !* I maintain, however, that my way of 
treating the subject is the pleasantest and the most 
pliilos4)phical.*'^ 

After hearing of the debates wliich had lately taken 

I Lonl John Clinton is nientiuDP<l in Mttdame d'ArbUy'ii diary 
amnng th«* frtM|o«*nt4.*iii of Mm. Thmle*!! Hocirty ; and is di*iii'rih(^l in 
17i»*> ss •* a vrry well-infoniKMl and ni<Mleiit-inann(*rf>d \wy, ugly, lively. 
Mini amiaM<*." Hi.' dinl of consumption at lislion in 17^1 ; and it is 
htot'vl in the letters that his Catc was hastened by a disappointment 
ill larr 
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place in Parliament^ on the conduct of Admiral Keppel 
and Sir Hugh Palliser, and of General Buigoyne and 
Sir H. Clinton, Mr. Elliot wrote to this correspondent 
as follows — *^ I am surprised at the weakness of the 
minister, in permitting talking generals and wrangling 
admirals to lower the dignity of the House in the eyes 
of all Europe, by making it a mere receptacle of abuse, 
peevishness, disappointment, and jealousy. What a 
perversion of the nature of the House, to make it a 
court of appeal to judge of the propriety or impropriety 
of Burgoyne's being admitted to an audience in presence 
of the King !^ Burgoyne's want of conduct as a genenJ 
is so apparent, that I am at a loss to account for his not 
being dismissed the service. Can anything be more 
trifling in tliis important moment than to throw away 
time in cavilling about signals, and wakes, and a sea- 
cannonade, which, by its consequence, does not deserve 
the name of a battle ?^ Nothing, in my idea, can be 
more trifling, except the learned and humane discussionB 
of Opposition on the decree of mercy we are to show a 
\ictorious enemy 1*^ There is too much wrangling at 
home. Our most sacred, or what ought to be our most 
sacred secrets, are sacrificed to what is called the hofumr 
of a few individuals. Courts-martial and inquiries are 
the best spies foreigners can wish for.'* 

'^ It is a remarkable feature of these times/* savs 

* In a debate on the 26th May. — WodpoUs last Joumalt, yoL il 
V. 272. 

' Debates on the conduct of Admiral Keppel and Sir Hugh Mliaer. 

' Debate of 4th December — Lord Rockingham's motioii on Sir H. 
Clinton's proclamation. 
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Lord Mahon, '^ that the leading admirahi and generals 
of the war were alflo, for the moHt {>art, members of 
Parliament; that throughout the spring of 1779, we 
find not only Admiral Kei>pel and Sir Hugh P&lliser, 
but alM) lionl and Sir William Howe, and (teneral Bur- 
govne, able themselves to allege their grievanoes or 
fiefend their conduct In some of these cases there 
were committees of inquiry, and examination of wit- 
nesHCs, but in none any clear or positive ])ariianientary 
remdt These altercations, in the full <letails, could not 
fiul to interest, because they inflamed the party spirit of 
the dav/* 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 

1778 to 1779. 

In the course of 1778 the Dowager Ladj Elliot's 
illness took so serious a turn that her life was despaired 
of. She, however, rallied sufficiently to be remoTed to 
Bristol, where it was hoped that the air and waten 
might produce temporary amendment, though recoTCiy 
was no longer deemed possible. 

Writing from Clifton in September, Isabella says— 
'^ The smnmer has ptussed very calmly and serenely. 
We are living in a beautiful coimtry, and I have learnt 
philosophy enough neither to reflect too much upon 
what is past, or look too much into futurity. Bob is of 
the greatest consolation to us. You will hear with 
pleasure that he has been preaching with great succeBB 
here. He preached at the cathedral (of Bristol), and 
acquitted himself so well that the mayor desired bim to 
preach the assize sermon, which is their great day in the 
year. His sermon was a very good one, and lus manner 
and delivery were much admired ; but I own it seemed 
not a little strange to me to hear Bob lecturing the 
judge and cori)orations with just dignity.'* 

Bob was a poet as well as a preacher, and some of 
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hiA efTuflioiiA were at thin time offered to the aceeptancc 
€»f the iTmldeHH of Bath-Easton.^ 

Ill the couree of September arrived letters from 
America, which give so interesting an account of the 
first impressions made by that countiy on the minds 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eden, that I shall insert them at full 

length. 

(From Mr. Eden.] 

" Philadelphia y June 16, 1778. 
" My dear Hugh — After a six weeks* voyage between 
the anchorage off* St Helen s and that off Cape Uen- 
lu|)en, we arrived in the Delaware on the 2d instant, 
and at this place on the 6th. I have hitherto seen no 
more of the country than appears in the {mssago of 150 
miles up the river, but I have seen enough to regret 
from the bottom of my heart ten thousand times, that 
our nilers, instead of a tour through the enervated and 
worn-out countries of Euro{)e, had not finished their 
educations with a visit round the coasts and rivers of 
this beautiful and boundless continent The scale of 
everything here makes me fancy myself in Brobdignag. 
The English rivers and mountains are mere rills and 
molehills. Tliis city has the ap|)earancc at present of 
nothing better than a wide and very opulent village; 
hot it is so situate<l that a few years hence will turn it 
intii a magnificent metro|H>lis. There are not above 
2:i,0<>0 inhabitants left here, and about 16,000 troops, 
the British part of which are agreed by all the military 

' Ijulj Millrr. who livr<l at Rath-EMton. S<« IFaipoi€*t LetUrt.-- 
Mrtnoir of Mn. IXeUnv. 
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men, however differing in other points, to be, in eveiy 
respect of dress, discipline, health, actiyitj, and alert- 
ness, the finest fellows ever collected in the world. 
Washington's camp is about twenty miles from us upon 
the Schuylkill, and by the best account he has about 
10,000 men. . . . 

" We mean to leave this to-morrow and to proceed 
to New York ; after which this city will be immediatelv 
evacuated. . . . Near 300 ships will sail about 
the same time that we do — a fine sight, though, on 
recollection of all circumstances, not a flattering one ! 
I am not at liberty to enter into the subject 
of what we are doing on this side of the AUantic. 

" , . . And now, before I conclude, I must say 
something of our excellent Eleanor. She had occasion 
on the voyage to see every little incident of alann that a 
ship of war can show, and went through the whole with 
all the courage of the commodore himself, and indeed 
with more composure, as he was often alarmed for her. 

" We had some exceedingly rough weather ; we had 
a lightning and thunder night on this coast too, whidi 
exceeds anything that you can form an idea of in Europe ; 
we had frequent occasion to clear the vessel as if for 
action, and sometimes to fire signal-guns in the middle 
of the night. At one time an inunense wave hnke 
upon the side of the ship, and forcing the windows of 
Mrs. Eden's cabin (where she was lying on the bed, 
there being too much motion to sit or stand), completely 
ducked her. The commodore and I were present, and 
did not like the situation at all ; but Eleanor was seiied 
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with a Tei7 hearty fit of laughing at her own figure, and 
at the commodore 8 coat-pockets, which stood open, and 
were fiill of water/' 

In a letter of the same date, and containing nearly 
the same matter, addressed by Mr. Eden to Sir Gilbert, 
the following passage occurs : — 

" I cannot with propriety enter into any detail of our 
politicM. On my arrival here I found that some measures 
had been taken in England (above three weeks previous 
to my de|)arturc), which, contrary to all good faith and 
good sense, were conceaIc<l from me, and which, in other 
respects, aflTect both my public and private feelings. At 
present I will intimate what I have now written to you 
only t4> the Duke of Marll)orough, the Solicitor-General, 
and Sir P. Yorke. I find my colleagues perfectly 
honourable, steaily, and right-headed." 

The measures referred to were the evacuation of 
Philadelphia and retreat to New York — of which the 
commissioners were in perfect ignorance when they 
arrive<l in the Delaware. 

Considering the relations which had so long sub- 
iiisted between Lonl North and Mr. Eden, considering 
too the very delicate negotiation which had been con- 
Med to him imme<liately before he left England, the 
reticence practised towards him seems incom|)rehensible. 

(Mn. Edbn to Isabella.] 

" Philndelphia. 

'' My <learest Sister — After a pleasant six hours' sail 

up the river, I arrive<l at Philadelphia, quite out of my 
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senRes with joy at finding myself once more on dry land ; 
and what added not a little to my satisfaction was, the 
seeing women A^alking about the streets with children 
in their arms — a sight I have not seen since I left Eng- 
land. I really could have ate them up almost, I was so 
delighted to find anything that brought my little angel 
so strongly to my mind. 

^' I foimd the account we had heard of so much 
apparent distress in the town perfectly false ; indeed, it 
is quite impossible to believe, by the people's feces, and 
the extreme quietness of the town, but that you are not 
in a city perfectly at peace, and at ease. As to security, 
I feel quite as safe here as if I was in my own dressh^- 
room in Downing Street. We have got into a most 
excellent house, and very civil obliging people. I cannot 
help pitying them most sincerely for being obliged to 
receive us, which is the case, as they are desired to 
furnish us so many rooms — of course their best — and 
they retire into a comer. However, that docs not seem 
to hurt them. My landlady likes it extremely, as she 
informs mc. She is fond of company, and so I reoeiTe 
all mine in her room. The people's spirits were modi 
raised by the arrival of the commissioners, as they flat* 
tered themselves it Avould put an end to the alaraung 
report of the town being to be evacuated. The women 
here talk nothing but politics ; and indeed it is impos- 
sible they shoidd do otherwise, as the whole welfare of 
their families, fortunes, and lives, depends upon the 
turn afiairs may take. The ladies tell me that they 
much fear the commission will do no good now. They 
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iiaT, if Philadelphia in left and given up to the rebels, 
that indeiiendencc is declare<l, and America lost ; and 
that they who have been friends to Government arc in a 
mostt dreadful situatioiL It api^ears certainly a most 
melancholy thing t<i desert this lafge city, which very 
fkr Kur|»asse8 any idea I liad of it ; and all the country is 
most l)eautiful. 

" We have left Philadelphia, and arc once more on 
board the Triclent in the river Delaware. To-morrow, 1 
mipiMMc, we shall weigh anchor and proceed to New 
York. 1 shall be delighted to see my uncle s family. I 
bear he is beloved by all imrties. I passed all the night 
before last in an o{>en boat, an<l had no place to lie on 
but the ImmuxIs ; nevertheless I am not one bit the worse, 
though 1 was nmch afraid now and then, as we were so 
near the enemy's sliore. We could hear the |>eople on 
the watch calling to each other, and every little while I 
thought we should have been firc<l at All the vessels 
are this moment sailing by the cabin-windows, at such a 
rate, tliat I supisMc by this time the town is descrte<l by 
our armv. You cannot conceive a more beautiful, nor 
a more melancholy sight, than the one at present before 
me. Imagine the most beautiful view you ever saw, 
fine womIs on each side — the richest country in the 
world. Imagine this river covere<l with vessels in full 
aail, &H thick as possible, crowded with people leaving 
the city where they have l)een bom and bre<l, flying 
fnmi an enemy — which enemy may consist of relations 
an<l friends — leaving their whole proiterty and all their 
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fortunes but what they can cany with them. It is indeed 
a most horrible scene ! 

P. 8. (apparently added at New York). — *^ Beef and 
mutton are 2s. 6d. per pound ; porter, 3&. a bottle. In 
short, how the poor inhabitants live I cannot imagine; 
indeed, description would fall far short of it all/* 

[Mr. Eden to Hugh.] 

" New York, July 15. 

" We are blockaded by a French fleet, which at tiiis 
moment is immeasurably superior to ours. The spirit^ 
however, of our people, in this mortifying moment, is 
very comforting to a civil observer like me. 

" The soldiery are all running to the navy, with the 
leave of the commander-in-chief; and our fleet, such as 
it is, is most completely manned. Before these arma- 
ments separate, if we can give the account of these per6- 
dious and profligate Frenchmen that we hope and wish, 
our honour and interests may once more be established 
on this side of the Atlantic. We have 26,000 troops in 
these islands. It is well you arc not here; Eleanor 
says you would be mad. Your uncle, the commodore, 
is second in command imdcr Lord Howe. Your other 
uncle, Mr. Andrew Elliot, is a veiy sensible and respect- 
able man; he has a beautiful place about two mika 
from this town, where Eleanor and I occasionally sleq*. 
He has a very numerous family, and will be total^ 
ruined if we cannot recover our affiiirs ; yet he is pe^ 
fectly cheerful."^ 

^ A short time after the date of this letter, Mr. Eden's Mooiid 
daughter was bom — Catherine-Isabella. 
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In 80 far aA they relate to private eoncems, these 
letteni are full of cheerfulneRH, and the hope that their 
writerH would Boon be restored to their own country 
^re a further stiniuluH to the spirits of the Dowager 
Ijttdy Elliot an<l her daughter. 

In Novenilx^r they moved to Bath, where they were 
MOon joined by all the members of the family in England. 
It was the final gathering before the scene dropped. 
Fi>r some time previously, l^a^ly Elliot had been pained 
by her inability to write to her absent son Hugh. Once 
more, however, alnrnt a fortnight before her death, the 
effort was mafle, and the result is a very long and 
tender letter, which conveyed to him the last expressions 
<»f his mother s love, before it was silenced for ever. 

<hi New Years Day 1/79, Sir Gilbert wrote to his 
bn>ther, that on the 2Hth of the preceding month their 
mothers spirit luul passe<l away. Grievously afflicted 
with kxlily ills, " she, nevertheless, waited with compo- 
siurc for the last stroke. At times she conversed pretty 
cheerfully with her family, and informed herself with 
wonderfullv minute solicitude of all that could in the 
Mnallest matters concern those whom she love<L Her 
conversation was strong and lively ; her Christian faith 
an<l submission perfect My poor sister was never from 
ber heart ; and if anything still attached her to life, and 
made the hour she looked for otherwise than joyful, it 
was the {>ang of parting with her. I nee<l not tell you 
that she often talked of you.'* 

Another era in Hugh s life was closecL Much love 
ami much happiness were in store for him in future 
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years ; but the all-enduring, all-hoping^ all-belieTing 
affection, which had sheltered his childhood, and gloried 
in his youth, was gone from him for ever. 

Isabella went home from Bath to her brother's house, 
and " nothing," she wrote, " can exceed their tender 
kindness to me." 

Shortly afterwards Sir Gilbert was suddenly sum- 
moned to Scotland, in consequence of an announoement 
that Ijovd Robert Kerr would stand for the county at 
the next general election ; but the Duke of Buccleudi 
continued to give liis support to Sir Qilbert, who in no 
long time was able to write to his brother, that it wss 
'^ singularly fortunate that circumstances, not to be com- 
manded by me, have given me an independent seat for 
this county, in the midst of such enormous estates and 
so powerful interests." 

In the course of the spring Isabella, resuming in 
some degree the usual style of her correspondence 
with her brother, tells him of the marriage of her 
friend' Lady Priscilla Bertie to Mr. Burrell. — "The 
Duke of Ancaster returns again to America, to tke 
great grief of his niother, who, if he was not so wild, 
would be quite happy at the marriage of Lady Priscilla 
to Mr. Burrell, which was so violent an inclination as 
totally to engross their hearts. I believe he is a y&j 
good kind of man, but somewhat coxcombical in his 
habits. Miss Julia Burrell, the only sister unmarried, is 
shortly to be married to Lord Piercy, who has reaigDed 
the staff. Lord Harrington died last night, which 
makes a great change to Lord Petersham, whose mu- 




177V] LONDON GOSSIP. 181 

riiige with Miss Fleming has been deferred on account 
of h'w great debtii. She has behaved vastly well — ahe 
pays all his as well as Mr. Stanhope's debts. I think, 
however, one may use the scriptural expression on this 
subject — * That it is better to give than to receive.' Lord 
Cathcart is going to marry a daughter of Mr. Andrew 
Elliot, a pretty, sensible girl, with whom he fell in love 
at Xew York. There has not been one tolen^le or 
endurable play or poem this winter. There is a charm- 
ing pamphlet callc<l * Anticipation,' which was published 
some time agt), and if you have not seen it it will amuse 
you. Kcppel has been at Bath, and has led a pro- 
cession of old ladies from one end of the town to the 
other, has marched with them, and they had all blue 
flags in their caps, and music playing, and gave him a 
ball, which must have been ridiculous enough — he is 
the hero of the mob this winter, and many windows 
have been broken in his honour." 

The news of a ** drubbing*' given to d'Estaing^s fleet 
oirSt Lucia, anil the success of an expedition to Georgia, 
pnxlucc a letter from Mr. Eden, who, with his wife, had 
returned to Enghind in December (before Lady Elliot's 
death, but not in time to see her). '' The O])position,'* 
he says, ** are sincerely sorry for this good news — they 
confess this in private without reserve — and in public, 
during the two last days' debates, have not once named 
either St Lucia or Georgia.*' 

In April 1779 arrived the unex|)ected intelligence of 
Alick s ileath in India. A putrid fever carried him off 
while on a journey to Nagporc, the c^>ital of the Bfah- 
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rattas^ where he had been seut ou a political misedon of 
importance. His death was a severe blow to his fiunilj, 
who had conceived the highest hoix3S of his future 
career from the singular combination of mental and per- 
sonal qualities which fonned his character. To abilities 
calculated to make him play a leading part on the 
political stage, he united a strong will and a sweet 
temper. His untimely fate called forth unusual expres- 
sions of r^rct, and a glowing tribute to his distinguished 
qualities was paid by Mr. Burke in the House of 
Commons. 

Tliis second bereavement, so soon following on the 
death of his mother, came with overwhelming force on 
Hugh, who had ui the short interval between those two 
events been deeply though less severely tried by the Ion 
of two of liis Mends — Lord Suffolk, whose kindness had 
never flagged, and Mr. Harvey, his most intimate com- 
panion. ^^ These two last years have robbed me d 
father, mother, brother, patron, and friends. I am sixty 
years old in losses of everything dear to mc !" 

Thus deprived of the objects of his earliest afiections, 
he began to feel all the more the necessity of foiming 
new ties. 

" M.. Elliot," says Tlii6bault, " ^tait devenu ^peidu- 
ment amourcux de Mademoiselle Krauth;" her mother 
was supposed by him to object strongly to her marriage 
with a foreigner, and with one whose uncertain prospects 
and small private fortune had been disclosed unreser?- 
edly to her by Iiimself. In the course of the previous 
vear several notes had passed between them on the 
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Huhject of biH attcntioDs to her daughter, but the line of 
arKuuient adopted by Madanie de Vereliit to dissuade 
him from their continuance seems singularly ill fitted 
to attain its ostensible object ; she repeatedly requests 
him to avoid her daughter s society^ on the ground that 
the young laily was becoming seriously attached to him, 
and that the strength of her feelings for him had already 
made her unhappy, and had prevented her from accept- 
ing an excellent *' parti " which her mother had in store 
for her! CHIier notes dwell on the remarks to which 
his open devotion hatl given rise, and which were " com- 
promrtiaui " ft)r her daughter. Madame de Verelst may 
piMKibly have thought tlie young Englishman a model of 
pruilence and of self-abnegation ; he was, however, un- 
fortuimtely more remarkably distinguished for a romantic 
and chivalrous nature, \i\yon which the arguments she 
ummI were certain to produce an opposite effect from 
that which she professeil to desire. If anything had 
bci*n nc<Nle<l to rivet his chains, it must have been Uie 
a.HnuruniH.* that Mailemoiselle Krauth was unhappy, ** pour 
lui ct |iar lui.*' 

Kariy in July he wrote to Sir J. Harris to announce 
his iinnicdiate return on leave to England, for the pur- 
|HMe i»f prufmring his family for the declaratitm of his 
marriage, uliich, in onler to provide against all iHissible 
ni:ichiiiationH during his absence, took place privately, 
without her mother's consent, l)efore his departure from 
lleriin. Tlie withholding of Madanie de Verclst*s con- 
!«ont may have l)ccn intended to deprecate the king's 
displeasure when it should become known that a mar- 
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riage had been contracted between her daughter, a 
Prussian subject and an heiress, without his previous 
consent — ^for it does not appear that their marriage was 
ever a secret from her. However this may have been, 
Mr. Elliot wrote to Sir James Harris^ as follows : — " I 
am married in private, without the mother's consent, to 
the Krauth ; after the ^clftt of my attachment to her, I 
had the choice between folly and dishonesty — ^my afieo- 
tions pleaded for the first, my conscience forbade the 
latter. On my part there is very sincere affection, bad 
health,^ poverty, and the other defects of character whid 
nature has bestowed on me, and which art has never 
tried to conquer; on hers, there is youth, beaufy, and 
strong parts. My project is to keep the matter secret 
till the king's dcath.'^ The Prince of Prussia, Prince 
Heniy, etc., arc as much my friends as princes can be. I 
despise the world too much to fear its vicissitudes, and 
think her worth sacrificing life and fortune to, if neoes- 
saiy." 

1 9th July 1779. 

^ J^Ir. Elliot's constitution liad never thoronghly rccorered from Um 
ett'ects of the fever which hoil attacked him during his Danubian cam- 
paign in 1773 ; since which time ho had been liable to aerere fits of 
illness, which baffled for a time all medical treatment. After one of 
these he wrote to Mr. Harris, 5th March 1779: — " Phyaicianfi tliat 
universal distemper, have proved the clficacy of their ait in incraaaiig 
suffering. I lielieve my original distemper cured long since. ... I 
have learnt from the double capacity of foreign minister and inTalid 
that in physic and {wlitics the practitioners are usually blind and pre- 
sumptuous. The h(>alth and hnjipiness of mankind are layishly sacri- 
ficed to <iuack ministers and quack physicians." 

3 He was certain to object to her fortune passing into the hands of 
a foreigner. 
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He did not question that the idol was one to whom 
the incense of such sacrifices would be as sweet per- 
fumes. 

*' Prudence, reason, calculation of possibles/' wrote 
mT grandfather to some one else at this time, not, how- 
ever, with any other than a mental reference to the 
subject of his marriage, — *^ these are the crutches with 
which feeble minds halt through life. I have but one 
rule — to do that which my conscience says is right, let 
the consequences be what they may.*' Unluckily, when 
the first steps were taken in this unhappy business, my 
grmndfathcr s conscience seems to have been ** en bas de 
rescalier,** as a Frenchman said his wit was when most 
wanted, and prudence and reason had taken to flight 
before it appeared on the scene. 

His friends at St Pctembui^ and at home certainly 
believed that the marringc ha<l been desire<l by the 
young laily's friends from the first moment of Mr. Elliot s 
arrival at Ikrlin, and that he himself never shared in 
this opinion, and that Mmlame de Verelst succeeded in 
gaining and in preser\'ing his entire confidence and 
enteein, arc aiguments which in no wise affect the view 
of the matter entertainc<l by his friends, since all the 
trust and c(mfidcnce which he withheld from penions 
indifferent to or distasteful to him, were reserved to be 
aihlecl to the brimming measure which ho gave to 
th^me he love<I. Clear-sighte<l to a fault, even suspi- 
cious of the motives of the generality of the world, he 
was cre<lulous as a child where his affections were con- 
cerned ; his conres|)ondents perpetually warn him not 
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to believe aiid coufide in precisely those whose society he 
affected the most. 

The summer and part of the winter of 1779 were 
spent by Mr. Elliot in England ; we therefore lose si^t 
of him for a while, except in the letters written to him 
by Isabella and Sir Gilbert from Minto, many of whid 
show them to have been anxiously expecting him there, 
but the meeting did not take place till winter recalled 
the Elliots to their house in Lincoln's Inn. 

My grandfather's absence from his post brings Mr. 
Liston agahi on the scene, and we find him very soon at 
his old employment, remonstrating, pacifying, excuaiiigy 
and receiving confidences from all sides. 

Having done all he could to prevent the marriage, 
he now did his best to make it happy. '^ It is impos- 
sible to make her believe she has no just grounds of 
complaint; she cannot understand that a man will 
make the greatest sacrifices for her sake, and yet cannot 
overcome his habitual indolence. *' 

*^ Si j avals un amant qui voulut de mes lettres tons 
Ics jours, jc romprais avec lui I " said Madame de la 
Fayette. Mr. Elliot would have been a lover after ha 
heart, but unhappily the lady of his love was not of the 
same mind ; and when, as too frequently happened, the 
English post came in without anything for her, she was 
at first distressed and then provoked. Mr. Liston paci- 
fied her with explanations of his own invention, not 
probably venturing to interpret to her what Sir Gilbert 
calls the ^^ family paradox — how pQBsible it is to n^ect 
abominably those wc love truly and dearly ; " but to his 
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ief Mr. Liston wrote almost sharply on the mischief 
lich his indolence might cause. 

" Le vin est tir6 il faut le boire jusqu' k la lie/' he 
rote on one occasion, explaining further that by the 
^ of the matrimonial draught he understood ^' a con- 
uit and regular correspondence, and other jp^^^to soins, 
lich, in all other instances at least, cost you much 
ore than other people, — and an abstention from peril- 
•s adventures." As sea-fights for instance ! for the last 
utence was undoubtedly called forth by a letter from 
r. Elliot, dated Plymouth, 29th August, in which it was 
ated that he was about to embark on the Southampton 
igate at Plymouth, in the hope of joining Sir Charles 
[^ardy before the action that was then expected to take 
lace. 

In this hope he was disappointed, for the English 
>id French fleets did not meet, but he was able to write 
•fr. Listen an account of Sir C. Hardy's intended opera- 

• 

^0118, closing it with the remark that, after all, at sea 
^ placed his faith much less in tactics than in English 
^lution and close quarters."^ 

**0n the last day of August Sir Charles Hardy endeavoured to 
"^^ the enemy into a narrower part of the channel, but they declined 
^itiljat," etc. — Hughes* History of England, vol. ii. p. 339. 
-^-tnong Mr. Elliot's papers there is one, dated Plymouth, August 
^9 containing various suggestions as to what should be done to 
^**d the place against a threatened descent of the French. It is ap- 
^^tly addressed to a jKirson in military command, and enters into 
^^derable details concerning the arrangements proper to be made. 
• ^Uliot's youngest son, Frederick, remembers to have heard his father 
'^ story of his having been arrested as a spy in Devonshire — an 
future which no doubt occurred during the visit to Plymouth, 
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Luckily for us^ Mr. Liston wrote of other things 
besides the domestic afiairs of his chief. The folloiring 
extracts from his letters are selected as containiiig charae- 
teristic anecdotes of the great King. On the 29th May, 
he describes the King's return to Berlin from the armj: 
— " The King arrived here on Thursday at three o'clock ; 
came in by the Kiinigs-strasse, and drove straigfat to the 
palace. The people made little or no noise, becaioe 
they knew he does not like it. They pretend a womaa 
threw herself on her knees before him, as he stepped out 
of the coach. ^Was vdll sie?" said he; no answer. 
She caught hold of his coat, and burst into tears. ' Was 
will sie dcnn ?" no answer. He then asked a third time. 
' Ich freue mich/ said she. He made a bow to her and 
seemed affected, as were the spectators. A few Frencb- 
mcn, standing at the bottom of the stair, called oot^ 
^ Vive le Roi I' on which he turned about, smiled, and 
said, ^ Bravo /' All the foreign ministers, nobility, et&, 
had been assembled from ten o'clock to wait for Urn. 
He did not go into the room they were in, but j<NDed 
his generals and Prince Ferdinand in the other room. 
After embracing his brother, and saying a few words 
to three of liis generals, he retired and ordered dinner 
immediately. After dinner he stood nearly three boon 
in one of the windows vdth Schulenbuig, looking, over 
papers and doing business. A great crowd gathered 
together in the Place to stare at hinu He wrote to the 
Queen, saying he could not see her that day, he had ao 

aud inyestigutiou of her defeucclo^ state described in the papv R- 
ferred to. 
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much to do, but that *\\ lui domanderait k diner Ic 
Dimanche.* Yesterday he went in his pristine state- 
coach to visit Princess Amelia. I saw him pass under 
the trees ; lie looks much better than when I saw him 
last; and, they say, enjoys perfect health and spirits. 
Prince Henry arrired yesterday ; the King received him, 
contnuy to the general expectation, with great cordiality, 
and talked long to him with perfect good humour. The 
King speaks of the Prince of Prussia with great cordiality 
and affection ; he is expected every moment" 

The Sunday dinner at the Queen's residence of 
Chariottenbui^, mentioned in the foregoing letter, pro- 
duced the following anecdote : — ^' When the King asked 
all the royal family to dine with him at Chariottenbuig, 
he inviteil (or he was understood to invite) all the 
icrandes maitresses at the same time ; so that Madame 
de Kannenlwrg, Madame de Blumenthal, etc., went 
Princcm F^enlinand having no grande maitrcsse, car- 
ried Madame de Stockhausen; and Mademoiselle de 
Viereck went by way of gouvemante to the little Prin- 
ctm of Prussia. The Queen and Madame de Kannen- 
bern^ were there some time before the rest ' Mon 
aocienne et bonne amie,* said the King to Madame 
de Kannenbei^, * I am very gla<l to see you ; but ' — 
observing the two latlies who hafl just entered — * who 
are these?' She told him, 'Stockhausen, Viereck.' — 
* Je ne connais point ccla moi. Qu*est-cc-que cela vient 
faire ici ? c*est de la contre bande ; elles ne peuvent pan 
diner ici, ces femmes-U. Je n'ai voulu avoir que les 
grandeM maitresses, qu elles s'en retoument: qu'on les 
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renvoie.' — ^ Mais Sire, elles sont yenues avec 1 
cesses, elles n'ont point de voiture, elles ne peir 
s en aller. Si voire Majesty le perraet, on leur d 
diner dans un antre appartement.' ' A la bonne 
and this was accordingly done. ' Eh bien, Ma 
Kannenberg/ said he^ when dinner was done, ^ 
vous ffdt de yotre Madame de Stockhausen et dc 
' Sire, je les ai mises dans ranti-chambre.'— ' ! 
ha I elles sont fort bien 1& — k lenr place.' "^ 

This trait of discourtesy is followed by i 
charge of harshness, carried to extremes, which ] 
a &tal result in the tragical death of a certa 
Appenbourg, who commanded last campaign th 
diers, composed of the battalion of Guards an< 
regiment of the Prince of Prussia. " They 
Jagemdorff in winter, and there was considerab 
tion. The King, before leaving Silesia, fom 
foult with this, and the major decided upon reti 
Berlin, but was often heard to say, his resolu^ 
taken. On his arrival, his Majesty said son 
things to him ; on which he went home, wrote 
to the King, which he left on his table, and s 
self. The letter was carried to the King, 
said to have been much shocked. It had bee 
premeditated affair. He has left eveiything in < 
order.'* 

A visit of Mr. Liston's to M. de Hertzbeig^f 
residence affords some curious details concer 
simple, though peculiar tastes and manners of a i 

* Mr. Listen to Hugh Elliot, June 3*1. 
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minister of the great Fre<leriek. M. de Ileitzbeif^ had, 
at TariouM timeft, conduete<l important diplomatic tranB- 
actioDH ; and at the time of my grandfather's residence 
at Berlin, was amociatcfl with the venerable Count 
Finekcnstein in the ailministration of foreign aSairs. 
Frederick hchl him in high esteem, as he was one of 
the few pefHonal friends of a sovereign who was more 
admired than beloved. During the King^s last illness 
M. tie Hcrtzbeig attended him, ami hchl him in his 
amis at the moment of death. It is said that the new 
King, on arriving at the deathbed of his uncle, was so 
toachcd by the unafTected grief of the old imd faithful 
(nemi attending there, that his first act of sovereignty 
was to take from his own breast the order of the black 
caf^le, which he habitually wore, and to place it on the 
neck of M. de Hertxlwrg, who very soon afterwanls 
became his first minister, and was accusc<l by the French 
party of fostering anti-French sentiments in the new 
King*s mind. 

*'July 27, 1770. — 1 have spent a <lay with M. de 
llertfberg, who was here, and am excee<lingly [>leased 
with his fann and his farming, which is on a large scale, 
and is conducte<l (with a view to profit) with all the 
minnteness of attention require<l in agriculture, ami so 
seldom found in any but those who have been bred to 
the biisinosH from their youth. He knows every cow by 
ber name, and how many qimrts of milk are sold eveiy 
day.' Hie manner in which he talks t4) his boors, and 

■ Th«- niiik wan m)M daUy ^J tUirymaiilji on the flight of %\ty^ 
l«-tMliii»; to the eiitrancc-halL 
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the familiarity and bluntness with which they answer 
him^ depose strongly in favour of his good nature ; and 
the manner in which he lives leaves no doubt of his 
opulence. ... He had no company with him, and hk 
housekeeper and servants did not seem to think it pro- 
bable I was to have the honour of dining with him, as I 
arrived on foot; so that we sat down exactly to tk 
dinner prepared for him, which was su£Bcient to satii^ 
appetite^ but as homely as I should have found it at one 
of my neighbour farmer's houses in Scotland^ and tk 
cloth hardly so clean. The drink, brown and white 
beer of his own brewings and one single glass of wine. 
His drcss^ was still plainer than it is in town, and a 
small round hat^ his hair hanging loose and without 
powder. Nothing ever brought so strongly to one's 
memory Curius Dentatus roasting his turnips, or the 
Dictator ab aratro. But I could have wished that these 
stories had not been so conspicuously painted in his 
apartments, for it has the appearance of comparing him- 
self to those men, which would not do. When he 
touched on politics it was with his usual openness. He 
regretted not having been sent to make the peace of 
Tetscheu, in which case he thinks many things would 
have been more favoimible to Prussia. There is no 
doubt of his favourable disposition to us, but he is, like 
others, led away by Maltzahn's opposition aceoants of 
the distracted state of the ministry and the nation, and 
by the false views held up in the * Courrier de I'Eniope' 



^ Usually manufactured of silk- spun by the womt on Idi own 
mulbcny ploutitions. 
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and other foreign gazettes, and seems to wish rather 
than to hope that we may be able to extricate our- 
selves." In other letters Mr. Liston describes the senti- 
ments entertained bv the Prussian nation towards the 
FVench as anything but friendly, in spite of the well- 
known dispositions of the court; and he mentions 
haTing been chai*ged by various |)ersons to send them 
the earliest news of any success which the English 
might obtain at sea over the French.^ As for society, 
he says, " There is nothing new under the sun — Mon- 
€lay a piquc-nique, Thursday an assembly. The same 
parties arranged at cards ; the tables placed on the same 
individual spots as when you last saw them ; the same 
figures dancing. But of these, if you were here, you 

' Mr. Klliot WM eviT r^tuiy to eiuuura^ Uie weU'Wiftheri to hie 
rioantnr'f caa.<ie. Writing to M. d'Arnim from I^ndon, August 1779, 
hf mid — **\\'rTr I to rnt»T upon the proi^nt iitati» of (Jrwit BritAin, I 
coqM iirit«* ToluHKii without ('xhauHting an unfathomable tubject. 
Hi»t<irj dof*« not contain a more iiingular epoch in the annaU of any 
BtXimL Tom by the violence of fat-tion, w««kened by a moat ezpenaiTe, 
Ikloody, and unnatural i ivil war, attacked by the combined force of tlio 
HaoMf f»( liourNin, loadM with a debt unparalleM in any age, umnip- 
ftoirteti by foreign allien, deaerted even by fortune, at variance with the 
wiiidA and wavra, wt> have not loat courage, and I am one of those who 
bsiieve that we nhall riiw* again sufierior to every enemy, and be what 
«• ought to l>e -a curb to the ambition of the liouae of Bourbtm, and 
tlir defenders of the lilterty of mankind, which it in more danger than 
jmi arvm to apprehend, if France and Sjiain succeed in outnumbering 
ttad crutliing our marine." Tlie accession of the maritime force of 
ttfiAtn to tliat of France was not viewed with unmixed satisfaction by 
th» adhrmiU of the latter Tower on the Continent. *' The Prince of 
Prossia < Vuguiit 177^) expreaMHl a fear that the French hatl too much 
ba|Qp^(e to rncumber them. * What baggage, Monseignenr T' * I^es 
EtfpSignola," JMUr of Mr. Luton. 

O 
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would take notice of none but one. That one in public 
behaves so as to give satisfaction to the most jealous lorer, 
though she certainly docs not give equal satisfection to 
the poor devil who happens to be her partner. She often 
speaks to him with such coldness and such nonchalanoe, 
that I^ an indifferent spectator, am apt to be angij. 
There are the usual dinners at this minister's and at that 
minister's — ^who has seen one has seen all. If I look 
under the trees I see Pons or Fontana stalking along to 
go out to the park, or Dolgorouki strangely sticking od 
the top of a horse ; or the very same figures crowding 
out on a Sunday, which we have looked at a hundred 
times." 

Before the year closed Mr. Liston had it in his power 
to tell my grandfather a story which was the nine dm' 
wonder of Berlin at the time, and became the subject of 
discussion and criticism throughout Europe. It wiQ be 
found at length in the 2d voL of Thi^bault's Mem^, 
page 20 ; but to make the following letters intelligible it 
will be necessary to give it shortly here :^ — ^A miUer 
named Arnold, residing in a village in Pomerania^ hid 
presented a memorial to the King some year or ao 
before, in which it was stated that he, the oomplainant^ 
rented of the King a water-miU for 300 rixdoIIaiSy but 
that in consequence of the stream having been directed 
fix)m its natiunl channel by the orders of Count N — -» 
the miller's works were stopped, the rent was not fbiili- 
coming, and the man was starving. The King Beat the 

1 Lord Dover's Life of Frederick the OrcaL Thiibult'fl Smtwdn 
de 20 Ans d Berlin. 
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memorial to the chancellor, with the order that justice 
obould be done to the niiller ; the cause was tried, and 
the miller lost it The following year a second memo- 
rial was presented by the miller to the King, stating 
that though his case had been lost, the fiacts were 
DCTerthelesB as he had stated them. Again the King 
referred the document to the chancellor, with the com- 
mand that the cause should be tried before the second 
tribunal, and that justice should be done — the second 
trial had the same result as the first ; and a third time 
the miller in despair appealed to the King. Frederick 
upon this determined to inquire for himself into the 
fiictA of the case ; and on the report of persons carefully 
■electetl, to verify on the spot the statements of the 
miller, the King became convinced that an act of gross 
iiyiistice had been committed, and what ensued will be 
tokl best by Mr. Liston. 

" On Saturday last Ilis Miyesty sent for the chan- 
cellor (M. le Karon de FUrst) and the three counsellors 
who prcHide<l at the Court of Appeal, and after repri- 
maoding them very severely for their judgment, he told 
the chancellor he was dismissed from his office, and that 
Ida place was disposed of. The counsellors were s^it 
to the [>rison of the Carlshof, which you will remember 
ia the SrtrgaU of this part of the worid ; FUrst wanted 
to apeak, but was onlercd to be silent and to withdraw. 
^ Mar$chiri ab*' was the word, and none of the cirilest 
Some say the King^s illness has made him peevish; 
others, that his patience had been exhausted by the 
examples he had lately seen of the quirks and chicanery 
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of the law, to which he had vainly hoped by his fonner 
regulations to put a stop. 

'^ To be sure if the ease were exactly as the king 
represents it, it would not bear an argument. A person 
lets a mill to another, situated on a stream mentioned 
in the agreement, and afterwards turns aside that stream 
for other purposes, and still insists on the same rent- 
nothing more unjust ; but they say the fitet is, the smaD 
portion of water turned aside did no essential harm totbe 
tenant's mill ; that the possessor of another mill, a little 
higher up on the same stream, makes no compltinti, 
and carries on his business as formerly; that the millef 
is a mauvais sujet who wanted to quarrel with the pro- 
prietor, etc. etc. The chancellor talks in a yeiy manh 
way on the subject ; he says he cannot blame the King, 
as he acts as he thinks he ought to do, and coDsiden 
the judgment given as unjust ; but that he cannot hdp 
saying His Majesty pretends to judge of matters he does 
not understand, and decides without having weighed 
the circumstances of the case. The presidrat ui 
counsellors of the chamber of Custrin, who judged in Ae 
first instance, are sent for by a detachment of titKqVy 
and are to meet the same fate. The president is Oomit 
Finckcnsteiu's son. The Eang has written to Coos' 
Finckenstein ^ saying he was sorry to be obliged to dift* 
miss his son for an act of injustice, but that an exasqNe 
was necessary. He could have wished it might h*^ 
fallen on another family rather than his. The Count tf 
reported to have said, ' Je plains les honnfites gena; J^ 
plains le Roi.' 

* Minister for Foreign Aflaink 
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'* What 18 very remarkable in a country like this, is, 
that the whole town have been to pay their complimentB 
of condolence to Fiinit and M. de Finckenstein, eren 
Prince Henry imd Princess Amelia sent" 

In his next letter Mr. Liston says — ** In any other 
oountry such a story as I told you in my last would pro- 
duce some effect ; here they talk pretty freely for a few 
days ; and that is all. Words indeed are not spared by 
the country gentlemen and the nobility here — ' precipi- 
tate, unjust, despotic/ fly about The vulgar admire. 
The King w better, in good spirits, et se moque du 
qu en <lira-t-on." 

Thii^bault tells us the sequel of the stoiy thus — ** Six 
months after the events above related, Frederick dis- 
covercd that he had been in error ; the stream in dispute 
having been diverted below the mill by a proprietor 
milling on its banks ; the miller had therefore no just 
grounds of complaint, and law and justice had been 
equally outragcxl by the interference of the king. But, 
though convince<l of his error, Fre<lerick made no other 
iiagn of being so than by withdrawing the magistrates 
from their prison, reinstating them in their places, and 
dnipping the [prosecution of the proprietor supposed to 
have injured his humble neighbour/*^ 

Mr. Klliot ma<le his marriage known to his fiunily on 
his arrival in KnglancL Sir Gilbert imd Lady Elliot 
heanl the news with their usual affectionate kindness, — 
whatever doubts they may previously have ^tertained of 
the wisdom of the step which Hugh had taken, now that 

' Ttiirbault, Sjour dr 20 ant k Bfrlin. 
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it was irrevocable^ they were ready to say, " What must 
be we cannot change^ and will not fear." A cordial wel- 
come was promised to ** Charlotte " when she ahoald 
come to claim a home among them, and Sir Gilbert 
entered warmly into his brother's dreams of future rusti- 
cation among the glens and bums of ScoUand* Poor 
Berlin beauty I how she would have shuddered had ske 
heard these projects of burying her au fond de TEcom 
with a husband and his hjsSlj pour tout potage. "I 
long to see your wife/' says Mrs. Eden, '^ but how am I 
to talk to her ? I cannot speak French I** ^' Ah, Hug^l 
Hugh!" wrote Mrs; Harris firom St. Petersburg; "do 
you remember four years ago how you used to abuse all 
women^ and say if ever you married you would live in 
St James' Street, and your wife in Berkeley Square ?" 

Isabella, of all the family, was perhaps the one moit 
affected by her brother's marriage,— alike in their dis- 
positions and tastes, and full of romantic admiration for 
each other, they had kept up a constant correspondeiioe 
with the most unreserved confidence ; and while Hqgli 
formed no closer ties, Isabella could feel that her affection 
and sympathy were no less necessary to him than thej had 
ever been. Poor Isabella's part was a hard one; she 
had been the object of her mother's fondest love, — ^* It 
was," wrote one of the family, " an idolatry calculated to 
ruin any character less sweet than hers;" and from thii 
exclusive devotion she had now to decline on the aflbe- 
tions of those warmly attached to her indeed, but the 
first place in whose hearts was not theirs to giye. Sodi 
changes have embittered many ; but whatever were Isa- 
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belU'8 secret feelings, she came forward, warmly and cheer- 
fullTy to welcome her new sister, and quietly dropping 
oat of her correspondence to her brother those half-uncon- 
flcioos self-rcTcalings which arc ncTcrwritten for more than 
one, she continued in her usual cheerful, pleasant strain 
to tell him of all things likely to interest him and his 
Every now imd then a passing remark that her 
letters arc dull because she knows nothing now/* — 
no one tells her anything now,'' — falls sadly on the ear, 
but she passes lightly on, and writes fully and frequently 
of the affectionate thoughtfulness for her manifested by 
all the family. 

A letter of Mr. Pitt's at this date alludes to a cir- 
cumstance too characteristic of my grandfEtther to be 
p«Me<l oTcr. '' With regard to the payment of your 
debts, your ideas u|>on the subject of your wife's fortune 
are completely ridiculous ; for, take the case e convenOf 
and Kup]M>se that the fortune is on your side, and that 
from imprudences the other party is involved in con- 
aiderabic debts, whom, notwithstanding her want of 
fortune and ]>eq>lexed state of affairs, you had, by 
marrying her, pruvetl yourself to prefer to all woman- 
kind. It is not only an equitable request, but the other 
party ought to insist upon it if your romantic head leads 
you to refuse it" *' Credit your house accounts, — let 
ayiitem nuinage your ex|)enses ;" is always the burden of 
Mr. Pitt's ailvice ; henceforth there were to be two to 
upend, and no one to keep the accounts. 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 

1780 to 1781. 
BERLIN. 

My grandfiEither returned to Berlin in the spring of 1780 
— returned, as he says, to find " nature buried in Band, 
and mankind in slavery;*' and "with so many rq^rets for 
the '^ clear streams, green fields, and stirring interests of 
English life," that, had the ^* attraction to Berlin been 
less powerful than it was," he might have found it a 
hard task to tear himself away from home. ''Wodd 
that men could be turned out to grass like horses, and 
that I had been wicked enough to have been sent a- 
grazing with Nebuchadnezzar !" On his way back to Ub 
post he stayed a few days in Paris to consult doctoRi^ 
and writes of the impression he received there, to • 
friend at home, in the following words : — *^ I never made 
so interesting a visit to the capital of our enemieBi 
They are perfectly disgusted with the war and thdff 
ministers. The name of an Englishmen has again risen 
to its sterling value ; and were it not for the tmst tinej 
put in our divisions at home, I do not believe thflj 
would continue the war six wceks.^ You have no idea 
of the avidity with which ils s'arrachent le ' Couiner de 

> Before the year closed, M. Neckcr, **as the leading miniiterin 
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TEurope/ and the admiration they haTe for le grand M. 
Bouriqiie,^ and his system of economy. I breakfSusted 
eTcry nioniing with the flower of the young men of 
PkriM, at the Marquin de Voyer^s, where politics were 
the constant theme, and everything they knew was dfebit6 
arec toute la franchise et toute r^tourderie qui leur sont 
propres. I saw Beveral of the officers who were at Sa- 
rannah, and who have the greatest respect for our miw 
culottes cTer since that business. Noailles is a d — d 
coxcomb, says everything civil in the presence of an 
Englishman, and is, I understand, one of the most bare- 
fiu^ed liars of the many Franco is blessed with. . . . 
As for myself, I fear nothing in France but the dark eyes 
of the C'ountcHs Jules.**' 

How soon the public acknowledgment of his marriage 
followctl u|)on his return to Berlin, and what was the 
sensaticm it create<l, arc circimistances of whicti we are 
left in ignorance; but in his letters, written in June 
17B0, he talks oi>enly of his wife and of his plans of life; 
and towanis the autumn his house seems to have become 
the point de n^union for a very agreeable society. 17B0 
and 17R1 are marked as white years in my grandfiither's 

1**111, AflilrejiMo^i a s<M*n*t h'ttcr to I^nl North ezpreMing a utrong doiire 
toUvat." — .l^(iA/m'j Hisi, Eng. vi»I. rii. pt 80. 

» liurkf. 

* roiiiit«*M JuliHi df Polignac, the favourite friend of Marie Antoinette. 
After Mr. Klliot'x return fntin l*aria he filed among hia papen notet 
from IUr<>n de (iriiuin : from I/AMw liaynal, aaking him to go with 
UiiD to liinncr ut M. NtH-kt-r's ; from Comtt-Mte 8<'houwa]oir, begging 
him to nie«-t d'AlcmlxTt and \m Harpe ; from the Due de Guinea; 
from d'Arp^nion, de Sausaure, etc. 




202 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1780 

histoiy; they were spent entirely at Berlin, except 
during very short excursions in the neighbourfaood ; and 
we gather from almost every letter that he was happier 
than he had ever been before. ^' Berlin is dull and in- 
sipid/' he wrotc^ ^' but that is nothing to me. I haie 
at home all that I require.'' His unusual regularity as 
a correspondent is remarked on by his Seunily and fiienda; 
and they in their turn are desired to write frequently of 
pleasant things to amuse ^^ Charlotte." ''My wife is 
so fond of your letters/' he wrote to Sir Oilberti ** that 
I can think of no better way of teaching her Eng^ 
than by begging you to write to her often, and to make 
her answer in English." Her picture was painted for 
Sir Gilbert^ and great were the discussions as to the 
backgrounds and hues of drapery which should do moat 
justice to her blue eyes and brilliant skin. '' If you take 
half as much charge of your wife's appearance as yoa 
did of mine/' said Mrs. Eden, '' I pity her from inj 
heart" >Vhether the family ever received this pictme 
or not remains untold ; but an unknown miniature found 
in a desk of my grandfather's, and given to me last year, 
agrees so entirely with the description in his letters of 
the looks and dress of his wife, when sitting for her 
portrait at this time, that we can have no doubt any 
longer as to whom belonged those long frdr curls and akj- 
blue draperies. The picture, in a curiously-woiked gold 
frame, is well preserved, but the back has been removed. 
It probably once contained hair, or a name or date. 

In looking over such a correspondence as this, the 
map of a whole life is unrolled before one. The starting- 
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point and the goal, the sunshine and the rain-cloudy are 
seen toother. The same glance shows us the cause 
and consequence of action, the visions of hope, and the 
experiences of reality, the growth and decay of fiiend- 
shifm, the rapid succession of gladness and grief; and 
thus, looking ** before and after,*' and pondering OTcr 
what might hare been, what has been, and what may be 
again, the thought rises in one's mind, that, if there be 
in other spheres B])ectators of these shifting scenes of 
life, they see few sadder sights on earth than the dawn 
of human joy. 

Mr. Elliot's home, with its beautiful young wife and 
its pleasant society, seems somewhat to hare effaced the 
Tisions of cots beneath a Lowland hill, among purling 
streams and green bowers, for in the course of 1 7H0 he 
wrote in very dissuasive tones to a brother diplomatist,^ 
who, like himself in former days, entertained notions of 
throwing up his foreign appointment to rusticate at home : 
— '^ Permit me to advise you to go to England before 
you resolve to ask for your retraite. Except you are 
master of £2(K>0 per annum, believe me, Engkmd is no 
place to l>e idle in. The very wear and tear of society 
is necesaary, and you will be miserable in any society but 
the best There is no medium. All those I saw who 
bad left the foreign line regretted it I repeat it 
— England is not the country for an idle man ; an idle 
duke with £20,000 a year s y cnnuie k p^rir ; judge how 
much more an idle gentleman with a mere sustenance 
must languish." 

* To Sir T. WrougliUm. 
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Berlin "was at this time a yeiy dull residence for 
any one seeking the pleasures of society. The growing 
infirmities of the King had increased the natural irri- 
tability of his temper to a d^ree which made him an 
object of dread to all who came within reach of his 
sudden outbreaks. 

Of the foreign ministers, as many as could kept at 
a distance from the Court; and when to general ill- 
humour was added a particular dissatisfoction with 
England/ Mr. Elliot found himself singled out for special 
marks of the King's ill-will. 

On the 2Sd May he wrote to Lord Stormont:— 
^^ The King has been on horseback these three last 
mornings before five o'clock, in the coldest weather ewt 
known m this season; I never saw him more active or 
in better spirits. Yesterday, at the lev^, he addreaaed 
himself principally to the French minister ; and, alter 
asking the news of the day, told Admiral Bjng's atoiy 
last war with more humour than I imagined that tragical 
event could have admitted ot The King, in his private 
conversation, often treats the &talitie8 our naval oflBoen 
ascribe to winds and weather as mere excuses for their 
own misfortunes or misconduct : ' Si j'avaia one flotte, 
je chasserais les vents de la mer,' is an ei^reerion hia 
Majesty made use of several times this winter, when he 
read the complaints of both sides against an enemy he 
believes often called in to the assistance of an unable or 

^ The late successes of the Court of Vienna at St. Peterabaig mtf 
supposed, at Berlin, to 1>c iu part due to the *' machinatioiia *' of Sir 
James Harris, English minister there. 
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unfrilling admiral. Yeflterdaj lie repeated that he did 
not conceive liow it nometiines happened that both 
French and EngliHh ' trouvaient le vent contraire' in 
their naval engaji^mentfl.''^ 

•' No one can tell," wrote my grandfather,^ " the 
misenr of appearing in public here in. moments of 
diHgrace and defeat In my public desitatches I 
dwell lei» upon the general ill-humour of the King, 
and his ])articular dissatisfaction with England, than 
I might be warrante<l to do, were it not an ungrateful 
taMk to exiM>se the weakness of humanity in prey 
to the infirmities of age and an irritable constitu- 
tion. It is sufficient to stiv tliat sudden starts of 
pasMon hurry him (the King) beyond the bounds 
of reason. In one of these Maltzahn was recalled; 
and since the Chancellors disgrace none of His 
Majesty s ministers count ui)on the stability of their 
places.** 

The recall of M. Maltzahn from London, and the 
appointment to that |Kwt of an '' ill-conditioned fellow, 
merely Uy spite the English cabinet,** gave occasion to 
one of Mr. Elliot s happiest repartees. '' >Vhat do they 
flay of in liondcm?" asked Frwlerick, tauntingly. 

* CapUin Klliot^ writing to hi?* nrphew Hugh aliont this time, ny*, 
** I alvavM iuiniin'd your king lutft gtMirral, And, fn>ni what you tell mr 
of hi4 MvingM, I cannot hrlp thinking ho would a1m> niakt* a in<«t excel* 
leut ailntiml. I wish to (iod he would conic here and i-oiunund our 
fleet : I Would m-rxi* under him i^ith more pleamre Uuui any Britiah 
■eaman. 1 think wt* hhould Iw )M*tt4.*r, too, if he ha<l the command «»f 
\toXh our House!* of Parliament, for uur d— d buaated cooatitation will 
•ink ui to the liottom of .'" 

■ To l»rd Stonn..nt, July 1780. 
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*' Digne rcpnSsentant dc Votrc Majesty ; " replied Mr. 
Elliot^ bowing to the ground.^ 

That the King's ministers were justified in their 
opinion of the precarionsness of the tenure by which 
they retained office, was proved in the course of the fol- 
lowing year by the sudden dismissal of Baron de Bonk 
— an event which caused a great sensation at the time, 
and is thus related by my grandfather : — 

'^ During my absence" — ^he and his wife had been on 
a visit to the charming Prince and Princess of Anhalt 
Dessau, who are quoted by him and others as models of 
every virtue — " during my absence a singular event Uxk 
place. I called on Baron Borck the night of my 
return to ask what news. ^ None of consequence to the 
public,' replied he, ' though there is a bit of news not a 
little interesting to myself — I this morning received vaj 
dismission.' Judge of my surprise! He was at that 
moment supposed to be in great favour, and was destined 
by the voice of the public to be named Minister of State. 
His ingenious wife had scraped together a motley troop 
of comedians who acted in his coach-house. Upon this 
theatre Baron Borck's fortune split. The king wrote to 
him : ^ Si vous voulez 6tre com^dien vous ne pouvei lesttf 
h, mon service ; il faut opter entre le th^tre et votre poste. 
lUpome — ^ Sire, Les incommodit^s de ma femme Tajant 
obligee de se renfcrmer chez elle, elle avait assemble qoel- 
quc actcurs qui donn^rcnt des representations sor un 
th^tre dans ma maison h, des socidt^s particuli^res.' — On 
ajouta qu'on les avait renvoy^s, et qu'on se flattait que Sa 

Moore's Joomals. 
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Miyest^ excuserait une inadvertence dont on n'aurait pas 
iti capable, h! on avait eu lieu de croirc qu'elle aurait 
iii d<kagr^ble k Sa Migeste. Seconde Uitre — ' Je tous 
prie de prendre voire cong6 au plus vite." To another 
correspondent Mr. Elliot says : — ^' On assure que le Pr^i- 
dent de Police avait donn6 avis que les ministres ^tran- 
gcn pavaient ; cette Uydre qui renait k tout instant k 
Berlin inalfifrd tons les efforts pour rexterminer. Cepen- 
dant je crois qull est avcird qu'ils n'ont jamais pay^ que 
de leurs personnes.'* 

Priests and academicians were made to feel the force 
of the royal will. On the 3()th May 1 7B0 the first were 
ordered to perform a mass^ and the second to assist at it, 
for the repose of the soul of M. de Voltaire I — a solemn 
satire, at which the s|)ectatorB, struck with a sense of its 
absunlitv, *' observed neither decorum nor decencv." 

The army came in for its share of the royal dis- 
pleasure. In June l/Hl Mr. Elliot wrote — ''The heat 
of this wann season causes severe sufferin|i^ among the 
tfO(»ps. The King has l)een less satisfied this year than 
usual with the garrison of Berlin, and has ordercil them 
fo be more severely exercised. An old officer lately 
threw himself in the King's way and aske<i for support 
Infirmities and age huil driven him out of the service. 
He could no longer bear the fatigue which had broken 
his constitution. The King answered that he must have 
recourse to his talents, and if these did not suffice, to 
the humanity of others. ' Vous voudriex que je demand- 
asse TaumAne ? H^ bien I je commence par m'addresser 
k Votrc Migest6 ; ' and, at the same time, stretched out 
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his hat m a suppliant posture. The King answered, 
^J'aurai soin de vous, mais ne le dites k persomie.* 
Indeeil^ the number of tliose reduced to the like dieiim- 
stances is incredible." 

The heats of summer passed, but the king^s temper 
did not cool ; and Mr. Liston, in the courae of the 
autumn^ wrote somewhat disrespectfully of His M^jestf, 
as follows : — " The old fellow was in perfect good humour 
the first day, and as cross as the devil the two last dm 
of manoeuvres. He was particularly seyere on the gein- 
d'armes — told them they had done nothing but Schtcem- 
reyen, that they were a parcel of Windbeutelsy BerUnM$ 
Hoflente, and so forth. They say his ill-humour wis 
much owing to a letter lie received by the Friday's poa( 
from Russia, in which the Empress b^, or rather in- 
sists, he will give regiments to the two princes of War 
temberg. He docs not wish to comply, and does not 
know how to refuse." ^ 

The absence of the usual splendours of a Court, and 
the extreme difficulty of even obtaining a sight of the 
King,-^ deprived Berlin during the last years of Fredoick 
the Great of the attractions which had drawn so manj 
young Englishmen to Germany in Mi. Elliot's etilj 
days. 

Of the group of gay young men who had met fiogether 

^ Mr. Liston, at Berlin 25th September 1781, to Mr. EDiot it 
Dessau. 

* No presentation could be made to the King except thitni^ tlw 
interest of some member of his small court at Potsdam. A foKJgB 
minister residing in Berlin could only give a letter of introductioB to 
one of these. 
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at Munich in the sommer of 1 775, three ^ were already 
sleeping '^ the sleep that knows no morrow;*' and the 
two MinrivorB, Mr. Elliot and Mr. Pitt, were settled down 
to the serious business of life — the latter as a pains- 
taking M.P., the former as a rang6 pire de fiunille ; the 
aerrices of Lacoste, that merriest of Scapins and best of 
hairdressers, were no longer required ; and a good I2ng- 
liah nurse was found to be the most important person in 
Ike household. In April 1781 Mr. Elliot's first child 
was bom — a daughter — ^to whom the Princess of Prussia 
and Lady Harris became godmothers. The Prince and 
the Princess of Prussia showed constant kindness to my 
grandfather ; and there are several letters from her in 
this correspondence, all very kind and gracious, but with 
one exception, scarcely interesting enough for insertion. 
Lady Harris's lively answer to a letter from her old 
Arienil Hugh, which he had iq>parently written in some- 
what solemn strain, to ask her sponsorship for his little 
daughter, is worth transcribing : — 

St. Petenhurg, May bth-lQth, 1781. 
My dear Brother — I received your epistle yesterday 
to my very great and agreeable surprise. This is, then. 
No. 1 of our correspondence ; God knows whether we 
shall ever get out of the teens, or indefnl into them. I 
look u{K>n your letter to be very much in the style of the 
Prodigal Son the two or three first days he spent at 
home. Tis written as if you had just returned from 
confession, and with all the humility of a sinner who has 

> Mr. llAnrry, Mr. SUnley, and Lord LindMr, aftenrardf Duke of 
ADcast^r. 

P 
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just been rebuked. Vou have^ howeyer, too bad an 
opinion of yourself^ for you have too good a heart (and, 
indeed, a head not amiss when it takes a right turn), not 
to be a good husband and a good &ther, as you hare 
always been a good son^ brother, and friend, though noir 
and then a teazing and a chagrining one. I readilv 
accept the offer of your daughter; she cannot £eu1 of 
being handsome, and, above all things, I flatter myself, 
tviJl have your nose, my dear old friend. I sometimea 
think over past times, and reflect that if anybody had 
told us when we sat upon my couch, you at my dck feet 
by my fireside in George Street, that in four years I 
should be writing to you from Petersbuig, to you a 
married man at Berlin, that we should have lodged 
upon them as wortliy of a strait waistcoat. All I can 
say is, that I can never be more attached to you, and 
wish you more sincerely well than I did then, and that 
this attachment will ever continue the same, and as tnilj 
as if you were my own brother. Your wife will alwajs, 
as such, be entitled to my regard. I do not doubt that 
she docs not want that motive for me to bestow it npcn 
her. You arc really very modest about the Prinoeas of 
Brunswick, for 'twas your cruelty drove her to admire 

P ; I fear his constancy is not so great as hen, 

indeed the object is not so worthy on his side. I write 
this, spending a solitary evening at home, a thing which 
appears very extraordinary to me who am little used to 
it. I have been ill a few days of fijjvre de fluxion, et k 
volage Harris is gone gadding for an hour or twa In 
general one sees a great deal of the world and its vani- 
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ties in this place, and I believe 'tis a better method of 
disgusting with them than all the common precepts. 
You ask me if England is my passion ; I answer, more 
so than erer, and m; ambition a small circle of friends, 
and a great part of that small number Elliots — I admit 
wtOing^j the domesticated ones, . • . Your brother is, as 
jou well know, the most perfect of human creatures ; he 
is one of the high finished works of the Creator. Maria 
is a good girl, but most excessive thoughtless and wants 
keeping in onler. As to His flxccUency, you may recol- 
lect we have talked him over now and then ; be is the 
same wolf, and I the same lamb as ever, but our fnend- 
•hip is notwithstanding as well cemented as that of those 
animals was in the golden age. Odd as we all are, we 
shall be very happy to spend a great deal of our time 
together. 

'' The Cobentzels^ are naturally well received here. 
They continue the same aversion for so^) and .water, 
and especially the gentleman, who since his mourning^ 
has been more ugly and dirty than ever. They give a 
Dumber of great dinners and suppers, and think to stop 
people s mouths, as house-robbers do mastiflb', by filling 
them. She ib extremely clever in her way ; but it is not 
a merciful one, and like justice, spares neither friend 
ttor foe. We live daily a great deal together, as indeed 
all the body are much united The Frenchman is not 
for Sir James, but by a mutual convention (you see I 

* M. de Cobrntz^l had boen the AastrUn minitter «t Berlin, and 
bftd Uulj gone from thence to St Petersburg. 

* Probeblj for the Emproi Qaeen. 
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make use of technical terms), his children come here, 
and I, Sir James's chUdy go to his house. The Ambassa- 
dors are forbidden fruit ; though, if that our mother Ere 
ate of was as little tempting, her faux pas ms inexcus- 
able indeed. Numbers of the Russians inquire after yoa 
with the greatest regard — Count Michel Romanaow, 
Count Simon Woronzow, M. de Barbarodka^ and a 
hundred others. 

'^ My children are well ; the boy begins to talk, and 
will be able to say soft things before your daughter can 
understand them. My ^rl is charming for nine months. 
God bless you I Je vous charge de bien des chosea de 
ma part h Madame Elliot ; pour ce qui est de M. Hairii, 
je lui laisse le soin de parler de lui-m6me. Si toos 
politiquez autant que lui, clle trouyera n'ayoir ipoad 
qu'une vieille gazette. — Ever yours most affectionate^ 

"H. M- Harbis.'* 
In the course of the summer of 1781, Sir Gilbot 
paid his brother a visit of a week, on his way tfarooi^ 
Berlin to Petersburg, whither he was hastening to eaoort 
his sister-in-law. Lady Harris, back to EngLand, her 
presence being required there on matters of family busi- 
ness. This visit was a great pleasure to both farotherSy 
and many allusions occur in the subsequent correqNnd- 
ence to the pleasing impression made on Sir Gilbert 1)J 
the beauty and agreeability of Hugh's wife, and ilia 
happiness of his home. Of Sir Gilbert Hugh wrote, 
" He appeared to me quite a ^ddy young man, at least 
ten years younger than myself, so prudent and steady 
have I become." Perhaps his account of himadf in ft 
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letter to Lady Harris, in which he answered some play- 
ful remarks on his former ways, was quite as near the 
truth : — '' After all/' he said, *^ I find nothing is so like 
an unmarried man as a married man." 

The paucity of English travellers in Berlin during 
the summer of 1781 is commented on by Mr. Elliot 
with some satisfaction — more than one legacy, in the 
shape of bad debts and dishonoured bills, having been 
left him in the previous year by his travelling country- 
men ; but two travellers passed through Berlin in the 
aumnier, who made no small sensation — the Bishop of 
Oanabruck (Duke of York), '' full of health and spirits, 
prodigious liandsoinc, and very civil ;'* and Baron Dims- 
dale, physician to the Empress of Russia, who came to 
Berlin by her desire, for the 8{>ecial purpose of inoculating 
the children of the IVince of Prussia. 

Mr. Elliot telh} the Banm s curious stoiy in a letter 
to the Baronne de Wrcch : — '' Vn homme singulier a 
qoittd cette capitale avant hier — n^ Quaker, il r6va une 
belle nuit c)u*il doiendrait Baron; qu*il recevrait en 
grus et en ddtail vingt-trois millcs livres steriing, et cinq 
cent livres steriing par an ; qu il dinerait avec des Em- 
pereuiH et des Im{kSratrices ; qu*il serait membre du 
Pariement d^Vngleterre ; qu il porterait bourse et ^p^, 
et qu*il ne dirait plus ni Tu ni ToL Les Quakers, see 
Gonfrtres, lui dirent — Mon ami, tu n'es ni beau ni blanc, 
ni jeune ni grand ; tu radotes, ne oonte plus tes rfives. 
Le rfiveur a ccfiendant eu raison. Le Baron Dimsdale 
ncrnt d'arriver pour la seconde fois de la Russie, chaig6 
<le toutes les richesscs dont la magnificence de llmp^ra- 
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trice Fayait foumL De plus il portait une lettre pour le 
Prince de Prusse^ le recommandant comma lliomme le 
plus dignc d'inoculer les hdritiers de cette monarchie.' 

Luckily for the Prussian dollars, the children had 
hee^ inoculated, and the Baron's services were not 
required. 

While Berlin offered so little to amuse my grand- 
father and his lively gossip-loving c6terie, letters tnm 
abroad were particularly welcome ; and, before coming 
to the more interesting ones from England, it may be 
worth while to glance at the correspondence he kept vf 
at this period, with unusual regularity, with some of hb 
brother diplomatists at foreign courts. 

From Sir James Harris he heard constantly. I have 
already transcribed some passages from the letters th^ 
interchanged while Mr. Elliot's matrimonial afiaira were 
pending, and the more serious and oi&cial portions of 
the correspondence are of little interest now ; but tlie 
general opinions entertained by so clever a man as Sir 
J. Harris of the Russian court and country are cniioiii 
and entertaining, more especially as he was personally 
au mieux in that court, treated with distinction by the 
Empress, and high in the confidence of Potemkin. 

After writing on private concerns, he goes on, in one 
of his letters, as follows : — 

" Now for a word on this country : You know iti 
extent, its high reputation — ^nothing but great deeds an 
done in it. 

^' The monarch is an arrant woman — a vain, npdii 
woman — with more masculine than manly viitaes^ and 
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more female vices than weaknesftes. The men in high 
life, monkevH grafted on beam ; and those in lower, bears 
not inoculated. Religion^ virtue, and morality, nowhere 
to be found ; honour cannot be expressed in this lan- 
guage. There Lb no reward for good actions, though 
immense liberality, ill bestowed ; no punishment for any 
crimes. The face of the country in this neighbourhood 
is a desert ; the climate never made to be lived in. The 
RuAHians are, in my opinion, very great, because they 
are inaccessible ; and from the mere local advantages of 
being able to furnish other nations with more articles 
than they need receive fmin them. You will naturally 
suppose living here not very comfortable ; but I am sure 
of go(Hl society at home. Knaves and fook are as gooil 
company in u crowd as saints and philosophers.** 

In other letters he talks of the magnificent dimen- 
sions of the apartments, and the reckless exi)enditure of 
the court and nobility — the profuse splendour of their 
grand entertainments, contrasting painfully with the 
utter want of finish ainl of comfort in their every-<lay 
habits and arrangements, and the squalid poverty meet- 
ing one at every turn. " Force pierreries, pen de linge" 
might Iiave been the motto of the Russian empire at this 
|ieri<Ml. 

In the autumn of l/BO the IVince of Prussia had 
been sent by his uncle to St Petersbuig, in the hope that 
his soldier-like presence and manners might efiace the 
ini|>reHHi(>n which had been made on Catharine by the 
graceful appearance and somewhat romantic air of the 
Em|)en>r of Austria, who, as Count Falkenstein, had 
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visited the Imperial Court some time before. Then 
hopes were, however, frustrated, and Sir J. Harris wrote 
to Mr. Elliot, on the 12th September 1780, the fidlow- 
ing amusing accoimt of the Prince's want of sucoess :— 

'^ He appears to her heavy, reserved, and awkward, 
and her reception struck him as but formal and unpro- 
mising. The Empress, usually very talkative, took no 
further notice of him last evening than decency and 
common attention required. He has too much good 
sense to believe those who would make him believe he 
has no cause for dissatisfaction. He has no ocMifidenoe 
in his suite, and justly considers them as spies set out 
about him by his uncle. 

'^ On Sunday she broke off abruptly her card-party, 
and, as I was sitting next her, gave me to understand it 
was because she was worn out by the silliness ci the 
Prince of Prussia, who sat on the other side of her. 

^^ The Prince de Idgne,^ on the other hand, is received 
with uncommon distinction. 

^^ The Prince continues to be a dead weight on the 
Empress, and she has at la^t ordered her private secie- 
taiy to tell M. de Panin very plainly that he mut 
contrive to get him away soon, as she felt that if he 
stayed much longer she might say something rode to 
him. However strange this may appear, I can aasiue 
you it is fact, though I believe no one bat myself b 
acquainted with it. In public she treats him with a 
coolness and reserve quite foreign to her character.** 

Another Imperial Court furnished iiK»e cheeifiil 

* Austrian Minister. 
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aubjecta for deiM^ription ; and the letters of M. Cl<^ment, 
minister of Saxony at the Court of Vienna, written in 
the couree of the autumn of 1781, seem to hare been 
welcomed with especial favour by the £uuily party (which 
included Mr. liston) at Berlin. 

For Vienna and its society my grand&ther always 
retained a sort of Jirst-love sentiment ** Je yous avoue/' 
be said, '^ que je n'ai jamais trouvci do s^jour depuis oil 
je me suis autant plu qu'k Vienne, peut-6tre aussi tu 
par le m^um de la sant6, de la gaiety, et de la jeunesse. 
Parleit-moi dcs plaisirs, des promenades, dcs fenunes, 
pour phiirc k la mienne." To this letter M. Clement 
rrplics — '' Les grandes rillcs sc ressemblcnt si fort par Ic 
genre et le ton de la Boc\ii6 cfu'll n*y a rien de piquant 
cm d*extraordinaire dans celle oil je me troure. Les 
bommes dici, gi^n<^ralcmcnt pariant, sont encore fort en 
arri^re pour les lumii^res ct les agrdmens de Tcsprit 
Leurs conversations sont par cons<k)uence fort s^hes — 
elles roulent sur le jeu, sur les plus misdrables nouvellcs 
da jour, sur les chcvaux, et, parmi ceux qui veulent &ire 
lee entendus, sur les arts. Les hommes les plus dignes 
d'etre connus se trouvent dans le militairc, et sont pour 
bi plupart dcs <^trangers. ViiAt civil n*en ofire que trts 
pen. Les feinmes valent infiniment mieux. Sans avoir 
beaucoup de fonds dies ont pour la plupart ce vemiB qui 
lee rend agn^ables, int^ircssantes mfime pour la soci^t^L 
Les dames qui donnent le ton dans la bonne compagnie 
de \a premiere classe sont tr6s aimables. II fiiut vous 
oommer Mesdamcs de Thun, Peigen, la Princesse Fran- 
^isc IJchtenstein, la Princesse Charle Uchtenstein, la 




218 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [17S1 

Comtesse Ernest Kaunitz^ etc. etc., qui toutes poasddait 
dcB qualitcs cssentielles ct brillantes. Panni lea jeirnes 
dames il n y en a gui^res qui seraient des prodiges par h 
beautd. Je ne saurais vous en citer aucune qui ait par- 
tagd dc V6nus la forme et la cointure comme la beaat^ 
qui fait le bonheur de vos jours. 

'^ D'ailleurs il rfegne dans toutes les sod^tds beauooi^ 
d'aisance. Point de roideur, ni de hauteur ni d'etiquette, 
moins m&me que dans la capitale de Brandebouig, a 
yant^e par sa philosophic et son triomphe but les pri- 
jug^s. L'on nc pent en accuser que quelques-unes da 
Princesses dc Tempire qui se trouyent id, et que Fon 
nomme d'apr^s unc grande autorit6 par derision 'b 
Nous,' Les assembldcs ont lieu tons les joars dans ki 
maisons de la grande noblesse, oil tous ceux qui y soot 
pr^sent^s ont la permission de se rendre, dommage q« 
lorsque trois pcrsonnes sont assemble dans un endnnt) 

I on ne pent se dispenser d'ayoir les cartes k tdmoiiL 
est yrai que la conyersation ne se soutiendrait gn^re^ fl 
y a si pen de pcrsonnes qui j foumiraient quelque chose. 

II n'cst jamais question de souper, mais tous les joonnn 
certain nombre de pcrsonnes est inyit^ h diner. As 
reste, cettc soci6t<i est la seule qui peut passer poor 
y^ritablcmcnt int^ressante ; elle n'est propiement com- 
post que du corps diplomatique et d'un certain nombie 
des pcrsonnes de la >ille et de la cour, les deux tiers dn 
rcste de la soci6t6 n'y paraissant jamais. L'on &it en 
g^n^ral unc trfes grande d^pense ici — fintMenr des 
maisons, le nombre des cheyaux et des domestiqaes^ mO" 
tout les officicrs d'hCtcl, demandent de fortes sammfls." 
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After describing the beauties of the Prater^ the Au- 
Kartell, and other places of resort at Vienna, M. Clement 
foes on, " Pourtant, le nombre des promeneurs et pro- 
leneuses n'est pas considerable ici — les femmes ^tant 
^cup^ le matin de leurs toilettes et de la devotion, et 
^lig^es d'Stre habill^es les aprfes diners pour aller sc 
ontrer le soir aux spectacles ou aux assembles, leurs 
loux sont superbes," 

In another letter M . Clement describes the arrival of 
^ Count and Countess de Nord : — " Nous poss^dons 
'I>iiis huit jours M. le Comte et Madame la Comtesse 
^ Nord.^ L'Empereur n'^pargne rien, ni en d^penses, 

en attentions d^licates sur tout ce qui puisse les 
^aser et les int^resser. Son projet est de ne pas les 
-cabler par une foule turbulente de parties de plabir, 
t de leur laisser some part of their time to be spent in a 
>fnfortable way. Le Grand Due et la Grande Duchesse 
Drtent souvent seuls pour voir les choses les plus re- 
larquables dans cette capitale. Toute Etiquette et 
$ne est bannie de leur mani^re de vivre ici. II n'y a 
oint de cour chez eux, il ne s'est pas mSme fait des 
r^ntations en r^gle des personnes d'ici et des Strangers, 
je lendemain de leur arriv^e tout le monde a pass^ k la 
orte du Comte et de la Comtesse du Nord, pour y 
orter des cartes. Suivant Fintention de TEmpereur, 
as yisites ont ^t^ rendues de mSme, M. le Comte du 
Tord ayant pass^ h, quelques portes lui-m§me, et ayant 
nToy^ h, d'autres ses cartes, Le jour du bal par^ I'Em- 
ereur a pr^sent^ k ces Altesses Imp^riales les Ambassa- 

Grand Duke Paul of Russia, and his wife a Princess of Wurtemberg. 
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deurs, Ministres^ Gdndraux, etc. Lea Altesaes Ruaaes 
et Wurtembergeoises dinent ct soupent r^guli^iement 
ensemble — rEinpereur et rArchiduc Maxiinilien soot 
quelquefois dc la partie. Enfin tout Ta comme il plait 
au Seigneur — sans Mre beaucoup de projets et d'anange- 
ment, et tout le mondc est content except6 quelques sots 
hupp^s, qui font les importants, et ne se trouTent ptf 
assez distingu^s dans cette occasion. Les Ministm 
etrangers du second ordre ne sont pas des mieax tnitfr 
— ^il n est nulle part question d'eux^ il n'y a que les Am- 
bassadeurs auquels on fait un peu finesse. ILs ont waofi 
au dernier bal de Schoenbrunn, 5. la table de I'Emperenr, 
oil se trouvaient les princii)aut6s de Russie, de Wurtem- 
berg, et cellos de Tempire — c'est-k-diie^ des piemiinB 
inaisons^ tclles que Saxe, Mecklenbouig, etc Cette flMe 
etait belle — rilluniination, la quantit6 et la quality des 
plats, des vins, et des rairiulchisscmentBy tout ^tait dans 
le meillcur ordre possible. II y ayait plusieurs qoadrilleB 
composes de diffdrentes soci^t^ de la yille, habillto en 
matelotS; en gucrriers, en Hongrois, en Co68aqiie& Ln 
guerriers Teniportaient sur les autres par la beauts et lea 
agrdmens des femmes qui se trouvaient dans oette ao- 
ci6t^ ; Myladi Derby en 6tait. L'intention de rEmpereor 
de n'admettre k ce bal que des personneB d'on dehm 
agr6able n'a pas ^t^ tout 5. fait remplie. An restei il j 
manquait aussi cette toumure gaie sans laquelle eea 
flutes n'amusent pas jusqu'au bout." 

Of the Emperor Joseph, M. Clement writes : — " Son 
gouvemement est digne dc la plus giande attention. 
L'Empereiu' donue les plus belles ordonnanceB pour 
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r^cononiic dc hca finances, pour radministration int^ 
rirarey et pour la propagation dcs lumiferea parmi sa 
nation. II nV a ricn de plus franc, et de plus popu- 
laiie, que sa manibre de vivro et sea converBationa. 
Toute contrainte et toute Etiquette est bannie de sa cour. 
II n'y parait en public que lea Dimanches matin en 
aoriant de la mesne. 11 n*j h plus de hk^ptions k la 
Cour oh les dames assistent II Tient de choisir, parmi 
lea 1325 chanihellans de sa cour, 36 qui resteront atta- 
ch^ k sa personne, et jouiront de quelques prdrogatives 
que lea autrcs n auront pas — c'est une distinction qu*il a 
▼oulu marquer k ceux ((u^il a nommiki." 

In these letters of M. Clc^ment there arc many pas- 
aages which show the estimation in which Mr. Elliot*s 
•ocietT was held by those who had opportunities of 
linng in it : '' Oil rctrouverai-je le charme do nos entre- 
taens ? — Ija socii^Ui d^licicuse de la ch^re famillo anglaiae 
k Berlin ne se retrouve nulle part;"* and such exprea- 
aioiis are not peculiar to M. Cli^ment, for among maases 
of letters from Knglish travellem, Russian princes, 
G^nnan and French diplomatists, soldiers and sarans, 
there arc few in which no allusions arc made to my 
grandfather s remarkable superiority of mind, to his 
powers of conversation, and his charm of manner ; while 
Mra. Elliot s beauty, and Mr. Liston s good sense, are 
not forgott^in. Wit and gaiety, and kindness and ease, 
combine<l to make wx^iety delightful under the roof of 
the English legation at Berlin. 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

1780 to 1782. 
LONDON AND BERLIN. 

The two years which liad been spent by my grandGeidier 
in the tranquillity of a happy home had not been 
uneventful ones to his family in England. The fint 
letter written to Hugh by Sir Gilbert^ a few days after 
the fonner had set out for Berlin^ told him of Rodney's 
victory off Cape St Vincent (16th Januaij 1780), and 
of the distinction gainecl by Captain Elliot^ in the 
action ; and the same letter describes the efiect produced 
on tlic writer by Mr. Burke's great speech on the altera- 
tion of tlie Crown Revenues — " a speech worthy of i 
true patriot." Tlie naval action has been recorded in all 
subsequent histories of the time^ and it is hardly needful 
to repeat here the rumours^ the fears^ and the hopee, 
which agitated the public mind in rapid succession before 
the event had been fully ascertained^ or to dwell on the 
triumph with which tlie first five prizes were hailed a8» 
under the charge of the America, they hove in sight off 
the Lizard. Burke's great speech on the alteration of 
the Crown's Revenue and influence was a triumph of 
another kind^ no less well-known to all students of 

^ John Elliot, son of the Lord Justice-Clerk. 
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Elnglish history ; but, on account of its subsequent influ- 
ence on the political sentiments and connections of the 
two brothers, it may be less rapidly passed over here. 

At the time of their father's death, Gilbert and Hugh 
Elliot had formed no political connection of their own ; 
Gilbert had come into Parliament a very few months 
before ; Hugh hail alrcaily for some time been resident 
on the continent Tlie former was following the law as 
a profession, the profession of the second removed him 
from the influence of English politics, but kept him in 
relation with the party in power. Hugh, high-spirited 
and full of leal for the military honour of the country, 
naturally sided with those politicians who were ileter- 
niine<l to resist to the last any dismemberment of the 
empire, and who spumc<l a policy of conciliation arising 
out of the necessities of our position and our military 
fiulurca. GiU)crt, on the other hand, was not formed by 
nature to be a thon)ugh-going party man. Like Trc- 
▼anion in '* The Caxtons,*' he was apt to see the gold 
side of the shield, while his i>arty were still swearing it 
to be silver. \Mien a ''patriotic Duke*' spoke to him, 
with evident glee, of the disasters of our army in 
America, he felt ilisgusted with the factious spirit which 
lfx>ked for parliamentary triumph in the humiliation of 
the country. But when Charles Fox nuMle one of his 
splendid orations, when Burke brought all the power of 
his great intellect to the exposition of liberal principles. 
Sir Gilbert could not, like Hugh, look on these men as 
mere checks on the action of Government, or, like Mr. 
Eden, as ouU trying to be iiw. 
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A graduaJIy-growing despair of the home policy with 
regard to the colonies^ an eyer-increaamg distrust in the 
capacity of the men who guided the counsels of the 
country^ a distaste for the tone and views of the sup- 
porters of GoYcmmenty became more and more ^>parent 
in his letters. But^ on the other hand, the parly in 
power was the only one which, in defiance of fiEulurei still 
professed to believe in the possibility of recoyering the 
colonies, and refused '^ to tarnish the lustre of the empire 
by an ignominious surrender of its rights."^ While 
under the influence of these doubts and misgivings Sa 
Gilbert seems to have held somewhat aloof from the 
more active portion of his brother M.P.'s, and this bad 
long been matter of regret to his friends ; but the BpdoA 
of Mr. Burke, on Economical Reform, in the opening of 
the year 1 780, decided him at once to '' take part in a 
business with which,'' he wrote, '' I am captivated;" and 
from that time his relations with Burke became thoee of 
the most cordial intimacy. In the summer of 1780 the 
Gordon riots took place, and in Mr. Eden's opinion they 
produced a more general desire for union, coa2Moii,ihaB 
he ever remembered to have seen before. The Qennaa 
stoiy of the imps who would not be re-conjured into their 
bottle had received some practical illustrations doriiq^tiie 
scenes of riot with which London for days had been filled; 
and while there were military encampments in the paifa 
to keep the people quiet, many notable leaders of pailia- 
mentary strife were disposed to mutual forbearance, rather 
than to further agitation of the public mind* 

* Lost speccli of Lord Chatham. 
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P&riiament was dissolved in October, and long before 
that the Elliots had set off for Minto ; but not this time 
with Isabella. She, who in brighter days had thought 
the annual visit to Minto " a great breach of society," 
now remained in London in a pied k terre which she 
twA. for herself in Chesterfield Street '' Though I shall 
now be under a roof of my own, I shall continue to find 
in the society of my brother and Maria my best happi- 
ness when they are within reach. My house is the 
sweetest small place in the world, neat and elegant, and 
seems made purposely for me ; and I hare the Edens 
ml ways close at hand."^ But before the year closed Mr. 
Eden was appointed to the Irish Secretaryship, and went 
with his family to reside in Ireland ; and in the follow- 
ing April, 1 781, Isabella writes that '' they are living, by 
their own account, in the greatest bustle for five days of 
every week, and the other two they shut themselves up 
in a house they have in Phoonix Park, and see not a soul 
but themselves, the children, the dogs, and cats, and 
poultiy. They are very well liked in Ireland." London 

not without its share of bustle too, the Opera-house 
to overflowing by the attraction of Vestris's won- 
derfiil dancing. '' Tlie Queen has given two balls, which 
were confined, in point of ladies, to the peerage. They 
were, I am told, very pleasant ones, but a vast deal 
of dancing. They began at nine and did not finish 
till five in the morning; and every creature was ob- 
liged to dance evciy dance both up and down. I saw 
somebody the next day, whose feet were so bUstered 

* Imbelk Elliot to Hugh Elliot 
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that Bhe could hardly stand. Cumberland Home u 
open to everybody who chooses to go. The Dnchen is 
very much liked, and. will, I daresay, be a popnhr 
character." 

While Isabella was thus writing to her brother of the 
amusements of London, Sir Gilbert was on the roid to 
Berlin, where, as we have already seen, be visited Hugh 
on his way to St Petersbuig to escort Lady Hanis to 
England; *' a bit of knight-errantiy" which his aster 
was slightly disposed to laugh at However, this tiip 
gave Isabella an opportunity of congratulating Huf^ oq 
the charming impression which Sir Gilbert brou^t home 
of his new sister, of Hugh's home, and of the htb} 
'^ Isabella," who promised to be a brunette, and to hvt 
a nose as straight as Hugh's. 

Sir Gilbert had no doubt much to see, to hear, ui 
to tell at Berlin ; and before the brothers parted tk; 
had an opportunity of comparing their moro brilliaiitlolv 
in life with that of poor Bob, from whom they tecmi 
at this time a '' tragi-comical epistle," descrilniig bis 
country living as '^ the most solitary place in the worid-- 
not a soul to converse with, the only disturbance to ibj 
meditations the barking of a dog, and the cawing of t 
rookery; a supper of cold mutton and roasted potatoes 
He was in despair, and '^ could think of nothing but 
matrimony with some woman who could talk," to fod 
whom he was going instantly to York, where he bid 
heanl of such an one, " very fat and good-natured-** 
have in time a good deal of money." It is described. 
" on the whole, as a vciy monng letter." 
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Parliament met in Noyember, and, as usual, was the 
signal for a general move to London. Sir Gilbert, Lady 
Elliot, and Lady Harris, settled themselves together 
under his roof in Park Street Isabella returned from 
visiting various old friends near London, and re-esta- 
blished herself in her tiny house, where her many pur- 
suits, and the society of her family and friends, made her 
quiet life a contented and cheerful one. 

Early in December a debate, which ensued on a 
motion of Sir G. Lowther's, proved the House to be 
agreed on the war in America, and that though it might 
continue some time longer for other reasons, no further 
attempt would be made to recover the dominion or 
resist the independency of the Colonies. 

Towards the middle of the month a gleam of cheer- 
fulness was thrown over the political horizon by the 
mtelligence that Sir Eyre Coote had won a great victoiy 
over Hyder Ali — news not the less grateful to the English 
minister at Berlin, because the late successes of that 
potentate had given rise to a passage of arms between 
himself and the King. " For some time the relations 
between England and Prussia had not been cordial, and 
Frederick showed his bad humour by not addressing a 
word to Mr. Elliot at several successive levies. Mr. 
Elliot was indignant and burning to be revenged. When 
at length, on the arrival of intelligence that Hyder Ali 
had made a successftil and destructive inroad into the 
British territories in the Camatic, Frederick broke his 
long silence, asking — * M. Elliot, qui est ce Hyder Ali 
qui sait si bien arranger vos affiEures aux Indes?' Elliot 
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promptly replied — ' Sire, c'est un yieux despote qm » 
beaucoup pill^ ses voisinB, mais qui, Diea merci, oom- 
mence h radoter.' Mr. Elliot related tiiiB anecdote to 
my informant with much exultation, adding — ' %, H 
was a revenge that Satan might have enyied.'*^ Ajid 
Satan's envy might have reached its acm^ when the 
news of Hyder Ali's reverses produced an ebuUition rf 
spite from the King which gave Mr. Elliot an opening 
for a second and no less ready rejoinder. Commenting 
on the expressions of gratitude to Providence wbid 
accompanied the official narrative of Sir Eyre CSoote's 
victory, the King remarked — ^'^ Je ne savais pas que b 
Providence flit de vos alli^'' " Le seul, Sire, que now 
ne payons pas,"^ was the reply. 

The first news of Admiral Eempenfeldfs action with 
the French fleet off Brest was hailed in London as i 
great naval victory ; but though he had succeeded ii 
carrying off part of a convoy bound for the West Indiei 
from under the guns of a French fleet hr outnumberiog 
his own, yet, when subsequent details were known, it 
was found that the success was a partial one, and thit 

' I am indebted for thiB anecdote to the kindneis of Sir Job 
M'NeilL The late Loid Fortescue used to teU the stoiy, withMB> 
slight differences, as having been related to him by hii finther, wiu^ 1 
believe, was present at the scene. 

* This repartee has been attributed by Thi^banlt to Sir Aodnv 
Alitchell, the predecessor of Mr. Harris at Berlin. I have always kfl"* 
ever, been told that Thi^bault had been in error, and that it vai ■><^ 
on the occasion described in the text Thi^bault's memory wai lOB^ 
times at fault Thus he places the mission of Mr. Elliot between tboie 
of Sir A. Mitchell and Mr. Harris, whereas Mr. Elliot sncoeedfid lb- 
Harris. 




1781] LETTER FROM CAPTAIN BLUOT. 339 

the action, by leaving the French fleet unharmed, could 
haTC no effect upon the war. 

The following letter addressed to Sir Gilbert, an4 
enclosed by him to his brother, may be read with in- 
terest, as haying been written by a very gallant sailor 
who took part in the battle. 

'' Edgar, lith December 1781. 

" My dear Sir Gilbert — I have only time to write 
you a line to say that I, and everybody in this ship, are 
perfectly well after being shot at half-an-hour by the 
Triomphant (they say) ; except a few shots in our masts, 
sails, etc, the only misfortune that attends us is, the 
poor cow has lost her milk. On the 12th, at daylight, 
we saw a large fleet of ships, which we stood for, and 
found one squadron of them, four sail of the line, with 
a great many ships under their convoy. A few miles to 
the seaward of them there was a fleet of the line regularly 
drawn up ; we stood in between the two fleets, and took 
twenty or thirty of the transports, victuallers, etc, but, 
from the badness of the weather, the shortness of the 
day, and, above ull, the nearness of the enemy's line, we 
could not take |>osses8ion of them all, nor do wo know 
how many wc have ; nine is the most we have seen at a 
time, though, as several of our own ships are amissing, 
we arc in ho|)e8 we shall have several more. The time 
I had the action with the Triomphant was when the 
convoy pushed down to join the line. I think the com- 
iiian<lcr-in-chicf did wondrous well to get a part of the 
convoy from so superior a force, for they are what you 
see endorsed — we, twelve of the line— via. six of three 
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docks^ four of 74, a 64, and a 60 ; out of the line-oM 
of 81, four frigates, and a firensliip. All the 13lh n 
continued in sight of each other, the two lines mt- 
noeuyring ; and if we had not got the inclosed list bm 
the prisoners, I believe the admiral would have engaged 
them. If we had, we must have had a bad hand of it^ 
as they were nearly double of our force, for there were i 
great many frigates and armed ships not mentioned h 
the list — one we took of 24 guns. — J. Elliot."^ 

'' Park Street, ISth Deoember 1781. 
'^ My dear Hugh — In addition to the enclosed letter^ 
I must add that Sir Richard Pearson, who is in town 
from the fleet, says that the Edgar, by her situatieii is 

^ In 1760 Captain Elliot had greatly distinguished himself bftbr 
capture of the " pigmy fleet" of M. Thnrot, who, in the command d 
tlirec privateers, had made descents on the coasts of Scotlaud tad Ir^ 
land, burning two of His Mtgesty's ships. Captain EUioti ind tbe 
frigates under his command, came up with the invaders in the Chtnidt 
captui-wl them, and took them into the Isle of Man. H. Wilpok 
i^-riting to Sir Horace Mann, March 4, 1760, says — " You will ttt the 
bhort detail of the action in the Gazette, but, as the letter was wiitm 
by Captain Elliot himself, you will not see there that he, with bilf 
the number of Tliurot's crew, boarded the latter's vessel — Thort* 
was killeiL " One of the guns taken from his vessel is now prwtfw* 
at Minto. 

Tlie following letter from the baililf at Minto to the then propiie^* 
the Lonl Justioe-Clerk, father of Captain £lliot and of Sir Gilbet 
(afterwanls third baronet of Minto), shows the estimation in ^^ 
their 8er>-ic'es were relatively held by some of their countrymen. 

** My Ijoti[ — I got to this place on Friday last, and as I passed U** 
ton 1 joiniKl company with three merchants from Wcstuiuirland, •*** 
travled with them to Moffat. After asking one another our pUf<* " 
abodo. they asked me if Capt Elliot was any freind of your l^'* 




^^^2J CAPTAIN ELLIOT. 231 

^he line^ was the leading ship, and considerably ahead 
of the rest of the fleets that she came^ in following her 
course, directly on the Triomphant (Chevalier de Van- 
dreuil), a three-decker, which, on her approach, prepared 
to rake her, but that Captain Elliot, by a manoeuvre, 
received the broadside on his bows in such a manner as 
to leave little damage, and then ran immediately dose 
under the counter of the Triomphant, and poured his 
whole broadside into her in such a direction, and so near 
to her, as to do her extraordinary damage. The rest of 
the engagement with this ship I cannot describe ; Cap- 
tain Elliot, you see, says nothing of what he has done 
himself. The Triomphant is understood to have suffered 
extremely, some of her masts said to be carried away. 
She was got into the midst of the French fleet, and thus 
protected fix)m further action, etc. etc — G. Elliot." 

Several of the transports were afterwards retaken by 
the French, and only five are said to have arrived in 
England. 

The year 1782 began in gloom in the political world, 
and my grandfather s own private bark was rapidly drift- 
ing into troubled seas. Thi^bault, perhaps, is our best 
guide here, though he only gives the gossip of Berlin 
when he talks of the clouds which, at an early period of 

after telling them that he was your son, one of them said that he believed 
you had another son in the Treasoury who made a figour in the House 
of Commons, I told them that you had, and that he was as useful] a 
man in his way as the Capt., * Dam it,* answered one of them, * he may 
spcake all his days befor he can serve his counterie as much as Capt. 
Elliot has done, especiaUy in his taking Thourot* 

** Tnos. Tuknbull." 
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Air. Elliot's married lifc^ began to obscure the light of 
home — " Heureux par sa femme," he says, '' il ne fiit 
d'abord occup^ que du soin de la rendre ^alement 
heureuse^ et il eut recours pour cela h tous les mojens 
que sa fortune et ses reflexions lui foumirent; il Im 
procurait les agr^mens de la soci^t^ les plus conYenahleSy 
il choisissait et variait les compagnies qu'il FBSsemblait 
autour d'elle ; mais en m§me temps il cherchait k loi 
faire acqu^rir quelques talens> et k lui former I'esprit et 
le coeur. Par malheur^ cette jeune dame si belle ^tait 
bom^, caprieieuse^ et ent^t^, autant que Taine et 
coquette. Les le9ons Tennuyferent, et elle finit par ne 
plus rcceyoir qu'avec humeur et duret^ les representa- 
tions les plus amicales." Mr. Elliot's own letters shew 
that he, who had been used to the companionship of 
women with both heads and hearts, had early formed 
the project '^ dc lui former Tesprit et le cceur." But 
unluckily Mrs. Glass's &mous receipt is as invaluable 
when dealing with hearts and heads as with hares ; and 
my grandfather sat down to prepare a dish, of which lie 
had still to catch the main ingredients. The child seenu 
to have been a source of pleasure and amusement to 
both ; and its sayings and doings are recorded reiy toOj 
for the benefit of relations at home, though they can lij 
no means rival in quality or quantity the nurseiy tales 
sent out to Berlin by Mrs. Eden, whose rapidly increaB- 
ing family of daughters occupied most of her time and 
thoughts. 

In March 1782 the manage of Berlin was momentaril|j 
increased by the birth of a second child, a boj, who died 
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mlmost immediatelyy to the great grief of Mr. EHIiot ; and, 
while still suifcriiig from this disappointment, and from 
anxiety about his wife's state of health and spirits, political 
erents in Kngland were preparing for him the most seTere 
check which he had yet met with. Early in March he 
received the following letter from his brother : — 

''Park Street, 5th March 1782. 
''Yon will have observed the gradual progress of 
the propositions for peace, at least with America, since 
the capture of Lord Comwallis. Such an event would 
have been a veiy poor reason, if it stood alone, for de- 
tarnining a nation to give up its purpose, especially a 
purpose so just and so essential as the recovery of 
America. But so many years' war with so little success 
had already produced their effect on opinions here, and 
this last signal event became the occasion, although not 
the cause, on which those opinions began to show them- 
selves pretty generally. Accordingly, in the debates 
nothing more was heard from any quarter of the hope 
or even possibility of succeeding in the American object ; 
while several persons considerable in the administration 
began to speak plainly their disinclination to that war, and 
the de8|Kiir of its issue, — such were Rigby, and the Lord 
Advocate for Scotland. Lord 6. Germaine prepared his 
retreat, as I think I mentioned to you at the time, and the 
qrmptoms of a general revolution in measures become so 
nuuiifctit, that, without inspiration, you wiU find by turning 
to my fonncr letters, I have been a true prophet I then 
tol<l you my own opinion, and on that opinion I have 
siDcc acted by voting for General Conway's first address, 
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wUch was rejected by a minority of one in a veij fiill 
House^ and by voting and speaking for the second, whidi 
was carried by 19. There are, I think, some objectioiM 
to that address ; but there were reasons, too, which maj 
be left to your own conjectures, which did, in my opinioii, 
render an explicit declaration of Parliament and of the 
nation extremely necessary, and which, I think, out- 
weighed the general objections to such a measure, and 
the particular defects of this one. The spirited dedan- 
tions of a people at the commencement or diuing tk 
progress of a war, produce good efiects on the prosecih 
tion of the war itself; but it must be confessed thtt 
complaints of burthens, and impatience for peace, jho- 
duce the contraiy effects on a negotiation for petcCi 
This observation is made stronger by the wording of 
Geueral Conway's resolution and address, and ten tiiiiei 
more so by the resolution voted last night (4th Mardi); 
and this is the more to be regretted, as I think Rofii- 
mcnt might have avoided this evil without losing tk 
proposed effect of their measures ; bat I daresay jot 
remember England well enough to know how diflhmltit 
is to frame any measure free from objection, lihm 
twenty persons are to be the authors of hardly so mnj 
words. 

'' Pray tell me whether this concession to Ameriei 
may not make a change in the politics of Europe, b 
some quarters of Europe we have had fiEur words ; bit 
I confess I brought home the idea that oU Europe 
favoured the independency of America, and looked to 
the chance of some advantage in such a revolntion. • . « 
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You auk me what will be the effect of all this at home. 
I really do not know, and I assure you, upon my honour, 
I have not thrown away a thought on the subject 

** Tlie gnind principle of distinction and separation 
between parties (the American dispute) is now re- 
moTed. There is at least an opportunity, therefore, for 
coalition, without the sacrifice of former principle on 
either side. That the opportunity may not be lost by 
the damned intricacies of arrangements, private interests, 
and personal considerations, should be the prayer, morn- 
ing and evening, of cveiy true lover of his countiy. All 
the ability of tlie country united to direct all the re- 
floufces of the couiitiy to one good end, is a pn)si)ect 
which I hope is n(»t <iuite out of sight ; but which, I fear, 
both rc<iuireH too much virtue, and promises too much 
happincKs, for thin latter age to lcK>k for with certainty.'*^ 

A month later Sir Gilliert wrote : — ^" The change in 
Government happene<l immediately after, and indeed as 
an inunc<iiate consequence of the American votes. A 
Tcrr slight consi<lcration will account for it The true 
aiMl fundamental cause of the removal of the late ministry 
was tlieir long and uniform want of success, and the 
stale of dciipair to which the <laily calamities of the 
ccmntry had reduced the most sanguine. This cause, 
although it Inxrame stronger by every ilay*s continuance 
of it, yet, it will be said, might have been ex|)ected to 
pnMluce itM effci*t much sooner ; and this is true. One 
circumstance cmly prolonged the power of the adminis- 
tration, which, without it, must have fallen in a much 

' Utur to Sir J. UaitU, lOcltMra to Hugh Elli(H at Berlin. 
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earlier period of our disgraces. It was iihe widi 6[QnA 
Britain to recover America. GoYemment aimed at lent 
at this object; which Opposition rejected. Those, tben- 
fore, who thought the war with America just and pncd- 
cable, however much they might be dissatisfied widi tk 
abilities of the ministers, or disgusted with tiieir nuB- 
management or misfortunes, had yet no choice left thai, 
for they were the only men who would attempt tk 
recoveiy of the colonies. This I take to have been the 
true bond between Parliament and the late mininiiy, 
and the true key to its otherwise unaccountable lougeiitj. 
For, if it had had more lives than a cat, they must il 
have dropped some campaigns ago, if the cause I bve 
mentioned had not preserved them. I remember whei 
it was said Saratoga would overset them. It was afle^ 
wards foretold, that if we should be drawn into a iv 
with France, ministiy could not stand. The neoesstj 
which produced the commission to America, and all tlie 
humiliating concessions which Parliament made, in a 
sort of panic, would have destroyed any other gorem- 
ment The same may be said of the Spanish, and ate 
it of the Dutch war; and there is hardly a gaiette 
during the last five or six years which would not aooouot 
for a change of government. But, in fiM^t, the princ^lei 
of the ministers respecting America were agreeable to 
the people, and those of Oi^>osition were oficnsiTe to 
them. 

'^ I speak this language the more confidently to joa 
now, as you must recollect the time, and that not a 
very late one, when I had a strong inclination to aide 
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with thofle who wished for a change, and that I refrained 
from it only on the consideration I have just mentioned ; 
and whether I and the rest of the nation have been wrong 
and foolish on the American question, either from the 
beginning, or in its progress, is a point which the purblind- 
neas of human reason can probably nerer see through. 

'^ I must own, however, that events and experience 
do very strongly shake my past American principles to 
their foundaticm; and although I could name many 
blunders in policy, both civil and military, and many 
miacarriages of mere fortune, which might perhaps have 
toned the scale against us, and may perhaps be suflScient 
of themselves to account for the utter loss of our object, 
and the additicm of many heavy calamities, yet I must 
also admit that the possibility of what has happened 
may have hapi)cned as the natural and necessary conse- 
qiiencc of our measures, independently of blunder or 
accident This is a question of mere curiosity now, so 
far as America is concerned, for necessity has already 
ded<le<l, if not our principles, at least our future conduct 
with regard to her. But it is perhiq)s a great lesson in 
political wisdom, applicable to other subjects, which we 
ought to stu<ly deeply, an<l which I shall study for one, 
without that prejudice at least which belongs to an 
obstinate attachment to former opinions. The moment 
America was out of the question, Samson lost the lock 
of bis strength, and the natural weakness of the ministry 
mpiicare^l immediately. Questions of censure were re- 
jected by very small migorities, and questions for removal 
ran still nearer ; and would in fad have been carried if 




238 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1781 

the resignation of the ministers had not preceded tkir 
dismission. . . . 

''The chancellor^ actually remains, but I am not 
clear that all the accession of ability which he briiig» 
can compensate for the discord which his diflferenceof 
opinion with his present colleagues on their fiiTourite 
measures of reform must introduce into the cabinet, and 
for the appearance of weakness which a divided gofen- 
ment on any capital object must throw upon it 

''The change has been complete; it is generalh 
said to haye been forced on the King, and I dimoi 
undertake to admit or deny this ; but I am more apt to 
imagine that the resolution of Parliament respediiig 
America was the greater violence of the two ; and whal- 
ever may have been the first impressions, on ^laywiamg 
old friends and servants, and receiving into his dooet 
new and hitherto adverse men, yet there seems to ne 
to be an impression likely to yield to more knowledge 
of these men, and to habits of doing business confi- 
dentially with them. You will hardly need to be toU 
that I voted for the removal of the late ministiy. I 
refused, however, to concur in the vote of censure, to 
which I could not, without an impression of somethiiK 
disgusting to myself, as well as of injustice, give vj 
consent in the moment of their fall. I shall support the 
present ministry with more cordiality, and iherefbie I 
hope with more exertion, than I ever could the last. 
The reforms, mth which their government opens, jo« 
know I formerly approved I think this is a hafipj 

» Thurlow. 




1782] ROCKINGHAM MINISTRY. 239 

moment for gaining to the constitution some great and 
valuable improvements ; and I like them the better for 
the facility with which they may now be carried, without 
those convulsions which could have alone produced 
them as the measures of an Opposition, and which natu- 
rally, and I think deservedly, gave great scandal when 
they were attempted before to be forced on Parliament 
by the means of popular distraction, during a war which 
rendered all distractions fatal."^ 

The advent of the Rockingham party to power gave 
rise to immediate speculations on the probable changes, 
abroad as well as at home, which would naturally ensue 
from a change of policy at head-quarters. Before Mr. 
Elliot heard officially of his recall, it was rumoured at 
Berlin ; and in his first letter home, he says — " There 
are two circumstances too flattering to myself not to 
mention them to you. The Prince of Prussia, who 
came to town on Sunday last, and was at court, took me 
aside, and said he hoped what he heard concerning my 
change of situation was not true. I told him all that 
I had learned upon that subject as yet was from my 
friends, but that I had every reason to think it fixed. He 
then asked me if I knew the reason ; I answered, that I 
had been told from home that it was understood that I 
had not had the good fortune to be personally agreeable 
to the King of Prussia. His Royal Highness answered — 
' This is what I have heard ; and what surprises me the 
more is, I can assure you, that within these very few 
days his Majesty a publiquement fait votre ^loge ; en tout 

» Sir Gilbert to Hugh EUiot, 22d April 1782. 
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cas je mo flatte que nous yous reyerrons icL' I mu the 
more struck with this from his Royal HighneeSy as tkre 
is scarcely any example of his expressing hinudf lo 
strongly to any indiyidual in his present circumstances. 
On the other hand^ Prince Henry has sent to me to 
know if it would be agreeable to me that he ahoold 
write to the Duke of Richmond, with whom he is pe^ 
sonally acquainted, to ask that I may be continued at 
Berlin. The Prussian ministry have been so wann ia 
their expressions of regard, and of r^ret at my depart^ 
ure, and so positively deny any official inteipomtion from 
hence, that there is reason to suspect, that if any mimfl- 
terial step has been taken, it may have proceeded fron 
Count Lusi's own private disinclination; and I ahoold 
wish this inquired mto."^ 

Madame de Verelst, Mr. Elliot's mother-in-lav, 
writing from Prince Heniy's residence at Rheinsbetj, 
says — "Votrc rappel d'ici ne pent vous 6tre ddsaTaa- 
tageux ; tous dtes aim6 de tons les membres de la 
famille Royale, hors de Sa Majesty, qui ne yous connait 
pas, et qui a le prdjug^ de croire que yous 6te8 gaiit 
par Milord Bute. Les Ministres verront par la aoite 
oji ces managements les conduiront. Monseigneur me 
charge de vous faire mille compliments, et de Toai 
t<5moigner combien sincbrement il est afflig^ de votoa 
rappel."^ 

In the course of May my grandfather received the 
following letter from his brother, showing that tbe 

' Hugh Elliot to Sir Gilbert ElUot 
* Madame do. Verelst to Hugh £lliot 
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mmoure current in Berlin respecting Mr. Elliot's recall, 
and the grounds for it, had been better founded than 
such rumours often arc : — 

" Park Street, 4th May 1782. 
" Mj dear Brother — I have seen Mr. Fox twice on 
your account since my last letter^ and have refrained 
from writing you till I could tell you with certainty what 
to expect Your recall is determined on the ground of 
your being disagreeable to the King of Prussia. This is 
the true and only reason for this measure, which I am 
Iii4>py to inform you is not attributed in any degree to 
any i>art of your conduct, but to its real cause — namely, 
the prejudices which had been by some means or other 
giren to the King of Prussia respecting your supposed 
connection with Ix>rd Bute.^ I believe that Mr. Fox is 
really concerned, as he says he is, to find this measure 
necessary. ^ ^ ^ I have some reason to think, although 
he did not tell me so, and although I have it not from 
the office, that the King of Prussia's wish on the subject 
has been directly and officially signified to him. 1 have 
no doubt that, whatever the consequences may be to 
your future situation, you will with manliness and can* 
dour aci}uicsce in the propriety of your removal in these 
cirrums^nces. It remains to know what is now to be 
done. I conversed pretty freely on this subject with 
Mr. Fox to-day, and I am expressly authorised by him 
to assure you that it is his wish and his intention, as 

* The King of PnusU iuA n«>Tcr forgiren Lonl Bute his ihAre in 
the Peaa* of Pans, bj the tenns of which he conaidered himielf 
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well as that of the King, to give you anotlier Court ai 
soon as an opportnnitj or yacancy shall occur. He odd 
the King mentioned this of his own accord, as soon u 
he had informed him of the propriety of your quitting 
BerUn. He says, however, he does not know of any 
immediate vacancy, but that he will look for it, and take 
the first occasion which offers. I am authorised by Mr. 
Fox to tell you what you have read." 

A little later Sir Qilbert wrote again, that in q>ite of 
the assurances made by Fox in the interview described 
in the preceding letter, two vacancies in the foreign line 
had occurred and had been filled up. Mr. Stanley, 
Lord Derby's brother, coming in over Hugh's head, had 
been appointed to Dresden. ^' I own I cannot bring 
myself to suspect Mr. Fox's sincerity; in the first jdaoe^ 
it would be contrary to his general character, and in tb 
next place, why should he use any art with me, whos 
he certainly cannot fear? Yet I cannot help fediiv 
that the present appointments in your line hate the 
marks of yielding to importunity. To importmiify I 
have myself an insurmountable reluctance and avanioa> 
and if the business is to be decided on those {Hrincqilei^ 
I fear I shall be an unsuccessful agent; yet I wiU ce^ 
tainly represent, as it strikes me, the fidr claim you hive 
for a preference to strangers in your profession. ♦ • • 
What will you do in the meanwhile ? Your letam hoM 
with your fismiily must naturally be uppermost in jov 
thoughts and wishes." 

To these letters my grandfather replied that their 
effect on him might be best described in seveial 
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expreflrions of Jaffier: — "The feigned story of 
embaimaameDtfl is more than realised in mj ficite.*' He 
does not particularise the expressions^ but one can fiincy 
that to the order of " Home, home, I say i" he may have 
meotaUy replied — 

'* Ym, if my heart would let me— 
Thii immd, this twelUng heart ; home I would go. 
But that mj doon aro hateful to my eyes, 
Filletl and damm'd up with gaping crediton ; 
I've now but fifty ducata in the world, ■ 
Yet still I am in love, and pleased with ruin. 
O Belridera ! Oh * she is my wife— 
And we will l»far our waywaxd fate together, 
But ne'er know comfort more. " — Venice PrtservetL 

The moment at which Mr. Elliot's recall took place 
was peculiarly ill-timed as rcganled his priyate aflhirs, 
fbr there were questions pending concerning his wife's 
estates which could not be decided until she should 
attain her nuyority, of which she still wanted some 
months; and while they continued unsettled it was 
belicTed that her absence from Prussiay together with 
that of her husband, might be exceedingly detrimental 
to their future fortunes. My grandfather's own means, 
too, had been greatly embarrassed during the previous 
two yearn, owing, it appears, in some measure to his 
baring sustained heary losses at play during the winter 
which prcce<led his marriage. The cOterie of Prince 
Henry, which Mr. Elliot frequented veiy constantly, 
chiefly because there he was certain of meeting with 
Countess Verelst and her daughter, was veiy much 
addicted to high play; indeed, at that time on the 
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Continent^ as in England, gaming was the paasioii of 
the day. It was not, however, a passion of my gnnd- 
father's, who is always described by his friends is 
preferring conversation to the card-table ; but at a 
moment when harassed by mental disturbances, doaUs 
as to his own course, and as to the feelings of othen^ it 
was not unnatural that he should have sought ia 
distractions in what constituted the chief interest of 
the society in which he lived. Bets, too, he made; and 
-as they were generally staked on the success of some 
English admiral or general, he was not unfrequentlj a 
loser. 

May passed without any further intelligence bm 
England on the point of a future employment for Mr. 
Elliot, but Sir Gilbert still wrote—'' I assure 70B 
sincerely that I have the most entire reliance on tk 
former assurances of Mr. Fox ; but, should no nunioa 
be found for you at present, I must repeat to you ail 
my dear Belvidera the most affectionate welcome, ail 
the most earnest invitation to all we can riiare witk 
you in town or country, in point of society, convenieM^ 
accommodation, or more substantial assistance, vUdi 
your occasion or my abilities can point out.** 

Belvidera J unfortunately, was not at all disposed to 
exclaim with her prototype, " If love be treasure, well 
be wondrous rich!" and the ''unkindest cut of aD' 
that my grandfather had at the moment to endure ms 
the utter hcartlessness displayed by his wife. T^ 
and reproaches, and a declared resolution never to leate 
her native coimtry, were followed up by a line of 
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conduct which made her the subject of general remark, 
and many of his friends went so far as to recommend 
m separation ; but this was a course which his own 
feelings made impossible, and her youth, her inex- 
perience of the world, and the irritable state of nerves 
which had followed on, and continued since, her last 
ocMifinement, were pleaded by him as reasons for re- 
doubled forbearance and tenderness; to which Sir 
Gilbert replied — ** Even without these pleas, no man is 
for a larger portion of indulgence from mortal to mortal 
than I am ; if she only loves you half as well as you do 
her, she is sure of a warm place in my breast ; consider 
me and mine, town and country, at your disposal in 
this crisiM.*' And then, referring to the separation 
which hml been aclvisctl, he ends by saying, 'H am not 
for making a man happy by breaking his heart** 

For this time the domestic storm blew over, and 
Bfr. and Mrs. Elliot proceeded to pass the summer 
mt a chiiieau d/labr^ in the vicinity of Rheinsberg. 
While there, he received a letter from Prince Henry, 
which begins as follows, apparently in answer to an 
invitation from the ex-minister: — ''De Rheinsberg, 
13 Juillet 1782 — Monsieur, Sous quelque titre, sous 
quelque nom, qu'on vienne vous voir, c'est totyours 
Muis autre dessein que celui de jouir de la soci^td de 
Taiinable, de Tinstruit, et de Hionnfite Elliot" Then 
follow some, at the present date, unintelligible remarks 
on the proceedings of the French and English fleets in 
the Chaimcl, and the letter ends thus — '^ I'idde de votro 
snoccsseur m*est aussi am6re qu'elle Test d*ordinaire 
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aux souYendns lorsqu'ils enyisagent le leor. Je ae 
saurais yous peindre une plus forte antipathie ; dk at 
fond^ sur mon amitie et sur la haute estime mc 
laquelle, je suis, Monsieur, votre trte aflfoctkna^ 
ami, Hensl" 

That my grandfather did not acquiesce in the pro- 
priety of his removal from the court of Beriin on de 
grounds given for it, appears plainly in the foDowing 
letter to his brother: — ^'^I am convinced," he wrote, 
^^ that had I been at any other court of equal impoii- 
ance, some cogent reason would have occurred to hai« 
made my removal at least plausible in the eyes of tbe 
world. You may remember what my sentiments mte 
when I was last in England ; and as things have toned 
out, I must acquiesce in the propriety of my lemofil 
from a post of confidence by those who must bte 
considered me as by no means coinciding with than ii 
principle or action."^ This view of the case was, bov- 
ever, one which Sir Qilbert would by no means accept; 
and though he ''could not prove that his botfaei'i 
removal had not been made in order to clear the nj 
for a friend of Mr. Fox, still he did not believe it» ^ 
remained unshaken in his confidence in the dnceri^ 
and friendliness of Mr. Fox."^ The true gnmnds of 

^ Hagh EUiot to Sir Oabert, 2d July 1782. 

' The mission to Berlin had been offered first to Mr. Stnkfi 
and secondly to Lord Cholmondeley, of whom Lord Holland ayf 
" Ix>rd Cholmondeley had much impaired his fortune by dice ta^ 
dissipation, and, though an associate of Mr. Fox and Idi friadii 
thought it a better game to attach himaelf to Sheibnnie. **— See tl» 
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my gmndfiithcr's removal from Berlin are probaUj to 
be found in part in the reaaonB assigned for it bj Sir 
Gilbert, and in part in those supposed, and '' acquiesced 
in ** by his brother. 

The dislike of the king, as represented by C!ount 
Lusi (digne reprdsentant de Sa Migestd), was a sufficient 
reason for Mr. Elliot's removal fitym Berlin ; and most 
probably the representations made to Mr. Fox deriv^ 
additional weight from what must have reached him 
from other quarters concerning Mr. Elliot's habitual 
modes of thought and of expression when dealing with 
political questions. The warnings and remoQstnmces 
written to him by his fiEunily to Munich had been fre- 
quently renewed since his appointment to Beiiin; his 
unguarded readings in expressing his opinions in mixed 
society, without due consideration of the impressions 
they were likely to give ; his strong condemnation, when 
atmmg hU^countrffmen, of certain political diaracters at 

rest of th« note by Lord Holland — Comtptrndenet ^f C, J. /bae; 
voL t. fK 318. 

Walpole Myt— ** I h^To said that the new ministen were distre«ed 
§at want of pUcM to Mtisfy their friends. ... In theie diffi- 
coltiM I»nl liocklngham behayed with more zeal and decency than 
Ixird Shclbunie. An instance of the Utter't impolitic inaendhility 
oceanrd in the caar of Loid Cholmondeley. Locd 

CbciliDondcley had peculiarly attached himself to hiaL**^WalpoU*9 
Uut J'mmah, vol. ii. Nevcrthelcfls, Lord Cholmondeley's chums wert 
Dot orrrlookcMi by Iy)rd Shelbome's colleagnea, as he was appointed by 
Mr. Fox to succeed Mr. Elliot at Berlin. Mr. Uston, writing on the 
Slat of Jnly, nientiuni the receipt of a letter from Locd Cholmondeley, 
in which« un the dissolution of the Rockingham Ministry, he annooncea 
that " he has rvsigued the honour of being Ilia Majesty's tn?oj ^t 
Berlin." 
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home ; the yehemence of his feelings in all points idit- 
ing to the military reputation of his couniiyy wfaidk it 
one time had nearly led to an open rapture with hk old 
friend General Burgoyne — all these were well knowB 
straits of character^ which not only justified his recill, 
but probably inclined Mr. Fox to consider the King of 
Prussia's feelings for Mr. Elliot from a point of net 
somewhat analogous to His Majesty's. On the otber 
handy if the same yehemence and the same powen of 
satire and of irony had been directed towards another 
political party than that of Mr. Fox, it is possiUe ttej 
might haye been yiewed with as little disfiiyour as Ae 
pointed and pungent sayings of the Fitzpatridos and 
Hares, and might haye obtained indulgence from a 
minister whose own tenure of office was by no meui 
agreeable to the King of England. 

The death of Lord Rockingham in the month of July 
dissolyed the ministiy of which he was the head, and 
the immediate consequences are too well known to need 
repetition. On the 5th July Sir Gilbert wrote : — *' Witk 
the opinion they (Lord J. Cayendish, Fox, Buike, etCi) 
entertain of Lord Shelbume's character, they could do 
no otherwise with dignity or credit ; for myself, my choioe 
between the two is easily made. My opinion has beeB, 
since the American business was oyer, that the countiy 
looked to the abilities of Mr. Fox, and the high chancter 
and integrity of his and Lord Rockingham's friends, for 
their salyation. I know little personally of Lord Shd- 
bume or of his immediate retainers. Dunning, Bairi, 
and Alderman Townshcnd, but the little I do know, 
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added to the voice of the worid, is decinve with me. I 
fear we shall have a repetition of our old distractioiw in 
the struggle ; I think it cannot, however, hold long. In 
the meanwhile, the present OoTomment is gaining 
aliragth wherever it can, and has made a valuable 
acquisition in William Pitt, to whom, at the age of two 
or three and twenty, Lord Shelbume offered either the 
Chancellorship of the Exchequer or the Secretaryship 
of State, as he pleases." 

On the 8th August ho wrote again on his brother^s 
affiun, and reiterated his belief that Mr. Fox would 
have performed his promises in Hugh's favour : — ** This 
I am confident he would have done, merely on the 
ap{iarent justice of the thing, without any motives in 
my favour.^ I feel a strong confidence that these 
ministers will take the same view of your claims" (either 
fur employment or for un allowance in the interval — a 
sort of half-{>ay which was usually given in those days), 
** on the ground of their justice. I shall, however, 
certainly not bring myself under any obligation to them, 
and I have o|)enly and explicitly declared myself on this 
subject Lonl Shelbume sent for me a few days after 
he became minister, and with a profusion of flatteiy, 
and of prumiHcs of office, or anything else I could wish, 
desired my support I told him frankly that I preferred 
his rivals. My mouth is therefore stopped, but I own 
that I do not conceive party can be allowed to go so 

Mn an rmrlirr lettrr Sir Gillicrt had Mid, *' I make do |< r t€M iom 
to mnj %rtitfkt, though I hope aad bdicve I haTt tlM good opinion of 
theme whom I most retpecU" 
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far as to rob you because I am becxnne obnoxioQi. 
Ciying wrongs are not so frequently done by Gofen- 
ments as they are complained of, and I cannot dapiir 
of your finding justice even when &YOur is against jot 
Tour case is simple — after many yean of approfied 
service in a profession which withdraws you from iD 
others, and from any other road to fortune or adTanoe- 
ment, or even subsistence, you are recalled without usj 
alleged fault of yours, but for reasons entirely foreign to 
your own conduct" 

Early in September Lord Qraniham notified to Mr 
Elliot his appointment to the Mission at Copenhages, 
and on the 29th Hugh wrote to his sister Isabella tbt 
he had accepted " an ofier which, considering the ci^ 
cumstances of the times and my brother's political line, 
I think exceedingly handsome on the part of those who 
made it I was very humiliatingly treated by the demi- 
god of the blackguards. . . My brother seemed 
most decidedly convinced of the rectitude and ability oC 
a set I neither loved nor approved. He is the creators 
on God's earth I most love and admire ; but I think he ^^ 
like many others, has been led away by the frdse {^ar^ 
of a meteor, in which there is neither consistency nor ^ 
spark of heavenly fire — a mere blaze kept up hjOm^ 
foul breath of fiiction and desperation." 

The last letter of Sir Gilbert, from which I htr^^ 
made extracts, terminates with the remark, that he i^ 
suflFering from a very severe cold, and very shortly after- 
wards such grave symptoms showed themselves as t^ 
cause serious imeasincss to his friends. On the 29tb 
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October he and Lady Elliot, though her confinement was 
doee at hand, crossed the Channel on their way to NicOi 
but they had proceeded no further than Lyons, when 
their progress was arrested for some time, for there 
their firnt child was bom.^ 

While they arc proceeding to the south, and my 
grandfather, who had with difiiculty resisted the strong 
impulse to join his suffering brother, is preparing to take 
pomcssion of his new post at Copenhagen, we may turn 
from them to some of the letters which the former 
received during this year of turmoil from the Edcns, 
Isabella, and others. 

I Gilbert, lecond Etfl of Hinto. 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

1782. 
ISABELLA — THE EDENS — ^MR. LISTON. 

Isabella's first letters in the spring of 1782 are M of 
anticipations of pleasure finom a visit which it had been 
arranged she should pay to her brother Hugh and lus 
wife in the course of the summer — a project that came 
to nothing, owing to the disagreements in the Beriin 
manage, which became known to the fSeunily in I!i^[Iaiid 
early in the current year. The letters of his fiEunily mint 
have been less painful to my grandfetther after ihej 
knew the sad state of things, than when they were 
written under the impression that his home was like his 
brother's and sister's — a scene of happiness and afieciiOD. 
One wonders whether all the tender passages to '' our 
sister/' and the kisses to the baby, were ever delivered. 
On the 5th March 1782 Isabella wrote—'' My 
brother's speech on Wednesday last, on General Con- 
way's motion, was very much approved, both as to matter 
and manner. You would be all agitation, I am sure, if 
you were in tliis island now. You remember how mudi 
you used to be agitateil when it was not so general as it 
is now ; every creatim; is full of conjectures. As to die 
ladies, they go about to balls, operas, aaaemblieB, as 
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usual ; and there arc this month enough of them, just 
what Tou may remember — Almack's, and so forth. 
Eleanor writes to me very often; her last letter was 
just after the birthday, which is kept some time in 
February. It was very fine and very full ; and she says 
she grows quite thin, from being obliged to see and 
visit such a number of people.^ Isabella's last letter in 
1782 (December IB) excites our sympathies, by being 
written in ** a fog — an absolute darkness," the more to 
be deplored, as it even checked her ardour in setting out 
to see the '^ new actress, Mrs. Siddons, who is quite the 
rage ; and people go to dine at the Piazzas in Covent 
Ganlcn, at three o clock, in order to get places. All the 
gentlemen cry, and the laclies are in fits ; and in short, 
nothing of the kind has met with such universal applause 
since Garrick. I have only seen her once, in Jane Shore, 
and outlived it She is certainly very fine, and much 
improved since even you saw her. I have seen Morton 
Pitt and hiH wife ; she seems a very pretty, sweet giri, 
ainl he is vastly happy." 

Whatever might be the political fortunes of the 
Edens, the sunshine of their private life was never for a 
moment dinmie<l ; thus, while in Walpole s Journals we 
hear of an infuriated and disappointe<l {Militician, we find 
Mr. f^lcn himself, writing with all the fortitude of a 
Cincinnatus fn>m his farm at Beckenham, an<I with an 
anaffecte<l enjoyment of simple pleasures and rural life, 
which I l)elicve to have been quite unknown to any 
attitudinising old Ronuui. 

Writing from Beckenham, Kent, on the 8th of 
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Angost 1782, he says : — ^^ Our &nn is beantifiiUy siti^^ 
ated, and well circumstanced in eyeiy respect ;'' he theaa 
goes on to describe the house, gardens, and shrabbenei^ 
the possible profits to be derived from his fiuni, aarf 
continues — ^^ We have dismissed our coach-hoiBeB, and 
our carriages are oiled and locked up, as is also ov 
plate-chest We have two spare beds and many visiton, 
indeed some who never came to us before ; and oar only 
difficulty has been to prevent them fiom clashing with 
each other. As to your situation, I did not conceal mj 
feelings when Gilbert told me you was to be recalled. He 
was not, nor is he at this hour, disposed to think tny- 
thing wrong that Charles Fox could do ; and his polttici 
are so pure, that no individual interests can exist in their 
atmosphere. The pretence taken for putting your taknti 
under an extinguisher does not palliate the iiyniy. Lord 
Derby wanted an employment for Mr. Stanley, who im 
first meant to be named, but was not sufficiently skilled 
in languages ; Lord Cholmondeley was next named, and 
went out with the minister that named him. Lord Hyde 
is now talked of; you know him. I do not enlaige €■ 
these subjects ; the reflections which occur to me upon 
them cannot escape you. Gilbert and I are personaHlj 
on very kind terms, but I never talk politics with hio. 
Tlie world may misjudge him ; but his conduct towiidi 
the close of Lord North's Government was, in its appe•^ 
ance most unsteady, and in its effects most unkind to 
his natural and old friends and connections. His snbae- 
qucnt conduct has been inefficient ; for whether he had 
acted right or wrong, he certainly was entitled to expect 
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from the Rockingham ministry immediate and solid pro- 
tection, both for you and for Mr. Elliot of New York. 

'' Having now disposed of ourselTes, it ib most in the 
order of things to advert to the public. I do not think 
(and men of weight and wisdom agree with me in the 
opinion) that the present administration is strong enough, 
rither in numbers or efficiency, to be permanent, and 
erery effort is using to obtain some pacification in the 
ooune of this autumn, and Mr. Fox and his friends 
would be in some degree pledged to the conditions of 
it, however dishonourable or inexpedient, but success 
even in that great object would not preserve the present 
Government in its present form; there must be now 
fbrmentations ; we shall see what they will produce. 
The game would be completely in the hands of Lord 
KoKh and his friends, if Lord North were formed to 
manage such a business. The King's situation is un- 
doubtedly much enfranchisecL It was not ill said by Mr. 
H. Walpole, that ' the crown devolved to the King of 
England on the death of Ix)rd Rockingham.* Hare says 
that his fricn<l Fox is promoted from the service of the 
King of England to that of the King of Egypt (Pharaoh). 
llieir remark on the Duke of Richmond's defection was, 
that His Grace would not go otU with any man. 

'' UiK>n the whole, you have thought us always unlike 
any other |)coplc under the sun, and every line of our 
history nhows it 

*^ Eleanor and your four nieces desiro to be affec- 
tionately remembered to you. W. EL"^ 

> Mr. Eiirn to Hugh Elliot 
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The loss of the society of Mr. liston was one of the 
most serious grievances which fell upon my grandfiither 
in the course of 1782. Mr. Liston himself could haidlljr 
have been more eager and anxious than was his fijend to 
see him placed in a situation more suitable to his age (be 
was entering on his 40th year), and more capable of affimt- 
ing a scope for his abilities, than that of secretaiy to mj 
grandfather, which he had continued to hold since Mr. 
Elliot first entered the foreign line. Urgent representa- 
tions had been frequently made on his behalf by Mr. 
Elliot to the Foreign Office ; and in the course ct tbe 
summer of 1782 he was appointed secretary to Loid 
Mount-Stuart's embassy at Turin. He was so old and 
true a friend, and had been so entirely, from Mr. EDiot's 
boyhood, in his confidence, that nothing could make iq» 
for his loss at a moment when anxiety and distress ifttt 
pressing heavily on his chiefs mind ; and, though parted, 
their correspondence continued to be of a highly confi- 
dential character. The letters he wrote firom VieDiia oi 
his way to Venice and Turin, and from Turin itself, vt 
amusing, as the following extracts wiU show. 

Afler remarks on the prosperous appearance d tbe 
Austrian peasantry, the cultivated and cheerful aspect 
of the country, and the beauty of Vienna and its en- 
virons, Mr. Liston thus proceeds to describe his impie^ 
sions of the society : — 

'' Vienna, Uth Augu$t 178S. 

" Sir R. Keith has been extremely civil to me. What 
I consider the greatest mark of it is, that he has preeaed 
me to stay till Sunday next, that he may have an opfOf- 
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Uuiity of presenting me to the Emperor. ... I hare 
•tared at the fiioes of the society of Vienna at Madame 
de Hatzfcld's, and at Prince d'Auerspeiffs assemblies, 
and hare dined and supped with some of the corps 
diplomatique, and hare been introduced to Prince 
KannitZy of whom I think there is even a chance of my 
becoming a fiiTOurite, if I were to remain here. When 
Sir Robert first carrie<l mo to the Prince's house, ho 
TeiT prudently adTcrtise<l me that my reception de- 
pended ufion the humour he might be in ; that he might 
speak to me, and might not ; that if he did, 1 must lei 
him speak J which I seriously promised. Sir Robert was 
ai great pains to procure me a faTourable reception ; and 
with this view recommended me to the Prince as haying 
been long attached to Sir Andrew Mitchell at Berlin 
(who it seems was a favourite of the Prince), etc. etc 
I ohsenred the injunction, of * letting everybody speak,' 
so fiuthfully, that I even allowed this to pass without 
any other contradiction than a broad stare in Sir Robert's 
bee. All attempts to make mc be spoken to were long 
ineffectual ; and I was so mindful of my lesson, that M. 
de Kauniti at last asked Sir Robert if I spoke French. 
Upon being answcre<I (by Sir Robert) in the affirmative, 
be aske<l me how long I had l)een at Berlin. I answered 
five veant, an<l so the audience ende<L Tliis to lie sure 
is no favourable entry on the roail of favour, but, the 
day after, I receive<l an invitation to dinner (in conse- 
quence, I suppose, of Sir Robert s management with the 
Coontcss Clari). At dinner he did but once aildrcss 
himself to roe, but now and then stared at me, which I 

8 
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returned as you used to do the King of Prossia's loob 
on certain occasions. Yi/lien dinner was half orar lie 
asked Sir Robert how my name was spelled, and ex- 
pressed his joy to find at last an English name of which 
the orthography was reasonable ; and so the dinn^endei 
Still this is not a gigantic stride towards &YOiir. After 
the ceremony of washing the teeth, and our remoni to 
the other room, I happened to stand near Madame de 
Clan's card-table, where he also was, and looked atten- 
tively at his coat, which was of singolariy fine Eo|^ 
cloth. This gave rise to a conversation, which was eoa- 
tinned so long afterwards (and adjourned to a window), 
as to excite the attention of a good part of the compaDj* 
Princes and Princesses came respectfully up and bowed, 
and attempted to attract his attention in vain ; and to 
Sir Robert Keith's great surprise (who was not preseit 
at this scene) I was asked again to dinner to-morrow." 
On the I7th of August he wrote again — " I oontbie 
to be a kind of favourite of Prince Kauniti, and diie 
there every third day. Sir Robert also carried me to 
Madame dc Thun's, who is extremely civiL She tab 
with great feeling and afiection of you, and sajs ^ 
knows your motives for upholding Mrs. Elliot {caatnt] 
to the opinion of the world) ; that you never did vxj" 
thing wrong except from excess of virtue, and that thii 
is also the case at present Sir Robert Keith, too, hM 
spoken of this subject After I had told him joor 
motives, he said, ' Well, his conduct, to be sure, is noi 
what is thought tcise, but it is perhaps better thiB 
wise — it is a better thing J They are infinite^ muav 
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here on the subject of republican politics. It is 
reported that the Austrian interest at Petersbui^ is in 
the last stage of a consumption, and that the Emperor's 
declining to join the Empress in her rage against the 
Dutch is likely to make it give up the ghost My 
reception by the Emperor was, as Sir Robert informs 
roe, extremely ciyiL His conversation consisted in 
questions put to me, rery much in the common style, 
concerning my stay at Berlin, my change of situation 
to Turin, the difference of climate in the two countries, 
etc, and contained nothing remarkable, unless it may 
be considcre<l as remarkable that he seemed perfectly 
informed of our connections, of the situation you had 
been in at the Court of Berlin, of your marriage, eren of 
the last ^lat He spoke of you, au reste, with the 
highest praise.' 

Mr. Liston reached Turin on the 1st of September, 
mod wrote a few days later to Mr. Elliot in raptures 
with the beauty of the beautiful plain of Lombardy 
with its magnificent wall of mountains; Turin, too, 
eamc in for a full share of praise, and those who, from 
the terrace of the Capuchin convent, have looked upon 
it as he did, in all the splendour of a September sunset, 
must agree with him that earth has few scenes to show 
more fair. ** I felt myself,** he says, '^ transported into 
the thinl heayens." The chief drawbacks to his com- 
fort in his new sitiuition consisted in the number of 
iiocial engagements into which he found himself obliged 
to enter ; and he writes feelingly of the number of royal 
personages on whose f)&te-days he must appear in a gaU 
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dress^ each new one costing £20 sterling. '^ How I am 
to get to the end of the year I know not." Three 
times a-week the ministerial receptions began ao earij 
in the morning that " one has to be dressed all daj, 
which perhaps is less hard on me than on most John 
Bulls" — I suppose on account of his habitual orderlj 
attire^ the neatness of which he sometimes refetB to in 
fun ; but Mr. Liston's most serious misfortune appein 
to me to have consisted in a certain appearance of 
honesty and common sense^ which disposed everybody to 
confide in him ; his hands were perpetoaUy full of other 
people's love afiairs or money matters. My grand- 
father made him his confidant, Lord Mount-Stoait 
intrusted him with his accounts, and in those days it 
appears that a secretary held a yery different positicm in 
the house of his chief from what is at present the case, 
since, bon gr^, mal gr^, Mr. liston was forced at Turin 
to divide his time between the duties of a DipIomatiBt 
and of a " ComptroUer-GeneraL" 

The early part of the winter of 1782 found Mr. 
Elliot at his new mission at Copenhagen ; his wife hid 
urged upon him so strongly the danger to her own 
health and that of her child, which nught arise fiom i 
winter journey, that he had consented to leave her till 
spring under the charge and roof of her mother. A 
generous nature would have felt grateful for the tmst 
implied in a compliance with her wishes on such a pointy 
but hers was light and arid as her native sandfly bob- 
ceptible of the slightest impression, and of the deepest 
retaining no trace. 
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Mmlaiiie de VcrelKt wrote to him oonstantly after 
hirt (lei^arture, and alwavH with ample details of her 
daughter'rt lookH, health, etc. That her letters were 
i«earcely of the kind likely to sadflfy a sentimental 
diKpotution may be gathered from the style of a note 
which contaiiiM hardly anything but the following 
powagc : — ** Ma fiUe se porto bien, s'oocupe de sa 
miwique, et bien plus longtemps de sa toilette ; je ne 
cruis |Nis «iu elle vous aiine comnie {Mur le pwsisA — non ; 
main jc me flatte qu elle a de TamitiiS pour yous ; elle 
aentira «iu'une feninie ifest estimde qu*autant qu*elle est 
bien avec m>n mari.** 

Mrs. Eden ri hair must have stood on end if she had 

il the above Mi)ecimen of Gennan sentiment Under 
eircuniAtances the winter |>asHed. The very 
beginning of spring was Hignalised by the unfortunate 
events which luiule my gnuidfather s [>rivate history the 
nine days' wonder of half the capitals of Eurui^e* Thi6- 
bault, in his Si\jour de "K) am d lierliuy tells the whole 
fitory at length, and with tolerable accuracy ; but it ui 
even more gruphicully told in the letters lying before me. 

When the time approached for the reunion of hua- 
baml and wife, Mrs. Elliot i^ositivcly refused to leave 
Berlin ; and the letter in wliich she stated her determin* 
ation, containing many calumnies and misrepresenta- 
tions, was so worded as to leave little doubt on her 
husbaml's mind that she had written mider dictation ; at 
the same time he heard of her misconduct from various 
aoun*es, and was even warned thai the thoroughly 
unscrupulous {lerson who had obtained so great an 
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influence over her was known to consider her in&Dft 
child as the chief obstacle to the dissolution of ber 
marriage with Mr. Elliot. 

On this hint Mr. Elliot started at once for BerinL 
Performing the journey in a shorter time than it hid 
ever been accomplished before, he passed throof^ die 
gates of Berlin under a feigned name, and anived it 
daybreak at the house of a friend, whose letters to Mr. 
Listen, describing the events which ensued, were for- 
warded by him to Sir Gilbert, and among his ftapen tkj 
have been preserved. The letters are written in IVoidi; 
and, as they are very long, it will be advisable to con- 
dense and translate the greater part 

Within a few hours of his arrival, Mr. Elliot was ii 
possession of an intercepted letter from his wife to her 
cousin, the contents of which justified his intentioo of 
removing the child from her charge ; and he immediaielj 
proceeded to make the necessaiy arrangements for lo 
doing. 

Having learned from the same source that his wife vai 
engaged to sup at Prince Frederick's in the eveningi be 
ordered six post-horses to be in readiness, and on tk 
return of Mrs. Elliot's empty carriage to her house, the 
coachman was ordered to drive to the post-house ; the 
horses were harnessed ; the child, who had been brouglit 
there also in a hackney coach, was embraced by ber frthef) 
and, with her senants, placed in the berline ; and, in k* 
than twelve hoiu-s after Mr. Elliot entered Beilin, hv 
daughter had passed the gates on her way to C!opai- 
hagcn, without a soul in her mother's house having had 
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a 8uiipicion of the adTenture. Mr. Elliot aooompanied 
the carriage through the Porte d'Orangebouig, and 
came back on foot to the residence of the writer of the 
letter. Together they proceeded to Mr. Elliot*! own 
bouse, where he poHseaaed himaelfy without diflBculty, of 
his wife's papers, among which he found the draft of the 
letter he had so recently received, in the handwriting of 
ber cousin Baron Kniphauacn. Assembling the men- 
semmts, he ponitively forbade any one of them to cross 
ibe threshold during twenty-four hours, under penalty of 
being ** h&cli^ en piec6s ;** which expression, we are told, 
be accompanied ** d'un air d*Alexandre,'* and with a hand 
on his sword ; and having thus secured himself against 
any immediate communication between his wife and Baron 
Kniphauscn, he returned to his friend*s, and sjient the 
night with him in examining the correspondence which 
tbey ha<l seize<l. ** Had you been with me, my dear 
Mr. Liston," says tlie writer, in English, ** que de dou- 
ceurs vous auriez lu«" Poor Mr. Liston being, as usual, 
the patito in his chiefs domestic troubles, and no doubt 
never liaviiig been forgiven for his early discovery of the 
lady's disi>ositions. Next morning Mr. Elliot visited his 
mother-in-luw, to calm her distress, and in her presence 
he wrote tlic following note : — 

*^ Monsieur, ce qui est diffenS n'est pas perdu. La 
necemitd dc mettre ma fille en surety m*oblige de partir 
d*ici sans reniplir la promesse que je vous ai Cute k 
Rheinsbcrg I'annde |Miss6e. Maitre de toute votie oor- 
respondance avec une malbeureuse qui a succomb^ k 
voa ruses, je serais A mdme d*obtenir de la justice du 




264 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [17S8 

Roi et des Loix une satisfaction ^gale h yos crimen Le 
motif pour lequel vous animez une fille oontre sa mhe 
et une femme contre son Mari est clair. Mais sachex qoe 
jamais je ne consentirai k punir ma fille pour les ^iie- 
ments et les folies de sa mire, ni h seconder yob Yoes 
de Yous emparer des Biens dont mon enfitnt doit seil 
heriter. Si yous souhaitez de preYenir les disgrtos que 
je YOUS destine il yous sera ais6 de me trouYer. Je aeni 
toujours pr6t h yous ceder ma Yio ou k youb arracherk 
YOtre comme le sort des armes en d^dera. Votit 
insolence Yis-ii-Yis de ma belle mfere qui m^te m 
protection, est la raison principale pour laquelle je bob- 
haite trouYer Toccasion de yous en punir comme vou 
le m^ritez. H. Elliot." 

His letter written, Mr. Elliot ordered four hones (o 
his phaeton, and droYC out of Berlin through the gatM 
by which he had entered ; but this time under his tne 
name and designation — '^ Elliot, ministre pl^nipotentiaie 
de S. M. le Roi d'Angleterre prfes le Roi de DaM- 
marck." 

The small Ycssel which he had hired to bring bin 
from Copenhagen to (ill^ble) was waiting there for him, 
and among the suite he rejoined on board, his foithfol dog 
is specially mentioned. 

HaYing taken this journey at a moment's notice, for 
the purpose of securing the safety of his child, but ai 
the imminent risk of ruining himself by a step for utiA 
he had neither precedent nor authority, he now made a 
regular demand for IcaYc of absence to return to Beiliii 
for the arrangement of his afiiEurs. The first of tbett 
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was the chaHtuemcnt of KniphauBen, against whom all 
his wrath was diroctcd, for in not one of his letters does 
he ever refer to his wife except as an object of pity. 

On the 12th of July the same correspondent as 
before wrote to Mr. Liston at Madrid the sequel of the 
story. Mr. Elliot having written to a friend in Beriin 
that he proposed shortly to arrive there, ** when his cane 
would be more eloc^uent than his pen to answer the im* 
pertinent letters he had received from Kniphausen," the 
latter, '' fit le glorieux/*practised pistol-shooting daily^and 
endeavoured to secure the services of a second. ** Mais/' 
flays the letter, ** malgrd les offres qu*il fit jusqu*ii 100 
Li>uis d*or il ne pAt nSussir.** A rumour having got 
abruacl that he had found a second in a gentleman of 
the Court, this gentleman was arrested and carried 
before Count Ilcrtzbcrg, the prime minister, and obliged 
to give his word of honour that he would not act as 
Kniphauscn ri friend. Tlie baron himself was dismissed 
from the service of Prince Henry, and was also threat- 
eoe<l with arrcttt, to avoid which he passed into Meck- 
lenburg ; and there Mr. Elliot, who, in ignorance of all 
thmt hail been [mssing at Beriin, had sought his enemj 
in vain at Uhcinsl)erg, finally came up with him at 
three in the morning at a small road-side inn, where, 
stopfHug for a moment to make inquiries, Mr. Elliot 
was refuMcd admiMHion, on the plea of the whole house 
having l)een retained by a single traveller who had 
lately arrive<l there. This cautious proceeding convinced 
him that he had fcmnd his man. Armed with swords 
and pistols, and a good cane, he entered the baron's 
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room and demanded instant satisfiaction, which being 
refused; he lost all self-control and fidrly broke his cane 
over his enemy's shoulders. This operation completed, 
Mr. Elliot conceived that nothing remained but to fig^; 
but after many pour-parlers concerning secondB, 
tanceS; etc. — ^Mr. Elliot being for five paces and 
adversary for twenty — ^the Baron *^ beau comme ApoUoB," 
but not so brave as he was beautiful, demanded a delaj 
until more regular arrangements could be carried o«t 
To this Mr. Elliot replied by giving him four dajB te 
his preparations, leaving him the choice of time aid 
place. The interval was spent by Mr. EUiot at Hop- 
penradc, from whence he wrote to a fiiend at Beilin:^ 
'* My dear Sir — I have only time to let you know 
that I broke my cane upon M. de Kniphausen in MeA- 
lenburg without his offering to return the blow ; he \m 
declined fighting till another opportunity. — ^Youfb erer, 

In the meanwhile, the Baron was writing to Ui 
relation Count Hcrtzbcig, to the Mardchal de Wiedii to 
the Baron de Keith, etc., " that Mr. Elliot had come to 
him in Fiirstenbcrg, and, accompanied by four aroied 
men, had fallen upon him in the most cruel manner,' 
etc. etc. 

When these misrepresentations reached Mr. EDioli 
he wrote again to the friend to whom he had pievioni^ 
announced the fact of the encounter at Fiirstenbeig:— 

" My dear Sir — Pray send the enclosed to Hertibeig ; 
before this reaches you I believe the town of Beriin will 
be undeceived as Rheinsberg is already, and as to 
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writing to anybody till all is settled, I am resolyed I will 
not. Knlphauscn's story is a lie from beginning to end. 
I haye been waiting all day for his challenge^ and hare 
not yet receiyed it I have given him four days to ap- 
point a place and hour. Tell Juel ^ the truth, and tell 
him to be sure that they do not write anything false to 
Copenhagen. Kniphausen, nor nobody else, ever oflfercd 
to touch me with one of their fingers. He took his 
caning in good part, and not a sword nor pistol was 
shown till he went to take up his from the table ; and 
then I showc<l him a ])ockct-pi»toly telling him to let his 
lie, which he did. God bless you, and be sure all is right, 
and will remain so till the end. — Ever, etc. II. E.'* 

Tlie four days expire<l, but only to bring new excuses 
on the part of Kniphausen, till at last Mr. Elliot, wearied 
of writing, went to Beriin and occupied himself in taking 
steps for his divorce. lie also called on the ministers and 
the corfM diplomati(}ue, and so thoroughly explained the 
situation between himself and his antagonist, that the 
latter was advise<l by his friends to seek no further delay, 
ami he accordingly cliallengcd Mr. Elliot to meet him 
mi Baircuth, a village on the frontier — where they finally 
met, and the end of the storv must be told in the 
writer^H own wohIh : — '' K. demande k tirer le l^"" k 20 pas 
de distance ct donne {K>ur signal de mettre la main au 
chapeau (puuid Tun on Tautre sera satisfait Le 
necond de K., nomm6 Cojiick, jadis ofiicier dans ce sendee, 
m^ura le terrain. 0*Connell, second d'Elliot, trouve 
que les jambes de Copick sont plus longues que les 

* The ]>inijih minUifr. 
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sienneB; bref, Ics piBtolets se chaigeiit et sont renuB en 
mains des antagonistes. E. montre sa poitrine itd^ooaTeii 
K. en fait autant. Elliot dtait en bas, K» en botta 
Elliot n'avait qu*un l^cr fix>c, et K. avait un surtoot 
pardessus son habit. EL tire son coup et manque. K 
en mettant en joue^ le pistolet se d^hai]ge de Id 
m6me. K. tire son second coup tout ansa inutik- 
ment que le premier. E. it son tour tire et si bien qoe 
Fair de la balle fait d^toumer la t6te it EL et va taffo 
contrc un arbre en ligne droite ayec lui it 20 pas plus kin. 
Ges deux coups tir^s^ K. porte la main au chapeandans 
Tesp^rance de quitter le champ do bataille. K 1^7 
oppose disant qu'il n'est point satisfiEut — que I'lm o« 
Tautre doit rester sur la place et que la distance ne doit 
plus 6tre que de 10 pas — it moins que EL ne lui bm 
dcs excuses par dcrit dc ses propres impertinences, de h 
Icttre qu'il lui avait ^crite en date du 19 Avril^de lafiNOK 
accusation de sa conduite h Furstenbeig, etc etc. li 
dcssus Ics seconds cntrent en ncgociations^ qui doiApent 
pr^s dc deux hcures. K. fit des propositions. K ne fiit 
point content. Tout dcvenant inutile le combat reoom- 
men^a, mais h la m6me distance, xH que le second de 
K. dit que conune on dtait convenu de 20 pas d'aboid 
il ne pcrmcttrait pas qu'on changc&t EL, le pistokt k 
la main, cria, que d6s qu'il y'en aurait un de blessi, il 
signcrait tout ce qu' Elliot avait cxig^. E. fiit satiflfait 
K. tire son coup. E. sans Ic plus petit mouvement de 
tete et encore nioins du corps, i>ortc la main sur la podie 
de son habit. On lui dit : Vous fitcs blesa^ ? Kon, 
rdpondit il — cc n est ricn. O'ConncU lui dit de tirer 
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8on coup. Maifl K. repliant que s'il <^tait bless^ il 
ngnerait, E. Iflche fM>n coup en Tair aTouant d'dtre 
hleffi6 et cflTectiveincnt la balle ayait peitH^ la poche dc son 
habit — 8a culottc — arait 6ffleur£ la peau — et ^tait rea- 
aortie par un trou (iu*elle fit au baa de la ccinture de 
•on habit Elliot, aTcc un Bang froid inconceTable, ne Teut 
point ae ficure viaitcr ni layer la place juinqu*^ ce que tout 
•oit finL Apr6s quelques niomentB employ&i k changer 
oa ailoucir lea expressions oonvenuea, K. <Scrit sur la 
plmcc ce qui suit — 

** * M. Elliot apr^s avoir 6i6 blcss^ k mon troisieme 
coup et ayant tird son coup en lair, je lui fais la ddclara- 
tion de nion proprc mouvemcnt que je suis fAch6 d'avoir 
eu des torts enven lui, et lui en fSus des excused, do 
mftme que de lui avoir <^rit une lettre outrageante le 
14 Arril. 

** * Je d<k;Uirc encore que les bruits sont faux que M. 
Elliot ni'ait attaqu^ avcc des gens armt^ k Furstenbeig. 

(jSVjrn/) * Kntphauben. 

•• * U^JuUht 1783.' 

'' En outre il promit sur sa parole d*<k!rirc une lettre 
d'excuscs k MaiP*'* la Comtesse de V<^rclst 

^' Quand M. Elliot fut muni de ces papiers, le second 
de K. Tonlait que les deux cnnemis s^embraRsassent d'au- 
tmnt que K. dit ' Actuellemcnt notrc quercllo est niidik^* 
Sor quoi Elliot niettant son chapeau k la main, s'ailrcssa 
en Alleniand k K. lui disant : — ' Monsieur, je toiu» souhaite 
toute sorte de l>onheur ; mais cpiant k ce qui est d*amiti6 
on de relations entre vous et moi — il nV en aura jamais. 
Poor Tous, Monsieur/ — ae toumant vers lo second 
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de K. — ^ Yous Yous 6tes conduit dans cette affiiire oonune 
un galanthomme^et jc me ferai un plaisir de FaYOuer pubB- 
quement — et dans toutes lea occasions.' Aprfes qaoi E, 
fit bassiner la blessure et se remit en Yoitore pour leTenir 
h Berlin. 

*' Mercredi matin toute la Yille s^ut llustoire, ce ne fiit 
qu'un cri d'^loges pour Elliot. Toutes las coon Im 
euYoyferent des felicitations — ^le Prince et la Princesw de 
Prusse^ le Prince et la Princesse Ferdinand, la Prinoew 
Am^lie, le Prince de Brunswick. Le Prince Ferdinand 
lui ^riYit la lettre la plus flatteuse. Yendredi matin 
le Prince Henri lui fit icrite combien il ^tait charmi que 
Tafiaire se fut termini si honorablement de sa put, 
et le fit prier de passer par Rheinsbeig it son retonr, 
ajoutant qu'il le rencontrerait & Meisbouig si poor 
quelques raisons inconnues E. ne Youlut point se rendre 
h Rheinsbeig. Le Roi apprenant raflhire i^toie, 
^ N'aYois jc pas raison quand je disais qull ferut un 
excellent soldat !' Hier matin Elliot est reparti, couTeit 
de gloire — dans huit ou dix jours son dlYorce sera fioL 
Voild done mon cher euYoy^, la pure et ezacte yi^rit^ de 
toutc cette histoire qui a fait plus de bruit ici que jamaiB 
le sifege de Troie n'en fit.' ** 

An English friend^ writing to himself, says, ''Hie 
whole garrison of Potsdam is delighted with you.** 

The Baron haYing written himself down a libdler 
and Yillain, and his conduct throughout the whole 
transaction having been cowardly and base, as wdl 
as unprincipled, the society of Berlin turned its back 
upon him. Prince Henry dismissed him firom 
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Tice, Prince Ferdinand (the King's youngest brother) 
addressed Mr. Elliot in the following terms : — 

" Friedrichsfeld, 9ih July 1783. 

" Monsieur — Pemiettez-nioi de tous f^liciter d'avoir 
hcnreuKement termini^ Totre difference ayee le Baron de 
Kniphausen. Ia inani^re dont j'apprends que yous 
▼ous dtes conduit tous couvre de gloire, et elle justifie 
la bonne opinion que j'ai toiyours eu de tous ; la gran- 
deur crAnie que tous aTcz U^moign^ euTers Totre adTer- 
mirc fait Totrc 6loge. Je me rdjouis de saToir tos jours 
oonserri^, etc etc. etc — Votre trfes affect ionnii ami, 

" Ferdinand." 

Andy in still warmer langimgc, the Princess of 
PruMia wrote for herself and her husband — 

'' PoUdnm, Uth July. 

** V(M malhcurs <^taient faits pour tous attircr la 
comitassion de toutc Tunc Hcnsiblc, et la noblesse de tos 
proc<hl<^ Tadmiration et Testime de tout le monde. 
Vous y aTcz rdussi |>arfaitcment ; le Prince (Royal) tous 
rend toutc la justice possible. J*embrasse ma filleule, 
pAriez lui de moi. Mille grAccs de ce que tous me dites 
toucliant la naissance de nion fils ; ayez de Tamiti^ pour 
lui, celle d un ami galanthomme ne |)eut que lui 6tre 
pnkrieux d6s qu'il saura lappnkricr. Fa^DKRiQrK.'* 

But while niyal princes and ministers hurried 
to offer him expressions of sympathy and of approlmtion, 
he was laid prostrate by a scTcrc attack of illness, from 
which he hail been suffering at the time of his departure 
for Beriin, and of which he had been totally unmindful 
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during the late a^tations ; for some days he was aeri- 
ously ill. 

In the letters which he wrote home during these 
painful transactions^ he confined himself to the fiK^to 
which it was necessary to tcll^ and passed oyer in siknoe 
the feelings which filled his breast. To those who knew 
his naturally expansive nature and almost feminine 
tenderness^ such silence must hare told more plain^ 
than speech of the struggle it caused him to contend 
against affections not withered but crushed. To usyhalf 
a page in an old pocket-book gives a glimpse into Ui 
secret thoughts when on the eve of meeting what seemed 
an impending fate, and though the lines written there 
have no pretensions to poetical merit, the oocam 
which suggested them lends them an interest of their 
own : — 

'' July 8, 1783. Before going out to fight a duel 

** When youthful ardour led mo to the field* 
My youthful sword a blooming Laurel won, 
When sacred friendship glowed with equal warmth. 
My hand propitious gave that friend succeas ; 
With fiercer flame, when Love had fired my soul. 
That flame, soon mutual, lighted Hymen*8 torch ; 
The Laurel, Friend, the Wife — ^these gifts were mine. 



** To teach the vanity of earthly good. 
From War 1 brought disease and years of pain ; 
From Friendship's ashes learnt that man is fniil ; 
And Hymen's tort'li but lights me to my tomb.'* 

Below these lines tlie following sentence is written :^ 
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** P.S. — I entirely acquit Liston of the least coolneaa 
or change of sentiment 

" H. Eluot, 8th July 1783." 

The reflection on Mr. LLston probably rested on some 
misconception, or emanated from that mood of mind in 
which ''all the world appears unkind." Its ahnost 
simultaneous retractation was doubtless duo to a sudden 
consciousness that it might cause pain when explanation 
would hare ceased to be possible. 

During Mr. Elliot's stay in Berlin the necessary steps 
were taken for his divorce, and, when his health was re- 
ealablished, he returned to Denmark on the best footing 
with his mother-in-law, with Prince Henry, and all his 
old Berlin connections. His wife subsequently nuurried 
her cousin, and both lived in strict retirement until her 
death, which took place in a few years after these events. 

Thus again Hugh Elliot stood alone in life; his 
boosehold gods lay shattered round him; the mother 
who would have mourned over him was gone; and 
though his family sorrowed for his sorrows, it was with 
m feeling not unniixe<l with congratulation at the sever- 
ance of so deplorable a connection. ''Thank Qod,'* 
says Iiiabclla, after his return from Berlin, " you have 
got safely away from ail those strange people." 

>Miat was thought at home of the first act of this 
uncommon romance in diplomatic life, may be gathered 
from a letter written by Mr. Liston finom London, shortly 
before he went to Si>ain : — 

" L(mdon, 23d May 1783. 

" The day before yestenlay I had an audience of 

T 
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leave of the King (as they mean to despatch me immedi- 
ately). He kept me (I believe) pretty long, and went 
through many subjects, among others your journey, with 
which I was amazed to find him so well acquainted. 
The first accounts he had had of it were firom a Gennan 
gazette; then from the Leyden paper; then from your 
two private letters to Mr. Fox/ both of which were 
shown to him ; and he must also have heard of it fiom 
other quarters, from the particulars I found he knew. 
I told him that it^ was a measure of absolute neoeflBitT» 
and that you could not possibly do otherwise ; whidi he 
seemed to assent to, and I was veiy happy to find him 
speak with so little rigidity on the subject. Both tke 
courts concerned have used friendly language. Hie 
opportunity I had of talking so long with the King Im 
had the same effect with me as the sucoessive oon- 
versations you have had used to have on you ; that ifl» 
to convince me of his extensive knowledge of miny 
things one would not expect him to be master of, ind 
of his soimd good sense in many others. I know not 
from what circumstance it was, but I felt myself infl|)ired 
with more courage to speak to him than I usually bive 
to people that are placed even one step above me." 

* Tlic Coalition Oovemmcut came in in Manh 1783. 

* This refers to Mr. Elliot's hasty journey, vntMout leoMt fro* 
Copenhagen to Ikrlin. 
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CHAPTER THE TENTH. 

1782 to 1785. 
COPENHAGEN. 

The first letters which my grandfather wrote from 
Copenhagen in the winter of 1782 and 1783 give an 
agreeable account of his impressions of the place. Even 
through the clouds and mist of winter he gazed with 
pleasure on a fertile and undulating country, a sea aliye 
with shipping, and a handsome capital surrounded by 
country residences standing in wooded and picturesque 
parks. The contrast offered by such scenes to those he 
had lately left was sensibly grateful to him ; and when 
in July 1783 he returned from the painful agitations of 
Berlin to his beautiful villa at Christiansholm, it seemed 
to him like ^' a haven of peace to a shipwrecked mariner/' 
He appears to have been at once cordially received 
into the society of the Schinmielmanns and Reventlows/ 
fiunilies allied by ties of blood and by congenial tastes 
and pursuits, and frequent mention is made by him of 
their delicate kindness to himself, and of the resources 
he found in their attractive society. 

^ The readers of the Mevwira of Perthes will be familiar with several 
accomplished members of the above-named families. 
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CNiher friendBhips he owed to his intimacj with 
Countess Bentinck — a yeiy remaikable old lady — ^who 
resided at Hambuig, and whose unblemished life and 
strong mental powers had made her the respected centre 
of a distinguished circle. My grand&ther had made her 
acquaintance during the many yisits to Hamburg which 
in the early years of his residence at Berlin had afforded 
him rest and relaxation. She had been the confidant of 
his love-story ; in her later letters she confesses thai 
often, while sitting with him in her garden at Ehn»- 
biittel, listening to the delicious pictures of an idesl 
happiness of which he, '* le coaur rempli d'un espw hieB 
doux/' anticipated the realisation in his future home^ 
she had asked herself, with fear and trembling, if it weie 
indeed possible that a female character such as that 
described to her could ** come out of Nazareth ?" and hid 
prayed that even such a miracle might be woiked in 
favour of her friend — '* un 6tre compost d'eqnit etde 
cooiu*." 

When Mr. Elliot first learned the drcumstaiieeft 
which made the immediate removal of his child from 
his wife's care a matter of urgent necessity, it was to 
Countess Bentinck that he turned for help and aavt- 
ance, and, throwing himself on her generosiij, he 
implored her to give his child temporaiy protoctioa 
should anything happen to him, or should obstadea he 
raised to his removal of her from the counby. This 
appeal was received by his venerable friend as a nntt 
gratifying proof of the confidence with which her 
character had inspired him ; for not only did he know 
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her to be a near relation of the man who had so sorely 
injured him, but to be connected with him by other 
ticH — Baron Kniphausen's mother haying, on her death- 
bed, left him, with others of his family, to the tender 
care of the Countess Bcntinck, whose sister, I belieTe, 
she was. Mr. Elliot's trust was amply justified by the 
tenderness with which Madame de Bentinck responded 
to his request ; and not only did she promise his child 
auch love and care as she would have given to her own, 
but she placed her ch&teau of Doorwerth, in Guelder- 
land, at his disposal, should he think it a safer refuge 
than Hamburg for his infant daughter. 

As we have seen, however, Mr. Elliot succeeded in 
cmrrying her out of Prussia without coming into collision 
with the Prussian Government, and Countess Bentinck 
tells him in one of her letters, immediately after his 
return to Co|)enhagcn, that the King not only did not 
bUmc his conduct, but that, on the contrary, he had 
itaid : — ** Qu' Elliot 6tant p^rc, 6tait louable d*en avoir 
les entrailles,'* and that all the royal indignation waa 
directe<l against the officer in chaige of the gates who 
had been taken by surprise by Mr. Elliot's sudden 
revelation of himself. Hence a very severe ordcmnanee 
had been publiMhed, to the vexation of all subsequent 
travellers, who were to be submitted to ** une inquisition 
de Goa " before passing the gates of Beiiin. 

To Countess Bentinck *s good offices, Mr. Elliot waa 
indebte<l for the friendship of her nieces, Counteoi de 
Wedel and Countess de Holstein-Letraboig. Of the first 
of these hidies she says, *^ EUe a dea qualitda rarea dans 




278 MEMOIB OF HUGH ELLIOT. [178S 

toutes les cours^ et serait digne d'dtre Angldae— m 
mdme Romaine par son caractfere serieux et digne." Of 
the Countess of Holstein she giyes a more elaboiate and 
veiy charming portrait. *' Once a channing giri, she ii 
now an incomparable wife and mother, living only for 
her family and friends. She goes rarely to CSopephaga, 
and it would be as hard for you to wean her from her 
happy simple tastes^ as for the Spaniards to take Gibral- 
tar from the keeping of your kinsman.'' She had i 
peculiar claim to the interest of an Englishman, hsTDg 
been strongly attached to the unfortunate Queen Matalda, 
who selected Countess Holstein for the painful duty of 
attending her in her terrible journey to Stade. The 
Countess, though barely three weeks had passed mee 
her confinement, would not disobey the orders of a prin- 
cess whom she adored, though she could not aliq> 
approve, and together they nearly perished by the n? 
in a violent tempest. '' Elle s'est fJEut sa gloire," saja her 
aunt, '^ of being the last Danish lady who confimned to 
the royal prohibition against wearing the order by wUek 
Queen Matilda had decorated the ladies whom die 
especially distinguished by her favour." 

The first court reception, or *' appartement " as it m 
called, at which Mr. Elliot assisted, is described hj Ub 
as brilliant and striking, though on general oocaaioiiB the 
vast apartments were ill lighted and worse filled — neither 
courtiere nor candles bemg sufficienUy nnmeioiis for 
their large dimensions. 

The Royal family consisted of the King, ChristiiB 
VII. (who had married and divorced Matilda of Eq^and, 
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wter of George III.)> of his Btcpmother, Juliana Maria 
of BruQKwick-WoIfciibuttely widow of Frederick V., of 
her HOD IVincc Frederick and hm wife, and of the young 
Prince Royal and his sister— children of the King and 
of Queen Matilda. The Prince Royal was, at the time 
of &Ir. Elliot 8 arrival in Denmark, a slight slim boy of 
foartoen, of noble and easy carriage, 'S'cry like his 
English relations.'' The Princess, '' a little fiuiy, having, 
at the age of ten or eleven, possessed herself of all graces 
and all charms, dancing, talking, and holding her circle 
in perfection.*'^ 

The circumstances under which my grandfather made 
his debut in the society of Co|)enhagen were not such as 
to dispose him towards taking an active part in its 
pleasures ; for '' when the stonny rain was past, the drops 
remained still." 

I>ispirite<l and suffering in body as well as in mind, 
he held aloof as far as was compatible with his position 
from the world aniund him, and occupied himself with 
**his child, his books, and his thoughts." He relates 
with pride the growth of his little girl's vocabulary, and 
the increasing intelligence of her remarks ; and the '' dear 

* Sh*' wa« U»rn a few monthfi brfon* the Hcrolution took pUre which 
cmi her mother froui the tlirone, and the nunting an<l rearing of thU 
ta£Ant hill )Hf>n the only comfort uf (^uwn MatiltU during her tn«*lAn* 
rholy « onfinriiifut at Cnmhurg. .She afterwanU said that tlie parting 
with hi-r tliiM w.u« th«- M'vrre*t l»*ng "he felt, when nMn«ve<l fmm Den- 
mark to a %af*T >ind iiion* dignilie<l ]trijion in her brother*! caatle of ZelL 
8«»inr yean .tftrr hi-r death, Coxe, Uie traveller, waa told at Zell by ftQ 
•ye^witnewi of the fart, tlut the Qu«*<>n constantly apoatrophiaed and 
wept t'ViT the ixirtniitn of hi*r two children, for whom the retained to 
the rnd of her life tlic warmeat affection. 
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pretty little Bella " becomes a promineiit penonage ib 
the letters he writes and receiyQS. 

To his £Euaiily he describes himself as leBoming oU 
studies for her sake— learning, that he might instroct 

It is veiy probable that the idea of coUectiiig and of 
preserving his correspondence oocuned to him at tlik 
time. He frequently says in his letters that his thoiq^ 
are turned to the past ; that he is busied in studying it 
by the light of experience ; and as the collection of letten 
which I have described as chronologically arranged, tad 
bound in volumes, terminates with the coirespondeaee 
of 1784, it seems not unrea^nable to suppose that its 
formation was one of his chief occupations during the 
interval of quiet and leisure which followed on his retnn 
to Denmark, immediately after his diyorce. The iroik 
was not ill suited to his frame of mind; it was an attenpt 
to keep a waif from the gallant bark which had set oat 
in ^^ life's morning," with *' youth at the prow and jdeanve 
at the helm." 

Ten years had elapsed since his first going forth fioa 
home, and, as he reviewed their flight, what varied soeoei 
must his memory have recalled I — ^the Cossack tents on 
the Danube, his hairbreadth escapes by land and wittf, 
the brilliant courts of Warsaw and of Vienna, wheie ha 
left so deep an impression, that years afterwards tiavdkn 
found, in the title of his friend, a passport to the bert 
society ; the gallicised Munich, gay, vicious, and 8llpe^ 
stitious ; the barrack-like Berlin, where eTei7bo4y iwi 
on i>aradc was carousing and gambling, and whence 
philosophy failed to banish ennui and indigesticHi; but 
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where, across every aoeno, there flitted a phantom with 
&ir face and golden hair, like the treacherous nymphs 
of her countiy's fables, luring the traveller on to trouble 
and sorrow. 

One can fancy him in whom, as Lord Stormont said, 
the '' elements were blended," dreaming over th^e things 
in the beautiful solitude of Christiansholm, while, half 
in temlemess and half in mockery, and wholly sad, he 
set himself to " weigh the weight of the fire, to measure 
the blast of the wind, to call back the day that was 
past!" 

While thus occupied, public events seem to have 
lost much of their interest for hinu ** It is our destiny 
to fall into a I^t(t), or l)e caught by a Fox, unless Boreas 
ahouM take us up again/' he wrote ; and none of these 
thingH excited him — (liHlieartcne<I and disenchanted, the 
worlil to him was a stage, and all the men but players. 

In the meanwhile his letters from England bore no 
trace of any hucIi indiffereniUm. The last letters which 
I hare quoteil were written during the short govern- 
ment (»f lionl Shelbume,^ to be so soon succeeded by 
the ill-fateil Coalition — the strongest of governments as 
reganled {mrliamentaiy support, the weakest in the 
favour of the King and people. Mr. Eden, as is weU 
known, was one of the active promoters of the Coalition ; 
and neither he nor any other of my grandfitthei's cor^ 
respondents had any misgivings as to its suooess when 
it should be once fairly launched* 

* Ix>nl Shelbarne came in in 1782, and wit turned out bj tha Coali- 
tion in March 1783. 
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While the new ministiy was in prooess of ocmstrao- 
tion^ Isabella wrote feelingly of the mischief done to 
London society by the excess of party strife. 

" At present/' she wrote on March the 6th, ^ tUi 
country is much like the sea that sorromids it — nodung 
settled, and party running veiy high. Eden's friends 
and my brother's faction of last year haye joined fbiees, 
but what the result will bo is not yet determined. . . . 
Nothing can equal the strangeness of the scene here for ibe 
last twclyemonth — ^balls, assemblies, etc. The Prince of 
Wales goes to all the great houses, and there is a Ml 
cveiy Tuesday night for him, where he gives the list" 

A month later she wrote again — ^^ I continue to ihe 
as usual, very quiet, and am surrounded by bustle, whidi, 
this last six weeks, has been of a most unpleasant kinl 
Had you been in England, you would haye agitated your- 
self to death. Indeed, the most phlegmatic charuten 
were so. The Coalition are now what is called tn; tod 
I own I am a sufficiently good subject to wish there mftj 
neyer again be such a scene. Howeyer, I make no I^ 
flections on what is called politics, as being able to 
determine w^hat is really the good of the country is quite 
out of my reach. Mr. Eden kisses hands on Friday, on 
being made Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. He got credit 
for having been the means of uniting the two paitiei* 
During the crisis the miion was wonderful Time wiD 
show how it will turn out Your principal ^ has greet 
knowledge and power of reading character, with an un- 
bounded genius ; what tlie rest of his character may be 

» Fox. 
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I do not know, but all his greatest enemies are now 
much attache<l to him; the scene is rery perplexing. 
However, I think one goes more along with him in it, 
than with the persons who united with him. Nancy 
Elliot ^ is going to marry Sir David Carnegie, a Scotch 
gentleman of a very good cliaracter and large fortune." 

The India bill, which was foreseen to bo a danger, 
IMhmmI through the Commons triumphantly, and Sir 
Gilbert (who had returned in the summer from the 
Continent in renovated health) wrote a detailed account 
of the measure to his brother, under the impression 
that he was to be one of the luirliamentaiy directors 
(the seven kings) to be api>ointed under Mr. Fox's 
bill. The fate of the India Kill, and the part taken 
by the King and the llousc of liords, are so well 
known, as to make it useless to give extracts from the 
krtters which relate to these events, since they throw no 
new liglit on the subject 

The imrty who liad a large majority in the House of 
Commons had ceased to govern, and the minority 
fumishe<l a ministry. 

The House of Commons passed a strong resolu- 
tion denouncing a dissolution, though, as Mr. Eden 
wrote, '' after all it would Iw a more constitutional 
course to fiack a Parliament, than to govern in defiance 
of one.** 

The minister was, in the eyes of his opponents, an 
inexiwricnced boy, and his great talents could not be 

* IhfcUffhtcr f'f Mr. A. Klliot, and grmiulmothvr of the |>r«icol Earl 
oi Southf»k. She died in 1860. 
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expected to compensate for the entire dearUi of abilitj 
in the greater part of his colleagues. ''Habiti of 
business make men of business/' wrote my grandfiitlier, 
not yery much distressed by a change of gOYenimait 
which excluded Mr. Fox £rom oflSice. '' I cannot agree 
with you there/' said Mr. Eden, '^ for who ever had waA 
habits of business as some of our firiends during a aem 
of years, and yet" — 

The defeated migority had no doubt tiiat a toj 
short interval would suffice to restore them to power. 
Confidence and glee were on the side of OppontioDi 
Sir Gilbert was keener than he had ever been ; ^ I(* 
wrote Mr. Eden, ''his passions were equal to Ui 
abilities, he would play a leading part" Hie resolt of 
the general election dashed their hopes to the grooid, 
and they learned that the people and the Ejng ncre 
equally averse to the rule of a party who had compiO' 
mised their principles to establish their power. 

One consequence of the general election was to 
deprive Sir Gilbert of a seat, an event less deplored I7 
himself than by his friends. '' My philosophy or iV 
indolence," he said, '' makes me well satisfied with tko 
prospect of some leisure for self-improvement," eta; 
and he proceeded in the ensuing summer to eqoj tke 
sea-breezes at Swanage, and the shades of the Ket 
Forest, with all the glee of an emancipated school-boj. 
In the autumn he and Lady Elliot accompanied Uij 
Harris to Bath, and from thence he wrote a letter to hift 
brother, in which he describes a visit finom their oU 
schoolfellow Mirabeau. 
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I wan lately agreeably Burpriaed by a note dated 
HatUm Street, Holbom, from our old persecuted Bchool- 
fellow Mirabeau, who baa fled to England for safety, 
and has nothing but his pen to trust to for support I 
found him as ardent a friend as I left him, and as little 
altered as possible by twenty years of life, of which six 
hmTe been consumed in prison, and the rest in personal 
mnd domestic troubles. He is rery much ripened in 
his abilities, which are really considerable, and has 

acquired a great store of knowledge. 

Mirabeau is as overbearing in his couTersation as 
awkward in his graces, as u^y and misshapen in face 
and person, as dirty in his dress, and withal as perfectly 
Buffimnt, as we remember him twenty years ago at 
school I loved him, however, then, and so did you, 
though, as ho confesses, you sometimes quarrelled with 
him, being always somewhat less patient in admitting 
extreme pretensions than me. His courage, fortitude, 
spirit, talents, application, and, above all, his wrongs 
and suflferings, should rather increase than weaken our 
affection for him, and I am really happy in welcoming 
and perhaps serving him here. I brought him with mo 
the other day to Bath, where ho made such hasty love 
to Harriet, whom he had little doubt of subduing in a 
week, and where he so totally silenced my John Bull 
wife, who underHtands a Frenchman no better than 
Molly housemaid, where he so scared my little boy with 
caressing him, so completely disfiofled of me from 
breakfiuit to 8up|)er, and so astonislied all our friends, 
that I could hardly keep the peace in'his &vour ; and 
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if he had not been called unexpectedly to town 
mommg^ I am sure my wife's endurance, for I 
call it ciyility, would not have held out anoth^ diy . 
He says he shall sell his estate when his fiUher dio^ 
settle for good in England to be naturalised, it being 
absolutely impossible to live in France with any sort of 
security. In the meantime he is writing books and 
pamphlets for bread." 

In the course of the autunm of 1783 my grand&dier 
had had some communications with IkGrabeao, whidk 
arose out of a conversation held by Mr. Elliot with i 
passing traveller at Berlin ; and a veiy characteriBtie letter 
from Mirabeau will be found in Appendix Na IL It 
cannot fail to interest a student of that remarkable mu'i 
history, though it is too lengthy to be inserted here. 

While the Elliots and Harrises had been spendiiiK 
their summer together, Isabella had remained in tk 
neighbourhood of London, occupied in preparations for 
a journey to Copenhagen, where, at her brother's reqnot^ 
she proposed to pass the winter. She had actually tikfli 
her passage (Aug. 1784) when she was attacked bjt 
violent fever, which left her entirely prostrated in mind 
and body. For some time her life was despaired of, and, 
though after a time she rallied to a considerable extenki 
her nervous system never recovered the shock. In the 
preceding year she had suffered from severe illneas; asd 
while in weak health, her warm affectionB and ante 
sensibilities had been greatly affected by the tnmbki 
and proIonge<l absence of her favourite brother; the 
separation from him, the loss by death of those memb^ 
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of her fiunily most tenderly united to herself, and, fiuther 
back still, certain painful recollections connected with 
her last sununer at Tunbridge (prcTious to her mother's 
death), had undermined her once gay spirits. A sense 
of duty, a naturally sociable temper, and plenty of re- 
aourccs in herself, enabled her for a long time to combat 
tlie despondent feelings which occasionally arose in her 
mind ; but a healthy body is needed to struggle with a 
sick heart, and when her health faUed her spirits gare 
way. The short remainder of her life was spent in re- 
tirement from the worlil, tliough she continued to see 
her fiunily, and occasionally to write to her brother Hugh 
in a cheerful and uncomplaining tone. 

Happily for him, the sad tidings of her illness reached 
him at a moment when his mind was occupied by events 
of considerable political importance, then enacting in 
the capital of Denmark, to explain which, together with 
the share he Inire in them, it is necessary to give a slight 
nketch of the internal iN)litic8 of the Danish Court at the 
time of his arrival there in the autunm of 17B2. 

The revolution, as it was called, of 1 772, though in 
point of fact it hail no greater result tlian to substitute 
the authority of the Queen IX)wager for that of the 
Queen Consort, had terminated in the banishment of 
Queen Matilda, and the execution of her favourite. Count 
Btruensee. From tliat time the Queen Dowager, step- 
mother of the King, hail attained uncontrolled influence 
over him, and with it the entire direction of the Govern- 
ment of the country. 

The King, who in 1 7B2 is described in Mr. Elliot s 
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letters as hopelessly insane or imbedle, was nereitbdai 
made to go through the pageantry of a part, for the 
realities of which he was utterly incompetent Tke con- 
stitution of the country was purely despotic ; the Einifi 
will superseded law. When the King in ComMal attevod 
the words '^ Le Roi Ic yeut/' a close was at once pat to 
discussion ; a royal order, with the sign-manual aiBxedi 
was absolute ; and this, particularly distinguished by tk 
appellation of an order of cabinet, was the instramait 
by which Denmark had been gOTcmed for many yean 
Persons devoted to the interests of the Queen Dowiger, 
and of her son Prince Frederick, were placed about the 
person of the King, in the highest oflSioeB of state, ui 
the Prince Royal, the King's son, was held in a state of 
pupillage, which, in the case of an heir-apparent^ wtf 
unusual in that country, even at his early age. 

By the laws of the land it was enacted that a Prinee 
of the blood might be confirmed at the age of thirteeft- 
that ceremony entitling him to take his seat in Connol; 
but in the case of the Prince Royal, the period of Wr 
nority was protracted till he had attained his sixteenth 
year. 

Mr. Elliot was not long at Copenhagen befim he 
discovered that the existing system of govemment im 
odious to the majority of the people, that the principil 
nobles were disaffected, and that the most considmbk 
men in the country were secretly conspiring to eflbct iti 
overturn, so soon as the young Prince should have it- 
tained his majority. 

With the internal affairs of Deimiark the En^ish 
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lioister could have nothing to do ; but the ill-will of 
Vederick the Great, the flickering friendship of the 
Impress of Russia, and the great maritime power of the 
ouse of Bourbon, made the English government, whether 
liat of the Duke of Portland or of Mr. Pitt, attach con- 
iderable importance to the preservation of friendly 
elations with the Scandinavian kingdoms. 

These relations were greatly imperilled by the state 
f affairs in Denmark. The Queen Dowager and her 
tarty were entirely devoted to Prussian interests, the 
Qng of Prussia, by constant attentions to the Queen 
^nd her favourites, having succeeded in establishing a 
K)werful influence at Copenhagen. He was, in fact, the 
Oeus ex machina of the Danish cabinet. 

Count Bemstorff, whose position, fortune, and charac- 
er had enabled him to carry on a powerful opposition to 
he Grovemment, and whose condemnation of the policy 
>f the Neutral League had given great offence to Fred- 
erick the Great, had been banished at that king's instiga- 
ion, and he was the first person of note and consequence 
fho broached to Mr. Elliot the projects in formation for 
aaking the young Prince Royal the instrument of his 
grandmother's downfall. At the time of Count Bem- 
torff 8 dismissal, the young Prince, then a boy, promised 
dm his future support ; and such confidence was placed 
>y the Count in the steadiness of the Prince Royal's 
haracter, that from henceforth they corresponded con- 
tantly on the most important subjects. For two 
ears before the Prince attained his majority. Count 
temstorff furnished, in secret, daily instructions for His 

u 
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Iloyal Highness's guidance, which he implidily followed; 
receiving the letters by means of a tmstworthy valet, 
and always consigning them to the flames immediitdj 
after having read, and committed their contents to 
memory. 

The certainty that a change of govemnmit would be 
advantageous to English interests led the Prince's paiti 
to make the English minister their confidant; he of 
course stated the fact to his Govenmient, and rooened 
from them strict orders to take no part in any of tk 
steps proposed^ simply to watch and wait. 

The extreme youth of the Prince Royal, who in 
17B3 was only in his 15th year, made Mr. Elliot Ten 
distrustful of the success of an enterprise whidi d^ 
pcndcd on the discretion and resolution of so yoongt 
Prince ; nevertheless signs of spirit and tact were not 
wanting in his conduct 

Tlie Queen Dowager had endeavoured to inculcate 
in him sentiments of deference and submission to Us 
uncle Prince Frederick, and the public had lemaikcd 
with disapprobation that the Prince Royal was made to 
kiss his uncle's hand when joining him at the theatre or 
on other occasions. The Prince himself disliked the 
ceremony, an unusual one in Danish fiunilies, and had 
cjuickly i)crceived the impression it produced on othos; 
having therefore determined to get rid of thk act of 
homage, he, one evening that Prince Frederick pl^ 
sented him his hand to kiss, threw it from him with 
such violence as nearly to overturn his unde, who vas 
both weak and deformed. Other and similar actioni 
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gBTe the i>eople an insight into tho fcclingn which the 
young l^rinco, in spite of occasional ebullitions, Iield 
under stem control. 

As the i>crio<l of his nuyority approached, the 
situation of the Prince became extremely critical, but 
in proportion to the increase of difficulty was the 
increase of resolution on his i>art Besides the cor- 
na^ndence which he had kept up for two years with 
Count RemstorflT, he communicated personally and by 
letter with some of the leading men of the country, in 
ffpite of l>eing surrounded at the time by spies and 
creatures of the ruling i>arty. 

About a week before the Prince came of age, the 
Queen Dowager apiK'^nnl to have conceived a suspicion 
of his corrraiMmdence with C-ount UenistorfT, and put 
Home hanl questions to him, which he answered with so 
much unconcem and ailroitness as to dispel every 
mispicion. An unexpected summons to Court of one 
of the conspirators threw the whole party into un- 
founded alarm ; and the very evening before the revo- 
lution took place, M. de Schach-Rathlow, secoml only 
to Count Bemstorff in tho direction of tlio movement, 
but who still ostensibly acted with the Queen Dowager's 
party, was engaged in conversation with one of the 
ministers, when a servant brought and delivered to him 
m packet of m«>8t important and secret paficrs. On the 
minister sh«)wing some surprise, M. de Hchach-Ilathlow 
with great compcMure drew off his attention, and 
pocketing the imiiers, contrived presently to leave the 
room. He told Mr. Elliot a few days afterwards that 
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these were the very papers to bo signed the next 
eyenmg by the King in council, which by an ovenig^ 
were thus conveyed to him in the middle of an aBBembhr. 
This scene was witnessed by Mr. EllioL On the 14d 
of April, the Prince Royal took his seat in Comicfl, and 
at once rising in his place desired to read a memoriil 
which he drew from his bosom. 

This instrument contained the reasons he alleged 
for a total change of goyemment, together with a 
list of the persons he entreated his &ther to call into 
his councils. A second memorial followed, by which 
the King was uiged to enact that no fiitnre orden b 
himself in the cabinet should be yalid without the 
countersign of the Prince RoyaL So dignified and 
firm was the attitude of the Prince, and so great the 
surprise of all present, that no serious objections ime 
made. Those faintly urged by Prince Frederick were 
silenced with warmth by his nephew. The King signed 
the documents presented to him, and the Prince Royal 
at once delivered to M. de Schach-Rathlow his creden- 
tials as minister. 

The Prince then waited on the Queen, and ac- 
quainted her himself with what had passed in the coun- 
cil ; and ^' as her passions were yiolent, a scene of con- 
siderable confusion ensued in the palace." 

Nevertheless, he insisted that a court-ball, whieh 
was to take place that night, should not be postponedf 
and assisted at it himself with the utmost composni^ 
So secretly and quietly had these important transactioas 
been conducted, that many of the Danish nobilitywerefiK^ 
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made aware of what had occurred by the arriyal of one of 
the new minitttcns at an aHsembly given by Count Moltke. 
On the evening of the same day a desimtch was sent to 
Count BemstorflT, summoning him to Copenhagen and 
to the post of Minister of Foreign AffiEurs ; but unluckily 
it found him laid up with a fit of the gout, and seven- 
teen days elafised before he arrived, during which the 
state of afTairs was most critical 

So many interests were affected by this unlooked- 
for change of government, such bitter resentments and 
violent passions had been excited, that the Prince's 
personal safety was not deemed secure in the palace ; 
an«l for several nights his partisans guarded his door. 
'' The iierwm/' wrote Mr. Elliot to Lord Carmarthen, 
April 24, 17H4, ** who has principally the ear and con- 
fidence of the IVince Iloyal, has made no secret to me 
of his apprehenKions ; and declared that it was the 
detcnnination of their party rather to perish than 
t4> abandon the young Prince again into the hands of 
{MM)plc whose [Missions are now too inflamed to know any 
bounds, 

'' For my own part, I have thought myself under the 
necessity of taking a decision without waiting for any 
iiiHtnictions from home, as there was no possibility of 
their arriving lx;fore the conclusion of this important 
transaction. I therefore desired this gentleman to let 
his Itiiyal Highness know, that should the opposite 
{lorty have conic t<» any overt act of violence, I should 
have ahke^l leave to appear openly in his defence ; 
and, by tlic fortunate arrival of a number of English 
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ships at this critical conjuncture^ there was little doubt 
but that I might have procured essential niriitmft 
from their crews and other persons attached to me m 
Copenhagen. 

'^ Thanks be to God, the personal resolution, con- 
stancy^ and prudence of the Prince Royal have ikne 
overcome every obstacle." 

The most remarkable feature in this rerdution » 
the part taken in it by the Prince at the eariy age of 
sixteen, after two years of careful and secret preparitioB 
for the final blow. 

The English Government eipressed great satisfiu^ 
with the conductof their minister throughout these efenta 

Lord Carmarthen remaiks that the singular dqine 
of confidence reposed in him by Count Bemstorff, from 
his first arrival in the countiy, proved the hi^ cqpinioi 
which that eminent person had conceived of Bfr. EIlio(*B 
ability, judgment, and secrecy.^ 

^ I have already alluded to tlie friendship Mr. Elliot had kaot^ 
uu arriving at C'oponhagen ^ith the families of Count ReventUnr uA 
Count Schimmelmaun ; and closely allied with these by relitjnwfcipi 
by political syniixithic^i, and by social tastes, wero the fiuailMi of 
Count BenistorfT and of the Counts Stolbcrg. It was in the intiBKj 
of this domestic rirclc that Mr. Elliot first became known to Goait 
IVnistoHf. To give an idea of the intellectual t mwui ti vUe^ 
occupietl much of their attention, 1 need only make an extract fro* 
one oi' many Icttei-s written by Countess Augusta BernikaiC ^ 
Comti'sse dv. Stoll»erg, to &Ir. Elliot, during Ids visit to Engbad '^ 
17s5: — **Jr lis u ]iri'sent Hutler (I'^Vnalogie) que vous aw* « ^ 
boiitt- til- mo doniirr, ft jr lo lis avec un pltdsir, un iuteret infifii, W 
disniit bouvnit •jUf «*f.>t Ti vous que jV doiii re plaisir. Je lii ■■* 
\\i< Li/c ■'/ Circrun, by Mid<lloton- that i8 a charming book . tt^ 
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The King highly approved of the line taken by his 
spresentative, and the policy now inaugurated by the 
ew Government in Denmark^ combined with the wann 
3elings entertained by the young Prince for his English 
slations — " Am I not half an Englishman ?" he said — 
ave eveiy hope of a cordial alliance between the two 
rowns. 

All my grandfather's private letters mention the 
rann approval which his conduct^ during these delicate 
ransactions^ had met with at home^ ^'from the King 
lownwards." Sir J. Harris observed — somewhat in 
sharacter — '' that Hugh Elliot had not made half enough 
)f his share in them ;" and Mr. Eden wrote from Becken- 
lam a letter of cordial congratulations. 

It was the last which my grandfather received from 
lim before he returned on leave to England in 1785 ; 
md it gives a bright and pleasant picture of the family, 
mder the impression of which we may leave them. Of 
bimself, Mr. Eden says — " Whatever may be the ups and 
lowns of my political career, my cheerfulness will never 
mffer." His orchard was " a garden of the Hesperides," 

)e8ides Akenside, que j'ainie beaucoup, et que je ne connaissais pas 
ncore. He seems fond of nature, and then I am fond of him ! Mille 
graces du chcr, cher Young, que vous m'avez envoj6 au moment de 
)artir, et des ligiies infiniment trop flatteuses que vous y avez 
jout^es et quo je ne S9aurai8 m'approprier. Quand reviendrez vous ? 
^ray don't forget Blair's RJUtorique^ Gray's Letters, and Mason's 
vorks. — Farewell, my dear sir. 

** Souvenez vous de moi qui vous suis bien sinc^remont attachee, 

** Augusta C. de Bernstorff, 

" Nee 0. I)B STOLBERCk" 

This lady was a friend and correspondent of Goethe's. 
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where a band of merry handsome children plucked fruit 
all day long ; his farm^ strange to say, was profitaUey ami 
all the time which Mrs. Eden could spare fiom home and 
children was spent in trying to make others as happ] 
as herself. The marriage of Admiral Digby to one of 
Mr. Andrew Elliot's daughters gave her great Batufil^ 
tion. " The Admiral/' wrote Mr. Eden, '' is a good 
man, and as rich as Pactolus; he does not considar i 
set of features or the tincture of a compleximi as esm- 
tial ingredients in matrimony. Mr. Andrew Elliot Im 
had luck in the marriages of Lady Cathcart, Li^^ 
Carnegie, and Mrs. Digby. I am glad of it, finr he Im 
great merits."^ 

Mrs. Eden was, however, sometimes called upoD Cor 
condolence instead of congratulations ; and the fieqoent 
mortifications which her brother Robert met with were 
confided to her sisterly ear, but without obtaining muck 
pity from Mr. Eden — '^ Poor Bob has a rage for nntii- 
mony, and oifers himself so suddenly to ereiy yomv 
woman that they are quite frightened, and scream ^No!"* 



a • 



I have now completed the task which I oi 
proi>o8cd to myself — namely, to draw from mygiwd" 
father 8 correspondence a sketch of his early career. 

It appears to me that no fitter moment could hive 
been found to review the story of his youth, than thit 

^ I-idy Cathnirt ami Uidy Carnegie were the dAOghten of Mr. 
Kllioi l»y his wroiul wife, an American kuly, Miss Plumstead, whoh»i 
I Mi- 11 sought ill marria^o by General Washington before she 
Mr. Ellii)t. 
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at which I bclieye him to have collected the materials 
of which I have made uflc ; that he should have done so 
wben he did, was one of those incidents, unregarded at 
the time, which derive from subsequent events a deep 
significance. 

Already the fnends of his eariy days, or most of 
them, were gone — father, mother, brother, had passed 
away — Isabella s days were numbered — the new ties he 
hml forme<l for himself were dissolved — the most inti- 
mate of his companions and correspondents were dead, 
mod those who remained had been long separated from 
him, and had settled down into lives in which he had 
bume no part Louis dlTve had ceased to write of his 
Coo amiable aunt;*'^ and Mr. Pitt of his patriot band. 

The Elliots and Edens continued to be as dear and 
as tenderly attached to him as of old, but time, distance, 
aiMl amstant separation, could not fieul to tell on the 
frc<]uency of their correspondence* Sir Gilbert, always 
an indolent letter-writer, fcmnd an excuse for protracted 
silences in the monotony of his country life. Mr. Gilen, 
Imitily occupicil both at home and abroad in important 
|M)litical transactions, had no time for the cheerful, 
pleasant lettcrn which in idle days at Beckenham he 
use<l to write for himself and his wife. 

When family letters cease to be records of our daily 
fiaths, and iKxrome occasional cartes dupays^ their charm 
is pme : we learn the general features of the countiy over 
which our friends are travelling — we see its outline, but 
hisc the colouring, the distinctness, which fiuniliarity with 

' ('(tiiiitnHi Nfip|)rrg. 
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details alone caii give. My grandfintb^ may posaUr 
have been of this opinion, sinoe he ceased henceforth to 
bestow any care on the arrangement of the letters whidi 
he from time to time received from his relations. 

The most interesting portions of his coneBpondeDoey 
subsequent to 1785, relate to political tiansactionB con- 
nected with the affairs of the Court at which he was for 
the time resident, and are for the most part confined to 
official papers or to memoranda made by himself. From 
these I have been induced to select such portions as wiD 
fitly blend into a few slight sketches of his puhUc csner. 
The last years of his mission to Denmark were perhiliB 
the most eventftil of his diplomatic life. 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 

1786 to 17M. 

SWEDISH CORRESPONDENCE. 

« 

1785^ as I have said^ Mr. Elliot came home on 
•ve; and during his stay in London he had several 
erriews with Mr. Pitt^ with whose great abilities he 
8 much struck. He returned to Denmark in 1786, 
Rurally impressed by the views of the minister, the 
at object of whose policy at that time was the preser*- 
ion of the balance of power. The transactions to 
ich the papers preserved by him, under the title of 

''Swedish Correspondence/' relate, did not take 
ce till 1788. 

On the breaking out of the war between Russia and 
Porte in 1787, Gustavus HL^ of Sweden, who had 

Oustavus the Third succeeded his father in 1771. He receivBd 
lews of his accession to the throue at Paris, where he was paanng 
Iter under the incognito of Count Haga. And Madame da Deffimd 
es with pity in her letters to '* ce pauvre prince royal, qui poor 
levenu Koi est oblig^ de s'en retonmer dans son triste pays." His 
able and rather courtly manners procured him much greater sac- 
in the polite society of Paris than was obtained by another royal 
llcr, C*ount Falkcnstcin (Joseph the Second). Shortly after his 
n homo, he effected a revolution in the Swedish states by which 
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married a sister of Christian YIL, set himself with 
duity to cultivate the friendship of the Court cS Gopci- 
hagen, and to impress on that government the impcntuioe 
of seizing a moment when Russia was involved in a gmi 
and distant war^ caused by her own amfaitiony to weika 
her power in the North by some dedaive blow wUch 
should effectually check her insidious and over-reacUDg 
policy. To effect this object, the closest union betiea 
the two northern kingdoms, and their common adioi, 
became necessary, and trusting to the influence of Ui 
personal qualities, which had already contributed to ik 
most brilliant successes of his reign, the Swedish king 
determined to pay a neighbourly visit to his DuU 
relations, with the confident hope of inoculating the 
yoimg Prince Royal with his system of policy. 

Supple and adroit, yet daring and persevering, U 
l>crsonal advocacy of his views was calculated to pio- 
ducc considerable effect on those with whom he caine ii 
contact ; and the gift of eloquence, which he posscned 

he greatly extended the royal authority ; and he introdiioed ooBadtf* 
able chaiigt's in courtly eti(|uette, and even in the national ooitiUM' 
His love of pomp and ceremonial, with the fiitigoe of a day at oo0l» 
arc amusingly doscrilH.'d in Coxe*s Travels, toL iiL In a prifatelrti' 
to Mr. Elliot, (hitetl August 1784, Coxe, after descanting on tbekiBl'' 
extruonlinar}' ]K>wer8 of conversation, says — ** NererthelesB^ I mnit>T 
of him, as you did of another king, that he is ' very metetricioii"' 
Coxe was ftrL'Si'ntiHl, at a royal reception, to the king's son, sduHif 
six years old, who addri'sseil him as folloi^'S — ''M. le Capitai»-^ 
suis cnchanto ile vous voir, voua avez faitun longToyage.** TTieBigii'^ 
man staivd : l»ut Count Siuims the Prince's preceptor, expUinfti ^'^^ 
prido tliat /n' had }»up^o.stf«l the ap])ropriate compliment to tbe^* 
navi«;ator. betniyinj^ that ho had taken Coxe for Cook. 




17Sn] HWEDI8H CORRESPONDENCE. 301 

in a Hingular degree, joined to something brilliant and 
romantic in his appearance and address, mmle him pre- 
daely the character likely to influence a young man. 

Not only, however, did the king fail in converting 
the Danish ministers to his views, but the Prince Royal, 
IlKHigh possessing great admiration and aficction for his 
mcle, did not for a moment listen to his schemes. 
Denmark was bound to Russia by treaties^ and by inter- 
est, and her policy was one of peace.^ 

Baffled in his design of creating a strict alliance 
with Denmark, Gustavus determined to cast the die 
alone, but not till, in the spring of 1788, he had again 

'Id 1773 RomU cwM 8<*Klfsirig and HoUtcin to Dennuu-k in 
fvtiini for thi* Duchy of OMfnbnrg and the promise of navml and 
■itliury aid under ctrtain apecifiod contingencies. Thia laat artirl«* 
ApfirArm to have Ufn aecrrL 

* The following dispat<:h will illuatrate the state of feeling between 
IlMunark and Kuasia alluded to in the text :~ 

** CopenAagen, 25tM Martk 1786. 

** Mj I»nl— Paul Jones has l»een treated with Terj singular marks 
of di«tin<-tion at this court. 

** S<iun after his arrival. Count Remstorff inrited him to dinner 
with the fiMvign ministers, Imt he could not profit of that invitation on 
account of an indis|KMiition. 

** He was |imiented by the French minister to the R<»yal family, 
mnI miipnl at the same table with the King of Denmark and the 
PrtAce and Princess Koysl, — an honour conferre«l, l>efi>rt*, only on 
oAcrrs who rank as generals, or on foreigners of high birth or elevate«l 
situation. 

*' At the Mtcred concerts performed at Court, he occupied one of the 
cbaira nsoally assigned to fonrign ministen. 

** As the jiublic express equal surprise and resentment at this 
«ztra<«nlinary conduct towards a person notorious as Paul Jooea, and 
wriio had committed acts of piracy within the. limits of Um Danish 




302 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. P788 

I)cr8onaIIy^ and strongly, but still imBaoocssfullyy nipd 
upon his nephc w, the Prince Royal, the importanoe of i 
close and active alliance between the Courts of Copea- 
hagen and Stockholm. The Prince Royal, who wu it 
the time in Norway, occupied in reviewing the troop 
commanded by Prince Charles of Hesse/ relied to 
these representations by enforcing the wisdom of i 
pacific policy, and ofTenng his services as mediitor 
between Sweden and Russia ; and, on his letmn to 
Copenhagen, the Prince gave his suflBnage in oooncQ tot 
maintaining the treaties with Russia, a course vkidi 

(loniiiiion, I found great difficulty in fonning any piUosible cumj/Kt st r 
for the reasons of so undignified a proceedings tiU 1 leamt yeilndiT 
that the Knssian minister avows that this adventonr it to be empbgnd 
in the Empress of Russia's navy in a high nuik. I thoefbre m« 
attribute this glaring deviation of the court of Demnark fhim its vm) 
decorum to its unbounded deference, or probably even fear, of the oowi 
of St. Petersburg. Paul Jones, I am assured, says that he has ncfini 
])ropo8als from the Empress to command the squadron in the Bbck 
St*a. 

"Baron la llouzo, the French minister, left his name with a cinl 
signed Ic Coinmo<lorc Paul Jones at my door. Not having retimri tbr 
vinit, the Fn.>nch minister asked mo at court, in the ^ weae a c e d* 
numerous circle, if I knew he had been at my door with le (W 
d'Escad'*- M. Jones, I answered that I was not ignorant of that fircn- 
Rtance and desired that he would be pleased to observe that be had Mt 
iHNm admitted To this he replie<l, * Pourquoi ?* and I again nt^mi 
*Qii"i\ ne le seroit jamais ehez moi en pareiUe aoci^t^.'— I bantk 
honour, &(*. H. Eluot.** 

Paul Jones may possibly l)e better known at the present day totfcr 
rraders of fiction tlinn to students of history ; Fenimore Cooprr bi^BS 
madt' him the hero of a popular novel called The iY/of. 

* Prince Charli*« of Hcsw; was brother-in-law to the kings of Swwlf" 
iind of Denmark. 



J 
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finally dctemiincd that of the DaniHh mintetiy. It 
afterwardB apix»red that, during all these negotiations, 
Denmark never gave the slightest intimation of those 
articles in the treaty of 1773 by which she was bound to 
IokI militaiy aid to Russia if attacked in the north ; and 
this concealment gare rise to a chaige of treachery, 
which was Hubncquently brought by the King of Sweden 
against the Prince Royal, and with some semblance of 
justice, since the King had scarcely joined his army in 
8we<lish Finland/ whence he proposed to conmience his 
land operatiuiiH against Russia, when the Court of 
Copenliagcn published a declaration to the effect that, 
within a month from its date, Prince Cliarles of Ilesse 
would invade Swc<lcn on the side of Norway with the 
atipulatcd number of auxiliary forces. A mutiny among 
the officers of GustavuH* army, many of whom were 
aTcrse to war with Russia, and were even in secret cor- 
reiK|K>ndcncc with that Court, broke out almost simultane- 
cNialy with the announcement of the military preparations 
cjf Denmark. Nothing could well seem more desperate 
than the position of the Swedish King ; ho was a prisoner 
in his own camp, while a treacherous enemy threatened 
hia kingdom, and while the Swedish Senate itself, which 
hail been deprive<l of its powers and rctluced to a mere 
cipher by the revolution of 1772, showed symptoms of a 
fliaposition to take advantage of the King^s difficulties 
to repossess itself of its lost authority, at the expense of 
the kingly power. 

• At thr Vttic*' «»f A)mi, 1743, the riwr K\infn forni<?«l the Hintt of 

WW ^ 

KumU ftii«l Sw*fifii. 
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Before, however, any deciedve steps had been taken. 
Gustavus contrived to escape from finhind, and appemd 
unexpectedly at Stockhohn, where, knowing the nobi- 
lity, who were numerous and powerful, to be genenlh 
indisposed towards him, he threw himself at once upon 
the support of the citizens, and of the people at luge, 
over whom he possessed a great ascendency. He db- 
patched every soldier from the capital to the frontier, 
and, with all the thrilling eloquence which he knew w 
well how to wield, he entrusted the guardianship of the 
Queen and her children to his people. 

Nothing could exceed the enthusiasm of the citims, 
who themselves manned the batteries and works; and, 
on the return of the officers from Finland, the pnbfir 
feeling was so strongly displayed against them, that it 
became unsafe for them to appear in public in tiior 
uniforms. 

At this moment of imminent danger to Sweden, tk 
influence of two great Powers made itself fielt on her 
behalf. 

After the accession of Frederick William to the 
throne of Prussia, and the appointment by him of Comt 
Ilertzbcrg to the post of First Minister, the GomtB of 
Berlin and of St James' had drawn together. 

The new King and his Minister were in policy ui 
personal feelings as much opposed to France and Roff* 
as Frederick the Great had been to England ; and Eof- 
land, Prussia, and Holland, had lately entered into as 
alliance, the object of which was the preservation of the 
balance of power against the encroachments of Gatheriic 
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Il.y and of the House of Bourbon. The English ministiy 
had, throughout the year, impressed on their Minister 
mt Copenhagen tlieir determination not to let Sweden be 
destroyed by any combination of powers against her. 
The English Minister at Berlin, Mr. Ewart, wrote 
strongly, in the same sense, of the views entertained by 
the Prussian Government, and it was on the uigent 
representations of Count Ilertzberg, and of Mr. Ewart, 
and also with the full approbation of Count Bemstorff, 
who apfiears to have acted a very insincere part, that 
BIr. Elliot determined to set out for Stockholm, there 
being at the moment no representative of England there, 
for the puqMMse of obtaining a personal interview with 
Ibe King, and of prevailing on him to accept the media- 
tion of England and Prussia, instead of seeking, as 
be luul threatened to do, the good oflBoes of France and 
Spain. 

** The pressing circumstances of His Swedish Ma- 
jesty*' — wrote Mr. Elliot to Lord Carmarthen (Nov. 
17B8; — ^'and the immediate danger to which the 
balance of the North was exposed, left me no time to 
wait for further instructions than those contained in 
jour lordships desi>atches. Indeed, the very positive 
though general instructions given me, to prevent by 
every means a change in the relative situation of the 
northern nations, invested me, as I conceived, with full 
power to act according to the exigency of circum- 
stances.** 

Before leaving Denmark, Mr. Elliot received from 
Mr. Ewart an intimation of the decision of the Prussian 

X 
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Cabinet for immediate action^ and was informed tint a 
declaration was on its way from Berlin to St Petersbug 
and Copenhagen, announcing that a body of 16,000 
troops would enter Holstein simultaneoualy irith tke 
advance of the Prince of Hesse in the dominioiis of 
Sweden. 

Mr. Elliot, on arriving at Stockholm, found that tlie 
King had departed for Dalecarlia, where, after the 
example of his great predecessor, he had descended to 
the bottom of the deepest mines, and, by his qniiied 
appeals to their loyalty, had excited the rough Daiectf- 
lians into a fever of enthusiasm. Armed with their 
implements of labour, and, in some instances, vith 
antique and rusty weapons preserved among them for 
centuries, they formed an uncouth and grotesque bit 
devoted body-guard to the King. 

" On my arrival in Sweden, after a search of elevei 
days I traced the King wandering from place to plioe, 
endeavouring to animate his unarmed peasants to Ik^^ 
less resistance. His very couriers were ignorant of Ui 
abode. At length, exhausted with fiitigue and ilhien» I 
reached the King at Carlstadt, upon the 29ih of Sep- 
tember. Here I found his carriage ready to oonvej hin 
to a place of greater security ; without generals, withosfc 
troops, and with few attendants, he was devoid of eveij 
means of defence. The King's own words were, that * I 
found him in the same situation with James the Seoond, 
when he was obliged to fly his kingdom, and abandon 
his cn)wn/ He was on the point of frdling a victim to 
the ambition of Russia, the treachery of Demnaik, iid 




]7.<a] SWEDISH CORRESPONDENCE. 307 

tbc factious treason of his nobility. In the mnceiity of 
iliiitrcss the King also addetl, ' to the mistakes of his own 
conduct* Backed as I presumed myself to be by the 
joint concert of the Kings of Great Britain and Prussia, 
I did not limit the expressions dictated by the animating 
conviction of the reality of my powers, and replied with 
confidence — 'Sire, prfitcr-moi votrc couronne, je vous 
Im rcndrai avcc lustre.* (>n further explanation, the 
King consentcil to adopt all those measures which I 
thought most suitable to his situation.** 

In other wonls, the King, ui>on the assurances given 
him by the Kngiish minister of the support of Prussia 
aa«l Kngiand, resigiie<l all idea of accepting the me<liation 
of France, and placc<l himself unreserve<lly in the hanthi 
c»f Mr. Elliot (Jothenbufg, the most imiM)rtant fortress 
in the kingdom, was airca4ly threaitcned by the Danisli 
ffirccs. By Mr. Elliot's advice, the King of Sweden 
DOW resoiviMl to throw himself at once into the place, 
and there to make a detcnnined stand; while the 
English minister undertook to proceed to the head- 
quarters of the Danish anny to oi^en a negotiation 
with the Prince of llesse, having for its object the aban- 
donment of his designs on (fothenburg« the arrangement 
of an armistice, and the final withdrawal of the Danish 
iroofM from Norway. Mr. Elliot hacl joined the King, 
as we have seen, on the 2(>th of September, at which 
time no suspicion of the Prussian declaration had been 
cniertaine<l in Swe<Ien. 

On the 2d of (VtoU'r the King, while on his way to 
(iothcnbup/, reccive<l a courier fn>m Berlin with tlie infor- 
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mation which Mr. Elliot had already derived from Mr. 

Ewart^ of the Prussian determination to come to his aanrt- 

ance by marching troops into Holstein, and the King 

wrote the same day to Mr. Elliot^ giving him an accoimt 

of the despatches^ and continuing as foUows : — *^ Kes 

ne pouvoit mieux me confirmer dans la pleine ooofiance 

que jc Yous ai marquee qu'une d^laration ansa prMse. 

Jc suis cependant bien aise qu*elle soit arriv^ q>rte toos 

avoir donn^ la marque la moins ^oivoque de It foi 

cntifere que j'ai mise & vos paroles. Le sfele que tou 

m'avez montr^ dans une occasion aussi importante se 

pouvoit dans ce moment 6tre mieux pay^ par moi qse 

par mon enti^re confiance. 

* * ♦ « 

<< Yous ne pouvez douter combien de droit vouBfOiB 
acqucrrez aupr6s de moi aux sentiments avee lesqneb 
jc prie Dicu^ qu'il vous ait, M. d'EUiot, dans sa ainte 
garde. — Votrc trfes affectionn^ Oubtave.* 

**Mariestad, ce2 0cL 1788." 

On the following day the King of Sweden aniTed 

* [Trakslation.] 
''Nothing could confirm mc more strongly in the foil conBdnf* 
which I have testified in you than so jyrecise a declarBtion. I ■■ 
moreover, ghid that it arrived after the most oneqiiiTocal maik d tbe 
{wrfect faith I have in your words had heen given. The aetl yoQ hsic 
shown in my affairs on so im]>ortant an occasion can at this tine od|f 
be repaid by my entire confidence. 

•* You cannot doubt that you are entitled to be regarded by ■* 
with tlie feelings which make me pray God may have you, llr. £Qm^ 
in his holy kit»ping. — Your very affectionate OrwiTta 

•• Mariestcul. M October 1788." 
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in Gothcnbui^ (Oct 3), where his presence waa wholly 
unlocked for ; with his usual success^ he at once infused 
a K{>irit of determined resistance into the inhabitants of 
the place. The herald sent by Prince Charles of Hesse 
to summon the town was led blindfold into the presence 
of the King, and informed that the place would be 
defended to the last extremity. 

On the 4th, Gustavus wrote from Gothenburg to 
Baron d'Amfeldt^ 

'' Oothenbourg, ce 4 dOcicbre 178& 

'' Je Ruis arrivd ici hier au soir k onze heures, mon 
cher ami, et apr5s avoir attendu une bonne heure au 
pont-levis par une temi)Cte affreuse, j'ai 6i6 bien d^dom- 
mage i>ar ma reception. J*aTois couru la poste depuis 
AIcngHab, et suis entr6 k cheval ; dbs que j'avois pass^ 
la dc^li^re iKiste, et que j*<^tois parvenu aux quais, uno 
troui>e de bouigeois me rcconnut, et commen^tt k crier 
Vive le Iloi ; k ces cris tout le monde vint aux fendtres, 
et sortit dcH inaisons, et accompagn^ d*une foule immense, 
je suis arriv6 k la niaison de gouvemement • • • 
Gothenbourg n*<5toit pas tenable il y a huit jours ; ai\jour- 
dliui il i>eut tenir quatre semaines, et dans quelqnes 
joun» plus longtemps/' etc etc. etc. 

** II faut (|ue le courier d*Elliot ait fait impresnon, 
puis^pie Ton cn>it que les ennemis so soient arrCt^Sa 1^ 
Udtlevalla. • • • 

* lUrun d'Amfelilt wai at the time commanding th« King'a troops 
in lUltN-arliA ; tdift the death of King GoitaTiu the Baron tent to Mr. 
Klliot, in 17$>8, copit^s of the confidential correspondence which had 
paaanl lietwefu the King and himself daring the aalamn of 17S8* 
From tliia i-orrcft|iondence the above extracts are msde. 
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On the 6th the King wrote again, " Mardi an phu 
tard, la ville sera investie. Lea Princes paaseroat de- 
main la rivifere ; nous nc pouvons Icur disputer le paange 
n'ayant pas de troupes ; il &ut les haiceler et les inquidter 
pour retarder le passage. ^ ^ ^ Elliot airiye, il sera refo, 
conune il le m6ritc, sous tons les rapports imaginables."^ 

The representations which, in the meanwhile, Mr. 
Elliot had been employed in urging on the Danish 
leaders, had been by no means successfuL He q>parait 
moderation of Count Bemstorff previous to Mr. EIliot'8 
departure for Sweden was repudiated by the oimdiict of 
the royal princes at the head of the army ; and, hanug 
warned the princes that the consequences of an attack 
on the King of Sweden's dominions would be a roptore 
with England and Prussia, Mr. Elliot joined the Kiig 

* [Translation.] 

** I am veil here yesterday evening at eleven o'clock, my d» 
friend, and after having waited a whole hour at the drawbridfce in a 
fearfid teinjiost, I Wiis well repaid by my reception. I trajdled pat 
from Alengsal), and entered on horseback. When I had paswdtbehrt 
])ost, and drew near the quays, a troop of townsfolk recognised n^ 
and began to cry *Vive le Koi." At these ahonts eveiybody eune to 
the windows and out of the houses, and, accompanied by an immeaM 
crowd, I arrived at the Govern meut-house. Ei^t days ago Gotiica- 
bni^ was not tenable ; now, it may hold ont four weekly and soaw 
days longer, etc. etc. 

'* Elliot's courier must liavc made an impression, since it is beUefid 
tluit the en(;Tny has stop{KH.l at Uddevalla. 

"On TuejHlay, at latest, the town will bo invested. The Princei 
will |>ass the river to-morrow. We cannot dispute the passigp, not 
having troo]ts. They must Xm harassed and disturbed to retard their 
p;iHhagi>. Fllliot arrives. He will l)o neceiTed, ss hr 

deserves, on every score." 
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in Gothcnbui^ (Oct 6), and preparod to await with him 
the attack of the enemy. Throe days later the town 
was saved. 

** I knew, my lord," wrote Mr. Elliot, in the narra- 
tive he subsequently sent to his Qovemment of these 
events, ** how decisive the appearance of an Eng- 
lish minister, at that trying moment, would be at 
Gothenburg — it re-united the well-disposed, and dis- 
heartened the disaffected. An early acquaintance with 
the art of war and science of engineering enabled me to 
point out the most important positions for defence ; and 
the voluntary offer of assistance from the gallant spirit 
of the English seamen, then in that harbour, ready to 
man the batteries under my command, would, I trust, 
have IicIihhI to render the Danish attack of a very 
ckmbtful issue, had those very preparations not had the 
more desirable effect of inducing the Prince of Hesse to 
treat for an armistice of eight days,^ in which interval 
the IVussian declaration arrived, and I was confessed to 
have been no less the saviour of Ilolstein than of Goth- 
enburg, Sweden, and its sovereign. • • • 

** To HO circumscribetl a period had the distresses 
of the King rcducetl the p<msibility of retrieving his 
affairs, that hod I reached Caristadt twenty- four 
hours later tliau I did, or been less fortunate in con- 
cluding the first armistice before the expiration of 

* Thf Prince* of ll«iMif*i U*tUT, |tn>iMwiiig U» Mr. Elliot ti> join him* 
srif atiti t)i<- Priii<'«* Knyal at IkUiuii t4} trmt of an arniisttcr, is lUtrd 
7th <V>t.>)irr. Tliat annintir**, ronrliulf«| under Mr. Klliot'ii medi»tion 
aihI punint«*«>, maji |tn>longni for u month, ami thf final convi^ntioii fur 
th«* rta«-uAtiou iif Swtilrn woa ^if^fMl at IMtlv^alla in NoTrmbrr. 
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forty-eight hours, Gothenbui^ must have fiJlen ; and I 
have the authority of the King, seconded by the Toioe of 
the whole country, to say, in that case there would have 
been no safety for the soTcreign in his own domfauoUy 
and that nothing less than a successful war, carried oo 
by foreign i)owcr8, could haye rescued Sweden from a 
dismemberment by Russia and Denmark."^ 

On the night of the dth, elcTcn days after the fint 
meeting of the King and the English repreaentatife, tk 
former was able to write to Baron d'Amfeldt that 9t 
armistice was signed, and the firm and cautious measoni 
of the minister had thus been crowned with sucoesa 

'^ Oothenbaurg, ce 9 Ociobre 1788, 
** A 10 heurea du mnr. 

^* Je me hftte, mon cher ami, de tous euToyer la coii- 
Tcntion ci jointe, qui vient d'etre sign^ en ce moment; 
par les arrangements que nous avons pris, €k>thenboiiig 
est hors d'insulte, et j'esp^re que dans huit jours nooi 
pourrons parler d'un plus haut ton. Je ne puis aoei 
loucr Elliot ; il Tient de faire un grand coup qui bat 
honneur tant h son jugement qu!k son courage, et qa» 
en sauTant la Su^de, conserve la balance de I'Europe et 
couvre TAngletcrre de gloire. ♦ ♦ ♦ Adieu, mon boa 
ami, ne vous ddsesp^rez pas, nous sortirons bien de oette 
afiairc-ci, et h notre honneur. Je vous embrasae detent 
mon coeur. Gustavk."* 

1 NovemlxT 29, 178S. Hugh Elliot to Lord Cumarthen. 

' [Translation'.] 

'* Gothenburg, 9^ Ockiber I18S, 

'* ^(i o'clock etetiii^h 
" I hasten, my dear friend, to send you the annexed co&TCStMNit 
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On the 16th October the King wrote that the 
anniHtice had been prolonged, and that the Prussian 
enToy, Baron de Borck, had arriTcd, ^'auasi chaud 
pour noa inti^r^ts que le chevalier Elliot mfime." On 
the IDth the King tells his correspondent that the 
Prince of Hesse had announced to Mr. Elliot his 
intention of retiring into Norway, but, on the 2d of 
November, he says that the negotiations have been 
cbei-ked by the pretensions of the Prince of Hesse, that 
be, the King, has in consequence ordered the imme* 
diate occupation of two towns lately evacuated by the 
enemy, and he a<lds — '^ Je ne puis assez me louer du 
ministrc de IVusse ; il serait h souhaiter qu'KIliot n'eut 
point diminu6 de zile et d*activit6 depuis que noe 
affaires ont commence k se remettre. II pent avoir 
raison, mais moi je nm pas tort de vouloir tirer parti 
dc8 consi^iuences." 

It was clearly not the duty of the English Minister 
to facilitate these views of the King. He represented 
m neutral (>ower desirous to act fairly by all parties, 
with the object of maintaining the balance of power in 
the North, not of allowing one potentate to overreach 
the other. The Annual Ilegister for 1/88 tells the 

vhkh hM ju.tt Wrn iignf<L Ry the arnuigrm^nta we hare made 
<;otIiriil»iir)( in Haft* fn)iii iniiult ; and I ho]H* that in eight dayi we may 
lie Mf to tak«> A hi^licr tone. I cannot praiae Elliot aafflciently. He 
Iku aitofupIiNhcil a niaiit«*r iitroke, which does aa much honour to hit 
JQ«i^iirnt an to Win courai^, and which, by taring Sweden, pfeanrca 
thr tialjni i* of Kurofie and covers England with glory. Adieu, my good 
friend ; do not di-^^iniir, we nhall cume out of this buatneaa weU and 
with honour. I embrace you with all my heart. GvtTAVVa.** 
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whole narratiTo of these negotiationB at length, and 
with great accuracy, as may be seen by compariiig it 
with the original and very yoluminous papers pieserred 
by Mr. Elliot, containing his oorrespondenoe witk 
the King of Sweden, Count Bemstorff, and Prinee 
Charles of Hesse ; and no feature in the stoiy is more 
creditable to the English minister than the perfbct 
fairness of his dealing towards both parties, which i» 
rewarded by the confidence of the Swedish Emg (m the 
one hand, and of the Danish commander, Prince Cfaaiki 
of Hesse, on the other. 

The King of Sweden showed a greater amoont of 
spirit in facing the unexpected storm which had hunt 
upon his country than of judgment and fofbeaiaaee 
when he found himself no less unexpectedly relieved 
from its dangers. 

Encouraged by the loyal and patriotic spirit wliicb 
these dangers had raised throughout his people, ani- 
mated by hatred of the Danes, and by a desire to 
revenge on them, with the assistance of his two powerfbl 
allies, the humiliations they had wreaked on him, be 
was become less eager to advance the negotiations than 
to seek a pretext for a fresh rupture. This diqpositkm 
showed itself in various ways, to the great embarn»- 
ment of the mediating ministers. It first appeared ia 
the seizure (12th Oct.), during the armistice, of twenfy 
Norwegian barks, laden with provisions, stores, asd 
anns, for the invading army, which were carried into 
(f othenbui^ '' with all the triumph of a victory ; wbibt 
the King 8up{)orteil this violence on the ground that 
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flca8 and waters were not mentioned in the instm* 
ment** 

ThiM act of violence and of bad faith produced a 
joint and strong remonstrance from the ministers of 
England and IVussia. Mr. Elliot also wrote a 8ei>arate 
a|>|>cal to the King's sentiments of honour and justice, 
|)ointing out tlie utter ini(X)HHibility of his continuing to 
hold the honourable title bestowed on him by the King 
ami the IVincc of Hesse, of arbiter between them, should 
be licctHnc a consentuig i>arty to such a violation of the 
engagement drawn up by his efforts. The King having 
before com(>limented the minister on the glorious situa- 
tion he was |>laced in, an ** individual is the depository 
of the solcnm word of a great king, and of a prince com- 
man<ling an army" — Mr. Elliot now repeated these 
wcinls in his letter, to recall them to the King's memory, 
aiwl as intriMluctory to his subject, he then proceccls:^ — 
'Mt was on the acknowle<lgcd character of British ve- 
r»i*ity, stable as the foundation of their island, the under- 
writtc*n saw a sovereign and a |)rince rely, to stop the 
cflfusion of bliKMl, on the |>oint of inundating the north 
of Kun>{K>. It was on the verbal assurance of a stranger, 
cre<litc<l for the faith of his name and country, that two 
mmiies, ready to conilmt, have resigne<l their hatreil, and 
renewed their ancient ties of amity and confraternity. 
It is, therefore, in the sacred name of honour and truth, 
that the undcm ritten is obliged to declare that, accord- 
ing t4> his weak insight, the objects contested must be 
rei4ore<l to IMnce diaries of Hesse. lie dispenses with 

' AnntuU KcgifUrr. 
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entering into a discussion of time and place— he fiilfik 
his task in virtue of his right as umpire*^ 

The King^s answer to this letter is among Mr. Elliot s 
papers, and is sufficiently quaint ; it was long in ccMiiiiig, 
since the date is 2d November : — 

'' Gothenburg, 2d Nov. 1788. 

'^Monsieur de Bork m*a remis la lettre que toqs 
m'avez fait le plaisir de m'^rire, et il voos rendrm OHite 
de ce qui a ^t^ r^lu entre nous. Je suis si eoniij^ 
d*entendre parler de ces b&teaux que voos no troufmi 
pas Strange que je ne vous en parle plus. Une dioie 
plus inti^ressante c'est d'avoir des nouvelles de votie 
sant(^, qu'on m'a dit 6tre bien mauvaise, comme je cniu 
que le mouvement que vous vous 6tes donn^ poor ma 
affaires soit en grande partie cause de son d^nmgement, 
c*est une raison de plus pour m'y int^resaer. J'eqiire 
que vous voudrez bien me donner de vob nouvelles et fl 
vous souhaiteriez d*avoir mon m^ecin et que je ^ * * 
[illegible] qu'il vous trouv&t^ je vous renvemus. it 
vous prie, etc. etc. Gustatb. 

^'Vous voudrez bien vous chaiger de mes eompli- 
mens les plus tendrcs pour le Prince Royal, et bien dee 
honn6tet(is pour mon beau frfere."^ 

^ [Translation.] 

*' OoiKenburg, 2i N&vmtilber 1788. 
" M. de Borck has given mo the letter which joa have done mi tht 
kindness to write to me, and he will give you an aocoont of aD tkit 
hsis Won rf solve<l on between us. I am so tired of hearing of UieK 
barks that you will not think it strange that I aaj no more sbott 
thorn. A mon) inttToHting thing is to hear of your health, whick I ■■ 
told lias been very bod ; it is the more interesting to hm^ beeaon I f^ 
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A few dajB later, the King, to save himself the 
mortiBcation of a restitution to hin enemies, determined 
to make oTcr the barks to Mr. Elliot, which he did in 
the following terms : — 

'' 8 Nac. Oothenbaurg. 

" Note, par ordre du Roi. 

^* Pour donner une preuve de Testime et dc la con- 
akloration que la conduite de M. Elliot, etc. etc, a 
inApird au Itoi, et nianpicr h ce ministre combien Sa 
Majeste lui Hait grd du zMe qu'il a ti^moign^^ pour le Roi 
et la couronne de Su6de, Sa M^jesti^ fait pn^nt h ce 
ministre, et h lui seul, des bfttcaux pris et de leurs car- 
gaisons,"^ etc etc 

" (Sign<5) CoMTE Sparre, 

" Lieut, 'G^niral Cmnmamiant m. Chef 
tous Us ordres du Roi. " 

About the same time that the seizure of the barks 
hail taken {ilace, the King had published a proclama- 
tion, or nuuiifesto,^ '' evidently intended to excite the 
greatcHt (MmHiblc animosity against the Danes, by most 
injuriously and unjustly charging on the Norwegian 
anny, and of course u|)on their general, the ruin of the 

Uut thr i4(iuti«in my Afliiini Katc caaiwHl you nuy be in agirat measure 
th** rauiw of it.H <lrnin>(t>niciit. I ho|ic you will let tne hear from you, 
aji«l if you wiNh to hnvi* my phyiiit uin, and tliat I [illegible] that ha 
vouM fni'I you, I will «*n<l him. I lieg yon," etc. etc 

" Ctivt* my moat tcmlrr n'ganU to the IVince Royal, and kindeat 
eoniplimrnlA to my brother-in-law. " 

' T\w iiotr ^o<"i on t(» vuluo the cargoea, and to dirvct that the coat 
of ftorffl injun**! or tliHtroyt'd aliould l)e {Mud in money. 

' Annual Hegl<it«*r. 
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Swedish proTinces in their possessioii, by the exoiU- 
tances and depredations of which they were gnfltj.**^ 
It was to the honour of the English minister that he 
showed as much zeal in refuting these calnmnies, in 
justifying the conduct and vindicating the honour of the 
Prince of Hesse^ as he had constantly done in promodnf; 
and securing the interests of Sweden. This strangelT- 
timed manifesto^ which^ like the affair of the baiks, hq>- 
pened during the first armistice, produced the foUowiDg 
note from Prince Charles of Hesse to Mr. Elliot : — 

" Secrette. 

^' Je Youlais justement tous marquer, mon cher ami, 
que nous allions penser k notre retraite quand je T&pu 
la lettrc du Roi ;^ je d6sire fort de tous voir bientdt ici, 
comme tous me TaTcz promis,etr^ler d6finitiTementiPee 
TOUS plusieurs circonstances importantes. Je Toolais 
TOUS proposer de rdgler une armistice poor oontiniier 
jusquau ler Mai, mais je n'ose en ce moment, ^^rteli 

^ These calumnies appear to have found their way into the EqgUik 
newspapers, for some months later we find the Prince of HeMe writng 
to Mr. Elliot to comphiiu of an article in the Morning Cknmkltf n 
which, among other mis-statements, it was reported that **tb«5<V' 
wegians and the German Prince at their head,*' had carried inMntmaiti 
of t4)rlure with them into Sweden. The Prince begs Mr. EUiol to 
rog}iin for him the esteem of liis excellent countrymen, by coiiTiiicii(( 
them that no other instruments than sui^cal ones had formed piit^ 
his ktggage. " J'ose es^ierer de yotre amitie Monsieur nn Rcit M 
simpht ct naif des faits, et que votre noni si glorienx pour Totre nitiM 
dt'tniira toutes Irs alxnuinations que Ton se plait en SuMe i r^paDdi^ 
<-<tiitn> nioi. Jo vous cmbra.s.s<' de tout mon creur. Ood blcas t^hi, ny 
•h-ar sir. OUAKLBS." 

" A hostih' K'tttT from {\\o kinji 
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belle declaration de Sa Majesty Su^doise^ qui ne me 
parait gufere dispos6 pour cet eflfet. . . . Je vous 
embraase de tout mon coeur. Charles. 

The prince wrote a more formal letter after hearing 
of Mr. Elliot's spirited vindication of his conduct. 

" Monsieur — Si Fincartade de Sa Majesty Su^doise 
ayait pu me donner un moment de mauTaise humeur, 
j'en ai ^t^ bien d^dommag^ par rotre chfere lettre qui m'a 
fait un plaisir infini; agre^z^ Monsieur^ mcs plus vifs 
remerciments de la noblesse de tos proc^d^s k mon 
dgard. Je suis p^n^tr^ de reconnaissance. . . . Je 
suis dans Tattente du plaisir de tous voir ici. Son 
Altesse Royale (le Prince Royal) me charge de vous 
faire ses complimens — nous r^glerons ensemble les arti- 
cles d'une armistice prolong^e jusqu'au ler Mai, et tout 
ce qui conceme la rentr^e du corps auxiliare en Norwfego 
pour y prendre ses quartiers dliiver. D*avance j'ose 
vous donner plein pouvoir, ne pouvant remettre en des 
meilleures mains les int^rSts des braves troupes que j'ai 
ITionneur de commander. Nous n'aurons alors qu'Ji 
mettre ici la demi^re main aux conditions que je ne 
balancerai pas d'accepter d^s que vous les trouvez 
justes. 

'^ Je suis, avec ime consideration et une amiti^ aussi 
distingu^es que sincferes et parfaites — Monsieur, votre 
trfes humble serviteur, 

^^ Charles, Prince de Hesse. 

" UddcivaUe, 26th Odolxre 1788." 

On Mr. Elliot's appearance in the town of Udde- 
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Talla, he receiTcd a quaint letter finom the magis- 
trate^ who, in the name of his fellow-citiieiiSy implored 
the English minister to make interest on their bdialf 
with the Danish general, in order that they may be 
relieved of a contribution in specie which he had 
threatened to levy on them. 

The letter, signed Anders Abeig, and dated, Udd^ 
walle, 5th NoTember, says — ** Tis a gloiy for this towa 
to receive your Excellence, and also for its magistntei 
to pay their humble attendance. The Swedes in genenl 
love and esteem the English nation, but we feel a 
special veneration and love for your Ezcellenoe's high 
person, who, by the grace of God, is the true and 
effective man to restore peace and tranquillity to the 
North. We have the greatest reason to return oar 
humble thanks to your Excellence, who already his 
mediated, and procured a stop to the cruels of the nar, 
through this most desired and happy suspension of anafr 
* * * I venture also to advance this my hunblB 
petition, that it might please your Excellence to re- 
commend this little town to further gracious treatmeat, 
that no contribution may be asked from it. So we wiD 
strive as much as in our power to acconunodate us ^ 
the will and commandment of their Highnesses, as hflg 
as their troops live here, etc 

'' The magistrates of this town beg leave to bare a 
share in the grace and benevolence of your ExoelleBKr 
and henceforth to be in your gracious memory included. 

The final convention for the evacuation of Swedea* 
on the 6th of November, was drawn up by Mr. Elliot at 
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Uddcralla in the proRenoe of the Prince of Hone, 
while hui Swediiih Miyesty and the Prasnan nunister 
(both at Gothenbuig), discouraged bj the refuAals they 
had met with, had so completely lost hopes of suceees, 
that preparations were making for the recommencement 
of hoHtilities. 

** Having twice," says Mr. Elliot, in a despatch to 
his goTcmmcnt, ** prcTcnted the King of Sweden from 
breaking the armistice, at Uddeyalla I prerented the 
PrinccH from recommencing their operations, which they 
had determined to do in conse<iuence of the ill-timed 
and violent declaration of his Swedish Majesty." 

^^ The IMnce Royal, in the presence of his officers, 
eallcfl me ' Tami commun du NonL' 

** Six weeks after my arrival in Sweden, a victorious 
army of 1 2,(HK) men, animate<l by the presence of the 
Prince, were checked in their progress by my single 
elfinrts, were inducetl to c^'acuate the Swedish territories, 
and conscntc<l to a truce of Hix months in order that the 
mediating powers might have time to establish the peace 
of the North on a solid basis. 

*^ The courier who is charged with^these letters was 
witness U^ the marks of attention and respect conferred 
upon His Majesty s minister in this singular scene. He 
saw thoHc IMnces at the head of their troops, drawn up 
in order of battle, al>andon the great object of their 
ambition, and, in my presence, give orders to the army 
to begin their march back to Norway. 

** Perhaps in the annals of histoiy there is not to be 
foun<! a mi>re striking testimony of deference paid by a 

T 
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foreign prince to a King of England, than that the 
Prince Royal of Denmark manifested on tfaia tiTing 
occasion." 

On the Teiy day of his departure fix>m Swedeni asd 
immediately after his parting interview with the King, 
Mr. Elliot wrote to His Majesty and to the Prince Bojal 
of Denmark to acknowledge the courtesy and kindnen 
which he had experienced from them, and to Btk their 
pardon for the '^ vivaciUs '* into which he confesses thai 
an excess of zeal had betrayed him during some of the 
discussions he had held in their presence. 

The copies of these letters have been pieeenred, and 
in both occur passages which cannot be passed ow, 
since they are honourably characteristic of a man whw 
courage was no less conspicuous in the i»eseDce of 
powerful individuals than in the treatment of importaat 
transactions. They may also be taken in evidence d 
the imposing position filled by him as umpire between 
the two royal antagonists, which entitled him to U 
what Mirabeau was wont to say : — " Ma t£te ansa at 
une Puissance."^ To the King he says — 

^ '' OotherUxmrg, le 10 Nov. ITW. 

^' Sire — Au moment de mon depart daignes agrteoe 
pcu de lignes dict^s par un coeur rempli de respect^ de 
reconnaissance ct d'attachment. Pardonnes, Sire, ke 
torts de lliumanit^ ; le souvenir des moments ok j'ai 
pA par trop de z^le manquer k votre M%jest^, oonne 
mon front de rongeur et remplit mon ftme d'amertmse. 

* Tlic saying attributed to Mirabean in given in a priTate ktterrf 
Sir Gill)ort Elliot's. 
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Daignez, Sire, oublier mes torts, et souffrir qu'en quittant 
votre Royaume, j'ose encore 6tre vrai. 

'* Je crois pr^Yoir la eonsommation d'une alliance 
d^fensiye qui va assurer la tranquillity des ^tats de 
V. M. et celle des pays voisins. II ne feut qu'un «am- 
fice, c'est celui de cette malheureuse gloire qu'un Prince 
ne pent obtcnir que par Tefiusion du sang. Prenez, 
Sire, i)our guide votre cceur noble, ^lev^ et sensible, et 
il ne Tous dictera jamais la mort d'un homme ni la 
mine d'une famille. 

" La gloire d'un Prince conqu^rant ne s'dcrit qu'en 
lettres de sang, et ne s'^temise que par le souvenir des 
devastations des Provinces et la desolation des Peuples. 
Un roi guerrier depend pour sa reputation de la 
cohue vulgaire et doit s'adresser aux prejug^s et k Pig- 
norance pour obtenir le suflfrage d'un jour, que la plume 
du philosophe, la page de Thistorien boideversent quel- 
que fois m@me avant que la mort ait enseveli toutes 
les facultes mortelles dans le n^ant d'od elles sont 
sorties. 

" Consultez, Sire, les loix du Roi des Boix, et recon- 
noissez que le Dieu de runivers est un Dieu de paix,'' 
etc. etc. etc.^ 

^ [Translation]. 

" Ooihenburg, 10th Ntyoefmher 1788. 
•*Sire — At the moment of my departure deign to accept a few 
lines, dictated by the strongest feelings of respect, gratitude, and at- 
tachment. Forgive, Sire, the failings of humanity ; the memoiy of 
those moments in which, through an excess of zeal, I failed in respect 
to your Majesty causes a flush to rise on my brow and fills my soul 
with bitterness. 
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To the younger Prinoe he writes more ttsnmffy 
stiU:— 

'' Gbarg. 10 NatAre. 178a 

'^ Monaeigneur — ^Aa moment de quitter la Subde poor 
me rendre k Copenhague, permettei^ Monaeigiieiir, que 
je me jette h yob pieds, que je lui renouTelle au nom di 
Roi men maitre, au jtiom dn Roi de Pniaaey dee remerci- 
mens pour la noblesse, la dignity, la modiratioD de foi 
proc^^ Je reconnaiBy M^ toute F^tendue, toote llm- 
portance des conqu^tes qui ne ponvaient &^happer k k 
braToure de tob troupes oil k lliabilet^ de tos offiden 
Je sens done Tivement le prix du sacrifioe fidt k h 

" Deign, Sire, to forget my errors, and miffer me» in leaving joa 
kingdom, once more to speak the tmth. 

" I think I foresee the consommation of a defenare alUaiiee vkkk 
would secure the tranquillity of yoor Majesty's states and that of tbi 
neighbouring countries. But one sacrifice is necessaiy ; it is that of tUi 
miserable glory which a Prince can only obtain by the effusioii of Uood. 
Follow, then, Sire, the guidance of your noble and elevated hsarti mi 
it will never decree the death of a man or the ruin of a family. 

" The glory of a warrior Prince can only be written in lettoirf 
blood, and he can only be immortalised by the remembnnos of tb0 
devastation of provinces and the desolation of nations. A warrior lug 
depends for his reputation on the vulgar crowd, and most addrai iBa- 
self to prejudice and ignorance to obtain the applaose of a day, fHiA 
the pen of tlie philoso])her, the page of the historian, often annul ev9 
before death comes to enshroud the mortal faculties in the nothiigaoi 
from which they came. Consult, Sire, the laws of the King of Kii^ 
and acknowledge that the Crod of the Universe is a Qod of Peaee." 

Mr. Elliot's freedom of speech appears to have had no ill 
on his intercourse with the King, for they continued to cone s po«i 
time to time on a most friendly footing, and did so even after Ifr> 
Elliot left Copenhagen. 
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dtf(£reiice que V. A. R. a daign^ me t^oigner pour le 
Roi Yotre oncle et son ti^s augoste alli^. Que ma joio 
sera comply si cette premiere marque des dispositions 
de V. A. R. it leur ^ard prepare la grande conf(6deration 
des Princes yertueux qui feront consister toute leur 
gloire k maintenir la paix de I'Europe et k considter le 
bonheur de leurs sujets. . . . 

'^ Accordez, Monseigneur, yotre pardon it un homme 
qui p^he souvent par trop de z51e. J'ai quelquefois 
manqu^ & V . A Royale en parlant mSme du Roi de 
SuMe. En me rappellant certaines expressions dict^^ 
par la chaleur du moment^ je sens que j'^tais ingrat vis 
h yis d un Roi, qui m'a combl^ de ses bont^ J*ose 
assurer V. A. Royale que le Roi de Su6de ne d6sire que 
le renouvellement de yotre amiti^ ; j'ajoute Monseigneur, 
que le Roi vous aime. J'ai quitt^ V. A Royale envi- 
ronn^ de Tecl&t de yos triomphes; j'ai trouv^ le Roi de 
Su6de quelques heures plus tard, humili^ par un 
jeune Prince, son neveu, chez qui il ayait ^t^ Tann^ 
pass^e k la m^mc ^poque, pour en rechercher ramiti6. 
A pen pr6s k Totre age, Monseigneur, ce mSme Roi n'ayait 
devant lui que le perspectif du bonheur, des succte et 
de la gloire. Toute FEurope le flattait, et ^tait rempli 
de ses ^loges. 

'^ Excusez, Monseigneur, que je risque en honn&te 
homme de supplier V. A R. dQ s'an^ter un instant 
pour fixer k jamais dans Totre souvenir que le sort des 
Princes depend autant de leur bonne conduite que celle 
des individus. . . . 

" J 'implore la Proyidenoe de ne jamais inquirer it 
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V. A. R. que des sentimens de justice et dliuiiiaiiitj qm 
vous assureront la b^n^ction Diyine. 

'^ Pardonncz^ Monseigneur^ au predicateur Elliot im 
sermon que la sc^ne dont je sors m'a dicU^," etc etc.^ 

* [TRANSLATIOy.] 

'< GMhenburg, lOih ITavember 178& 
" Sir — At the moment of my departure from Sweden to letnnto 
Copenhagen, permit me, Sir, to throw myself at your feet, that I latj 
renew, in the name of the King my master, in the name of the %a§ 
of Prussia, acknowledgments for the nobleness, the dignity, the nodm* 
tion of your proceedings. I acknowledge. Sir, all the extent, all tk 
importance of the conquests which could not eacape the Yalonr d 
your troops or the skill of your officers. I feel, then, keenly, the nhe 
of the sacrilice made to the deference that your Koyal Hi^mea kii 
deigned to show nie in regard to the King your uncle and hii th; 
august ally. How complete will be my satiafiBUition if this firrt tokei 
of the dispositions of your Royal Highness towards them paves the vij 
for the great confederation of virtuous Princes, who ^ill make all thdr 
glory consist in maintaining the peace of Europe and in consalting the 
happiness of their subjects. . . . 

'* Grant your pardon. Sir, to a man who often errs firom an exeoi 
of zeal. I have been sometimes wanting in respect to yonr Boyal High- 
ness in speaking of the King of Sweden. In recalling some txpnmam 
wluch escaped me in the heat of the moment, I feel that I was xofft^ 
ful to a king who has laden me vrith kindness I venture to mmn 
your Koyal Higliness that the King of Sweden only desires the tmewd 
of your friendship. 1 add, sir, that the King loves you. 1 left pv 
lioyal Highness in all the glory of triumph — I found the King of Swedo, 
a few hours later, humbled before a young prince, his nephew, vhea 
lie had Wsitcd tills time last year to seek his friendship. When abMt 
your age, Sir, this same King had before him a perspective of happBca^ 
of success, and of glory ; all Europe flattered him, and was filled witk 
his praises. 

** Pardon nu\ Sir, if I venture, as an honest man, to intmt 
your Koyal Highness to pause an instant, in order to fix in yov 
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In difierent style from both these letters is the one 
he addressed to the Prince of Hesse^ urging on him the 
duty of tempering the warlike dispositions of the young 
Prince of Denmark. After expatiating on the Prince's 
resemblance to his royal uncle the King of England^ 
and on the latter's happy domestic life, he ends thus: — 

" Plftt k Dieu que tons les Princes de FEurope trou- 
yassent autant de gloire k fidre des en&nts qu'it detruire 
des hommes I " 

To which the Prince of Hesse replied : — " Je vous 
rends mille graces, Monsieur, au nom de tons les Princes 
de TEurope du bon souhait que vous faites pour eux. 
La guerre et la gloire dont vous faites mention s'allient 
trte bien selon la mythologie ancienne." 

On his return to Copenhagen, Mr. Elliot found 
eight Russian ships of the line, which should have 
wintered at Gothenburg, lying at their anchorage in 
the Soimd; and the reception given him by Count 
Bemstorff, and the Russian minister, prepared him, in 
some degree, for the intrigues which the discomfited 
partizans of the Russian and Danish alliance had in- 
sidiously conducted during his absence, with the hope 
of injuring him in the estimation of his own Court. 

A young prince checked in the hour of victory, an 

memory for ever the truth, that the fate of Princes depends as much 
on their good conduct as that of private persons. . . • 

•* I implore Providence ever to inspire your Royal Highness with 
those sentiments of justice and humanity which will secure to you the 
Divine blessing. 

** Forgive, Sir, the preacher Elliot a sermon dictated by the scene 
which he has just quitted," etc. etc. etc. 
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anuy turned back in sight of a great and eaagr priw, 
a powerful minister baffled and disappointed, funiahed 
elements of mischief which could not fiul to raiie a 
stonn. 

The accusation brought against Mr. Elliot bj hit 
enemies, was that of having out-stepped his instnidioiis 
— of having declared war against the allied powers of 
Russia and Denmark, without the authority of his 
government. As soon as he became aware of tbe 
nature of the charges made against him, Mr. EUioi 
appealed, in a very spirited and manly despatch, to Loid 
Carmarthen. The letters which had passed betweei 
himself and the King of Sweden and the Prince of 
Hesse sufficiently attested the accuracy of his asMr 
tion, that he had never declared a state of war to exid 
between England and Denmark ; but that he had pio* 
nounced it to be the inevitable consequence of peiSBt* 
ence on the part of the Danish commanders in their 
meditated attack on the first commercial city of Swedeii 
The despatches which Mr. Elliot had received at variooi 
periods throughout the year from the Fngtiali Goven- 
nient, and the letters from Mr. Ewart, together with Ad 
Prussian instructions of M. de Borck, fully justified 
Mr. Elliot^ in his own opinion, in adopting the conne 
which he had so successfully pursued ; and after statiDg 
this fully and explicitly^ he closed his despatch hj the 
avowal of the extreme disappointment and mortificatioB 
with which he found himself under the necessity of 
disproving the injurious accusations of his enemies* tt 
a moment when he had looked with confidence to n- 
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oeiTingy in the augmented confidence of his own goyem- 
menty the due reward of his arduous serrices.^ 

To this spirited appeal the Duke of Leeds replied 
as follows: — 

'' I hare the satisfaction of acquainting you, by Uis 
AfajcAtY s command) that he highly approTcs the teal 
and ability which you hare manifested in the very deli- 
cate and critical situation in which you were placed, 
and in which you came under the necessity of acting, 
from the i>reHsure of the moment, without waiting for 
His Majesty 8 i>articular orders. His Miyesty considers 
the general tenor of the instructions wliich you hare 
recciTcd, and the peculiar uigency of the situation, as 
baring fully justifiecl you in the measures which you 
adoptc<l to prevent the mischievous consequences of the 
extension of hostilities/* etc. etc. *^ You may show this 
despatch to Count Demstorff." 

The IVussian Government was not less warm in its 
approval of Mr. Elliot s services to the cause of the 
Northern alliance. 

Mr. Kwart wrote from Berlin, October 31, 1788 — 
^'Comit llerzberg begs me to re{)eat to you the 
atrougest asHuranccs of his esteem and admiration, 

* Tilt* il«"i|«itchct fruin whirh the Damtivr given iu Uic trxt of Mr. 
EUiot't <-oiiila<t in SiicUi«n has U'cn Uken, were •!! written after hU 
r«rtum to ('ofH'iihii^'n, and after he had learni-d the elfurta which had 
bem niatle iu I^ndou hy Count Wf>ruuxow, Kuaatan Miniater, and II. 
d« Si-huuhuni, DaniJih Cliarge d'AtTairea, to ubtain from the Engliab 
GoTemineut u diauvowal uf hia Swediah |Hihi*y. Hence the tone of 
•elf-aaaertioii which may U' remarked iu hiA ahare of tho ** Swediah 
C orreapoadeuie, " and which ia foreign to hia uaual atyle. 
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adding that the extraordmaiy ability you had diqplajed 
not only justly entitled you to the appellation ct aa 
excellent minister, but to that of a distiDguished states- 
man, since you had acted much more in the latter 
capacity than in the former, by haying directed the 
whole of the operations entirely yourseli^ 

** His Prussian M^jesiy, in a long conveFBation I had 
with him the other evening, paid the most flattering 
compliments to you, and to the whole of your oonduct 
on this critical and important occasion* I don't winder 
that Count Bemstorff says he likes you much better as 
a man than as a minister." 

The Annual Register tells us that, during the ei- 
suing winter, Mr. Elliot, ^^ whose ability and addrM 
had produced such essential and timely benefit in the 
foregoing year, still took the lead, on the part of the 
three allied courts, in all affairs relative to the Noithen 
kingdoms ; continuing to exert the utmost seal in Ae 
pursuit of the object which was finally attained—nam^i 
the neutrality of Denmark in the war betwem Swedea 
and Russia."^ 

' A tribute to Mr. Elliot's merits, wliich wiU acarcely be mpMtei 
of partiality, may be seeii in the foUowiDg letter from tbe AmbMite 
of France at Stockholm, a man whose name i* invariably mentioBrf i> 
Mr. Elliot's correspondence with the highest respect. 

** Stockholm, I7tk N99. 178& 

" Vous n'avcz fait que x^raitre en Suhde Mondenr, et Totee praw 
y a retabli la paix et la tranquillity. Vous avez anM dit ton ptnop 
UTie giiorre ontn> deux voisins que Icur int^rSt common antant qiw "* 
liasons de sang doivent toujours tcnir en bonne intelligence ; et |«r * 
surces de vos negotiations vous avez prevenu dcs malheun inentwi 
pour le Danemarc et pour la Suede. Vous jouissez de cette dooc«»fr* 




17»2] SWEDISH CX>RRESPOin)EKCE. 331 

The fftory of this curious bit of diplomatic seirice 
eannot be more apti; concluded, than by the insertion of 
the two following letters : — ^The first from the King of 
Sweden to George IIL, and the second from the town 
of Gothenburg to Mr. Elliot 



ti 



Copie d*uno lettre de Sa Miyest^ le Roi de Sudde k Sa 
MajestiS Britannique — datde de Gothenbourg ud 
16 Oct 1788. Conforme k la minute qui se trou?e 
aux archives ministerielles de SuMe. 



** Monsieur mon Fr^rc ct Cousin ! — J'ai dans tons 
Ics temps mis trop de prix h Tamitid de votrc M^jest^ 
poor ne pas dans le moment present, oil elle m'en donne 
<ieii preuves si essentielles, lui en t^^moigner ma rccon- 
naiiwance. Votro Majc8t<$ a senti la n<k:essit4^ de oon- 
aenrcr la balance dans le Nord. Elle a rendu justice k 
men sentiments pour clle. Elle a tu que la Sufcde 
•eule pourait arrdter lexplosion de Tambition de la 
RusHie, et fonncr une barri^ro pour TEurope, et Voire 
MajesuS a jug6 que, {K)ur effectuer une operation ai 
Mwntiellc iM)ur le bicn et la libert<S commune, il fallait 
aoutcuir la SuNle contre le nouvel ennemi, qui, en 
melaiit la fraudc k Tinimiti^, mena9ait la premiere yille 
commcn;ante de mon Rojaume. Arec un ami aussi 

f»rtion. Elle cut plus Mtiafiiimiitr pf>ar toiu que tnui Ifs complimniU 
f|u'f*u iwKimut mvm fairr I't ({ue nii'rite Tutre drxtmt« k numier denii 
cmrwctirrm, qui (Uim 1«* coun de cettt* n<^gocimtiuii li j'rn croU let recito 
qo'on uou« rn m fait, nVmt ]«« t«»uj<mni cte ferilee k acconler. 
** J'ep|»Uudis de Unit mon c<eur k rm eurcM,'* etc. etc. 

'^Maeqi'is di I*omi» 
'* AmhiismuUur de FttmM A iUcckAttim,'* 




332 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. p79f 

puissant^ je ne pouyais qu'fitre sttr de rioflBir, mab je 
dois k la Y^rit^ y ajouter que Bans la fermet^, raideur, 
le courage, et Fhabilet^ du Alinistre de Votre M^eBt^ k 
la cour de Danemarck, le Sieur Elliot^ vos bonim in- 
tentions n'eussent point eu le suoc&s d&ir& Je Ini dob 
la justice qu'on n'a pu mettre plus d'adiyit^ et de Ale 
dans scs d-marches qu'il n'a fidt pour retenir Iliyoste 
invasion de mes ennemis^ et que, malgi^ aa sant^ chan- 
cellante et les dangers de toute esp^ qull a eBBajiB, fl 
m'a scrvi conune il aurait pu servir votre 
it dire, avec la loyaut^ et la fermet^ d'un 
Anglais, et conune je ne puis mieux m'acquitter enrol 
lui qu*en rendant un fidMe compte de sa oondnite I 
votre Majesty, et que sa conduite m'est une nouTdb 
marque de vos sentiments pour moi, je me hftte ptroei 
lignes dc vous en t^moigner toute ma semibilit^, «■ 
vous assurant de tons les sentiments d'amiti^, de b 
haute estime, et dc la parfaite considiration iTee 
lesquels je suis, Monsieur, mon Fr6re et Cousin, de fotR 
Majesty, le Fr6re ct Cousin, Qtjbtavb."^ 

* [Translation.] 

'* ^^P7 ^^ A letter from Hia Majesty the King of Sweden to hit Britmic 

Mujesty, dated Gottenbuig, 16th October 1788. AooQidiBf * 

the minute iu the Ministerial ArchiTos of Sweden. 

'*Sir, my Brother and Cousin ! — I have at aU times too higWj 

valued your Majesty's friendship to withhold at the preient moMi 

when I receive such essential tokens of it, the aasaranoe of my gntitidfr 

Your MiijoHty has felt the necessity of preserving the balance of theNcitk 

You have done justice to my feelings towards you. You have lecB tkt 

Sw«*den alone can arrest the explosion of Kussian ambition, and kn a 

Uirricr for EuruiK», and your Mty'esty lias judged that, to effect an opa** 

tion so essential for liberty and the common good, Sweden moft be «•* 
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'' Traduction d'uiie Icttre ^crite en Latin et address^ au 
Bicor Elliot par Ic I'* Magistrat do la Villo de Oo- 
tbenbourgy aocompagnant une m^daille en or.^ 

** Montiieur ! — La Tpo^idnti ne pourro sans doute so 
leMouTenir qu*avec admiration do la rcddition merrcil- 
leuflc de Gothcnbourg en Tanned 1788, lorsque cette ville 
^tait ai pr^fl d*6tre attaqude par des forces ennemies, et 
de mibir un joug Stranger, et e'est en commemoration de 
oet 6v^nemcnt que la villo a cm do son devoir et do son 
honneur, d en ^temiser par une m^aille sa profonde 
reconnaissance. 

*' Vous, Monsieur, filtes h cette occasion un t<(moin 
cxrulairc dc rii<^roisnio et dc la sagesse avcc Icsquelles le 
Roi s^ut (krarter des dangers aussi menafants, et c'est la 
juste consideration de Sa M^jest^i pour toute sorte de 

taiiMd tgainnt the new enemy, who, mixing franil wHh enmity, menaced 
tlie prinripal cnnimcrciAl town in my kingtlom. With to powerful a 
IKrn<I I WM nniT of norct^M, but I owe it to truth to add that without 
the firmnruM, anlour, courage, an<l talent of your Migeaty'a minister at 
the Tnurt of Denmark, Mr. Klliot, your good intentionii would not hare 
ha«l th** <!<-4tn<<l micri-M. In juflttri* to him, 1 must aay that no one could 
h«r** «h«>wn more lutiYity and zeal than he did in the atepa he took to 
atay th<* unjuit inranion of my oiiemiea ; and that, notwithatanding hia 
precariiiQ* hralth and the dang«*ni of every kind which he haa undergone. 
Hi* ban arnreil me m he might have i«ervr«l your Mi^ty — th*t b to aay, 
with the loyalty and firmneat of a true Hrit4>n ; and aa I cannot dia* 
chargr my drhi ti him l>etter than by giving yo«r Mi^eaty a faithful 
arermnt of hi*« conduct, and aa hia conduct b to me a new mark of yoor 
regard, I hanti-n by theiic lines to show my aenie of it in aaauring yon 
of th<> ferlingn of friendship, higheat eateem, and moat exalted ragard 
with whirh I am. Sir. my bn»ther and couain, the brother and eooiln 
of yiwir Majrjity OraTATim." 

* Thi« mt^Ul in now in my poaaeaaion, given me by my mother. 
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m6rite^ qui a ^lair^ la ville sur sea devoirs cnyen toob, 
MonBieur^ dont le z^le infiBttigable dans les n^gociatioiK 
lea plus ^pineuses contribua si puissamment k leur 8Q^ 
c^s. 

" La yille ne pouyant jamais oublier des senrices a 
essentiels^ ni efia9er le souyenir de yos ^minentes quality 
personnelles, a cm pouyoir se permettre la liberty de toss 
oi&ir un exemplaire de la dite m^daille, comme on 
t^moignage des sentiments dont elle estp^n^trfe^etc'ert 
de sa part aussi bien que de la mienne, que j'ai HMnneiir 
de me dire, bien respectueusement, Monsieur^ yotre trb 
humble et trfes ob^issant seryiteur, 

'^ Daniel Pettersson/ 

" Bourffemaitre tU G&lknhm§. 

" Ootheninmrg, le 9 Fivrier 1792." 

^ [Translation.] 

** Sir — Posterity, without doabt, will only remember with idBiii- 
tion the wonderful deliverance of Gothenburg in the year 1788, vte 
that town was on the point of being attacked by the foroM flf t^ 
enemies, and of being subjected to a foreign yoke ; and it ia in oqb- 
memoration of the event that the town conceiyea it due to itadf a^l iti 
honour to immortalise by a medal its profound gratitude. 

" You, Sir, were on this occasion an ocular witneaa of the heroifli 
and the wisdom by wliich the King averted theae impending daagoik 
and the just consideration of His Majesty for every apedea of marit, ktf 
enlightened the town on its duty to you, Sir, whoae indeCitigahfe m1 
in advancing these delicate and embarrassing nqgotJatJona oontribitBi 
so |K)werfully to their aucccss. 

" The town, which can never foiget auch eaaential aoriM^ Bor 
lose its sense of your eminent personal qualitiea, deairea to offer to yoa 
a eoi)y of this same medal as a testimony to the aentimenta retaoMd fv 
you by the town," etc. etc. . 

"Daniel PnTEBsaoKt 
''Burgomader ^ OMan^wy." 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH. 

1790 to 1799. 
PARIS — ^DRESDEN. 

N^ 1790 Mr. Elliot came home on leaye^ and was sent 
J Mr. Pitt on a secret mission to Paris in 1790 and 
791. 

Beyond the bare fact that he was so sent^ the cor- 
^spondence tells nothing of this mission. In one letter 
nly is there an illusion which throws a light upon its 
ature and success. A brother diplomatist^ writing to 
Im some years afterwards concerning a delicate negotia- 
ion then pending, says : — " If you could have been sent 
o conduct it as successfully as you did your mission to 
ilirabeau," etc. etc. 

In 1792 he was appointed minister at the court of 
Saxony, where he remained tiU 1802. His mission to 
)resden was not apparently marked by eyents of any 
peculiar interest 

The house of Bourbon, of which we have heard so 
Quch, had fallen, in its most important branch, before 
i power, of which we have heard nothing 1 though for 
aany a day to come it was found not ponderable by the 
tatesmen whose scales and weights had been adapted 
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to the " balance of the North." Revolutionised IVuoe 
had started into life with a giant's strength, prepared to 
use it like a giant And during the ten years pMcd 
by Mr. Elliot in Saxony, his correspondence is occupied 
with details concerning the submissions of smaU powen, 
the struggles of great ones, the intrigaea of Frendi 
emigrants, and the insolence of French agents. A Tdi- 
minous correspondence with his brother, after the late 
had become Lord Minto and Envoy to Vienna, ooniains 
very little matter of public interest at the present dal^ 
One short note, however, has a trait in which we ne 
that time and circumstance had not entirely subdued 
early predilections in the diplomatist's breasL ** Sawl^ 
row," he said, ^^ is at Prague ; if it were not tcft dj 
family ties, I should be strongly tempted to throw Hf 
my post and have a campaign with my old chief 1"^ A 
quarter of a century before he had written from Maiiidy 
his first diplomatic post, '^ My greatest pleasure ii to 
shut my eyes and fancy myself in Count Woranow's 
tent on the Danube." 

Of his maiii5re d'etre at this time of his Hie Ifo 

1 *' Mr. Elliot was attached to Generml Sqwutow'b stftff wha thr 
latter took and destroyed the town of Tnrticaya, took wemal 
and made a great number of priaonera. Mr. EUiot WM tlie 
despatchod hy Suwarrow with this news to Marshal RomaiiacNr. Ik 
grni'ml gives the highest encomiums to this young gentleBtt*"" 
Ix'ttor of Sir K. Gunning, June 15, 1773. 

AVith Romanzow Mr. Elliot corresponded £rom time to tine tiD 
the (^loso of the Marshal's life. In the summer of 178S, the Ifaakri 
ui'knnwlrtlgt'fl, in a little note, the pleasure Mr. Elliot bad ^vm kis 
by iiitro4lu('ing to him Af. tU Bluchcr^ an officer of whoee qoalitMi ^ 
fomifd a high npinion. 




792] DRESDEN. 337 

Prench gives a lively description in her charming Jour^ 
laly on reading which his surviving children declared it 
be himself. 

^^Mi. Elliot," she says on one occasion, "was 
onderfidly amusing. His wit, his humour, his discon- 
mt, his spleen, his happy choice of words, his rapid 
ow of ideas, and his disposition to playfid satire, make 
ne always long to write shorthand and preserve his 
anversation."^ 

The pages in which Mrs. Trench describes the visit 
f Lord Nelson and of Sir William and Lady Hamilton 
> Dresden are among the most entertaining in her 
3umal. 

Lord and Lady Holland too are mentioned by her 
mong the guests she met at the English legation, and 
t was probably during this visit that a circumstance 
<5curred which gave rise to the following anecdote of 
ny grandfather, told me by Lord Russell, who had 
leard it from Lord Holland. 

Conversing one day with a Prussian gentleman, 
fhose exaggerated praises of two Princes of that Royal 
louse had somewhat wearied him, he watched his 
opportunity to get rid of his interlocutor. At last it 
lame : — " II faut avouer que ce sont deux grands 
)rinces?" said the Prussian, and waited for an answer. 
'Oui, et deux fort mauvais sujets!" quietly replied 
Sh. Elliot, to the great amusement of Lord Holland, a 
istener to the dialogue. 

While at Dresden he and my grandmother had the 

» Dresden, October 7, 1801. 
Z 
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happiness of receiving his brother and Lady Minto under 
their roof when they passed through Dresden on tbeir 
way to Vienna^ to which court Lord Minto was accre- 
dited as envoy extraordinary in 1799. Lord BGnto's 
visit to Dresden preceded his wife's by some months; 
various family reasons having prevented her fiom leaving 
England at the same time with himselt To this cn^ 
cumstance we are indebted for a glimpse into mjgnnd- 
fathcr's home, preserved for us in the letters of hv 
brother and sister-in-law. 

Some years had passed since the brothers bad wi, 
and in the interval Hugh Elliot had married a beantiM 
girl of humble birth, but whose personal qualitieB 
justified his choice. 

Lord Minto, writing to his wife from Dresden, 17M» 
says : — ^^ I have, since I have seen Hugh's wife md 
beautiful children, better hope of his happmesB tbin 
I ever had before. She is veiy handsome — ^her fiicc wd 
head remarkably pretty, in so much that the cclcbnted 
Viigin of Raphael in the galleiy, one of the finest 
pictures I ever saw, is her exact portrait ; while two of 
the children arc so like the cherubs looking up, that I 
told Hugh it was a family picture. I find her scnaibk 
and pleasant, and they are both generally liked, and oo 
the best possible footing here. 

" Hugh's extreme good humour and temper, and his 
affectionate and cordial manner to every creature thit 
ai)proachcs liim, in whatever shape, arc captiTating 
qualities." 

In May of the following year it became Lady ACntos 
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turn to write to her hiKsband uf the household at Dreft- 
<leii, aiul lier expressions of pleasure at being again with 
Hugh and with his family, are no less conlial than Ijord 
Mint^/n. *' I am delighted with Dresden/* she wrote on 
the 2il May 1H<>0, " with the gallery . . . with the 
country, in which there seems so much eimifort and so 
many bi^autiful scenes. We take long airings every 
evening, and I know you will be glad to hear that I ad- 
min* Mrs. Klliot and the children to the utmost'* After 
a gl«>wing tribute to '' Margaret's " unconnn<m beauty 
mild natunil pleasing manner, she ends thus — '* The child- 
ren are really charming, and the two grou|is are hugging 
ami kissing, and intimate friends alrt*ady.'* 

*' It is a happiness to me," wn>te I Ami Minto to 
Hugh ]iAcr this visit, " that for a moment our families 
linve made «Hie familv.** 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH. 

1803 to 1806. 
MISSION TO NAPLES. 

Mr. Elliot, being at the time on Icaye in Enghnd, 
was sent to Naples at twenty-four hours* notice, in Bf^ 
1803, Lord Nelson giving him a passage to the Medi- 
terranean in the " Victory." 

War had l>oen declared on the 20th of May te- 
tween Great Britain and France, and the First CodboI 
had announced an intention of requiring all neotnl 
nations to close their ports against British ships, vliik 
foreign courts suspected of leanings to British influeooc* 
were threatened with an army of invasion. Boniftrie 
assumed that France was the head of the Southen 
Confederacy of Europe, and declared that he would no* 
suifer either Spain, Portugal, or the States of Italj ^ 
deviate in any degree from the system of politics adc^ 
by France. 

At the moment of Mr. Elliot's arriTal at Nipb* 
(June 1803) a French army was approaching ** 
frontier on its way to take possesion of Tarcntnm •■* 
other ports on the Adriatic, which the First Oon*^ 
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a riglit to occupy so long aa Great Britaiu 
>1(1 Malta. 

grcatCHt confitcmation prevailed at Naples, 
igy Fenlinaiid IV., afraid of admitting the 
linister to his presence, had retired to Caserta, 
the hereditaiy Prince to represent him in 
and only consented with difficulty to return 

the insistance of Mr. Elliot that his cre- 
should be received by the King himself. '^ It 
t/* he said, ** to show that the presence of a 
ninister in the capital of Naples, a British 
ar in the harbour, and of Lord Nelson's fleet 
editerrauean, were circunistaiiceti calculated to 
jnfidence to the King.** 

Queen, Caroline, daughter of Maria Theresa 
LT of Marie Antoinette, ** the only spirited 
* then','* |H>sseHHctl great ability, activity, and 
but thcHc^ (]ualitics were so mixed with violence 
Hcretion, that her conduct was at the mert7 

who knew how to take advantage of her 
es. At the mature age of fifty-two, she had 
kii attaclinicnt for a French emigrant oflSccr, 
lis de St. Clair, which had led to her being 
ed by a knot of his countrymen, among whom 
le who cIoakc<l (hmgcrous objects of their own 
L» name (»f French emigrants — " a title which," 
'. Klliot to lii.s (•ovcniment, " no longer denotes 
di^rt'o of hostility towanis the Government of 
;c. I n)u>t confcHH that the Firet Consul 
mkc u.M* of any U^ttiT channel to forward hi!% 
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own purposes than that of French emigrants at foicign 
courts." 

'^The Queen herself^' he wrote to Lord NeLMm, 
^Ms well mclined towards us; yet she is oontiniially 
drawn into scrapes and inconsistencies by these design- 
ing people, who are in their hearts equally hostile to 
Great Britain and to General Acton." 

General Acton/ highly trusted by the King, and m 
Mr. Elliot's estimation the only man in the kiiigdom 
capable of forming and sustaining such a poliqy as would 
ensure its independence, had by his constant assertion 
of the rights of his sovereigns, and his leostanoe to die 
unjust and arrogant demands of the French Ambassador 
at the Court of Naples, become an object of persecution 
to Bonaparte, who never fitiled to insist upon his lemoral 
from the high situation he had held for more than twenty 
years. Unfortunately General Acton was old and infirm, 
and his opposition to the Queen's schemes for the ag- 
grandisement of her French fovourites had rendered him 
obnoxious to her ; while *' her experienced management 
of eveiy female wile and snare, of which the constuit 

^ Sir John Acton, Bart of Aldcnham, bom in 178((» wss fiir niuy 
years the Neapolitan prime minister and commandeor-in-diMf of tlie 
land and sea forces of Naples. Thongh he had sacceeded to tiit 
baronetcy on the death of a cousin in 1791, he is invuiably styled 
** General Acton " throughout the correspondence, both in offidil sad 
private letters. "General Acton," wrote Mr. Elliot in one of Ui 
despatches, " had in early life passed from the service of the Gnit 
Duke of Tuscany into that of his Sicilian Migesty, for the pupoee of 
reforming and directing the Neapolitan naval department Hissabe^ 
<iucnt rise trtok \U origin as much from the Queen's known piiiiality 
towards him as from the King's favour." 
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practice of a life H])ent in the pureoits of pleasure and 
ambition have made her 8o consummate a uuBtrcaSi en- 
abled her to soothe, deceive, and nuuster him whenever 
it suited her ho to do." 

Tlie finances were vei^ging on a state of bankruptcy, 
the army uras ill paid, the nobility were disaffeetedi the 
{leople iudifierent, the mercantile classes in despair ; and, 
in hourly expectation of the closing of the ports, some of 
the Kn^lish merchants had taken to flight before the 
British minister arrived. Such was the condition of 
things at Naples when Mr. Elliot entered on the task 
which had been intrusted to him — namely, to sustain, if 
{KjHsible, the indei>cndence of the Two Sicilies, by en- 
couniging the Govenmient to persevere in a system of 
strict ncutrulity, and by aiding them to make military 
prviHirations for resistance in the event of an invasion of 
their dominions. 

Ttie defence of Sicily was an object of paramount 
importance with the British Government, and in case of 
danger in that (|uarter, Sicily was to be defended '' with 
or without the concunvnce of His Sicilian Miyesty.**^ 

With these objects in >iew, Mr. Elliot set himself to 
gain the confidence of the Queen, to support with all his 

* "Til** kin>;«loiii of NapleJi oncv loat, that of HicUy nuiy be pft- 
•rrYt-tl ; if Su-ily wrro onoo lout, the lorn of Naples woald inikUiUly 
follow . T\\v tirnt, th«-rvfon% though a grvnt rril, woald itill limTO an 
As>liirii fff i\\o Mval family, and would enaore an important aecttrity 
t<» t}i«- iiit< n-Hta iif Hin Majesty in th<* MtHUterrmnean. The laat would 
|in*r<* th<* trrt>tri«-v:itili* niin of their Sicilian Migt-atlM, and wonld aflotd 
t4» tbr Fniirh <MiV(Tnnu'nt a dominion in that aea, which they havr 
hitht-rt't « tjil'-.tvoiirtil in vain to tAtUkin '* —Desjntrh to JIuijk £lli*'f, 
NovimUr 11. 1&03. 
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influence that of General Acton, and to inHtjgale tlie 
Govenunent to various militaiy preparationsy audi ii 
arming the inhabitants of Calabria on the pretext of 
self-defence against Tunisian cruiserSy and the rostonlioD 
of the defences of Messina under the secret BiJ^erintend- 
ence of English militaiy officers, and bj means of Eii(^ 
money. 

The natural consequences of this yigoroos conduct 
ensued. Acton and Elliot became equally obnoxious to 
France, and the drama enacting at Naples was thence- 
forth marked by a double plot : — ^the external strogi^ 
between Bonaparte and the sovereigns of the Two 
Sicilies, and the internal struggle between the Qoeea 
and Sir John Acton. 

It was Mr. Elliot's opinion that if the Queen bid 
understood the true interests of Naples as thoroof^ ae 
she comprehended and hated the objects of BonapiitCi 
much might have been done to save her oountiy; bat 
her passions were too strong for her judgment, or, as be 
wrote, *^ the judgment of the sovereign was warped bj 
the frailties of the woman ;" and to procure the M ^^f 
Acton, she did not disdain to make use of Bcmi^aite. 

In August 1803, two months after Mr. Elliot's airivil» 
she desired Iiim to wait upon her at seven o'clock in tbe 
morning, in her private apartments. ** She was nnidi 
agitated, and it was some time before she could qpeik 
on public affairs ; at length, however, she did so, witb 
more than usual aumiation, and, having occasion to 
mention Bonaparte, his name was always aocompsnied 
with w)nie appropriate epithet.*' 
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Mr. Elliot exprcMiDg some surpriae that Her Miyestj 
idiould bo HO incensed against him at a moment when he 
had gracioualj condescended to bear part of the ex- 
penses of his troops in the kingdom of Ni4>le0, the 
Queen replied with vivacity — " Mr. Elliot, I must make 
jou the full confidence of what we have received from 
him, though we have not ventured to show his letters to 
General Acton." The Queen then led Mr. Elliot into 
her cabinet, and laid before him three letters, of which 
be was permitted to send home copiesi '' to be com- 
municated solely to the King's confidential servants.** 
The first was from herself to Bonaparte, imploring, as 
the mother of her family and of her people, that he would 
relieve the kingilom of Naples from the burden of sup- 
porting his army; the two other letters were from 
Bonaparte to the King and Queen. In the second, the 
must imfiortant of the two, he wrote to the Queen as 
follows : — 

'' BruxtUes, U9nn.\ 1. 

" J'ai lu avec la plus grande attention la lettre de 
votrc Majesty. 

" Jc la prie de renter persuadi^ quaprdi lui avoir 
fait beaucoup de nuU j*ai aussi le besoin de lui 6tro 
agrfable. 

" Dans IcH conjoncturcs actueiles, il est de la politique 
int^^ricurc de la France de consolider la tranquillitd 
ches touH HCM voirtins ; il est de la {K>liti(|ue ext4(rieurc 
d'aider un etat plus faible, ilont le bien 6trc est utile au 
cummeree de la France, niais je veux re{K>ndro {wr une 
confiance ivuih n.W*ne k celle de votrc Miyest^. Com- 
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ihcnt Teut elle que je conmd^re le royaume de N^te 
dans ses rapports gdographiques et politiquee, loraque je 
Yois k la tdte de toutes lea administFatioiis un hommc 
Stranger au pays, et qui a centralist en Aogleterre ses 
richesses et toutes ses affections? 

'^ Cependant le royaume de Naples ne ae goaTene 
pas par la volont^ et les prindpes du BOUTerain, mui 
par la volout^ et les principes de ce minisbe. J'ai done 
6t6 d6cid^ par une sage pr^voiance k conad^rer N^to 
comme un pays gouvem^ par un ministre Angiais. 

'^ Repugnant beaucoup it me m61er des affidres la- 
t^rieurcs des autres ^tftts, ce n'est que pour £tre unc^ 
cnvers votro Majesty, que je lui donne la v^ritaUe 
raison, qui justifie toutes les mesures prises enYcn 
Naples et dont cUe pourrait avoir h se plaindie. 

^^Je desire que votre Majesty soit oonTainca di 
reste du grand prix que j 'attache k tout oe qui pent 
tranquilliser et ordonner le Continent et oontribuer kam 
bonheur. 

'' Jc prie Totre Majest<i de croire aux sentimento de 
la consideration la plus distingu6e. 

" (Sign<5) Bonaparte.-^ 

' [Tra^^slatiok.] 

" BnuteUf the 9 yettr^ 11. 

** I hare read your Majesty *8 letter with the utmost AttentJoo. 

*' I entreat you to rest assured that, after haying done yoa gRtt 
injur}', 1 am now desirous to be agreeable to you. 

** At the present conjuncture it is the internal policy of Fnooeto 
consolidate ]H'ace amongst uU her neighbours ; it is her external policy 
to aid a fccbK-r nUxXv, the wcll-lu'ing of which is of importance to 
French comnuTic ; but I wish to rcs]>ond by a confidence witliost 
icskTve to that your Majesty has shown to me. 
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The Queen commented on the inBolence, the perfidy, 
the ambition, etc., of Bonaparte, and then consulted 
Mr. Elliot as to what he thought of the plan to remove 
General Acton fix)m the King's councils. " Who," con- 
tinued her Majesty, ^^ should be put in his place ? For 
I am much afraid that if General Acton were to see the 
First Consul's letter, he would immediately ask for his 
dismission." Mr. Elliot replied, ^^ that upon an occa- 
sion, big with the most important consequences, he 
could not venture to give a hasty reply." Two days later^ 
he sent her a letter in which he informed Her Majesty 
that he would not consider the letter of Bonaparte as 
'^de lui seul;" but rather as giving expression to the 
secret desire of many discontented Neapolitans and others 

** What must I think of the kingdom of Naples in its geographical 
and political relations, whilst I see at the head of the administration 
one who is a stranger to the country, and who has centred in England 
his wealth and all his affections ? 

" Nevertheless, the kingdom of Naples is not governed by the will 
or the principles of its sovereign, but by the will and according to the 
principles of this minister. I, therefore, was led by a wise foresight 
to decide on considering Naples as a country governed by an English 
minister. 

*' Disliking much to interfere in the internal affairs of other states, 
it is only in order to be sincere towards your Majesty that I have given 
you the true reason which justifies all the measures taken in regard to 
Naples of which you might complain. 

" Yet I wish your Majesty may be convjpced of the great value 1 
attach to all that tends to tranc^uillise and arrange the Continent, and 
contribute to its happiness. 

" I beg your Majesty to accept of my warmest expressions of esteem. 

" (Signed) Bonapa&te." 

> August 16, 1803. 
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to be rid of a man who had seired the royal fiunily aad 
country with faithftdness, and whose policy had gaiaed 
the support and approval of England* After nigmg tlie 
Queen to acquaint General Acton with the nature of 
the First Consul's communicationBy Mr. Elliot went on :— 
^^ Bonaparte se plaint que le Ginferal Actcm snt 
Anglais^ et moi je me flatte qu'O rest, autant par boo 
caract^re ferme, loyal^ et calme, que par sa naiwaiMy, et 
dans ce cas je promets k votre Miyest^, qn'il bc 
secondera pas les vues sinistres du Consul par one 
ob^issance k ses ordres^ et par une desertion de bob 
poste^ pour le coder aux ennemis de son sonvefain.'*^ 

The letter ended, after recalling the many enooongiBg 
circumstances in the position of the conntiy which mxt 
attributable to General Acton's foresight and to Brittt 
support, by the distinct statement that the moment wis 
not one for reticence and mistrust^ and that if a djke 
was to be constructed against the torrent which thmtr 
ened to overflow Europe, the basis on which it BhoaU 
be raised must be solid, and that for himself, qmking 
as an honest man and a minister, he should refiifleto 
take one more step in advance until he had received the 
most positive assurances that the insolence of Bcmapiite 

^ [Tbakslation.] 

"Bonajiartc complains that General Acton ia an Knglithm*", *-* 
I 'flatter myself that he is so, as much so by the firmiien» Ifljillji 
and calmness of his character, as by his birth ; and in this eMi 1 
promise your Majesty that he will not second the aiuiaier dcflgni^ 
the Consul by olH'dioiice to his orders, and by deaerting his poii t<' 
yield it to tlie enemies of his sovereign. " 
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should not aflcct any change in the pomtion of the 
miniiiier. 

The Queen replied in terms of high admiration to 
what she was pleasecl to call his ^^parfaiie leitreJ' As 
Mr. Elliot had ailvised, the Consul s letters were shown 
to General Acton; and the King protested that he 
would rather give up his crown than sacrifice so fiiithful 
a senrant ** Had the Consurs letters been kept secret 
from General Acton, as was originally intended, the 
King would have been exposed to hear mysteriously and 
daily all the fears, alarms, and insinuations of the 
ministers enemies, without his having had an oppor- 
tunity of combating tliem/'^ For that time the storm 
blew over, the monitions of Bonaparte were met with 
explanations which were accepted, ami Mr. Elliot pro- 
cceiletl to write to his Government that he must can- 
didly own he was by no means persuaded that Bonaparte 
thought the disminsal of General Acton would be dis- 
a(^*eable to the Queen. ** 11. M. has so many irons in 
the fire that the natural consequences must inevitably 
ensue. Tlicrc arc, lK)th in France and Germany, several 
indiviiluals in habits of intimacy and oorrcqMndence 
with the Queen, who conceive that if General Acton was 
rpmove<l, and the French influence established here, they 
will \k put in iK)SHession of the government.'* 

*' I flatter myKclf,'* he wrote,^ ^* that the Queen has so 
severely felt the inconveniences she has been exposed to 
by listening with too much complacency to specious and 
artful insinuations, tliat Her Miyesty will not, for some 

> HuKh Elliot t4> Lonl llawketbary— Naples, Anguil 88, ISOl 

* Auguft 2S, 180S. 
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time at least, be induced to deviate from tbe direct line, 
which can alone encourage her real friends to exert their 
energies in her defence. 

'^ I acknowledge in Her Sicilian Majesty many gmt 
and pre-eminent endowments: infinite ability and 
activity, a d^ree of courage above her sex, and erm 
quality which may enable her to straggle against diffi- 
culties, under whose load weaker minds would auk; 
and should these qualities be called into action, she vill, 
I am certain, act with a spirit and decision worthj of 
her birth and situation. But in all cases that reqidre 
discretion, self-command, and prudence, Her SicOiin 
Majesty needs to be guided and controlled." 

While taking this bold course in support of Genenl 
Acton at the Neapolitan Court, Mr. Elliot did not 
hesitate to join with him in representing to Lord NeboQ 
and Sir A. Ball, Governor of Malta, who desired to phoe 
a British garrison in Messina, the inexpediency of oon- 
nutting any overt act which would give the Frendia 
pretext for marching into Naples. 

He assured them that no grounds existed for ani 
immediate alarms on the score of the French inovemeDii» 
and he warned them not to listen to '^the miaoonoep- 
tions of misinformed people, and particulariy of oar 
merchants, who are excellent dealers in NewfooDdlaad 
fish, but arc bad newsmongers, and who will continuaD; 
harass you with the same absurd stories with which n? 
tabic is also covered, until I get a proper opportunity of 
consirriiing the intelligence and alarms of these deep 
politicians to their proper placc.*'^ 

^ liui^li Klliot to b)nl Nelson, Soptcmbcr ISOSb 
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To a proposal of Lord Nelson's for blockading the 
porta occupied by the French, he also ^^ opposed his 
frank though considerate opinion." ''The first con- 
aequenoe of such a measure would be that the French 
would complain of the impossibilitj of their getting 
supplies in the proyinces they now occupy, and they 
would therefore extend their quarters to the districts 
My^ining the capital — if not upon the capital itself-— in 
which last case, every port of the kingdom would be 
abut against us, and open to our enemies."^ 

The policy of the English Goremment at that time 
was not conducted on any laige yiews ; and its agents 
abroad were sometimes puzzled by the multiplicity of 
objects pointed out to their attention, and were frequently 
left to act independently of any instructions at alL The 
precarious nature of all modes of communication between 
distant parts of Europe greatly contributing to the un- 
certainty of diplomatic correspondence. 

In the dearth of precise instructions, the ciyil and 
military servants of the crown in the Mediterranean 
were desired to act in concert under various contin- 
gencies ; but they by no means invariably coincided in 
their views of the policy to be pursued In reading the 
letters of the generals and admirals, of the colonels, ma- 
jors, and sea-captains, who were desired to correspond 
with Mr. Elliot, it strikes one forcibly that from Toulon 
to Turkey, purely British interests were the only ones 
which they thought it essential to serve. The statesman- 
like mind of the minister, on the other hand, perceived 

^ To l^)ra NrUon, August Id, 1803. 
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the danger of adopting measores at once Bhorirsie^tec^ 
and selfish^ the mere suspicion of which did lift infinit--^ 
damage with our continental allies. 

Thus, as we have scen^ in the first year of his airi^a/ 
at the Neapolitan Courts Mr. Elliot had some tnmfale 
to prevent Lord Nelson and the Qoyemor of Malta bom 
disgusting Naples, increasing the already existiDg jeakxuj 
of Russia {" always a cold firiend to us," said Mr. Elliot], 
and giving France a pretext for inarching on Nq>leB) bj 
throwing a garrison of 1400 British soldiers into the fort 
of Messina, which was totally unprepared to receiTe 
them. 

That he took all the necessary steps for the reBtonr 
tion of the defences of Messina is proved by his oorre- 
spondence, and by the condition in which the woib 
were found by our troops in 1806 ; and until the dqplo^ 
able events of that winter, the neutrality of Naples ms 
observed, and her ports remained open to English men- 
of-war and trading vessels, while "Rngliali ofBoen and 
English money were actively though secretly empli^ed 
in militaiy preparations against her hour of need. 

When the transactions of the year 1803 becuK 
known in England, the Government approved higfalj ^ 
Mr. Elliot's share in them, as will be aeen in tk 
following despatch : — ^ 

Downing Street^ July 3, 1801 

'^ It gives me particular pleasure to be the diaiiiKl 
of comnmuicating to you his Majesty's gracious tp- 

* From I^rd llairowby to Hugh Elliot 
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probation of the pradcnce and discretion, as well as 
the zeal and energy, which have difitinguiHhed your 
comluct in a nituation peculiarly difficult The Ruccesa 
of your efforts to induce the GoTemment of Naples to 
pursue a line of conduct which (without making any 
unworthy or unnecessary concession) has enabled it to 
aTert the immetliate danger by which it was menaced, 
and the measures which, in conformity to your sug- 
gestions, have been adopted for the defence of the 
Calabrias an<l of Sicily, have been highly satisfiM^ry 
to His Majest/s Government They have also excited 
the wannest sentiments of approbation on the part of 
His Sicilian Majesty, who has instructed his minister 
here to express the sense which His Miycsty entertains 
of your meritorious exertions, and his anxiety that you . 
should in future continue to act with the same caution 
as well as energy by which your past conduct has been 
flo emincntlv marked. In these sentiments of cor- 
diality and giMnlwill towanls yourself the Russian 
anil>a.H8ailor has entirely concurred." 

Tlic First Consul was crowned Emperor of the French 
in HUM, and M. Alquier, his representative at Naples, 
was dcsinNl to present his new crc<lential letters to the 
King and C^ucen. 

It was with the ga^tcst difficulty that the Queen 
prcvailiNl on the King to grant M. Ahiuier an audience, 
which at hist he only conscnteil to do in the ho{)e that 
this concession would, by gratifying the new Emperor, 
lemd t4> the w]th<lrawal of the French troops from Naples. 
Nothing, however, couhl exceed the dryness of the 

*> \ 
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King^s manner^ and the onlj sentence he uttered 
probably the most perfecilj trathful to which he hmd 
ever given expression. " You will assure the Emperor/ 
he said, '^that my sentiments towards him will nerw 
undcigo any alteration." It was obseired that the 
Queen, in her reply to the ambassador's compliment^ fre- 
quently repeated the expression ** the Emperor, f/m 
master" which was meant tauntingly as being addrened 
to a person who had always professed the sentimoitB of 
a violent republican, and had voted the death of his 
former sovereign. 

Though Mr. Elliot's vigorous support of Geiienl 
Acton and his policy promised to be sncoessfiil tf 
against external foes, it was not proof against the 
« machinations of the Queen. In June 1804 a fiesh 
plot exploded, which ended with Acton's fiJl. Hawg 
been dra^^ii into a warm personal altercation with the 
French ambassador, Grencral Acton felt himsdf » 
grossly insulted by the language addressed to Urn 
that he ordcreil M. Alquier out of his room. Tk 
result was an announcement from the ambassador Qai 
he should leave Naples if Acton were not dismiaMl 
Tlie particulars of the interview are not given in the 
official correspondence ; but in a private letter, marked 
'^secret," from Mr. Elliot to General Acton, wiittes 
apparently on receiving that minister's aooountof whit 
had (mssed, the following passages occur : — ^ 

'* Jc suis sans inquietudes sur lea suites de It 
bourrasque pr6mdditee de Tambassadeur de Fmoei 

> Hugh Elliot to nrncral Acton, May 7, 1S04. 
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Voire Excellence lue permettra 
oepcndant tie dire avec la franchifie de mon caracifere, 
et de ma nation, qu*i^ I'avenir il no denuit entrer par 
aucune Porte, par laquelle on n*aura pas le priTil^ 
de lui indiqner la sortie, quand il lui aura plu de 
manquer k toutcH lea biensdances. 

DepuiH que Ton reconnait entre les nations 
ciTilisdes les convenances dues aux gouTememens 
^tablis, jamais, je crois, un ministro Stranger ne s'est 
aris^ de prdsenter une note officicUe au ministre du 
pays, portant T^trango proposition d*61oigner ce mfime 
ministro den conseils de son maltro, et qualifiant les 
comispondances d*unc soureraine du mot d'incendaires."^ 

The " bourrasciue'* produced graver results than 
Mr. Elliot anticipated, for the matter having been 
referred to Paris, despatches arrived in due course 
from the Kfarquis de Gallo (Neapolitan minister at the 
French court, and, to borrow a phrase of Mr. Elliot's, 
**m conquest of Bonaparte's"), which represented in 

' [Translation.] 

** 1 am not nnea«y in rpginl to the refolts of th« French 
aaalw—iior'ti prrmeditatcd ontbartt. 

" Your Exrellf ncj, howerer, will pennit me to mj, with th« frmnk- 
uem of mj charartrr and of mj nation, that in fatwe he ihould 
ester by no door by which one cannot take the priTilr|{e of 
ahowing him oat, when it haa pleaaed him to be wanting in 
common courtesy. Since the recognition amongtt driliaed nationa 
of the respect doe to ettabliahed goremmenta, nerer, I beliere, haa a 
foreign minister thought proper to preaent an oflkial note to the 
minister of the country containing the strange proposition to remoTe 
this same minister from his master's counsels, and stignatising the 
eorrsapondence of a sovereign aa incendiary langnaga.'* 
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strong terms the deep resentment of the Emperor, 
and the grave apprehensions to which it must give rise; 
while private letters from the same source assored the 
Queen that within forty-eight hours a French messenger 
was to be despatched from Paris, bearing a dedantioii 
of war in case General Acton should not have left the 
capital before his arrival. 

The Queen professed to be overcome with alarm on 
the perusal of these letters, and, for the first and onlj 
time in her history, she pleaded her personal fean to 
the King as the ground for the immediate depsitore 
of the minister ; and in spite of the remonstranoes of 
Mr. Elliot, who urged at all events a less indecent 
flight, General Acton was persuaded to retire befi)re t 
formal demand for his removal should arrive. He 
accordingly set sail for Palermo^ within the time apeci- 
fied by De Gallo — not, however, until the King, at the 
Queen's instigation, had settled on him and his hein 
a pension of £6000 a-year, a measure which, under the 
circumstances of the case, looked much like a bribe to 
him to depart. 

Acton once out of her way, the Queen profesBed 
to regret him, and to have been carried away bj her 
alarms, as Her Majesty was pleased to style her feelinp 
upon tliis occasion. On the arrival, eight days later, 
of despatches from Paris, in a much more modeiate 
tone tlian liad been anticipated, she graciously said lo 
Mr. Elliot, '' Vrainicnt M. Elliot j'en suis au repentir, 
et nous avons <^t^ tromp^s." But in those momento of 

» On the 25th May. 
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Tiolcnce and passion, '^ when alone she was sinoere/ she 
admitted that it was the general's age and weakness, in- 
capacitating him for energetic and resolute measures, 
which liad determined her to be rid of him. 

After General Acton's departure the councils of the 
court became more than ever distracted and perplexed. 
From the distance of Palermo, Acton professed to 
direct every department of the administration by the 
Kings desire, while the Queen appointed her French 
friends to high places, and gave the command of the 
army to Count Iloger de Damas, a French emigrant 

In this strange state of disputed authority between 
the Queen and the Minister, '^ who increase the diffi- 
culty of fonning a decision respecting the veracity of the 
Htatenienti< of either by continuing to correspond between 
tlieniHclves, an<l to load that corres|>ondence with the 
iitrtHigest professions of mutual rcganl and esteem," 
Mr. Klliot conceived that '' there was but one clue to 
guiile him out of such a labyrinth of contradiction and 
iucousijitcncy " — which was to prevail upon the King 
himself to confide to him, from his own mouth, his real 
sentiments and intentions. " I believe,'* he wrote, 
''there is no prior example in His Majesty's reign in 
which he ever consented to take a step so contraiy to 
his uj<ual habits, having always had great aversioii to 
treat ])ersonalIy even with his own ministers." Mr. 
Elliot Hubsetiuently described the conference granted 
him by the King as the most remariiable in which 
be had ha^l a share in the long period of his diplo- 
matic Hcrvices. Forced to s|>cak for himself, the 
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King displayed talents and eloquence which took the 
English minister completely by Buiprise ; but the andi- 
ence^ nevertheless^ terminated by the King^s dennng 
Mr. Elliot^ on all matters of importance, to addnn 
himself solely to the Queen, as the only person in hb 
dominions in whom His Majesty placed any oonfi^fence. 

** The Queen at present transacts businesB daily witk 
the heads of all the departments, and acquits henelf of 
so laborious a task with infinite ability. Her Hqertj 
has permitted me to wait upon her every day befeweei 
the hours of one and three, and commnnicatea to me iD 
the despatches received by the Court without reiene. 
Her professions of attachment to England are as stnng 
as those of General Acton ; but I mistrurt the impetoo- 
sity of Her Majesty's feelings, which will ever bete; 
her into acts of imprudence."^ 

The successful result of the machinationa apinrt 
Acton produced in due time a similar attack upon the 
British minister. The French ambassador spoke wilh 
the greatest acrimony concerning the appar^it incm* 
of favour shoT^n to Mr. Elliot personally, since Genenl 
Acton's departure for Sicily. 

'^ Among the extraordinaiy expresaons used by li 
Alquicr, he said that he had been duped by the ^^MUHt 
concession made to France in Qeneral Acton's depaitoie— 
the influence I had gained over the counsels of this ooontaj 
having been visibly augmented, since I had no longer tp 
struggle against the weakness of Uie late minister."' 

^ Hugh Elliot to Lord llarrowby, 24th Jane 1804. 
' November fi, 1804, to Lord Harrowhy. 
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The King of Naples was therefore admonished to 
abandon his connection with England, to dismiss his 
minister, and to trust unresenredly to the loyalty of 
IlonaiMurte. 

A few days later M. Alquier threatened an imme- 
diate advance of General St Cyr^s army if the Nea- 
fMilitan CUivemment would not consent to dismiss Mr. 
Elliot and close their ports against British ships. The 
choice of evils presented to them was, however, grave 
enough to divest even the Neapolitan ministiy of some 
of the '* poltronnerie naturelle/ of which the Queen 
accused them. 

Mr. Elliot '' the likeness of a kingly crown had on*" 
A British man-of-war was ever ready at his eonmiand 
to pUce King and Queen in security, which their capital 
Diiglit not always afford them. British fleets protected 
their coasting trade, British fishing-vessels were at the 
moment unloading at the Mole, British money paid 
their troofis, and the undaunted character of the British 
minister had infused some of its own courage into the 
timid. 

The Neapolitan ministers replied to the demands of 
Alquier by the pertinent question — '' Are we, when 
threatenc<l by France, to quarrel with England too?** 
The King stood finu ; the Queen*s courage and resolu- 
tion were beyond all praise ; and on the appearance of 
a strange s<iuadron in the offing, reported to be the 
French fleet, she sent for the minister of war, and in 
Mr. Elliot 8 prcMcnce, desirctl the batteries to be manned, 
and prc|>areil to resist to the last Alquier, who had 
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possibly exceeded his instroctioiiB, lowered his tone; 
and Bonaparte's next despatches informed the Net- 
politan Court that he had more important objects m 
view, and would not insist on Tiolent measures. 

The successful resistance of the Neapolitan Govere- 
ment on tliis occasion was mainly attributable to the 
firm and wise counsels of Mr. Elliot, and in due ooone 
of time Lord Mulgraye, Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, wrote to Mr. Elliot in terms of high approbntion 
of the conduct pursued by him : — 

'' Douming Street, March 27, 1805. 

" I have the greatest satisfaction in communiciting 
to you His Majesty's fullest approbation of tiie indefinti- 
gable zeal with which you have attended to the object 
of your mission, and of the talent and judgment witb 
which you have acquired so considerable an influence in 
the councils of the Court of Naples. 

rr {^ « « « 

'^ His Majesty relies on your experienced actintf 
and talents to support the resolution and firmness of the 
King of Naples, and to assist his councils." 

Under the influence of her secret cabal the Queen 
now entered on a correspondence with Napoleon, in 
which she offered him an annual subsidy (m conditioa 
of the withdrawal of the French troops from N^dea. To 
these overtures^ the wisdom of which Mr. Elliot hud 
strongly contesteil^ the new Emperor replied in language 
calculated to arouse the highest resentment of the 
(iuuen. 

'^Madame — La Icttre de Votre Mqeat^ m'a M 
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remise par Monsieur le Marquis de Gallo. II m'est 
difficile de concilier les sentimens qu'elle contient avee 
les projets hostiles^ qu'on parait nourrir k Naples. J'ai 
dans ma main plusieurs lettres de Voire Majest^^ qid ne 
laissent aucun doute sur ses veritables intentions secretes. 
Quelque soit la haine^ que Yotre Majesty paroit porter h 
la France^ comment apr^ I'exp^rience qu'Elle a faite, 
Famour de son Epoux^ de ses enfims^ de sa fieunille, de 
ses sujets ne lui conseille-t-il pas un peu plus de 
retenue^ et une direction politique plus conforme h ses 
inteiSts? Yotre Majesty qui a un esprit si distingu^ 
entre les femmes, nVt'Elle done pas pu se detacher des 
preventions de son sexe^ et peut-EUe traiter les affaires 
d'etat comme les affaires de coeur ? EUe a dijk perdu 
une fois son royaume. EUe a ^t^ deux fois la cause 
d'une guerre qui a failli miner de fond en comble sa 
maison patemelle. Yeut-EUe done dtre la cause d'une 
troisicme ? Dijk k la sollicitation de son ambassadeur 
k St. Petersbourg dix mille Russes out ^t^ envoy^s k 
Corfou. Quoi ! sa haine est elle tellement jeune^ et son 
amour pour T Angleterrc tellement exalt^^ qu'Elle yeuille^ 
quoiqu' assur6e d'en 6tre la yictime premi^re^ embraser 
le Continent et op^rer cette heureuse diversion pour 
TAngleterre ? J'avoue que des passions si fortes auroi- 
ent quelque part k mon estime^ si les plus mmples id^ 
de raison n'en faisoient sentir la frivolity et Timpuissance. 
Son neveu TEmpereur d'Autriche^ ne partage point ses 
sentimens, et ne veut point recommencer la guerre qui 

^ Tlie Emperor of Austria was the son-in-law of the Qaeen as well 
as her nephew. 
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u'auroit pour son Empire que des rdsultats peu 
faisans. La Russie m6me que les sollidtatioiis do 
mmiBtro de Voire M^jest^ out port^ h envoyer dix milk 
homines k Corfou sent trfes bien, que oe n'est point pir Ik 
qu'elle pent ftiro la guerre h la France; et les diqKMitioiii 
d'Alexandrc Premier ne sont point goerrierea. Miis en 
supposant que la catastrophe de Votre Famille ei Ic 
renversement de Votre TrOne armasaent la RoiBie et 
rAutriche, comment Votre M^jest^ peut EUe penaer^EUe 
qui a si bonne opinion de moi, que je sois rcst^ anei 
inactif pour 6tre tomb^ dans la dependence de bmb 
voisins. Que Votre M^jest^ dcoute oette prcqdifltie, 
qu'ElIe rdcoute sans impatience : h la premiere gnent 
dont Ellc seroit cause^ EUe et sa poBteriti anroiert 
ccss^ de r^ner^ ses cnfans errans mandieroient dans Itf 
diiFdrentcs contrdes dol'Europedes secoursde lean paitBL 
Par une conduite inexplicable^ Votre Mqest^ anroii 
eausd la mine de sa fieunille^ tandis que la Ptovideiioe 
et ma moderation lui aToient tout conserve Benonoe 
t'on ainsi k un des plus beaux rojaumea de runirenl 
Je serois f&chi cepcndant que Votre M^jeat^ prit eette 
franchise de ma part pour des menaces. Non, sH ^toii 
entrd dans mes projcts de £Edre la guerre an Roi de 
Naples^ jc Taurais faite k Tentrde du premier RuaK i 
Corfou, ainsi que Tauroit youIu une politique ciitx>nqpeci& 
Main je veux la paix avec Naples, avec I'Europe entiiier 
avec rAnglcterre m6me, et je ne crains la goeire aiee 
personne. Jc suis en dtat de la fidre k quiconque Toodia 
ine proYOiiuer, et de punir la Cour de Naplea, aw 
craiiulre de rcHsentiniens de qui que ce soit Que TotR 
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Maje^U^* recoive ce conBeil d*un bon fr^re; qu*Elle rappello 
loi chcfH dcH milices ; qu*£llc nc provoque aucun CBpice 
€l*arnicinent ; (lulillle rcnvoye les Francais qui Texcitent 
(x>ntre Icur patric; qu'Elle rappelle de St PeteraboarK 
un niiniMtrc, dont toutes les d^Smarches ont pour but de 
gftter IcH affaires de Naples et de la mettre dans dee 
daogcra iuiuiinens ; qu'Elle reuToye Moufdeur Elliot, qui 
De tranio c|uc des complots d* aasassinats et excite tous 
lea mouvemcns de Naples ; qu'Elle donne sa oonfiance 
au cbcf dc sa maison, et j'ose, le dire k moi, et qu'Elle 
De soit pas aasez ennemie d'EUe mdnie pour perdre un 
roraumc qu'Elle a gard6 au milieu d'un si grand boul- 
Terseincnt oil tant d'^tats ont peri. Je ne fais pas ma 
cour k votre M^jest<S par cette lettre. EUe sera desagri- 
able pour die. Cependant qu'Elle y Toye une preuTe de 
mon estinie. (.^e n'cst qu'& une pensonne d'un caract6re 
fort, et au dessus du commun que je me donnerob la 
peine 4r<k;rire avcc cette verit<S. 8ur ce je prie Dieu, 
Madame ma Swur et Cousine qu'il ait votre Miyest^ en 
sa sainte garde. (Sign6) Napoleon.^ 

•• Piiris, ct Xivotf, an, \Z.— Janvier 1805." 

* [TiUNSLATlOlf.] 

** MAdmni- Your Migesty's lett«*r wm tnuumitted to me by the 
Marquis de (talla It u difficult for tne to rrconeilc the ■ratimeiiti 
It coDtAiiui with the huetile projects which teeiii to be nourished al 
Naples. I have in iiij hand sereral of your Ifijcsty's lettrrni which 
kare no doubt as to your real secret intentiona. Howerer great the 
hatn^l that you seem to l)«ar to Frsnce, how is it that, after the ezperi- 
coce you have had, the love of your husband, of your chUdreo, of yoar 
family, of your subjivts, docs not counsel a little more prndeace and 
a |>oliry morr iu conformity with your intemts f Your Migesty has a 
mlod distinguished amongst women, can you not then throw off the 
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The Queen was so moved on reading this ktter, 
that she described herself^ in a note with which she to- 
warded it to Mr. Elliot^ as unable to witness his pennl 
of it^ and she begged him to make himself acqoaintied 
with it before they met to consider it The opening 
lines of his answer are highly characteristic: — ^"The 
first feeling of a gentleman on reading such a letter, 
addressed to a princess, wife of a soyereign, daughter 

prejadices of your seic, and can you treat afiain of state aa yoa vooU 
afTairs of tlio heart ? You have already lost your kingdom onoe. Twice 
yoa have caused a war in which your father's house has mrmrlf 
escaped complete ruin. Do you then wish to cause a third t At there- 
quest of your ambassador at St Petersbui^g, 10,000 Russians have abeidy 
been sent to Corfu. Wliat ! is your hatred so fresh, and yonr lorv (or 
England so exalted, that you wish, though assured of being yooTKlftbe 
first victim, to embroil the Continent and procure thusadiTenion in fsnor 
of England ? I confess that passions so powerful would oommaDd mbc 
portion of my esteem, if plain reason did not show their friTolitj asd 
iini>otence. Your neplicw, the Emperor of Austria, does not shaie yvn 
sentiments, and docs not wish to renew the war, which would pndnce 
Results very unsatisfactory for his Empire. Even Russia — ^though st the 
solicitation of your Majesty's minister she has been induced to md 
10,000 men to Corfu — knows very well that it is not thus that sbecui 
make war on France, and the temperament of Alexander I. is not w- 
like. But supposing that the calamities of your fiunily and the otv- 
throw of your throne armed Russia and Austria, as yonr Ifi^jesty cxpertii 
how c^n your Majesty, since you have so good an opinion of mc^ Uusk 
that I should l>c so inactive as to fall into a state of dependence on nj 
ntdghbours ? May your Majesty listen to this prophecy ; may yoa liiUi 
to it without impatience ! At the first war of which yon are the csom^ 
you and your family will cease to reign ; your children, wandern% viD 
lM>g, in the dilferent countries of Europe, assistance from thdr lelalkni 
Hy (unduct so inexjilicable, your Alajesty wiU have rained your haSj, 
wliilr Trovidcnce and my moderation would have preaerred yoa eroy* 
t hiiig. Will you thus renoimoe one of the finest kingdoms in the nniftnef 
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of Maria Theresa, must be a Btrong deaire to inflict 
pergonal chaMtisenient on the writer. The arm and not 
the pen would give the fittest answer." 

In the intcnriew which ensued, the Queen, with 
bitter tears of grief and anger, lamented to Mr.^ Elliot 
the precipitation with which she had acted in humi- 
liating herself by making overtures to Bonaparte. '' In 
justice to Her Majesty, I must say that I have seen, 



I ahouM l)c sorry, however, if yoar Miycaty mistook this frankneM of mine 
for s thn-at Ko ; if it had suited my plans to make war on the King 
of Naples, I should have done so on the first appevanoe of the Russiana 
in (\trfu, as a cautious policy would hare required. But I desire peace 
with Naplm, with all Kuro|K», with England eren, and 1 fear war with no 
one. I am in a condition to make war on whoever provokes me, and to 
punudi the Court of Naples, without fear of the reaentment of any one. 
Lrt your Majesty n^ceive this mhice from a kind brother, let her recall 
the Iraiirn of the militia ;* let her not provoke any species of amuunent ; 
let her diffmiM the French who excite her against their country, recaU 
fn>m SL IVtemlmrg a niinisttT, all whose movements tend to injure the 
afljum of Naples, and io put her in imminent danger ; let her dismiss 
Mr. (Uliot, who only frames plots for ossaMii nations, and excites all the 
man'i-uvres of Naplra ; lrt her give her confidence to the head of her 
booar, anti I venture to say, to myself ; and let her not be so much her 
own en«>niy a» to ruin a kingilom which she has retained amidst so great 
an ovrrtuni, in which so many states have perished. 1 do not pay coiirt 
In your 51i\j«i«ty by this letter. It will \>e disagreeable to you. Never- 
ihrlras, you may ser in it a proof of my esteem. It is only to a penoo 
of a strong and superior mind that I should take the trouble to write 
with so much fraukncfis. Uest assured that I pray Ood, Madam, my 
sister anti cousin, that He may have you in his holy keeping, 

** ^Signed) KAroUEOH. 

•• PiirU, (hU iVirosr, y€ar IS.-VaaMary 1805. ** 



' i^hvfM dcH milicctt : Naiwleon probably intended chela de 
the lca<lt Pi of the anne<l ftopulation of the Calaltriaa werv styled 
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under General Acton's own handwriting, in a letter to 
the Queen, his approbation of the ofier made to Fnnoe 
of an annual subsidy of six millions of French Utm 
(Sony I am to add, that from many other parts of 
this minister's private correspondence with Her Mqeitf , 
I have but too much reason to observe that botk hb 
temper and his judgment are impaired, from the mortifi- 
cation attending the decline of his influence at this 
Court, a circumstance which he ought to have fomeen 
as the natural consequence of his ill-advised retreat fimn 
the capital.") ^ 

Mr. Elliot's influence with the Queen increaaed, as 
she had occasion to observe the soundness and mi/t- 
pendcnce of the advice he gave her. He spent hoan 
in conference with her and her ministers, and not a dij 
passed without her writing to him. 

Numbers of her letters lie before me, some writto 
in moments of intense agitation, others on the dmnI 
trivial occasions; but, in almost all there are some 
characteristic traits which account for the inflneiiee tbe 
Queen obtained over those whom she could not dape. 
She carried into her intercourse with the persons in btf 
confidence the charm of a kindly bonhommie, of a lu|^ 
spirit, and of the indiscretion which looks so like, but ii 
not, trust Love of children was a mariced feature in her 



^ In another despatch he says : — *' The wetknMB of CScBcnl Act« 
t4)wanl8 t)ic Queen U inch, that I am certain of his laying before hffi 
ill his confi<lentiiil letters, the milistAnce of whatever I might connuii- 
catc to him, with any colouring which he might think the most igR** 
Mv to her fi>clingii at the moment ." 
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character/ and there arc not, among some hundred 
leiierH, half-a-ilocen without a kindly mention of Mr. 
Elliot rt youthful family — '' Comment Tont les chers les 
int^riHwans enfantn?'* ''Que leu chers enfiuita priont 
pour moL** '' Mes amiti^ k Texcellente Madame Elliot 
et k la charmante petite eolonie." '' Je suIa toucb^ de 
Tamiti^ des enfanta.** These and similar phrases recur 
perpetually in letters containing the most important in- 
funnation, and often half illegible from the emotion of 
the writer. 

Almost as numerous are the words of praise and 
mffection lavished on LonI Nelson : — '' Que fait il, oil est 
il, mon h<^ras — le brave et digne Nek$on ?** The sight 
of an Englitih sloop, a vessel of war, carrying despatches 
lo Nelson, and beating out of port in a high sea, and in 
the teeth of a heavy gale, brought an admiring note 
fnmi the Queen : — ** Je Tai suivi avec mes lunettea, 
et mes vccux accompagnaient le vaisseau et les matelots 
Anglais. Courage, enthiisiasme, sentiments de devoir 
aoot des qualit^i qui font un grand peuple.** 

Queen Caroline attached great importance to per- 
aooal interviews with all those who, however remotely, 
were engage<l in her service. Not content with letters 
from lionl Nelson, or with the information conveyed in 
his despatches to Mr. Elliot, she frequently chose to see 
the officers in command of the vessels despatched by 

' She WM the mother of MTcnteen children, and thrir Uifth<bji mmI 
frU-dnyt tre nlwayii mrnUt»iiML ** No ImiiiictM to-morrow, beoune it 
is the birth«lAy of my dc«r little Leoiiold." ** I mtlTrr in body mud 
ffiint, but I mu«t Uikt* the children to Caaerta, aa they cxpccl it," 
etc. et« . 
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him to carry his correspondence to Naples. On one 
occasion Mr. Elliot informed her the captain would 
not be able to wait upon her, having no soitable dren 
in which to appear before Her Majesty. Her answer 
was short : — " Que me fait Iliabit ? Je veux voir lliomiiie, 
prdsentez le.'' In one of the Queen's notes she begs 
Mr. Elliot to come to her, to hear firom herself the 
expression of her admiration for the humane actioii lie 
had so gloriously performed. 

A graphic^ and I believe a perfectly correct aoooont 
of the adventure referred to, is to be found in Madame 
de StaePs novel of Corinne, where the hero sees a mu 
struggling in the waves of a stormy sea, and afker 
vain attempts to induce any of the iaszaioni to go to 
his assistance, plunges into the sea himself, and fimllj 
succeeds in swimming ashore with the man whose life 
he had saved ; but not until his own strength was m 
nearly spent that the bystanders at first believed H 
could not be restored. 

A note to Corinne tells us that the action attributed 
to Oswald had been actually performed by Mr. EUM, 
British minister at Naples, and his family possen t 
record of the fact in the shape of a small volume of 
sonnets, in four languages, composed in honour <^ wliit 
is termed his heroic conduct 

For a short period there ensued a respite in tbe 
system of bullying by which Bonaparte sought to io- 
tiniidatc Naples, but early in the spring of 1805 it wi» 
intimated to their Sicilian Majesties that the appoint- 
ment of the Count de Daroas to the command of the 
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Neapolitan army was viewed with grave displeasure at 
Paris. The excitement which this announcement created 
at Naples was shortly afterwards increased to the highest 
pitch by the arrival of an aide-de-camp from General St. 
Cyr^ demanding the disarmament of the levies in 
Calabria, the cessation of further recruiting for the 
Neapolitan army, the removal of Mr. Elliot, and the 
dismissal of Count Damas. 

For some weeks ministers consulted, messengers 
went to and fro ; De Gallo was ordered to remonstrate 
at Paris, Prince Cardito was sent to treat with General 
St. Cyr, and the Queen's agitated feelings found vent in 
daily notes to, and interviews with, Mr. Elliot. 

" 26 Janvier 1805. 
"Nous sommes une autre fois dans les horreurs 
menac<5es des troupes Bonapartiennes. St Cyr nous 
a decoch^ son adjutant, avec Tordre pr6cis en trois jours, 
qui s'ecoulcnt domain, d'avoir une r^ponse, ayant ordre de 
prendre des mesures fortes, les points sont : ddsarmemens, 
rccrutation, (51oignez M. Elliot, exilez Damas. Cardito 
part ce soir pour la Pouille k rabattre les points impos- 
sibles, et sa r^ponse d(5cidera la chose que dans mon coour 
et ame je crois d(5cid(5e. Je vous prie brulez mes lettres 
car jc crains les gcntillesses imp^riales de ces vils esclaves, 
qui ne ddsirent que de me compromettre, et se venger 
sur nioi, mais je suis d^cid^e k les braver, et k risquer 
d'augmcntor le nombre de leurs crimes. Je pr^ftre la 
mort au malheur d*6tre Fdsclave d'un tel 6tre. Mes com- 

2b 
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pliiuents Jt 'MmV- Elliot et aux chcrs enfents, et croyei 
moi pour la vie votre siiicfere aiuie,^ Charlotte. 

" 21 Fevrier 1805. 

" La r^ponsc de Cardito est arriv<5e. St Cyr a sus- 
pendu toute d-marche jusqu'21 la rdponse du Grand 
Bonaparte qui iie pent tarder. J'aTOue que je snis 
rc7olt<5e de ccs maniferes de barbare que I'on se {lermct 
vers nousy et que je feroiu volontiers dc tout pour nous 
en Roustraire. 

" Eufin 110U9 attendroiis encore eettc erise que j'esp^re 
s'eventera comme les pr^cMentcs; il est affrenx 
d'etre Hi fort abaissd que de devoir soufFrir la loi dun tel 
homnie, mais e'est Touvrage de sea amis, et encore plu? 
de ses deniis enuemis, et cela me rend la vie et Tex- 
istence odieuse depuis longtemps. Si je n'aTais pas 
des enfants, et une faniille (et je jmrle k un bon Pi^re 
qui ine coiuprcnd) j'aurais quitt6 tout^ et un trCne avili 
par celui qui y est mont6y mais il faut songer h nos 

1 [Translation.] 

<< 2GUi Janvary iSOS. 

*' We are again in all the horror of being menaced by the B«ui- 

INirtisi troops. St. C*yr han S(>iit his adjutant, witii strict orders in thre^ 

(lays, whi(^li expire to-inorcow, to have a reply, ordering strong nwaBUia ; 

the points are — disannanient, cease recruiting, remove Mr. Elliot, exile 

Dainax. Cardito .sots out this evening for Apulia, to beat down the im- 

possiMe points, and his reply will decide wliat in my heart and soul I 

think decided. I entn'at you to hum my letters, for I fear the impniil 

ti-icks of llicse \'ile slaves, who only desire to compromise me and tob« 

revenged on nii.> ; but 1 am resnlviMi to brave them and to risk angmcnting 

the number of their cn'mes. 1 xirefer death to the nuhappinesB of being 

t)ie slave of sueh a being. My compliments to Mrs. Elliot and to the 

dear children, and believe me, your sinc-ere friend, Chasmttb." 
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enfantSy et comme nous n'ayons jamais th^uris^ ni 
amass6 des ressources^ il faut souffrir, mourir de peine, 
pour leur laisser une existence. Pardon, mais la con- 
fiance et la plenitude du coeur m'ont fait ^rire cet 
episode," etc. etc^ « C.'' 

" Je crois que le r^cide Alquier yeut nous intimider. 
Je n'aime pas la vie du tout, je ne m*en soucie pas du 
tout ; ils me Tout fait hair."^ 

^' Je Yous avoue que je suis revolt^ de Tivre ainsi sous 
le couteau de telles gens et je ferois de tout yolontiers 
pour en sortir. 

"Ne croyez aucune nouvelle, aucun propos, on lea 
denature. Venez k moi toujours avec confiance. Yous 

^ [Translation.] 

'' 21«< February. 

'* The reply of Cardito lias arrived. St. Oyr has suspended all 
action till the answer of the Great Bonaparte, which cannot be delayed. 
I confess that I am disgusted by these barbaroiu manners, which they 
permit themselves towards us, and which I would willingly do any- 
thing to escape. In short, we yet await this crisis, which I hope may 
be averted like its predecessors. It is dreadful to be so abased, to be in 
the power of such a man ; but it is the work of his friends, and still 
more of his half enemies, and that has long since rendered life and ex- 
istence odions to me. If I had not children and a family (and I speak 
to a kind father who understands me) I would have quitted all, and a 
throne dishononred by him who has ascended it ; but we most think of 
our children, and as we have never hoarded nor amasMd resources^ it is 
necessary for us to suffer, to die of misery, to leave them an existence. 
Forgive me ; confidence and the fulness of my heart have made me 
write this episode,'* etc etc. ••C." 

* <* I think that the regicide Alquier wishes to intimidate us. I do 
not love life at all. I do not care for it at all ; it has been made batefol 
to me." 
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saurez toujours Tcxacte verity ; ma loyaut^ est inchange- 
able, autaiit que mes scntimcns Bont pour la rie."^ 

lu one of these letters a remarkable phrase oocorB : 
— '^ Dieu pn^senre le royaume dans les mains de noire 
tjran. On serait ^tonn4 avec la bouche bSanie, hor$ moi, 
des ressources quHl en HreraiL"^ 

The French (joyemment at last yielded on three out 
of the four points originally insisted on, but they accooi- 
panied the concession with a podtiTe command for the im- 
mediate dismissal of Count Damas, which even the Queen 
could not disregard. The shell has burst — ^^ La boiube 
est crev6e/' she wrote to Mr. Elliot. '' Le coquin Alquicr 
donncra une note oflicielle si Damas it midi n'est fcini 
parti. L'ordre est venu h St. Cyr pour qu'il prenne d'abonl 
la position d'Ariauo ct traite le pays en pays conqiik 
Ainsi il faut bien donner un cong6 h Damas. Je »m 
au desosi)oir, hunuli(5e, enrag6e, constemde. Xous ^^ 
tarderons niais n'dviterons point uos malheurs. Adico.— 
Votre amie ix)ur la ^ic, Charlotte."^ 

* [TRANSL.VTIOX.] 

** I confesM to you that I revolt at living under the knife of Wih 
p('0]»l<s ami I would willingly <lo anything to escape it 

** Do not iK'liovi* any tidings, any reports, they are falsified. Coiw 
to me always with confidence. You shall always know the exact tnth: 
my hiyalty is unchangeable, as my sentiments are /or life," 

* ** May no<l pn^Tv-e the kingilom in the hands of our t)imnt Tht 
rn^iurcrs irhich he would (fraw /nnn it icould fill any one huJt nfft^j 
irith mnnynii'iif/^ 

^ "Th«' shell has Imrst. . . . Tlie ruM'al Alqnier will gifr •■ 
oWu i;d iioti' if Damas h.n nnt set olf at noon. St, Cyr has recfiTiJ 
orders to take the ]«)>iti«.n of Ariano at once, and to trwit the countir 
as con«iucn'd. Thus it is nccrssiiry to dismiss Damas. I am in dcspaiTi 
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Prince Cardito was informed by General St Cjt that 
he had orders to seize Count Damas' person whenerer 
this could be effected by a detachment fiom the French 
army, without paying any respect to the rights of soTe- 
reignty of the King of Naples. The aOeged offence of 
Count Damas was his having used indiscreet language 
against Bonaparte ; but '' it is only just to say/' wrote 
Mr. Elliot to his goTemment^ '^ that considerable activity 
and energy have been displayed in the military depart- 
ment since he was placed at its head." 

The representative of Naples at the Court of St. 
James' was desired to express his sovereign's sense of 
the wisdom and discretion of Mr. Elliot's advice during 
the crisis^ and for some time the Queen signed her notes 
to himself^ " Voire reconnaissante amie."^ 

liumbled, enraged, alamied. We may retard, but we cannot avoids our 
misfortunes. Adieu. — ^Your friend for life, Charlotte." 

^ During the crisis a messenger was despatched to London ** ftppA- 
rently " to ask for Mr. Elliot's recall — an application whicli pfodnced 
the following reply from Lord Mulgrave to Prince Castelcicala : — 

*' Downing Street, Sd April 1800. 

*' The undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
official note of His Sicilian Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenii>otentiary of the 2d instant, which has been laid before the King. 

*' No sx)ecified cause of complaint against any part of the conduct 
of Mr. Elliot having been stated in the above-mentioned note, His 
Majesty would have been at a loss to conceive the ground on which a 
request could have been made by His Sicilian Mijesty for the recall of a 
minister whose zeal, diligence, and distingoished talents in the 
discharge of the duties of his mission had merited and secored the 
expression of His Majesty's fullest approbation, and whose lespectftd 
attachment to the persons of their Sicilian Majesties had so ftdly 
answered the views and expectations with which His Migesty had 
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The English minister did not hesitate to advifie god- 
cession when concessions were inevitable or immaterial^ 
but he was compelled still more fireqaently to counsel a 
more courageous and straightforward policy than the 
Neapolitan Court was prepared to adopt. Their coun- 
cils fluctuated between rashness and servility, and pro- 
voked the indignities which were heaped upon them. 

" Les gens timides," he wrote to the Queen, " qui 
se croient prudents par excellence, continueront de 
crier, C<5dez, c^dez, tout ce que la perfidie peut demander 
comme gage de sa tranquility J'avouc que je fxk 
d'un sentiment different, et que je crois que Ton risque 
moins de voir avanger les fran9ai8 en refiisant d'aooorte 
des concessions disgracieuses et fatales, qu*en fiBusaot 
dcs sacrifices joumaliers qui ne font qu'augmenter k 
d6sir d en exiger d'autres." ^ 

conferred on Mr. Elliot tho mission to the Court of Naples. TIk 
recent information, however, which has heen traiismitted to bit 
Majesty by Mr. Elliot has appris4^^ His Miyesty of the source fron 
whence the demand has arideu." 

Tho despatch goes on to state that while the King would thrati 
comply cheerfully with the genuine wishes of His Sicilian V^jtstj m 
regard to tho withdrawal of a minister who might have rendeitil 
himself i)crsonally objectionable to the King of Naples, he coald 
not, consistently with a proi)er regard to his own dignity, with s jut 
attention to the rights of neutral and iudeptmdent soYereigns, or an 
adequate consideration of the established laws of nations, consent to wit^ 
draw his minister from a neutral and friendly court at the impoiov 
mandate of an enemy, etc. 

* [Translation.] 

** Timid iH'oi>le, who think thenisi'lves superlatively pnidfnt, 
will continue to cry. Yield, yield— all that pt»rfidy can demand ai • 
pledge of tran<|uillity. 1 confess that I am of a diffei«nt war of 
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On another occasion, when Bonaparte had shown 
an inclination to try the eflfect of cajolery upon the 
recalcitrant court of Naples, the Queen wrote — 
" Heureuse Anglcterre, protegee par la mer de ce fl<5au 
du Continent"^ Mr. Elliot replied, " Ne croyez pas, 
madaine, que TAngletcrre doit son bonheur h vingt et 
uu milles de mer qui s(5parent notre isle de la France. 

" Nous devons notre bonheur h nos sentiments 
d'honncur et de probitd, h notre courage, d notre 
Industrie, et notre nationalit<5 ; et surtout d notre 
profonde connaissance de la France et de ses habitans. 
Nous Savons que Ton risque moins h 6tre ses eunemis 
ouvcrts et avoues qu'^ 6tre expos(5s aux dangers de 
reccvoir de leur part de ces baisers fratemels dans 
Icsqucls Us ne mauqucnt jamais d'emporter la pifece."^ 

The coronation of Bonaparte as King of Italy took 
place in the summer; and the determination of the 
Neapolitan Court not to acknowledge the new title 

thinking ; and 1 think that there is less risk of seeing the French 

advance when disgraceful and fatal concessions are refused than when 

daily sacrifices arc made, which only augment the desire to exact 

others." 

[Translation.] 

* '* Happy England, protected by the sea from this scoiirge of the 
Continent!" 

^ **I)o not think, madam, that England owes her happiness to 
th(; twenty-on(; miles of sea wliich separate our isle from France. 

** Wtr owe our happiness to our sentiments of honour and probity, 
to our courage, to our industry, and to our nationality, and, above all, 
to our profound knowleilge of France and her inliabitants. Wo know 
that there is less risk in being her open and avowed enemies than in 
being exposed to the danger of receiving those fraternal kisses, whilst 
bestowing whi<h she never fails to carry off the prize." 
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except in concert with the Court of Vienna, brought a 
torrent of inyectives on their heads. The Emperor 
spoke publicly of the Queen of Naples, who wu 
known to haye counselled the policy adopted fay tbe 
King in opposition to the advice of his ministen, in 
the most yiolcnt language, of which she wrote as 
follows : — 

" 9 Juin 1805. 
^'En publique, au cercle, I'Empeieur-Roi a tenv 
des propoB inddcens sur nous, et moi en particiilier, i 
nos ministrcs, au point que Cardito dit ne le Touloir 
revoir de la vie, ni s'y exposer plus ; il a formeUement 
declar6 que si pour le 16 de Juin il ne revolt la Recon- 
naissance k Bologne oh il se trouvera, il cesaera Unite 
communication avec cc pays et nous traitera commepap 
cnuemi. 

^* Nous tenons ferme malgr^ ces menaces 
de ne point rcconnaitre avant que TEmpereur ne 
rcconnaissc. Comme nous sommcs les deux seules 
Puissances en Italic point encore asservies, je m'attcnds 
(le ce Corse curag6 et hcureux, toutes les fulies et 
d6menccs, trahisons et violences. Mais que pouvcMus 
nous y faire ? Si ne point pnwoquer^ comme sans 
discontinuer, la Rusaie, Vienne, et TAngletcrrc nooR 
prechcnt, Rigniiic plier, il faudra le rcconnaitre, sauf, 
mal^ro ect avilissement, avoir le sort de Parme, G^nea, 
et LucHjues. — Croyez moi pour la vie et jusqaan 
tomboau votrc Binctre amic, Charlotte.^ 

' [Tka.n.,..at.on]. ..y„„,9flH?0i 

"In }iiil>li<-, at tlio Icvc'c, the Einp4'ror-Kiiig hat made iDdecrat 
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"On ne parle que des horreurs, des menaces que 
le forc^n<5 Corse a cri6 en publique centre moi ; mais il 
ne salt pas que c'est r^ellement me diJcorer de la 
L^ion d'Honneur^ que de ne me pas compter parmi le 
nombre de ses bas et vils adulateurs."^ In spite of 
which brave words, the Queen fell' ill of rage and 
mortification ; and, while unable to admit Mr. Elliot to 
her presence, she wrote to him " that she would fly to 
America with her family if any one would only give her 
two millions sterling to go there; that she would 
even prefer to spend her life on the mountains of 
Scotland than to throne it in Naples as Bonaparte's 
slave — " esclave de ce maudit Corse — de ce Corse nisi5." 

remarks on us, and particularly on me, to our ministers, to such 
a degree that Cardito said he would never willingly see him again, 
nor expose himself to a repetition of it. He has formally declared 
that if, by tlie 16th of June, he does not receive the recognition at 
Bologna, where he will be, all communication with this country will 
cease, and he will treat us like enemies. 

. . . " We remain finu, in spite of these threats, in not re- 
cognising him l)efore the Emperor^ has done so. As wo are the only two 
Powers in Italy that are not yet enslaved, I expect from this furiooB 
and fortunate Corsican all sorts of follies and falsehoods, treasons and 
violences. But what can we do ? If not to jrrovokej as Russia, Vienna, 
and England preach to us without ceasing, signifies to bow, it wiU bo 
neressajy to acknowledge him, lest, notwithstanding this caution, wo 
incur the fate of Parma, Genoa, and Lucca. — Believe me to be for life, 
and to the grave, your sincere friend, Chaklotte." 

^ ** Nothing is talked of but the horrors — the threats that the furious 
Corsican has blustered forth in public against mo ; but he does not 
know that not to count me amongst Jiis low and vile flatterers is truly 
to decorate me with the Legion of Honour." 



* Of Austria. 
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The institution of the order of the Iron Crown drew 
from her some sarcastic remarks : — ^* Josephine aiua 
cr^e mi ordrc — mie 6toile qui se porte sur la pdtrine. 
Moi je lui donne la devise, Honni soi qui mal nen 
pcnsc."^ 

The return of Prince Cardito with verbal accountB of 
his reception by the Emperor gave the Queen a second 
attack of fever, and she thus describes her ambassador:— 
'^ Cardito est revenu exactement conune avec tant d'esprit 
vous Faviez pr6dit — dbloui de la force, do la grandeur 
de Buonaparte, le trouvant detestable; mais n'y troo- 
vaut aucun remMc — aucun moyen de le vaincre. Enfin, 
il est revenu plus Napolitain qu'il n'est partL Lk 
pauvrcs gens ! — il faut les sauver malgnS eux."" 

All the vials of the destroying angel seemed to be 
outpoured on Naples in the year 1805. In Jul; ao 
earthquake destroyed more than 4000 of the inhabitant 
of the kingdom. '^ Had the oscillations of the earth 
lasted another second, it is the opinion of i)cr8ons quali- 
fied to form one, that all this great capital would liaTe 
been destroyed." 

The earthquake was felt at ten o'clock at night, caiu- 

' [TK-\JS'8LATI0N.] 

'*Josopliine haa also crt>aUMl an ordor — a star which !• won od 
tlic bn-iLst I give bcr this motto for it—* Evil be to him vho doa 
wflMhinkevilofit.'" 

- ** (.'anlito luis returned exactly in the state of mind yon prcdirttd- 
dazzb«l ])y tlu" strength, the •^Ti-atiU'ss of Koiiaporte, finding him det«*t- 
able, lnit liinling no n-niedy, no means of coniiuering hini. In «hi*t 
be bas ntuiind more Ni'a]H>lit.in than he set out Poor peo[»le! Xh^r 
must be savrd in spite of tbrmselves." 
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ing the inhabitants of Naples to pass what the Queen 
called " une mlaine nuit" She wrote the next morning 
to Mr. Elliot that the shock had found her at her 
writing-table, in the act of fixing an hour on the follow- 
ing day for an interview with him. The King was at 
Portici, the Hereditary Prince and his wife at Caserta ; 
it became her duty, she wrote, to tliink, as far as the 
powers of thought left her allowed her to do, how best 
to secure the safety of her beloved children and grand- 
children. Calling them around her, they spent the 
night together in an open court of the palace, every 
moment expecting to be overwhelmed with ruins. At 
the British Legation an evening party had been going 
on, when floors began to tremble, walls to rock, lights 
went out ; and in a moment card-tables were deserted, 
guests fled, children rushed from their beds, a cripple 
found his legs, the instinct of every one leading him 
to seek safety in the open street. The thoughts of 
many turned to the ships at anchor in the harbour, and 
Mr. Elliot lost no time in placing the English man-of- 
war at the Queen's disposal, but the sight of the agitated 
sea was less re-assuring even than the earth when the 
momentary disturbance was past. 

In August followed a violent eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius, when a stream of lava reached the sea at Torre 
del Greco, while two other branches came even nearer to 
the town of Naples ; and through all the miseries and 
alanns of the time the Queen sighed for vengeance, till 
at last it seemed within her grasp. 

She had ever chafed under the policy of the neutraliiy. 
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'^ qao nous pr^hcnt rAngleteire^ la Ruasie, et rAutriche. 
Buonaparte a un plan fixe, Ic suit arec opinifltretd, fe^ 
mot6, avee ruse, profitant des faiblesseSy des Bottises da 
autros, et les petits en seront les yictimes. Nous, la 
premiers ; tout eela me met la mort dans le coeur." 

Russia and England having formed an alliance agaiiuit 
France in the spring of 1805, had proposed to themsclTa, 
among other objects, the entire eracuation of Italj br 
the French, and with this view both Powers despatched 
troops to the Mediterranean, with orders to act in con- 
cert. A Russian minister, M. de Tatitscheff, to whom 
large powers had been given by the Court of SL Petere- 
burg, arrived in Naples in the month of Jolj 1805. 
From that time Mr. Elliot's influence waneil. The 
Queen's hopes turned to Russia, as to the Power noet 
able and ready to strike the blow which she so longed 
to inflict. 

A long scries of intrigues betwecp certain indiridiiab 
of her 8i)eeial society, and certain other individuals con- 
nected with the Russian nobility, threw the new minister 
from Russia into her toils ; and it is probable that the 
desire of committing Russia to more extensive measoiei 
of hostility towards Bonaparte than were consistent 
with the policy of England, led her to foment an amount 
of mistniKt between the ministers of the two great Powen 
sufficient to prevent them from coinciding in a policv 
which might thwart her own.^ In the begiiming of the 
year the (^ucen had placed in the hands of the English 
representative, " considering him not so much as a mini- 

* St'«' ApiHii<lix, No. IV. 
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ster as a friend," a secret correspondence with her agents 
in Russia, representing that goverament as full of jealousy 
and mistrust of the objects of England in the Mediter- 
ranean.^ At the very time when she was concocting 
with M. de Tatitscheff a convention for the employment 
of an Anglo-Russian force, her French adherents were 
busily employed in suggesting causes of jealousy and 
mistrust of England and her representative to General 
Lacy, the commander of the Russian force, by whom 
these underhand dealings were exposed to Mr. Elliot.^ 

To the Russian Convention ^ Mr. Elliot refused to be 
a party, on the ground that its objects went beyond 
those which his Government had instructed him to 
pursue. Mr. Elliot's eflforts, since his first coming to 
Naples, where " he had stood alone and unsupported by 
the minister of any other foreign power," had been cal- 
culated solely to maintain the security of the Two 
Sicilies, by yielding as much as possible in every in- 

^ This is a very remarkable trausaction. The Queen, early in 1806, 
placJHl in ^rr. Elliot's hands confidential letters to herself from the 
Duke of Seira-Capriola, minister of Naples at St. Petersburg, in which 
it was stilted that the Court of St. Petersburg thoroughly mistrusted 
British objects in the Metliterraneau, and warned Naples especially of 
England's designs on Sicily. The Queen permitted Mr. £lliot to send 
home copies to his Government, on the positive assurance that such a step 
would l>c kei)t from the knowledge of her own representative in England, 
and would be confided simply to the King and his confidential servants. 
This infonnation, when received in England, seems to have taken Lord 
Mulgiave, Foreign Secretary, completely by surprise. 

- General Lacy, a straightforward old soldier, of Irish extraction, 
and, at the time he reached Naples, of the advanced age of eighty. 

» September 21, 1805. 
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stance wliich might have committed its neutralitj, and 
by encouraging^ on the other hand, the adoption of eretr 
secret measure for profiting of the internal resouroes of 
the provinces with a >iew to their own defence.** The 
objects of the Russo-Neapolitan Conyention seemed to 
him to be widely different, while it was apparent to him 
that tlie very small proi)ortion of English forces to be 
employed in any combined movements would necessitate 
their implication in undertakings, possibly in disasten, 
over which they would exercise no controL Coalitions 
and contingents were not to his taste ; he considered 
that England, by her fleets, her subsidies, and her 
counsels which, at all events up to the summer cS 1805^ 
had been crowned with success, had done her part 
towards maintaining the independence of the kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies ; that if militaiy operations on the 
Continent, and on a great scale, were deemed advisable, 
Russia, a great militaiy power, bound to Naples hf 
earlier treaties, should take the lead and the respon- 
sibility. Unhappily, an Anglo-Russian armament^ to be 
placed inider the supreme command of General Lacy, was 
decided on. 

The Russian Convention was signed in September, 
and, in Mr. Elliot's opinicm, it led to all the &tal con- 
sequences which afterwards ensued. The King of Naple^ 
who, though in secret, was a party to it, was shortly aftc^ 
wards forced by the menaces of France to ratify a treaty 
of neutrality witli France, on the faith of which the amy 
of (Jeneral St. V\v vacated the Neapolitan dominions; 
and on the day followin^j: that of the ratification of the 
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French treaty, the King was prevailed on to give M. do 
Tatistcheflf a declaration under his sign-manual, which 
annulled the validity of his prior signature with France, 
and by which he called for the disembarkation of the 
foreign troops in the kingdom of Naples for the pro- 
tection of his dominions. 

These disgraceful acts of perfidy were kept as far as 
possible from the knowledge of Mr. Elliot, who, when 
retailing them at a later period^ to his own Government, 
terms them " as disgusting as they were disgraceful. 
I have cautiously avoided taking any part in transactions 
equally contrary to sound policy and good faith. My 
situation has been indeed pecidiarly embarrassing, as 
there was a manifest inclination in the Russian mission 
to ascribe my unwillingness to second these proceedings 
to a jealousy of their growing influence, and above all to 
a secret view of not opposing the conquest of Naples, in 
order to afford a plausible pretext for seizing on Sicily. 
Unfortunately, the Queen, who had been goaded by 
every species of invective and ill-treatment from Bona- 
parte, and who was surrounded by individuals either of 
mean abilities, or, perhaps, even treacherous incli- 
nations, stimulated the Russian minister to pre- 
cipitate every warlike measure, and carried, by her 
influence, the consent of the King, of the hereditary 
prince, and the coimcil." 

The transactions which to the English minister ap- 
peared as foolish as they were unprincipled, were viewed 
in a very different light by the Queen, the chief actor in 

' June 8, 1806. 
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them. Writing to Mr. Elliot on the day (tf the dis- 
embarkation of the British troops under General Sir 
James Craig, she describes herself as prepared, nith all 
the self-sacrifice of a martyr, to immolate good fiiith and 
honour on the altars of patriotism. 

" 20 Nov. 1805. 

" Li6e h jamais et ouyertemcnt dans ce moment h la 
bonne cause, je sens tout le poids ^norme d'une respoo- 
sabilit(i h, trovers tant de diffdrentes ciroonstances, mak 
sure du principe pur et honnfete comme ddsinteiesB^ qui 
guide nos actions je me laisse bltoer, d^hirer, critiquer 
poun'u que j ai le bonheur do sauver k men epoox et k 
nosenfants par Taide et secours do nos braves allies kiir 
patrimoinc. Je vous prie d'avoir en moi une confiince 
enti^re. Mon caract^re la meritera toujours," etc. etc.^ 

The first news which greeted the English general on 
his landing at Naples was that of the capitulation of 
Ulm, which had been known there, though carefully con- 
cealed from the people, since the beginning of the 
month. 

On the 4th of November the Queen had written (o 

^ [Translation.] 

*' lUiund ever mid openly at this moment to the good cuiur, I fc«I 
nil the euoniious wei<{lit of a rosjionBibility in so many varied diflUiiItiM: 
hut certain of tli(> prini'i]th'H, ]>urc nnd honourable ai dUintereitML 
wliii-li guiih* my actions, I allow myself to bo blaimtl, to be torn in pinn. 
til 1h' <-iiti(-iseil, ]ir(iviil(>(l I have the hap])ineK.s of saving tlieirpatriiD(4iT 
to my hii.shainl and itui' rhildreii by means of the assistance of our l>raTi 
allies. I entreat you to ])hu'e entire confidence in me. My cbanetfr 
will alwavs drserve it." 
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Mr. Elliot that news of a terrible disaster had reached 
them from all quarters ; incredible as it appeared, the 
Austrian army had succumbed without striking a blow. 
She adds — " Le centre coup pour nous sera terrible." 

And on the 11th she wrote again : — 

** J'ai re^u votre obligeante lettre que j'etais k dtner 
ayec mes enfiEmts, en famille^ pour la ffite de St Martin, 
tenant k ces anciens usages da bon Tieux temps en 
&mille, mais mon &me et mon coeur en ^taient bien 
^loign^ J'ayais re^u un courier de Paris, qui nous 
confirme toutes les mauyaises nouvelles, et nous annonce 
Farmde Autrichienne d^truite. De Yenise on nous dit 
qu'il ne passe pas un quart dlieure sans arriyer bftteaux 
de toutes esp^ces remplis d'offiders, de soldats qui 
6yaeuent le Venitien. Nous ayons seulement le doute si 
c'est k la suite d'une bataille perdue oh par la crainte 
d'Stre toum^. 

^' Mass^na est done libre de se promener oil bon lui 
semble. Tout ceci me tient trte pein^ Queloonqae 
sera mon sort, et celui de ma ch^re malheureuBe fiuniile 
je remplirai mes devoirs."^ 

* [Translatiov.] 

** I received your welcome letter wlien I WM dining with my 
children, en famillc, on St. Martin's fSte, adhering to the fiumly 
usages of the good old times, but my heart and my sonl were rery hr 
away. I had received a messenger from Paris, who confirmed all the 
bad news and announced to ns the destroction of the Anatriaa army. 
From Yen ice we learn that a quarter of an hour does not pass without 
the arrival of boats of every description, filled by officers and aoldien 
who evacuate the Venetian territory. We are only in doubt whether 
it is the result of a lost battle or for fear of being tnmed. 

'* Massena is then free to march where he pleaiefc AD this ia Teiy 

20 
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As is well known, on the news of the capitulation of 
Ulniy the anuy of the Archduke Charles eyacuated 
Yenetia, in order to share in a combined moTement witb 
other portions of the Austrian forces for the puipose of 
defending Vienna. Consequently, when the Anglo- 
Russian troops assembled at Naples, they and the annj 
of His Sicilian Majesty were the only forces in tlie 
Peninsula opposed to the victorious armies of France. 

The only cheering news which reached the Xet- 
politan Court during the month of November, was the 
reported victory of Trafalgar; but no details of it 
were received till the beginning of December, when the 
fatal intelligence of the death of Nelson produced a note 
from the Queen, which bears the evidence of genuine 
feeling (2d December) : — 

" .Fai re^u la triste lettrc que vous m avez envoyfe 
Je n'ctais point capable dans Ic premier saississement de 
la doulcur dc la grandc irrdparable perte que noos 
venons de faire, dc vous r6pondre. Donnez-moi tons le« 
details dcs dv^ncnicnts qui nous privent du herosqueje 
regretterai toutc ma \ic. 20 vaisseaux augmcntent ea 
gloire, mais rien no pent consoler de sa pcrte. Tant de 
courage, vcrtus ct modcstie, tout cela r6uni ne se retrouTe 
])lus. Pour lui c'est un bonhcur, pour nous un sensible 
malheur. Adieu. Croyez moi jusqu'au tombcaa votie 
sincere amic, Charlotte."^ 

IMiiiifiil to iiip. "NVlijitever may bo my fate, aud that of my d«ar nn- 

fortuiKitc family, I bliall fulfil my duties." 

* [Translation.] 
** 1 ri'crivt'd the sail IviU'T which you sout me. I WM not c^W*- 
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On Christmas day came, along with the news of the 
battle of Austerlitz and the armistice with Austria, a 
rumour of the bulletin fulminated by Napoleon from 
Moravia against the Neapolitan dynasty (25th Decem- 
ber 1805). 

" Ces bulletins m'ont atterr^e/' wrote the Queen. " Je 
Teux encore me flatter que ces fatals bulletins n'^taient 
pas sign^s — ne soient point authentiques ; mais une 
voix interne me le dit, et me fait reconnaitre la mani5re 
de s'exprimer, et me fait trembler de la verity du reste. 
Si ce debaudage (sic) a eu lieu, si tout cela a ^t6, nous 
sommes perdus sans retourl ... A votre digne 
Spouse et k Taimable petite colonic bicn des complimens 
pour la ffete de Noel."^ 

The immediate consequence of this disastrous news 
was the retreat of the Anglo-Russian force from the 
frontiers to the neighbourhood of Naples, the com- 
manders of both armies uniting in a declaration to the 

in the first shock of grief for the irreparable loss we had sustained, of 
rej)lying to it. Give me all the details of the events that have deprived na 
of a hero whom I shall regret all my life. Twenty vessels may augment 
his glon% but nothing can console for his loss. So much courage, 
virtue, and modesty — all this imited in one individual, is not to be found 
again. For him it is happiness, for us a heavy misfortune. Adieu. 
Believe me even to the grave your sincere friend, Charlotte." 

2 ** Tliese bulletins have overwhelmed me. I wish still to flatter 
myself that tliese fatal bulletins were not signed — are not authentic ; 
but an internal voice tells me they are so, and makes me recognise the 
mo<le of expression, and makes me tremble that they are true. If this 
disaster has taken place, if all this has been, we are lost beyond redemp- 
tion ! ... To your respected wife, and to the amiable little 
colony, the compliments of the Christmas season." 
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King that such was the only course they could puTsiie 
imder circumstances which they stated in detaiL 

The utter want of any information, beyond that 
wliich reached them through French souioeBy added 
greatly to the difficulties with which the commanden 
had to contend. 

'^ I would give £5000 for reliable informaticniy" wrote 
Sir J. Craig to Mr. Elliot, on the SOtii December. ** My 
despatches from Lord Castlercagh come no lower than 
the IGth October, and for anything I can extract from 
them, either useful or agreeable, they might just as well 
have remained in his lordship's secretaire to this moment 
I cannot comprehend what they are about" 

The retreat of the allied force greatly ezaspented 
tlio Court, and the following note from Sir James Crug 
to Mr. Elliot, written immediately after the generals had 
held a council of war, at which it had been resolved that 
the allicil armies should continue for the present to 
cover the tovm of Naples, shows what were the feelinp 
of the Queen towards her English allies, and shows too 
that, under her violent abuse of his comitrymen, the 
spirit of the English minister began to chafe. 

^' Monday, 6th January, NapUi. 

'^ I lose not a moment in acquainting you with the 
result of an interesting conversation which I have this 
instant flnisheil with General Oppemian. • • • For 
the present we shall remain where we are, and it is pro- 
bable that, if tlie French advance, we may gratify 

with tlie siglit of u battle, but that may still depend oo 
a future circumstance. For God's sake do not give up 




1806] NAPLEa 389 

your connection and influence in that quarter^ and take 
an opportunity of saying how much injustice is done to 
me," etc. etc. 

Two days later an aide-de-camp of the Emperor Alex- 
ander reached Naples, with positive orders for the imme- 
diate embarkation of the Russian troops, and their return 
to Corfu. 

As soon aa Sir J. Craig learned that the Russians 
had irrevocably decided on withdrawing from Naples, 
he proceeded to embark his own troops, justly consider- 
ing that the presence of 7000 British troops, unsup- 
ported by any reliable force, in the midst of a population 
indifferent if not unfriendly, could be no effectual check 
to the advance of the French armies. But he offered to 
put his force at the disposal of the Neai)olitan King for 
the defence, in conjunction with our fleets, of the island 
of Sicily — a proposal which was received by the Govern- 
ment of Naples with the most violent indignation, while 
M. de Tatistcheff distinctly informed Mr. Elliot that the 
Russian force would, under no contingency, co-operate 
with Great Britain in the defence of Sicily. 

Some difference of opinion existed at this time 
between Mr. Elliot and General Craig as to the course 
to be pursued by the latter under the existing circum- 
stances. The Government of Naples was endeavouring 
to obtain from Massena an armistice of forty days, for 
the purpose of entering into negotiations with Bonaparte, 
on the basis of an abdication by the King, Ferdinard IV., 
in favour of the hereditary prince ; and it was believed 
that such propositions would be supported by Russia and 
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Spain. The Court belieTcd^ or professed to belieTe, that 
the presence of their allies in the neighbourhood of 
Naples would have greatly aided the probability of a 
successful termination to their negotiations ; and when 
that hope was withdrawn^ they strenuously urged on the 
English minister and general the importance of abstain- 
ing from any action in the direction of Sicily which conld 
furnish a pretext to the French for seizing on the 
Neapolitan dominions. Mr. Elliot appears to hare 
thought the negotiations at one time promised success ; 
to Sir James Craig they from the first appeared utterlj 
futile; and bearing in mind the instructions he had 
received from his own GoTemment to preTont, with or 
without the concurrence of EUs Sicilian Miyesty, the 
French from effecting a landing in Sicily, he determined 
to steer his course for the Straits of Mesaiiuiy there to 
await the progress of events. The feelings of the Comt 
on the occasion are fully described in the following 
letters from the Queen to Mr. Elliot : — 

" 10 Janvier 1806. 
*' Dans ce moment arrive un courier de Moravie. 
Jc m'empresse de vous Fenvoyer et de m^infomier de 
votrc sant^. Jc souhaite un bon voyage au G^n^ral Craig, 
et qu'aucunc tempfite en mcr n'augmente sea crainteSy et 
je n'oublierai de ma vie sa visite. — ^Adieu."^ 

* [Translation.] 

" lOih January ISOft. 
** A couritT has just arriviMl from Moravia. I hasten toieDil him 
to you and to bring me news of your health. I wish Gencnl Craig a 
gooil voyago, and that no tem|)ost may augment his ftum, and I shall 
not, while I live, forget his visit. — Adieu !" 
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" Idth January. 

^* Vous Berez le maitre de yenir quand voub youdrez 
les moayemens sont de trop d'importance, poor ne Touloir 
y ous yoir. Je yois Fescadre k la yoile — j 'esp^re qu'& toute 
la conduite execrable tcnue enyers nous^elle n'essaieia pas 
d'entrer de yiolence au Sicile — ^pour empdcher tout acco- 
modement, nous perdre et notre fiEimille sans ressource. 
Je yiens de receyoir les lettres de Rome du 18. Nous 
deyons nous attendre k toutes les in&mies ayanies pour 
prix de la couteuse et courte yisite Anglo-Russe. Certes 
que nos coours sont r6yoIt<is ; jamais on n'a ^t^ si loyal, 
et si digne que nous I'ayons ^t^« Combien je plains 
ceux qui pensent honteusement ; et je suis, ayec bien 
de Festime, yotre sinc5re Charlotte."^ 

In a despatch of Mr. Elliot's to Sir J. Craig, of the 
the same date, 19th Januaiy, he wrote that he was 
instructed by the Neapolitan Goyemment to assure Sir 
James that an attempt to take possession of any part 
of Sicily without the King's concurrence would be oon- 

^ [Translation.] 

** You arc at liberty to come when you choose. The movemeiits are 
of too much importance for me not to wish to see yon. I tee the 
squadron under sail. I hope that to all the execrahle conduct exhibited 
towards us there is not to be added an attempt to enter Sicily by force 
— to make all arrangement impossible, to rain ns and our fiunOy 
beyond redemption. I have just receiyed letters fhnn Rome of the 
18th. We must expect every infamons insult as the price of the costly 
and brief Anglo-Russian visit. 

" Certainly our hearts are revolted ; never has any one been so 
loyal and so honourable as we have been. How I pity those who think 
shamefully ; and I am, with much esteem^ your sincere 

** Chaxloiti.*' 
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sidercd an act of open hostility^ tending inevitably to the 
conquest of Naples by the French. That the tone 
adopted by the Court was by no means palatable to 
the Minister^ may be gathered from a letter addressed 
to him by the Queen on the 26th January. 

'^ 26th Jancier. 
'^ L'afflig^t silence et abeencey que tant comme 
ministre d'Angleterrc^ que comme ch^ralier Elliot, toos 
gardez avcc moi^ dans des moments ansai afireuz, et oi 
toute notre conduite ne raeritait point d'dtre entnunfc, 
ec mome silence, je lo romps pour tous demander quelle 
nouvelle tous avez dc Tescadre de CoUingwood* Le del 
dans sa col6re nous a priy^ du respectable ami Lord 
Nelson, pour 6tre en but h, tous lea malheuFB. Les 
miens sont & Icur comble; mais je remplirai mea p^nibles 
devoirs jusqu'k la tombe. Vous saurez toutes lea Doa- 
vclles dc Rome micux que moL Je me borne k tous 
demander quelle nouvelle vous avez de reacadre de Brest 
ct de Collingwood ; et croyez moi, avec bien de I'eBtiiney 
votre affectionndc, C."^ 

* [T£A>*8LATI0N.] 

**The distressing silence and absence, which, both as Engliib 
minister and ns Mr. Elliot, yuu maintain towards xne in thisdreadfel 
condition, into which we did not deserve to fall, this gloomy silence I 
now brt^ak to aide what tidings yon have of Col1ingwood*s squadron. 
Heaven in its anger has depriveil us of oar resp(.H:ted friend. Lord Kelfoo* 
to lonvo us a mark for ever}' misfortune. My troubles are at their \d^^ 
but I will fulfil my jminful duty till death. 

** You know ull the Koman news l>etter than I do. I confine mjTMtf 
to asking you what news you have of the squadron of Brest snJof 
( 'tillingwood. Hfli»*ve nn\ with mur-h esteem, your affectionate C." 
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A few days later, the return of the Duke of San 
Teodoro with the news of the failure of the negotiations 
showed that all was over. 

" 30 Janvier. 

" La joum^e d'hier," wrote the Queen, " a ^t^ pour 
moi si orageuse et douleureuse que je n'ai 6t& capable de 
rien. Le retour de San Teodoro, les infiEunes nouvelles 
qu'il apportc decident de notre sort et de ce malheureux 
et beau pays." ^ 

On the 4th of February the French crossed the fix)n- 
tier, and on the 1 1th the Queen fled to Palermo — ^where 
the King had already preceded her — and Sir James 
Craig and his army were put in possession of the fortress 
of Messina. " Sir James Craig," wrote Mr. Elliot, "with 
a degree of patience and forbearance which does equal 
credit to himself and to his army, conformed to the 
wishes of His Sicilian Majesty, and not a soldier landed 
in Sicily before the French had passed the fix)ntiers of 
the kingdom of Naples. One material object was gained 
by this deference to the right of sovereignty of His 
Sicilian Majesty, that when the British troops took pos- 
session of Messina, it was not only with the concurrence, 
but at the requisition of the King, and neither malevo- 
lence nor prejudice can cast an aspersion on the good fiEtith 
of the British nation." 

* [Translation.] 

** ZOth Janwtry. 

* * Yesterday was to me so stormy and so painfiil that I haye not 
been fit for anything. The return of San Teodoro, the infamous news 
which he brings decide our fate, and that of thiB unhappy and beauti- 
ful country." 
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Mr. Elliot accompanied the Queen to Pdenno, and 
how altered were the relations of the Queen and the 
English represcntatiye, may be gathered from a note 
she addressed to him immediately after her arrival :— 

** Je desire savoir de Totre sant^ et de votre int^ 
sante famille^ dans le p<^nible voyage que yous rean de 
fairc. II m'est tr5s sensible de ne tous avoir ni to, ni 
mdme rcyu une ligne de votre part aprte y avoir M A 
accoutumtic^ ct ccla dans mes alTreuses et cmelles cir- 
constances, oh je suis navr^, atter^ par tout ee qui est 
fait pour me rcndre malhoureuse. Ce n'est pas dans ce 
moment que je m'attendais du Chevalier EUiot, da 
ministre Britanuique un tel oubli. Si la politique on de 
fausses iddes dont le temps prouvera la fausset^ en eoik 
Ic motif, j attends de ce mdme temps qu'il voua force i 
reconnaitrc le caract6rc de celle qui sera toiyours votre 
affection^c ct sincere amic, Charlotte.' 

The meeting of the Queen and of Acton was a scene 
of violent recrimination and tears^ and the struggle for 
power between them was as keen as in their better 
days; but the flight of the Neapolitan army under 

* [Translation.] 
** I d«*sire to know of your health andof thatof yonr intereatingCumlT, 
ill the tnring voyage that you have just made. I fe^l Teiy much, 
neither having seen you, nor even receive<l a line from yon, after hatiog 
been so used to do both ; and this in my dreadful and cnid dimm- 
stant'es, whi-n I am overwhelmed, struck down by aU that is done to 
render me miserable. It is not at a time like this that I expected socH 
forget fuhifss fnmi Mr. Elliot, from the British minister. If policy of 
false idiNUi, of which time will prove the falsity, are the eante, I expect 
that thi.s same time will force you to know the character of her vbs 
will always be your affectionate and sincere friend, CnAXLOTT&" 
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DanuiH from Calabria was for a time decisive against 
the influence of the Queen ; it was ignominious as 
well as (lisastrouH, and as the defence of the provinces 
hail, like all other warlike measures, been warmly 
advucatcil by her, her influence over the King^s mind 
was for a moment profoundly shaken. Taking 
advantage of this state of feeling to withdraw him 
fn>m the Queens calml, (leneral Act(m and Mr. 
Klliot i>crsuade<l the King to go with them to Messina, 
in onliT there to discuss with the Knglish generals tlie 
Iwst HMHle of defence of the island.^ " The King/' 
wn»te Mr. Klliot from Messina to his wife cm the 5th 
April, *' was rei'eiveil here to-day by the people with 
the greatest enthusiasm, an<l if one may be allowe<I to 
fonii any conjecture from the V(H?iferous expressions of 
loyalty <if the |K)pulace, Sicily will make a better stand 
again?it the French than the op|M)site kingd<mi di(L 
The French must wsmer or later attempt this narrow 
{Missage, which in s<mie places is certainly not three 
miles in breadth. I have (mssed the whole of this 
morning l(M>king through my glass at an attack made 
by tii*on^c Elliot *• in his frigate u|Mm a French Imtterj 
within i»istol-shot. As far as I could judge, he silenced 
it in alsmt tlir(H.*-quarters of an hour; but as he is 

* Sir Jarnr^ Oui;;, a man of first-rat** ahilitien, but of a difiirult 
trtij|»r. «.XH .ilMiut to n-Ni^i th(* ooiiiniaml ou «(vouiit of ill-hmlth, to 
Sir J<»hri Stu;irt. 

' II"ii. <M(ir^<' Klliot, an<oii<l aou of tho firat Earl of Minto, after* 
wapU Ailiiiinil Aii'l K.<'. h. Th«« notorioua Kra Diarolo, nraping from 
th^ FrrtK h, tixtk n'fup* alnMit thia tim^ on board Taptain KUiot't thipi, 
an«l waa bv him <*arrif4l to a itlarr o( mU'Xr. 
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since drivon out of the Btraits by a contraiy windy ive 
have no particulars. Last eyening several people were 
wounded in making a similar attempt with gunhoati 
So wretched are the arrangements as yet taken here, 
that although the coast of Calabria does not appear to 
be twice more distant tram Messina than Prince Veati- 
milia's house is from your Terrace, yet nobody wooob 
to know anything of what is passing on the other side 
of the water.'' The letter ends by saying : '' I retained 
from my dinner on board the ' Excellent' at ten o'clock 
at night. This is already the third time that I hare 
spent four or fiye hours at a round table, with bottlM^ 
glasses, and wine in some cases, dulness in others and 
now and then interesting conyersation. I cannot but 
regret so great a loss of precious time at this coo- 
juncture." The king is described as immensely eqjo^- 
ing this episode in his life, giving the parole, " Londoa 
and St. George," to the British garrison of MeBflina» 
pluming himself on his right to be considevBd as 
conmiander-in-chief of the army (7000 British troops), 
and above all, rejoicing with strange gesticuIatioDS and 
stranger words when from some safe place he watched 
the artillery practice from the opposite shores ; clapping 
Ills hands with glee when a shot struck some miaerabk 
vessel hugging the coast, and apparently perfectly on- 
mindful of the fact that such boats on either side of the 
strait were manned by his own subjects and comitiymei. 
We learn from the Queen's letters that she had milj 
been informed of the King's intended departure bam 
Palenno on the day before it took place, and she bitto^ 
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rvpraache<l Mr. KUiot for having connived at kccpinfi^ 
her in the dairk. The King had to each i>arty the value 
of his 8igii-manualy and no other ; though the Queen, to 
do her juHtice, ha<l alwavA affected the utmost deference 
to his will, and in her almost daily letters to Mr. Elliot 
during the lK*Ht (mrt of two yearH, she invariably re- 
presented herself as a mere subordinate agent Mr. 
Elliot, on the other hand, in the despatches he wrote 
during the same i>ericMl, disi)ense<l with any mention 
whatH4K>ver of Ilis Majesty s name. Times were strangely 
changeil since the previous summer, when the Queen had 
insl*«te<I that (leneral Iaicv, in spite of his remonstrances, 
should o|>en his ccmmiission solely to herself, and when 
Mr. Elliot for the first time incurrcil her serious dis- 
pleasun>, by uniting with the Russian general in a repre- 
sentation t4> the King of the inc<mvenience arising from 
the absence (»f any responsible minister with whom tiiey 
might confer.^ 

While smarting under the mortification of feeling 
hcfHt^lf set aside, an event (Hx^urrcil which enabled the 
QuciMi t4» checkmate her lulversaries by the pre|)aration 
of a couiitcr-i)lot During the al)senco of the King, 
Adniinil Sir Sidnev Smith arrive<l in the bavof P^ermo 
with a small s4|uadron, and the Queen at once profitcil 
of the <K*casion to *' work on the i>eculiaritieii of hb dis- 
|M»^ition/' and, acconling to her own phrase, de lui 
mtmtvr In Ute, Despising Sicily and impatient to 

' It IikI U i-ri, n'wwv Cifiii-ril Actou'ii fall, tho |inii'tii*<* oftltr <^mi 
to iiioi^t tli.it ;ill ini|Mirtaiit airaim nhuuM U* trt^twl with hcnM'lf |«^- 
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regain Xaplcs, she was incapable of calculating cooUj 
the means in her power for accomplishing so great in 
event '' Uentamer la choae, de faire une exphmtm 
gchi^rale^ was what she aimed at, and Providence 
seemed to have favoured her designs by the arrival of 
Sir Sidney Smith, who was fully as ready to undertake 
anything or everything without further constderatioii is 
she could desire." 

This officer, who was the fanfaron of virtues wludi 
he really possessed — ^for he was brave, chivalrous, and 
enterprising, though under the influence of exorbitaiit 
vanity he enlarged upon his own merits till modest men 
felt inclined to doubt them — was now invested by the 
Queen's influence with supreme authority over all tlie 
King's forces on land and sea. A proclamation stating 
his powers was clandestinely drawn up, without the 
slightest communication with Sir J. Stuart, and Sir 
Sidney formally accepted the powers conferred, pn)- 
mising the Queen that he would now " dare to do more 
than Bonaparte would venture to imagine 1"^ 

Five days before this letter was written the battle 
of Muida had been fought and won, and in a letter 
written a few days later to Mr. Elliot by Sir J. Stoirt, 
he mentions the fact of his pursuit of the enemy having 
been impeded by the action of armed bodies of men 
acting under the authority of Sir S. Smith — King 
Ferdinand 8 generalissimo ! 

» Priv.ito littvr to tlie llij^ht Hon. C. J. Fox, August 1806. 
" ** < 'flui," ho ssiys in ii IrtttT to the Quocn, dated *• Pompee, derut 
Scilhi, .luillet 1S06, "Cclui qui i>out parlor en chef tiipr^iB^ pwl 
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Tlmt this cxtraordinarj commusioii given to the 
English adininU priMluccd nothing worse than tem- 
porary inconvenience^ and that a decided rupture be- 
tween him and the general was avoided, is creditable to 
the good sense and good feeling of both parties, and 
also to Mr. Elliot, who never ceased his endeavours to 
bring about a good understanding between them* 

While at Messina Mr. Elliot exchanged some letters 
with the Queen. In one of these she informed him of a 
report of Ik>na|)arte's death, which hail reached her in a 
somewhat coarsely-worded note from the Prince of Hesse- 
Philipsthal, the brave defender of Gaeta, the only general 
in the XeaiMilitan army worthy of the name, but whose 
rough maimers had made him disagreeable to the Queen 
an<l her cort<^ To Her Majesty's communication Mr. 
Elliot replie<l in the following terms: — 

*' Jc me sens pn>fond<^ment humili6 de devoir me 
rejcmir avec rEum|)c entifrre sur le bruit encore vague de 
la mort (I'un indiviilu, atn>ce il est vrai, mais dont lea 
succt^, les cniintcH (|u*il a su inspirer, font 1 opprobre du 
siecle (bus Ic4|uel nous avons 6t6 condamn^ k fl^hir 
sous le.H tyrannies d un aventurier conqu6rant 

'* .le ne blAme {Hiint le style <lu Prince de Hesse. 
Partout oil je jette Ics yeux aiyourdliui je ne vois rien 
moins noble (|uc la soi-disant noblesse. On ne rdussira 
plus que par It peuple; et an peuplo il fiiut parier son 

fkirr ilr^ « .lUiiiA <li* iiuitrr, rt crttt* uniti^ que Buoiia|nrte eonaetrt dam 
■n |»n>jt-U ri utiii ait lull, ((ui Ic fait ivuMir, maiu tenant je Tai moi ectta 
nnitr <lt* pfiUToir, t|u'on me la cvnaerre, et j'oae Dura pliia qn'U b'om 
inuginrr." 
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langagc. On u'eat plus g6n6ral sans dtre soldat. Et je 
croi8 que Ics mani^rcs de Suwarrow et du P. de Hesse, 
fcrout fortune aupr^ du peuple et du aoldat Ut ou respm, 
la mesure, et Faddressc qui conyiennent au ooortian 
yiennent 6chouer compl^tement."^ 

This letter was probably intended for Count Soger 
Damas as much as for the Queen. 

Mr. Elliot continued to correspond with the Home 
Government throughout the summery the chief subject 
of his despatches being the commission given to Sj 
8. Smithy and the invasion of Calabria by 8ir J. 
Stuart He did not the less heartily rcgoice ovor the 
victoiy of Maida, because he had always uiged on 
the British commanders the futility of all such paitiil 
attempts on the French power in Naples. Having, u 
he saidy so lately seen an Anglo-Russian and Nd^litan 
army retire from that kingdom before an enemy had 
entered it, he refused to believe that a handfiil of 

* [Translation.] 

*• I fwl deeply humhled in being forced to unite, with all Enrppr, 
in r(>joioing over the still vogue report of the death of an indiiidail 
ntnx'ious it is true, but whose success, and the feara he has hefB ibk 
to inspire, form the disgrace of the age iu which we have been oondoiUMU 
to bow luuler the t}Tanny of a conquering adventurer. 

" I do not blame the style of the Prince of Hcsao. Whererer I caA 
my eyes n<nv, I see nothing h>8s noble than the soi-diaatU nobility. 
< )ne will only suoceeil now by inrmis of the f»e€})Ie ; and the people nart 
be addicsKiMl in their own Innguuge. One can no longer be a gnml 
without bcin^ a Kohlicr. And I think that the manners of Suwarni* 
aii«l of tlio IMince of H»sM«? will makt- their fortune wilh the ft^^ 
ami with the sohlirrs, witli whom the talent, the suavity, and the tact. 
whith suit the courtier, c«»ni]>lrtely fail." 
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Britiflh troops would now reconquer it out of the hands 
of the FrenciL Sir J. Stuart, writing to him from the 
** Camp near Maida," says : — ** I did not confide my in- 
tentions to you, knowing how strongly you would dis- 
approve them/ etc — and Mr. Elliot probably did not 
find in the fruitless though brilliant battle of Maida 
any reason to change his opinions. 

Mr. Elliot was recalled from Sicily in 1806, when 
Mr. Fox coming into ofiice appointed his brother, General 
Fox, to the coumiand of the forces in Sicily, and to the 
post of reprcsentatiTe of the OoTcmment at the Court 
of Palermo — conceiving it for the public interest that 
one iwrson should at that critical eoiyuncture fill both 
oflBccs. 

When the moment for Mr. Elliot's departure came, 
be could not but feel that so strange and full of 
anomalies was the condition of things at Palermo, that 
he could hartUy have renudned there with credit or 
satinfacticm to himself. The King and General Acton 
had been quietly laid aside ; the Queen, indefiitigable in 
weaving nets which held no fish, at one moment egged 
on the F^nglish commanders to attempt the re-eonqueat 
of Naples ; the next, poured invectives upon them b»- 
cause they resolvcil to expend all the means at their 
command in the defence of Sicily. While the Russian 
Government was daily drawing nearer to her great 
enemy, she l)estowed her fullest confidence on the 
Russian minister, whose fatal advice had been the imme- 
diate cause of the distress which had overwhelmed her 
family. Living in a state of penury, in a 

2o 
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dilabr4ej always without oomplaint, and aeeming^j 
without consciousnefls of peraonal diaoomfbrtBy she, in 
the King's name, issued edicts and prodamatioiM to 
itnaginaiy forces for impossible exploits ; and while pre- 
pared for any step which might tend to oyerthrow the 
power of Bonaparte^ she was already oonoeiTiDg the 
possibility of opening an amicable amingement with him 
for the barter of Sicily for Naples, and the betraytl of 
her English allies.^ 

Mr. Elliot, in writing to his GoTemment, and Bamming 
up the history of his experiences of the Nwqialitan Comt^ 
gives it as his distinct opinion that the independenoe of 
the Two Sicilies had £EJlen not so mnch before the lae- 
cessful ambition of Bonaparte, as by the intrignea of Ae 
Court; ''with an essential part of goiremmeDt in Ae 
hands of a French emigrant, the Neapditan Gonit be- 
came the centre of the intrigues of a ijwlgnmg nt of 
persons, who were careless of the intoesta of Nqiki^ 
and inimical to those of Great Britain." 

^ III little more than three yean after Mr. Elliot'a depaitm ftm 
Palermo, tho Queen of Napleft saw, wifhoat dia^ipralntioii, the wtt- 
riafpe of her gnind-danghter Maria Louin to the ** Modern 

ns she frequently called him. 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH. 

1810 to 1830. 
LEEWARD ISLANDS — MADRAS. 

Qif tho termination of his misBion to Naplet, Mr. ElUol 
returned to London, and in 1809 he was ^ypomted 
GoTemor of the Leeward lafauida. Hie cooditioD of the 
Continent — from which the snocesB of Boiu^iarte's armies 
had all bat banished diplomacj^and the risks and 
expenses consequent on the remoTal from place to place 
of a nomerons fiunily, decided Bfr. Elliot to abandon a 
diplomatic for a less brilliant, bat also a less praoarioas, 
career. It was, howerer, at a great saorifioe of personal 
happiness that he accepted of a post to which he felt it 
impossible that his fiunily should accompany him ; and 
the five years that he spent at a distance from them 
form, perhaps, the roost unhappy period of his life. 

The numerous letters which he addressed to his 
wife and elder children from the banishment of Antigua 
contrast curiously with the family letters written by and 
to him in his youth. The anxieties which others had 
felt for him, it was now his turn to experience ; and 
the gay, elastic buoyancy of q>irit which had distin- 
guished him in early life, had given way to a sore 
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of the '' slings and arrows of outrageous fortone." 
Returning to England after years of actiye and often 
of brilliant service to his countiy, he found that suck 
service rendered at a distance met with fiur len acknow- 
ledgment than would have been readily bestowed oa 
political support at home. To save an ally of Eo^ind 
was no doubt good ; but to save a vote to Goverament 
was better. Shrewd observer as he was, and vened in 
the politics of Europe, Mr. Elliot was struck by die 
narrow views and unskilful policy of statesmen wfaoK 
mental gaze was contracted to the arena of pailia- 
mentary strife ; while to their imperfect knowledge <4 
and limited interest in, continental politics, he ascribed 
the curious selection of their diplomatic agents^ and 
also some anomalies in the system of procedure towaidi 
tlicm. His general impressions of England aie givei 
in a letter to a friend, written shortly before leaving it 
for the Leeward Islands, after a residence of three yean 
in London. 

'' The country," he says, ** surpasses all my reoot 
lections by its beauty, cultivation, and appearance of 
prosperity ; but my long residence abroad has made wt 
averse to the general manners of English 80ciety,in wtiA 
there is less of nature and of good breeding than I haie 
met with among the same classes of society in any other 
country of Europe. The women are sensible, intdligeali 
and well-informed; but vdth the exception of a lev 
who have had a cosmopolite training, they want tke 
eliarm of courteous grace which distinguishcB their 
seniblables in other aristocratic societies. . • . That 
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18 a certain trafficking spirit in English society and 
people seek in it for pleasure less than for advantage ; 
a prudential consideration for ulf is highlj classed 
among English virtues, and is consdentiouslj practised." 

Whatever the drawbacks to his eiyoyinent of English 
life, Mr. Elliot's thoughts turned longingly homewards 
from the tmpical climate and the exceptional condition 
of mannen and society in which he now found himseld 
The cruelties practised upon the slave population revolted 
his nature, an<l in the first year of his government con- 
siderable un|)opularity was brought upon him by the 
publicaticm of some of his despatches to Lord Liverpool, 
which treated of the oppressive conduct of the planters, 
and the insufficiency of the civil institutions as then 
existing to restrain thenu Mr. Elliot had been desired 
to inquire into certain fiEu^ connecte^l with atrocious acts 
of cnielty perpetrated by a planter of the name of 
Uuggins in the island of Nevis — acts committed in the 
public market-place, without interference from the 
magistracy, and yet so exceptionally ferocious as to have 
become the subject of indignant resolutions [tassed in 
the IIc»use of Assembly at Nevis — actA for which, when 
brought to trial, the |)erpetmtor had been acquitted by 
a jurj' composed of his own friends. In writing to liord 
Liveq>ool of these horrors, and of the remissness or cul* 
pability of those whose duty it was to punish them, Mr. 
Elliot gave it as his opinion that the root of the evil lay 
much deei>er than the conduct of a few individual. 

^' It must be accounted for by Uic defects of a con- 
stitution little adapted to tlie present state of decreased 
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and decreasing white population of this idand, irliidi w 
longer furnishes a sufBcient dunce of men fit to fill asj 
public department The fibct is, the gOTemmenti of the 
smaller islands were formed in times when rnanj of the 
proprietors lived upon their estates, and the white popu- 
lation was in some instances, perhaps, ten times « 
numerous as it now is. Of the few white inhabitnti 
who remain, managers, overaeers, self-created lanTCii, 
self-educated physicians, and adventoioos oierdMiiti» 
with little real capital or credit, compose the grester 
part The acquirements of education among many of 
this description of persons are veiy unequal to the tMk 
of taking a share in the government The pieralmoe of 
principle, either moral or religious, is also, I fear, not to 
be calculated from the repetition of the hackneyed ei- 
pressions of which an ostentatious use is firequently made 
in addresses, and on all occasions meant to meet the 
public eye at home. 

'^ To collect bom such a state of sodety men fit to be 
le^slators, judges, or jurymen, is perfectly impiacticihk 
Individual interest, personal influence, animosity of pai^ 
feuds, weigh down the scale of justice and direct Ae 
course of l^islative authority into acts of aiWtraiy and 
unjustifiable power, cloaked under the semUanoe and 
dignified with the name of constitutional acta. Hot 
such defects are to be remedied is a qnestian whkh 
requires much minute investigation and aeiioas sad 
dispassionate consideration," etc, etc.^ 

This letter having been read before the House of 

> November 21, 1810. 
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CommonSy found its way in the newspapers to ttie West 
Indies, and a letter from Mr. Elliot's private secretary, 
Mr. Heydinger, describes the indignation which it had 
excited : — 

'' St. Kitt\ September 1811. 

'' I am told that had the GoTemor gone to town that 
evening he would have been pelted. However that may 
have been, he went soon after, and goes frequently, with- 
out experiencing any difference in his reception. . . . 
A handbill has been circulated calling on all the 
managers, lawyers, physicians, and merchants of this 
island, and of Nevis and Montserrat, to meet and con- 
sider the contents of the letter. • • . The (Governor 
takes no notice of them, and leaves them to talk till 
they are tired, when he supposes they will give over." 

In the following year, 1811, the trial and execution 
of a planter named Arthur Hodge created a great sensa- 
tion in the Islands, as, owing to the position and con- 
nections of the accused, it was believed that the Gk>vemor^s 
veto would intervene to prevent the sentence of execution 
from being carried out. 

Mr. Elliot, writing to his wife, thus describes him : — 
'^ A considerable planter in the island of Tortola, named 
Arthur Hodge, Esquire, a member of Council, and a 
gentleman well known in England, and connected by 
marriage with fiimilies of distinction there, has been 
thrown into prison upon the accusation of having mur- 
dered many of his 8la/ves by severe punishments and 
various kinds of torture. His trial is to take place on 
the 25th, and Mr. Horsford, the Solicitor-General in this 
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Goyemment, goes with me in the ' Cygnet' as the pm- 
cipal lawyer, to conduct the prosecution. The eyes of 
all the West Indies are turned towards this cause, andit 
will create a no less general sensation in Great Britun. 
My business is to see justice impartially distributed, and 
that the proceedings shall meet with no interruption on 
either side. The enormities laid to the chaige of this 
Mr. Hodge are more dreadful than any I ever heard of 
witliin the Umits of the British Empire. On the other 
hand, his defendants assert that the accusation is fbnnd- 
ed in a foul conspiracy to deprive the {Hrisoner of his life 
and his honour. In the meantime, the state of party it 
Tortola is said to be violent and inflamed, and the Island 
is in fact without any regular force whatever, which can 
act upon an emergency for the support of the civil power 
or of tranquillity. The law must take its oouise in this 
disagreeable business, and God grant that it maybe 
directed to its proper object, that the guilty may snfier 
and the innocent escape." 

His next letter to his wife tells her the result of the 
trial. 

'' Tortola, May 9, 1811. 

^'My dearest Margaret — In my letter firom St 
Christopher, by the 'Duke of Kent' packet, I tdd 
you I was to proceed to Tortola upon a busineaB of 
the most disagreeable nature. I accordingly airired 
here upon the morning of the 2Gth April, and am lodged 
in a tolerable house situated on an enunence about a 
mile and a half from the town. The trial of Arthur 
Hodge, Esq., one of tlie members of the Council of 
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TortolSy for the murder of several of his dayes, was put 
off till the 29th ult. He was indicted in the first 
instance for the murder, by seyere treatment, flogging^ 
etc., of only one slave named Prosper. After a trial 
which lasted from ten o'clock of the forenoon of the 
29th April till five o'clock in the morning of the 30th, 
Arthur Hodge was found guilty, and was condemned to 
be hanged on the 8th of May. By a majority of the jury 
he was recommended to mercy, and that mercy it was in 
my power to have granted by suspending the execution 
of his sentence till the King's pleasure should be known* 
But alas ! there were no grounds which could justify me 
in acceding to the strange recommendation of the 
majority of the jury. Neither could any of the judges 
second it. The unfortunate man would have been tried 
upon five other indictments, some of them still more 
atrocious than the one upon which he was found guilty^ 
and his general character for barbarity was so notorious 
that no room was left for me even to deliberate. His 
victims have been numerous ; some of them were even 
buried in their chains, and there have been found upon 
the bones taken from the grave chains and iron rings of 
near forty pounds weight. Judge of the distress I have 
been exposed to the whole of this last week by the 
petitions of the prisoner and the personal applications 
of his relatives. Yesterday the fatal sentence of the 
law was carried into effect, and thus perished a man 
bom to affluence, connected with families of distinction 
in England. He had been three times married, has left 
several children; he had been in the army, had a 
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liberal education, and lived in what is called the gicii 
World. His manners and addiesa were those ci a gea- 
tleman. Cmelty appears in him to have been the eSbet 
of violence of temper, and habit had made him reguA- 
less of the death and suffering of a slam, God grui 
that this severe example may teach otheia in the West 
Indies to dread a similar &te, should thej fbiget thit 
slaves are their feUow-crectiures, and that their lires are 
protected by the laws both of England and the ccdoniea 
The state of confusion in which I found thia part of Ae 
government has made it neoeesaiy fiw me to take sefeni 
strong measures to maintain public tranquillity, and to 
prevent any interruption being given to the ooone of 
justice. Thank God, I consider everything now as 
finished, and have the satisfiaction to ny without Ae 
appearance of tumult or disorder. The militia are dis- 
charged from duty, and the countiy ia in ite oidintiy 
state, so that I hope the rest of the time I have to re- 
main here will be quietiy passed. Never were ay 
feelings more harassed than during these last eight daj% 
not even, I may say, when I lost m^t of yoa and ny 
children. Think of a young fiunily deprived in <»e &tsl 
moment of their only surviving parent, and think of the 
struggle it must have cost me to do my dulj upon so 
tiying an occasion. my dear Margaret^ ahall I eier 
again forget among you all the pangs I have endured fiir 
all your sakes in the West Indies? whose dimater 
manners, and principles, war with my body and miad 
May God's goodness one day reward me and mine ibr t 
period of much uncomfort to myself I" 
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In a deqMtch to Lord Uferpool deaeribiiig theie 
erentSy he mentions that the nugority who recoinmended 
Hodge to mercj were aeren in nomber. After strongly 
rDcommending the rigorous conduct and noble eloquence 
of Mr. Horaford to the attention of OoTemment, he goes 
on to say that ** until a British legislature shall think it 
expedient to define with predsion and beneTdence the 
extent of the righii which one individual can exercise over 
another, the condign puniriinient of Arthur Hodge will 
senre to warn many that death ensuing to a slave from 
sercrity of punishment will be considered in the eye of 
the law as heinous and atrocious murder. "* 

The sufferings of the slave population by no means 
absorbed the whole of his attention, as is proved by the 
energy with which he uiged the chums of the free coloured 
people of Antigua to more liberal treatment than th^ 
received under the existing eystem of colonial law and 
usage ; pointing out the mischiefs of granting civil lights 
with one hand, and of neutralising them with the other 
(for example, though enrolled in the militia, they could 
never be promoted^; and showing himself, in every 
word he wrote, just and humane in his feeling towards 
the people of colour, and profoundly conscioos of the 
truth, that to concede popular rights and despise pcqmlar 
affections is a ruinous policy for those who govern* 

His conduct on many occasions was warmly appro ved 
at homo, and in 1814 he was recalled from the lioeward 
Islands to receive the q>pointment of Oovemor of 
Madras. 

After a stay of barely four monthi^ duration in 
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London^ he left it again at a moment of almost miex- 
ampled interest in the annals of his comifay. England 
was about to receive the soyereigns and warrion who 
had at last won the cause which she alone had nercr 
deserted; and it is not to be wondered at that the 
younger members of the fiunily shrank with dismay 
from the dire necessity of departure. Their ftlber, 
however^ had learned, in the solitude of his West Indian 
life, to n^ret nothing while left in the eiyoyment of his 
£Eunily circle. To use his own expression : — ** At his 
age his heart required rest, which was alone to be had 
in the society of those his eyes doated u|Km — his 
children and their mother." 

On the 14th of May 1814, he, haying first been 
sworn a member of His Majesty's Privy Council, sailed 
for India, accompanied by all his fiunily, with the ex- 
ception of two boys left at schooL His departure from 
Plymouth had been delayed from day to day, in the 
hope that the ship bringing home his brother. Lord 
Miuto, late governor-general of India, would arrive at 
that port, where she was already due, before he ahoold 
have left it In this expectation he was onfiMrtonal^ 
disappointed, and the brothers, who had not aeoa eack 
other for years, never met again. Lord Minto died a 
few weeks after his arrival in England from the conse- 
quences of a chill caught at the frmeral of Lord Auck- 
land. Lady Auckland also died during her brothel's 
absence in India, and these reixMitcd losses in his fiunily 
account for the mcagrcness of his private coireqMiid- 
cnce during his Indian career. 
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His gOTemmcnt at Madras was unmarked by any 
events of conspicuous interest^ or at least by any in 
which he individually bore a part ; for the period of his 
government was that of the close of the Mahratta war.^ 
His private life was, however, brightened by the acquisi- 
tion of many valued friends, some of whom bore names 
which, as those of Munro and Malcolm, will live in the 
history of India. 

The last year of his residence at Madras was ren- 
dered one of gloom by the death of his wife. " No 
words can describe," wrote one of his fisunily, " the loss 
of her who was the centre of all our affections and of all 
our pleasures." 

Mr. Elliot returned to England hi 1820, with his 
femily. On their way home they were detained for 
some time by stress of weather at St. Helena, where. 
He who had ^^ dropt from the zenith like a falling 
star," was wearing out the term of his existence. liv- 
ing at the Govemor^s house, they had daily oppor- 
tunities of witnessing the agitated existence of Sir 
Hudson Lowe, constantly haunted as he was by fear of 
his illustrious captive's escape; while the satisfaction 
with which these alarms were viewed, and the skill with 
which they were heightened by the French society at 
Longwood, were no secret to Sir Hudson's visitors : — 

^ The Mahratta war was finally tenninated at the battle of Mahid- 
pore, 21st December 1817, when the army of Holkar waa routed by 
the army of the Deccan, under the personal command of my father, 
General Sir Thomaa Hislop, for which victory he received the thanks 
of both Houses of Parliament 
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** Hardly erer did we get througii dmner irithoiit Ui 
starting op to inqidre if all was Bafe.** Ibe agraeaUe 
qualitieB of the guests were bj no meami mu^ypraoiated 
by the French residents in attendance on Napdeon, aid 
many efforts were made to induce Mr. Elliot to ask fcr 
an interview with him ; but this he peniatently rehied, 
saying that he considered Bonaparte to have been the 
greatest enemy his countiy had ever had^ and a com to 
Europe ; and for his own part he had no deaire to see 
him. 

The spectacle of Men greatness affwted him lea 
than the contemplation of the Nemeiia which hid 
worked the ML — bringing to a fiur Atlantic Ue Ae 
man whose unrivalled career tiie united nations of 
Europe had barely sufficed to check, the ncnse of 
whose armies had banished peace from the quiet gardoM 
of Dresden, and thoughts of peace from the lovely temoe 
of Palermo. 

For the remamder of his life Mr. Elliot nnded 
chiefiy in London, where some still aorme who lemeBi- 
ber the charm of his society. One who knew him well 
described his conversation as '' a shower of pearls and 
diamonds/' so sparkling and so spontaneona ; but whutr 
ever the felicity of his talk, or the grace ci hb manaor, 
by his descendants he is best remembered for the giftsof 
heart and mind which made him beloved by a laige and 
devoted family. 

He died on the 2d of December 1830, and was buried 
by the side of his brother in Westminster Abb^. A 
few weeks before his death he visited mj mother it 
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Boulogne, where he, who had seen Ond Revolutioii of 
'89, had an opportonity of witneasing a review of the 
National Quard of 1830. The earUeat public eyent he 
18 said to have remembered was the fimeral of Qeoige OL 
He lired to see the accession of William IV. 

His somying chUdien at the tune of his death were five sons and 
three daughters. Henry, lientenant-Colonel in the Army, died ISii. 
Edwajd, for many years Police liagistrate at Kadras^ died 186S. Gil- 
bert, Dean of BristoL Charles, Admiral and K.CB., Gorenior of 8t^ 
Helena. Frederick, Assistant Under-Secretary of State for the Cdlonial 
Department Emma, died 1866. Harriet Agnes, died 184& Car^lint, 
god-daughter of the Queen of Naples. 

Mr. Elliot's daughter by his first marriage^ Isabella^ manied at 
Dresden, in 1801, to George Payne, Esq., died in 1826. And a soit 
by his second marriage, MaTimilian, died in India in the asaia 
year. 
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I. 

LETTKR KKOM MR. BTANLKY, SECOND SON OP U>RD 
DKKHV, DKSCRIUINO TUG BATTLE OP BUNKXR's 

HILL (p. 02, note). 

" Camp at Bo$Um, Aug. 7, 1776. 

'' My dear Friend— I know it will giro you pleMure to 
hear that I arrived Hafc hero in giMid health last Sunday, 
after a very tediouH |ni8wi(^ of near eight weeks ; in nhort, 
we hail not four-and-twenty hours of fior wind from the 
time we Icfl Kngland till we got here. 

" I nhall now attempt to give you some litik deaerip- 
tion of our preisent situation ; I can't say that our aflUrs 
wear the Iwst face |)OMiiblc, but there is an old saying, 
that wiicn things are as bail as they can be thqr niust 
mend. We are in a town almost deserted fay its bliabit> 
antH, nituated u|K>n a iwninsula with a Tery narrow neck 
of land that runs into the countiy ; this neck we hafe reiy 
strongly fortifie<l ; on all other sides of us are small arms 
of the Hca, where our men-of-war and transports, for thqr 
are all armed, lie at anchor. Opposite our lines, upon 
the liei^htK. and in<leed all round us, the AmerieaM are 

S>E 
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cucamped to about the number of 30,000^ and have flunp: 
up some of the strongest works I suppose ever seen, so that 
we are totally blockaded by these rebellious scoundrel:^ 
We every now and then make little excursions and attack 
them^ and bum a few of their houses, but not having suffi- 
cient force, never venture out into the country. There 
was a very serious affair happened the 17th of June, which 
I suppose you have heard of; but in case you should not, 
here it is. Opposite this town, on the other side die 
smallest ann of the sea, lay Charlestown, a very pretty 
well-built town. One morning early the ' Lively' 
frigate, which is stationed there, discovered a work 
that the rebels were working very hard at, and had 
nearly finished, ui>on the heights of Charlestown. They 
had then mounted four pieces of cannon, and meant 
the next day to have battered Boston about our cars. 
The vessel gave the alarm, and the troops were ordered 
to land and attack them. Tlie ships covered our 
landing, and by all accounts there never was so severe 
a fire kept up for about an hour and a half v» 
that day. We had a very high hill to march ap, 
upon the top of which was this strong redoubt, where 
the enemy were covered up to the chin. AD the 
way as the troops came up the hill were lai^ nub, 
so that the men were obliged to ground their anas 
to get over them, and ex{)osed all this while to the 
enemy s fire, and to the fire from Charlestown, which was 
lined by them, and which lay up(m our left flanL Our 
men behaved remarkably well, and everyone says there 
never vfVLS a more glorious day for the officers known. 
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After three hours our troops made themselves masters 
of the redoubt and cannon, and General Howe, who com- 
manded, now remains master of the groimd, where he is 
encamped, and has fortified himself very strongly. We 
had about 1100 killed and wounded, of which number 
93 were officers. The rebels lost an amazing number. 
They talk of attacking us every day, but I don't think 
they dare. I wish they may, for we are well prepared. 
I forgot to say that we burned the town of Charlestown 
to the ground. Our wounded men recover very dowly, 
as we have nothing to eat but salt pork and peas, and 
now and then fish. I have tasted fresh meat twice since 
I came here. Adieu. Write to me soon, etc etc. — ^Ever 
you,-«, Thos. Stakusy." 
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11. 
LETTER FROM MIRABEAU. — ^P. 386. 

" Par Aix en Prcvence, 14 aodt 1783. 

^' Mon time a dbs longtemps deyin^ la votrey mon cher 
Elliot, et jc nc sais quel instinct me pr&»geoit yob veitns 
avant que Tftge les cut ddvelopp^ et m'eut mis k mtaie 
de le8 appr^cier. Mais lorsque tous m'inspiriei les pre- 
miers sentimens vifs ct profondsque j'aye connuSylonqu'aa 
printemps dc notrc jeuncsse je yous chdrissois d'une 
auiiti6 si tendrc, qui m'eut dit que je yous dcYrois on 
jour toute ma reconnoissance, tout mon d^Youement pour 
Ics vceux et les efforts que d'un bout de l*Europe i 
Tautre, apr5s tant d'ann^es de silence et d'absencei yoqb 
feriez pour mon salut ct mon bonheur ? 

^^ Je rc^ois une lettrc de Londres ; celui qui me Vimi 
est un fran9ois estimable, ami du chef des reprdflcntam 
gcncTois (Clavi6rc), mon intime ami, qui est Tenu r&- 
cucillir en Irlande les fruits de la g^n^roeit^ de Yotre 
nation. Voici les propres mots du fran^is dont je toiu 
parlc : — 

'^ ' Un dc mcs amis qui Yoyage par toute FEurope 
(M. Brae), ami de la \6nt6y admiratcur de yob ouYrageA, 
u vu en passant h Copcnhaguc M. Elliot, ministre |J&ii- 
potentiaire du lloi d'Anglcterrc ; je copie oe qull 
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niunjuc |M)ar voiih. Je Httin charge jtar M. Elliot de 
nannr ce tfu ent devetin 3/. de Mirabetiu U filsy autemr 
dru let t res dt* aichet. Virvhiutx m'a assur^ quil ^ioii 
rvtre vtmnoissancey votre ami — (j'e«p6ro l*6tpe un jour 
quiuid les cirt'onstinccH noun auront rapproclu^) — il Fa 
ete jndis de Unite la fnmille de cet hont^te Anglais doni 
je roua jMtrle qui dpudnnt le fixer en A nglet^rre pour le 
must mire aax horrettrs quil a subiea depuis. J*av(ns 
are*^ mni son ourrage ; i7 nmloit le lire ; il y reconnut 
la rhalenr et le stile de stm ami, it tna pri^de luioffrir^ 
an ras quil /tit libre, un asile en Angleterre, et des 
mi f If ens de muriravec lui la carriere de fAmlnusade si 
ve mttier lui j^lait, Ecrivez lui son adrvsse, et des 
d* tails sur son existence. En consequence jai Arit cl 

J/. /;////;/; etr. 

** Ix; frun(;oi.H qui ni'rcrit aiiiRi HappcHc nrimot clo 
Wanillc. II voilh Hora fort vd«e de cn>ire, moii chcranii, 
qiK* iTtto K'ttrt* 111 u louche jumiu'aux laniicH. Je n*aurum 
\K\s i'tc HI inallieun*ux hI je netuiH \HkA ui tri^ Hcumlilc; 
voila cr tpie prouve ma vieeiitu*re,et jus<iu'& luea fautes. 
Jo vous ai rei*oniiu; et je me huim (lit h inoi iiiiiiie qu*il 
est (lt)ux (le clierir un ami dauH un hicnfaiteur ; il n*eHt» 
eoiiiiiie je le iiiaiide au fmn4,*oiH h qui je doiH cettc pr6- 
riiiiM- nouvelle, (|ue votrc nation qui ofiru dc telii traitH 
d'aiiiitii* et <Ie ^^neroHiu'* ; miUM, daoH cclte nation mdmoy 
il d<»it ctre tn\<^ nire qu'un jeunc homnie, jctt^ dans la 
earriere de raiiihition, Hattendriiwe k I'ideo dea maux 
qu a souflfert un ami <le Collef^e (lu'il n'a paint rcTu ct 
qui ne lui a |M»iiit ckrrit depuiM 17 ou 18 ana; et reuille 
airacher au des|K)ti.Hmc une vietiuie <&trang6re k aa pairie; 
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je nc serois pas I'objet d'un sentiment si noble, d'line 
pens6e si haute que jc serois enthousiaste de Hiomme 
qui Fa con9u; jugez ce que yous m'dtes^ moD dberct 
digne ami ; jugez si je me sens press^ da d^sir de vous 
serrer dans mes bras. Mais men ami, yoid ma position, 
jugez la, et conscillez moi. 

" Je ne yous ferai pas mon histoire. Le detail en 
seroit immense ; et les details constituent seuls la Yerite 
dcs faits. Qu'il yous suffise de saYoir aiyourd^hui que 
ma destin^e a ^t^ un orage continuel, et ma Yie on 
roman ; qu'asscni sous le double despotismc de mon \)tfe 
et du gouYeniement proYoqu6 par lui, j'ai fiait de gnndcs 
fautes et 6prouY6 de grands maux ; que oes iautes ont 
tons laiss6 mon honneur intact, et que quelques ones 
mCme ont beaucoup relcY^ mon caractfere moral; que 
CCS malheurs ont abr^ mes forces et ma Yie, mais 
n'ont fl^tri ui mon ame ni mon Anergic naturelle. CruTez 
enfin, homme noble et g^ndreux, que je ne prendrois 
pas encore le nom sacr6 de Yotre ami, si j'en ^tois 
indignc. 

^' A r&ge de 22 ans je fis un tibs grand mariage en 
perspective, nul an moment pour les ressourccs pccn- 
niaircs. Mon pj^re, amid de sa duret^ ordinaire, D*y 
8uppl<5a pas. J'cus la folic de me ddranger considi^rable- 
mcnt, et de resscrrer ainsi ma ddpendance que j*aY0i8 
d<5j{i tr6s aggravde par mon manage. Une ayenture 
honorable ct d'(krlat, niais qui heurtoit le gouYeniement 
dans sou op<5ration favorite, la rdvolution parlementaire, 
nic fit tonibcr sous le ghiivc le plus terrible de noire 
gouvcniemcnt. Unc Icttrc do cachet me firappa. EDg 
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servoit trop bien mon p6re qui toujours m'a voulu perdre. 
On diroit en vain quo la nature n'est point ainsi fiute — 
mon histoire a trop prouy^ qu'un p^re envieux, et una 
courtisane adroite ^chappent k toutes lea combinaisonB 
dans la marche de leurs haineB et de leurs complots. 
Sept ann^ enti^res m'ont yu balot^ d'ordres arbitraiies 
en ordres arbitraircs ; de cMteaux en ch&teauz. Un tel 
regime n'6tait pas fait pour assouplir mon ame ind^pend- 
ante et fifere. Elle s'est aigrie ; deux fois j'ai bris^ mes 
chalnes et aggrav^ mon crime desclave r^volU. Deux 
fois j'ai 6t^ repris en pays Stranger. La Hollande a eu 
la Idchetd de me rcndre au moment de la guerre; j'avois 
6t^ par mille obstacles arrdt^ dans le projet de passer en 
Angle terre; j'ai cruellement expi^ la fietute d'avoir m^ 
conuu le seul asile de la liberty ; le Donjon de Yincennes 
tel que je lai peint m'a send de tombeau pendant 3 ans 
\ et 10 jours. Mais \h, mSme j'ai prouy^ que les escIaTes 
Yolontaires font plus de tyrans que les tyrans ne font 
d'csclavcs forces. Le gouvemement a fini par forcer mon 
p6re k briser mes chalnes. II est yrai qu'alors je n'ayoiB 
point 6crit centre les lettres de cachet et lesprieons d^itaU 
'^ Yous Yous demandcz sans doute ce que fidsoit Ma- 
dame de Mirabeau pendant ce temps Uu Elle jouoit la 
com6die, elle donnoit des flutes ; elle faisoit le metier dliia- 
trione sur la cendre de mon fils. J'ai tout diasimul^, et 
suis revenu eu ProYcnce redemander ma femme, bien 
moins pour la raYoir, que pour faire tomber par son acqui- 
escement, ou par une discussion judidaire, les horribles 
calonmicH quo les collateraux de ma fenmie, int^ress&i 
h. ce que nous u'ayions point d'eofiAns, n^ayoient oess^ de 
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Yomir contrc nioi, pour mieux oonsolider ma perte, eC 
m'emp6cher toute reunion. 

" J'ai demands Madame de Mirabeau. Elle a pbud^ 
en separation, elle a plaid^ avec atrodt^ ; j'ai plaid^ avec 
noblesse. Trois de yob compatriotcB, toiu trcHS mes 
amis, Lord Peterborougb, Sir Bisset, et le Migor Baggs, 
ont m t^moins de cet odieux procbs, et pemrent 
rcndre t(imoinage k la y^rit^ ; non que lenr d^poatioD 
comme celle de mes amis ne soit sospecte; mab ib 
peuvent dire s'il y a deux opinions dans le public sor oe 
procfes. 

" Certainement s'il edt 6t6 en mon pouyoir de r^aliser 
la plus petite partie de la fortune que je dois aToir on 
jour, je n'aurois pas soutenu ce procte; et la rue et le 
contact d'une terre esclaye ne m'auroit pas 80uiU6 {dm 
longtemps; mais li6 par la double tyrannie du plus dtiange 
de tons les pferes et de la plus imp^rieuse des n^ceflotds ; 
entray^ par le derangement de ma premiere jeonesBe, il 
m'a fallu yiser h Tinddpendance par la seule route' qui 
put m'y couduire ; et dont les bourbiers infects qui li 
parsemoient m'auroicnt cependant ^cart^ sur le champ, 
si mes adyersaires n'ayoient pas eu Tinsigne maladresBe 
de compromcttre k chaque pas mon honneor dans la 
discussion de ce procfes. 

'^ Je Fai perdu ; mais je Tai perdu comme on n'en 
perd point en France. Surcharge de chalnes de toote 
csp^cc ; (k^ras^ de dettes qu'on auroit pu arranger par le 
seul emploi dc mes rcyenus, ce dont on s'est bien gaidd, 
tout en otnnt le pouvoir de Ic faire moi m6me ; iDTnti 
des preventions qui dans le pays le plus m^hant de h 
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terre ont r^ult^ du manage et des relations offideoseB 
des int^ress^s it ma perte ; entour^ d'ennenuBy mal Bervl 
par mon p^re, d^sagr^able au gouyemement, je miis 
arriT^ dans une proyince oil il me restoit peu de parens, 
peu d'amis secrets^ et presque pas un avou^, pour lutter 
contre la famille la plus 6tendue, la plus accr^t^; 
contre le particulier de la yille d'Aix, qui en fait les 
honneurs, et qui passe pour avoir la soci^ la plus aim-' 
able^ les plus puissans amis, le meilleur cuisinier. Quand 
je suis arriy6 tout le monde me fuyoit ; j'^tois Tante- 
christ Je me suis conduit irreprochablement et j'ai 
6i6 assez heureux pour concilier beaucoup de fer- 
met6 et de sagesse. J'ai parl^ en public quatre fois ; 
mon ame a 6\eY6 mon g^nie, et j'ai eu le plus grand 
succ^s. C'est ayec ndson que les anciens du talent de 
la parole ayoient fait un dieu* Le public toqjours 
extreme s'est magi de mon cOt^ jusqu'ii Fidolatrie. Lea 
battemens de main m'ont poursuiyi au palais, aux jhto- 
menades, au spectacle. Un arr^t m'a eondamn^ par un 
complot abominable. L'arr^t a ^t^ hu^. Le pariement 
mSme s'61feye contre les cinq juges qui Font d^^cmor^ 
dit-il, car sur neuf j'en ayois quatre pour moi, et lea seula 
d'cntre ces neuf qui soient estim^ La fftyeor du public 
a augment^. La sc^ne s'est ensang^antde. J*ai M 
oblig6 de rdgenter un insolent coloneL Le peuple a iti 
prdt h le lapider ; enfin, je suis deyenu comme le d^ma* 
gogue de la Proyence, et le yainqueur du procte eat en 
fuite, tandis que le yaincu eat hautement prodam^ 
milustre infartunL 

^^ Je n'ayois assur^ment mbnlbk ni ta&t de wlMxM^ 
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ni tant d'indulgence ; et yous croyez bien que ces tristos 
Bucc^s nc me toument pas la t@te, d'autant qu'unc insur- 
rection n'est jamais rien en France, et que je n'en send 
qu'un peu plus odieux k toutes les autorit^ Mais ik 
m'imposcut unc sorte d'obligation de faire casser I'airet 
qui est un veritable attentat aux moeura et k ronbe 
public, et qui d'ailleurs, selon notre mode fraofoisc, 
n'dtaut point motiy^, pent laisser croire au loin qu'aulieu 
d'etre fond6 sur un ridicule eigotage de palais, il Test 
sur les imputations atroces dont on avoit touIu m'^raser. 
Mou honneur est done intiiress^ k la radiation de cet 
arret aprfes laquelle je suis bien 6loiga6 du d6sir de 
raviser le proc6s comme je le pourrois — ^premifere entrave 
qui s'oppose k ce moment k mon expatriation ! Et c'est 
en y6rit<^ la moindre ; car que me sont tous ces motife 
secondaircs pourMi que je sois bien aTec ma conscience, 
et que je puisse ^irre avec dcs hommes couragcux ct 
libres ? Ces motifs d'aillcurs ne sont point sans objec- 
tions, car mon s(^jour k Paris est loin d'etre sans dangen 
extdricurs ct sans inconvdniens domestiques; oa me 
menace que le ministre s'opposera k mon voyage dans la 
capitalc — ce me scroit assurdment une raison de plus d*y 
uller, si j'avois d'apr^s cela le moindre espoir de succte 
dans la revision de Farret ; attendu que j*en regaide la 
poursuite conimc une e8i>6ce de devoir de citoycn. Mais 
en est-il de ces devoirs oil il n y a point de patrie ? ct ne 
rendmi-je un ]>lus mauvais senice k la ydrit^ ct k la 
justice cu la faisant eclioucr unc seconde fois, qu'en lui 
laissiiut purenient et simplemcnt la vengeance de ropinion 
publiquc ? 
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** Main, mon cher Elliot, roici des oonsid^mtioiia 
d*une touto autro nature; je toqs Tai dit, bien loin 
d*aiTangcr nies afiaires, mon pfere a eu I'odieux machia- 
T^liiuiic do lc8 laiBscr dans un trte grand d^rdre. Son 
a>ni|>te dc tutcllo bien appurd, il se troure me deroir 
40,(MM^^''- ; 70,00() ou 80,000 an pins pajeroient toutea 
men dettcH. II m'avoit donnd par oontrat de mariage 
8o(H)^'^' de pension annuelle. II lea touehe maintenant, 
80UM pretcxte de imyer mes dettcs; n'en paye aucun 
cr^ancier, et pr^li^ve seulement une pension alimentaire 
de :24<M>^^^' qu il m*abandonne tr5s en rcchignant Je n'ai 
paM pu par\'cnir encore k changer cet dtAt de choaes. Je 
n'ui iMUi pu obtenir qu*il me permit d*emprunter poor 
i^tciiidrc en bloc toutes mes dettcs, et m'assurer ainsi un 
rcvonu in(li^i>en<laiit Mon oncle, qui lui prodigue son 
bien et hcs <^|>anirnesy n'a \nm eu plus de credit que moi 
mOnie h vet <^rd. II a subvenu k tons lea ftais de 
rafiiure actuclle; mais grandbailli de Maltbe, riche 
setikMnent en viagcr, 6\mwi {lar son frbre, UA par dea 
devoirs <lo a*i*4»nnoi8Hance enrers des entours auxquela 
il no iK*ut laimer ({ue de Taigent — oet honnCto homme 
<ltii n*a de di^faut que son inrincible foiblesse pour son 
fii^re, ne |)eut |>as lieaucoup, et sa rolont^ est d6oounig6e 
INir rinutiliU^ de mch efforts. 

" VouH sentez, mon cher ami, qu*il ne me oonTient pas 
d'etre k cliaiyc k |)crMonne. II me paitrit impossible que 
j*obtii*nnc aucun cniploi dans un pays aussi Stranger que 
le Totre k Umt fnuif ois. Rappelles roua que dfca TigQ 
de 10 ans jc voulois n avoir d'autre patrio que ce noble 
iVH de la libcrte, et que rotre bonnfite Liston m'en 
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d6touma par ce motif. D'ailleura je ne prendrois oer- 
taincmcnt pas de place indigne de moi, ni d'ime certaine 
subaltem^it^. Je suis capable (et j'ai iti mifl k cette 
6preuye) du courage necessairepour gagner ma Tie, mais 
je n'aurois pas celui d'Stre le stipeiidi^ d'lin grand wag- 
neur quelconque. Ajoutez que je ne laisse pas que 
d'dtre connu en Angleterre (le nom de mon p^ 7 a de 
la cdl6brit^) que je le serois bientOt dayantage par la 
nature des amis de yotre nation que je me suia fiuta en 
France^ et que j'y serai ndcessairement un honmie de con- 
vention ; il nc mc sera point permis d'y dire lliomnie de 
la nature, ct c'cst un grand malheur pour quioonque ae 
sent un peu audcssus des rdves de la vanity humaine. 

" YoilJi bicn des incony^nienB, mon cher Elliot II 
y en auroit beaucoup de sauvds, je rayoue, si Tona ayiei 
assez de crddit k la cour de Copenhague, on cbei tel 
autre prince du nord que ce puisse 6tie pour me &ire 
obtenir quelque cmploi. La carrifere est moina brillante 
i^u'cn Angleterre sans doutc ; mais elle est moina exdu- 
sive. En Angleterre il fietut 6tre Angloia ; dana le Nord 
il nc faut souvent qu'6tre fran9ois. 

'^ Au restc, je convicndrai naivement areo Tona, mon 
cher ami, que toutes ces objections me pfeaent peu en 
comparaison de la liberty garantie, et de la poeailHlit^ de 
me livrcr {1 mon Anergic naturelle ; deux avantagea que 
jc ne puis guj^rc trouver que loin de mon d^pl<»able 
pays. Mais la n6ccssit(5 ! la n6cessit^ I qui aait Taincre 
cct cnncmi ? peu d'hommes en ont le courage, et il ne 
mc msuKiue piis. Mais la possibility ? jc ne la Toia paib 
Lc bonkcur ? je suis pay6 {xour nc pas compter aur le 
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" Parlez moi done desonnais, mon cher Elliot, en 
conseil et en guide, aprfes mWoir appell^ eu ami et en 
bienfaiteur. Que me conseillez-yous ? quelles ayanoeB 
me seroient n^essaires? quelle marche dois-je tenir? je 
puis esp^rer de mon oncle une somme d'aigent qui 
m'aideroit h ime expatriation; quelle doit-elle dtre? 
Mais je ne crois pas pouvoir raisonnablement compter 
sur une amelioration de fortune du viyant de mon p^re. 
II est si dur et si d^rang^, que oe seroit pr^umer que 
de s'en flatter. II aime beaucoup mieux garder les 
6100^^' qu'il retient sur mon revenu que de me payer les 
40,000^^' qu'il me doit, et au moyen des quels n'ayant 
plus que 2000^^^* d'int^idts k supporter sur mon reyenu 
pour me mettre en regie yis k vis de mes ordanciers, 
j'aurois 6500^^* annuelles, et avee cela Ton vit dans tons 
les pays du monde, surtout quand on a plus de 60,000^^* 
de rente substitu^ sur sa t6te. Conunent rem^er k 
cela ? En plaidant contre mon p^re ? c'est une extr6- 
mite bien deplorable, et trfes loin d'dtre sans danger. II 
faut done sc rdsigner, et combien cette rdsignatioii me 
seroit pay^e si j'achetois la liberty k ce prix I 

^'Ecrivez moi surtout ceci, mon cher ami, et par* 
donnez de bien longs et fastidieux details et un fiktigant 
grifibuage. Yous n'auriez pas pu me oonseiller n yens 
n'cussiez pas exactement connu mon iiAt de dtoation ; 
et sur cette dbauche rapide, k peine, et bien k peine, 
pourrez vous en juger. Parlez moi nettement, et dites 
moi quelles ressources yous pr^yoyei ponyoir me ma- 
nager dans le pays quelconque oil yous m'appelleiei. 
Si vous me conseillez de partir, je partirai ; ce sera ma 
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mani^rc de vous remercier, et c'est la plus ^loqucnte du 
iiioins pour mon coeur. Le voire est dfes longtempB i 
Funison, et vous n'aurez pas de peine it croire que oelui, 
qui vous a taut aim^ quand il n'dtoit que votre polisaon 
de caniarade, sent doubler son ddvouement pour vous, 
quand vous cnehainez toute son cstime et toute sa re- 
connaissance. Vale et mo ama. 

^^Donncz moi des nouvelles de votre lespectaMe 
p6re, de votre aimable frfere, et du bon Listen ; si il vit, 
il nc vous est sOrenicnt pas Stranger. Prenez la voie la 
plus courtc pour me r^pondre^ ct adressez moi par 
duplicata^ V^ enveloppe h M. Boyer, receveur des droits 
du greffc h Aix en Provence, et dessous, pour le Comte 
de Mirabeau ; et au Due de Mansfield, votre ambas- 
sadcur h Paris, avcc pribrc de m'adresser le paquct !k 
Aix en Provence, si je ne suis point k Paris, mo de Seine 
k riiotel de Mirabeau. Donnez moi votre adresse direct 

^^ Si vous me faitcs partir, prescrivez moi ma route, 
et dites moi quelle sorte de lettres de reconunandatioQ 
il me faut pour Copenhague, ou pour Londres." 

In the commencement of the fencing letter the 
circumstances are related which caused it to be written. 
-Mr. Elliot, however, api>ears to have understood from 
its contents that the writer had believed himself to be 
addressing Sir Gilbert, for in his reply, dated Copen« 
hagcn, Ist October 1783, he says : — 

^' J ai re^u, mon clicr Mirabeau, votre lettre en date 
du 14 Aout. 

J'y re])onds avcc la franchise de notre premiere 
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jeunesse. Yous avez cru 6crire k mon trhre, k Yomi des 
deux qui ^taient yos camarades k la Barrifere St Domi- 
nique. Yous Taimiez mieux que moi, et vous aidez raison. 
II ^tait dans ce temps I^ le meilleur des en&nts^ il est 
aujourdliui le plus estimable des hommes/' etc. Mr. 
Elliot then goes on to explain to his friend how infinitely 
more limited were his own powers of helping another 
man to a political career than Mirabeau had been led to 
suppose them ; that the nature of the English constitu- 
tion did not admit of the bestowal of political appoint- 
ments on foreigners ; and that he had simply proposed 
to offer his friend a refiige under an English roof^ though 
in a distant comer of Europe, from the persecutions to 
which he had been so long a yictim. 

The first result of M. Brae's yisit to Copenhagen, 
and subsequent communications with Brissot <le War- 
ville, himself destined to become a conspicuous figure 
in the rcvolutionaiy drama, was a letter from Brissot to 
Mr. Elliot. In this letter, dated No. 1 Brompton Row, 
17th July 1783, he says— 

^' Je ne puis yous dire rien de poaitif sur le sort de 
cc jeune hommc plus connu par ses longs malheurB que 
par ses Merits. * ♦ ♦ Je d^sirerois bien quH ac- 
ceptdt Fasile en Angleterre ; c'est la seule contrie oh H 
puisse donner I'essor k son ftme. M'y fixant moi mdme 
j'aurais Fagr^ment d'y jonir de sa conyersation,'' etc 
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III. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE KINO OF 8WEDK5 
TO MR. ELLIOT, PARTLY GIVEN AT P. 90a 

'' J'ai envoy^ des ordres si s^vires au GoaTerneiir de 
Gk)thenbourg qu*il n'osera pas se rendre ; aprfes demain 
le regiment des (Gardes arriyera et le 8^^™* de Jeatland. 
La gamison sera alors de trois miUes hommas. Je pan 
pour m'y rendre^ et pour animer par ma prince It 
Bourgeoisie. Je n'y restend qu'un jour, et j'irois m'^ 
blir h Skara oh. h Alingsas oh je vais fiEdre assembler les 
troupes que j'aL Je crois avoir dans troia ou quttie 
jours deux mille hommes de cavalerie/' ete. 

The King must have drawn a somewhat flattered 
picture of his mUitaiy resources in this letter to the 
English minister^ for on the same day, the 3d of October, 
he wrote to Baron d'Armfelt, that ''in about a weA 
from that time he hoped to collect a ganison of 9000 
men in Gothenbouig. On the 4th he wrote to the same 
correspondent from Gothenbourg that the Gnaids and 
other troops cx[)ected were still to come. On the 6th 
he described himself as having no troops at all, but 
added, that in eight or ten days he hoped to assemble 
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some 2000 men. Mr. Elliot, however, joined the King 
on that same day at Gothenburg, and the letter of 
the Princes, consenting to treat, is dated the 7th. 

Baron d'Armfelt caused the original letters of the 
King to be copied by his daughter, Marie Auguste Arm- 
felt, and sent them in 1798 to Mr. Elliot, accompanying 
them with a letter, in which he says that these were all 
he had been able to find (they are eight in number) 
among the mass of papers which formed the only relics 
left him of his '^ lost friend and master.** He adds, that 
he believes there were two or three others, in which 
mention was made of Mr. Elliot, '^ the man who had 
saved both King and country." 
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IV. 

RUSSIA AT NAPLEa — P. 380. 

The Queen's policy in endeavouring to foment jedoiuies 
between England and Russia is incomprohenmble, as the 
existence of her throne appeared to depend on their 
mutual good understanding. In July 1803 she infoimed 
Mr. Elliot that Count Woronzow, the Russian minister 
in London^ had desired Count Rosomowsky (Rubusd 
minister at Naples) to put the Queen and Court od 
their guard against Mr. Elliot, as being a tris mauvam 
tStey very dangerous, and likely to bring them into some 
serious scrape if he were listened to. The some language, 
Mr. Elliot was told, was held to General Acton, accom- 
panied with warnings against the ambitious views of 
England with respect to Sicily. 

That headlong impulse as often as atate-craft 
govenied Her Majesty's conduct is curiously shown in 
some transactions which occurred in the month of May 
1805. By her orders, a Russian traveller, Prinoe 
Schcrbatow, was suddenly arrested in his bedroom at 
night, and convcvcd under an escort across the frontier. 
Xo notification of so extniordinan* n circumstance wai^ 
made to tlie Russian Charjj^c d'Affaires for twenty-four 
hours alter the arrest had taken place, when the head 
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of the police waited upon him with the information thai 
Prince Schcrbatow Iiaving fonneriy killed, in a duel on 
the frontlera of Bohemia^ the CheTalier de Saxe, a re- 
lative of the King, it waa thought expedient to expel 
him from the kingdom. The King and the Minister for 
Foreign ASaira were Bubflcqucntly profed to have known 
nothing of the event until aome time after it had taken 
place. 

The Russians in Naples were naturally extremely 
indignant at the unceremonious treatment their countiy- 
man had received ; and before the un&vourable impres- 
sion produced by this mcidcnt had passed off, another, 
stranger still, occurred. The English man-of-war, the 
* Excellent/ which was stationed at Nq>les, having sailed 
from that Imy to the Bay of Biga for the pnrpooe of 
exercising the crew, the Queen became suddenly pos- 
sesHe<l by the prci>o6terous notion that the departure of 
the BritiHli Hhip had been contrived to give the Rnssian 
ship of the line at anchor off Naples an opportunity of 
seizing the XeaiK)litan frigate, the 'Archimedes,* as an act 
of retaliation for the insult to Prince Scherbatow. She 
sent onlcrH to all the Neapolitan frigates in the road, 
or within the mole, to be upon their guard, and the 
' ArcliinRMles ' was actually prepared for action, the men 
kept thn>ugh the night at their quarters, and another 
frigate was ordered into the road for the purpose of sup- 
|M>rtin<; the ' Archimedes.' Fortunately, Mr. Elliot, on 
licariiig of these cxtraordinaiy proceedings, was able at 
once to see the Queen, and he easily suceeedod In ande- 
ceiving her, but not till much ill-feeling had been pviK 
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(luced. In the despatch which roloteB this strange fltoiy, 
Mr. Elliot says — " Your Lordship will be able to jodge 
from this statement of the great inconveniences which 
daily occur from the Queen's unhappy susceptibility, and 
from the mischievous suggestions made to her bj design- 
ing persons." ^ The despatch closes by the information 
that Her Majesty had suddenly been laid up with a 
violent attack of fever ; and Mr. Elliot was persuaded, 
from the events of the last fortnight, that the Queen had 
been in a state of unnatural excitement and agitaticNL 

* May 21, 1805. 
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EEEATA. 

Page 29, 8th line from top. — For "rentrez," read "entrez." 

Page 40, 3d line from foot, and afterwards where the name occurs. — 

Fcfr ** Lord Lindsay," read " Lord Lindsey." 
Page 49, 11th Une from top.— i?br " On, " read "On." 
Page 64, 11th line from top.— J^Vw "Guards," read "Army." 
Page 107, 2d line, page 109, 13th line, and page 213, 18th lino from 

top.— J?V>r " Wrech," read " Wreich." 
Page 201, Note 2, last line. — "D*Ai^nson" should be preceded by 

" Voyer." The Marquis Voyer d'Ai^nson is the person 

intended. 
Page 217, 1st line. — M. Clement was not minister of Saxony ; he was 

sent to Vienna by the Elector of Saxony on a secret mis- 
sion, and had no diplomatic rank. 
Page 263, last line.— -Por "serais," read "seraL" 
Page 267, 3d line, 2d paragraph.— F(W "writing," read "waiting." 
Pages 284 and 286.— Date at top shrnXd he " 1784," not " 1788." 
Page 291, 4th and 10th lines from foot, and page 292, 11th line from 

foot.— -Por "Schach-Rathlow," read "Schack-Rathlow." 
Page 801, 6th line from top. — For "possessing," read *' professing." 
Page 308. — For remainder of King of Sweden's letter, 9U Appendix IIL, 

page 432. 
Page 809, 9th line, and page 812, 10th line from top.— JV^r " d'Amfeldt, 

rea<i "d'Armfelt." 
Pago 324, 3d line from top.— -Fbr " Oborg." read " CMhenbourg.'* 
Page 335, 6th line from top.— i^br " illusion," read "allusion." 
Pago 346, 16th line from top. — For "convaincu," read " conyaincue. " 

Do., 12th line from foot — JR»r " la," read " ma." 
Page 362, 15th lino from top. — For "mandieroient," read "mendi- 

eroient " 
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